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>  On  part  time.    *  Half  time  at  Central  Lending  Division. 
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*  On  pftft  time. 


II 


Report  of  the  President 

Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh: 

Gentlemen: — I  hand  you  herewith  reports  of  the  various 
committees  of  the  Board,  from  which  you  will  learn  in  ccm- 
siderable  detail  of  the  work  done  during  the  past  year. 

1  beg  to  report  that  the  vacancies  on  the  Board  caused  by 
the  retirement  from  City  Council  of  Messrs  J.  M.  Goehring, 
C.  H.  Hetzel  and  S.  S.  Woodbum,  were  filled,  by  appointment 
of  the  President  of  Council,  by  Messrs  John  H.  Dailey,  W.  Y. 
English  and  William  H.  Robertson. 

I  take  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  continued  good  service 
given  by  the  Library  staff,  and  also  to  the  usual  high  rate  of 
excellence  at  which  the  buildings  have  been  maintained. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  H.  Church, 

April  24,  1917.  Presidefit. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Library 

Mr  S,  H.  Church,  President: 

Dear  Sir :  — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  twenty-first 
annual  report  of  the  Librarian  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of 
l^ittsburgh,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1916. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  J.  Turner, 
.\pril  23,  191 7.  Chairman. 
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Report  of  the  Librarian 

To  the  Library  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  report  of 
the  work  of  the  Library  during  the  twenty-first  statistical 
year,  ending  December  31,  1916. 

The  summary  of  the  year's  work  is  as  follows : 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  Library  at  end  of  year. . .  424,421 
Total  number  of  volumes  in  lending  collections  at  end 

of  year.  297,667 

Total  circulation  from  lending  collections i>i76,i93 

Total  number  of  books  and  magazines  circulated  and 

used  in  reading-rooms 2,629,253 

Total  attendance 1,381,734 

Total  number  of  borrowers'  cards  in  force 1 14,858 

During  the  year  there  were  classified  and  catalogued  25,540 
volumes,  a  gain  of  8,867  over  the  number  catalogued  last  year. 
(Table  2  following  the  text  of  this  report.) 

Order  Department 

During  the  year  25,540  volumes  were  added  to  the  Library 
and  23,320  were  withdrawn,  making  the  net  increase  2,220 
volumes.  To  the  Bemd  collection  of  books  on  architecture 
80  volumes  were  added  and  to  the  Schwartz  collection  of 
books  on  ethics  63  volumes.  From  the  Stuart  fund,  which 
is  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books  on  the  single  tax,  5  vol- 
umes were  added. 

The  Library  received  as  gifts  during  the  year,  3,626  vol- 
umes, 4,036  pamphlets  and  236  single  numbers  of  periodicals 
from  1,161  donors.  Among  the  more  important  gifts  were 
the  following: 

Mr  Chester  B.  Albree.    Illuminated  Spanish  manuscript. 
Miss  Susan  Berger.    Miscellaneous  books  from  the  library  of  the 
late  Henry  Berger.    ii2v. 
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Mr  Victor  H.  Brownscombe.  Jordan.  Encyclopedia  of  Pennsyl- 
vania biography.    7v. 

Mr  Theodore  B.  DeVinne.    Theodore  Low  DeVinnc,  printer,     iv. 

Mrs  H.  G.  Dravo.  Crowned  masterpieces  of  painting.  lo  port- 
folios. 

Mr  Sumner  Boyer  Ely.    Miscellaneous  books.    41V. 

Irene  Kaufmann  Settlement.    Miscellaneous  books.    1,163V. 

Miss  Winifred  Jones.  Record  of  the  court  at  Upland  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, 1676  to  1681,  and  a  military  journal  kept  by  Major  E.  Denny, 
1781  to  1795.     IV. 

Mr  George  Lauder.    Miscellaneous  books,  largely  fiction.    307V. 

Miss  Isabelle  McClung.    Miscellaneous  books.    400V. 

Mrs  R.T.  McElroy.  Chateaubriand.  Atala;  illustrated  by  Dore, 
with  autograph  letter  of  Chateaubriand  inserted,    iv. 

Mr  J.  B.  Shea.  Rub4iy4t  of  Omar  Khayy4m;  edited  by  J.  B.  Shea.  iv. 

Mr  Louis  C.  Tiffany.    The  art  work  of  Louis  C.  Tiffany,    iv. 

Mrs  George  C.  Wilson.    School  books.    135V. 


Catalogue  Department 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Library  contained  424,421  vol- 
umes fully  classified  and  catalogued  and  on  the  shelves  ready 
for  use.  The  distribution  of  these  is  shown  in  the  annexed 
table.     (See  Table  i.) 

The  volumes  catalogued  during  the  year  were  distributed 
as  follows: 

Central  Library 10,998 

Home  libraries 13 

Schools 2,012     13,023 

Lawrenceville  Branch i>454 

West  End  Branch 842 

Wylie  Avenue  Branch 2,138 

Mount  Washington  Branch 851 

Hazelwood  Branch 1,122 

East  Liberty  Branch 2,092 

South  Side  Branch iAA7 

Homewood  Branch 1,662 

Schenley  High  School 909      12,517 

Total 25.540 

Of  the  10,998  volumes  added  to  the  Central  Library,  6,065 
represent  new  titles,  including  those  added  by  purchase  and 
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binding;  4,464  represent  the  added  copies,  and  470  the  number 
purchased  to  replace  withdrawn  copies. 

In  addition  to  the  above  bound  material,  2,125  psimphlet 
continuations  were  added  to  the  shelf  list,  and  533  pamphlets 
were  classified  and  added  to  the  catalogue  of  pamphlets.  Many 
of  the  pamphlet  continuations  were  fully  catalogued  and  g^ven 
class  numbers  for  entry  in  the  classified  catalogue  in  the  Tech- 
nology Department. 

The  total  withdrawals  for  the  year  for  the  entire  system 
amounted  to  23,320  volumes.  Of  these,  5,285  were  withdrawn 
from  the  Central  Library,  3,621  from  the  schools  collection, 
935  from  the  home  libraries  collection  and  13,479  from  the 
branch  collections.  Of  the  5,285  volumes  withdrawn  from 
the  Central  collection  only  470  were  replaced.  The  whole 
system  shows  a  net  gain  of  only  2,220  volumes  and  the  branch 
collection  a  net  loss  of  962  volumes. 

Six  hundred  and  thirty  annotations  were  written  by  the 
classifier  and  annotator,  66  by  the  chief  cataloguer,  75  by  the 
editor  of  publications,  283  by  the  technology  librarian  and  95 
by  the  annotator  of  juvenile  books,  a  total  of  1,149  annotations 
printed  on  catalogue  cards  and  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin. 

The  cataloguers  have  made  5,313  new  cards  which  furnish 
copy  for  duplication  by  the  Printing  Division.  In  addition  to 
the  cards  prepared  in  this  department,  printed  cards  were 
received  from  the  following  sources :  from  the  Printing  Divi- 
sion 105,460  catalogue  cards;  from  the  Library  of  Congress 
and  the  American  Library  Association  2,914  catalogue  cards, 
purchased  for  use  in  our  own  catalogues,  and  from  the  Library 
of  Congress  34,028  cards,  filed  in  the  depository  catalogue. 

The  recataloguing  of  the  juvenile  books  has  progressed 
during  the  year,  37,740  cards  having  been  printed  for  1,081 
entries,  an  average  of  34  cards  for  each  entry.  The  juvenile 
books  in  the  class  Fairy  tales  and  folklore  were  reclassified 
this  year  in  order  to  provide  a  more  logical  arrangement  for 
this  large  collection. 

The  Index  to  the  classified  catalogue  of  the  Technology 
Department  was  revised  and  printed  in  pamphlet  form.     The 
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index  to  the  Monthly  Bulletin  was  made  and  printed  for  the 
annual  volume  as  usual. 

The  preparation  of  the  five-yearly  supplement  to  the  classi- 
fied catalogue  is  the  main  work  before  the  department  for  the 
coming  year. 

Publications  of  the  Library 

Ten  numbers  of  the  Monthly  Bulletin  were  issued,  one  each 
month  except  August  and  September.  The  title-page,  table 
of  contents  and  author  index  for  volume  20  were  issued  with 
the  February  number. 

Beginning  with  the  June  number  a  new  arrangement  of 
"Books  added''  was  adopted  in  order  to  bring  the  more  inter- 
esting books  to  the  first  part  of  the  Bulletin. 

The  following  reference  and  reading  lists  appeared  in  the 
Bulletin  during  the  year : 

Road  dust  preventives.    April  191 6. 

Recent  books  on  Russia.    April  191 6. 

Modern  painting.    May  1916. 

American  poetry.    June  1916. 

Recent  books  on  South  America.    June  1916. 

Travel  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.    July  1916. 

Foreign  cook-books.    November  1916. 

Scientific  and  technical  reference  books.    November  1916. 

Every-day  ethics.    December  191 6. 

The  list  on  "Road  dust  preventives"  was  also  issued  sepa- 
rately. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  other  publications  of  the 
year: 

Twentieth  annual  reports. 
Carnegie  Library  School.    Catalogue. 
Debate  index,  second  supplement. 

Index  to  the  classified  catalogue  of  the  Technology  Department, 
second  edition. 

Stories  to  tell  to  children. 

Carnegie  Institute  and  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 

Pittsburgh  in  1816. 
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Printing  and  Binding  Department 

The  work  of  the  Printing  and  Binding  Department  may  be 
summarized  as  follows: 

Printing  Division 

Forms 

Catalogue  cards  (9,068  entries) 105,460 

Miscellaneous  forms,  blanks,  etc 1,51 1,407 

Carnegie  Library  School  forms,  blanks,  etc 155*335 

Total 1,772,202 

Publicatums 

Copiet 

Monthly  Bulletin,    vol.  21.    S"".    624  pp 25,000 

Index  to  authors,    vol.  20.    8"*.    64  pp 650 

Title-page  and  contents  to  vol.  20.    8**.    5  pp 650 

Weekly  list  of  additions.    8"* 4,032 

Twentieth  annual  reports.    Illus.    8*.    85  pp 650 

Report  of  the  Librarian  (proof  copy).    8"*.    52  pp 50 

Carnegie  Library  School.   Catalogue.   i6th  year.  Illus.  8**.  54  pp.  2,000 

West  End  Study  Club.    Program.    16**.    20  pp 50 

Tuesday  Evening  Study  Club.    Program.    16*".    18  pp 50 

Young  Women's  Reading  Circle.    Program.    16''.    18  pp 100 

Staff  News  Sheet    vol.6.   8".    (10  nos.  50  per  issue.)    76 pp 500 

School  Bulletin.    8^.    12  nos 3,200 

Debate  Index,  second  supplement    8*".    15  pp 350 

Index  to  the  classified  catalogue  of  the  Technology  Depart- 
ment   £d.2.    8^.    64  pp 800 

List  of  books  to  be  read  by  first  year  students.    8".    8  pp 500 

Tentative  list  of  children's  books  for  departmental  library  work 

in  elementary  schools  (proof  copy).    8^.    26  pp 100 

Stories  to  tell  to  children.    8**.    68  pp 2,500 

Road  dust  preventives.    8**.    39  pp 800 

Carnegie  Institute  and  Library  of  Pittsburgh.    Illus.    16"*.    32  pp.  2,000 

Pittsburgh  in  1816.    8*.    75  pp 4,000 

Ordinances  relating  to  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  and 

by-laws  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.    16*^.    21  pp 150 

ToUl 48,13a 
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Binding  Division 

The  following  statistics  show  the  work  of  this  division 
during  the  year : 

Central  Library  Bound 

Central  Library  proper 4,176 

Childrens  Department  59 

Printing  Division i 

Schools  Division 7 

Schenley  High  School 26 

Home  Libraries  Division ....        i 

Library  School 65 

Bernd  fund 57 


Total 4.392 

Branch  libraries 

Lawrenceville,  adult 284 

Lawrenceville,  juvenile 13 

West  End,  adult 40 

West  End,  juvenile 16 

Wylie  Avenue,  adult 245 

Wylie  Avenue,  juvenile 35 

Mount  Washington,  adult 65 

Mount  Washington,  juvenile.  25 

Hazelwood,  adult 129 

Hazel  wood,  juvenile 15 

East  Liberty,  adult 242 

East  Liberty,  juvenile 50 

South  Side,  adult 150 

South  Side,  juvenile 33 

Homewood,  adult 86 

Homewood,  juvenile 27 


ebound  ] 

Reinforced 

Ifisc 

Toul 

4,393 

834 

16,753 

26,156 

1.834 

1,822 

112 

3^27 

3458 

1,990 

203 

5.658 

19 

23 

8 

76 

96 

22 

119 

I 

44 

258 

368 

I 

58 

9,801 

4.713 

17,357 

36,263 

742 

166 

18 

1,210 

790 

846 

10 

i,6S9 

145 

77 

2 

264 

366 

486 

6 

874 

1,261 

240 

38 

1.784 

1.857 

1.437 

68 

3.397 

517 

98 

36 

716 

618 

474 

18 

1.135 

592 

98 

60 

879 

699 

761 

72 

1.547 

1.419 

228 

239 

2,128 

2,007 

1.119 

64 

3.240 

492 

174 

24 

840 

780 

890 

8 

1,711 

510 

330 

53 

979 

1,597 

1,002 

76 

2,702 

Total 1,455      M.392       8,426  792     25,065 


Grand   total 5,847     24,193      13.139      18,149     61,328 

Reference  Department 

The  Reference  Department  was  used  by  50,645  readers 
during  the  year,  2,025  '^ss  than  in  1915.  The  number  of 
books  brought  from  the  stack  was  77,801,  an  increase  of  779 
over  the  previous  year.  This  record  of  books  used  does  not 
include  2,122  volumes  reserved  on  the  teachers'  tables  in  the 
Reference  R(X)m,  many  of  which  were  in  almost  continuous 
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use  daily.  Reference  copies  of  the  books  in  frequent  demand 
for  reserve  by  teachers  have  been  added  during  the  year, 
making  it  unnecessary  to  withdraw  so  many  books  from  gen- 
eral circulation  for  the  purpose.  The  largest  number  of  vol- 
umes brought  from  the  stack  in  one  day  was  542,  on  March  4 ; 
the  largest  number  of  readers  in  one  day  was  340,  on  October 
16.  The  estimated  number  of  volumes  used  from  the  open 
shelves  in  the  Reference  Room  was  121,550.  The  number  of 
pictures  lent  was  13,623,  of  which  7,156  were  stereographs. 
The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Reference  Department  on 
December  31  was  74,693,  of  which  2,397  were  added  during 
the  year. 

The  Reference  staff  has  been  increased  to  its  normal  num- 
ber for  the  first  time  since  the  reduction  of  191 5,  and  now 
consists  of  nine  members,  of  whom  five  are  library  school 
graduates.  It  has  been  necessary  this  year  to  have  an  extra 
assistant  on  duty  during  the  two  busiest  hours  every  evening 
in  addition  to  the  regular  evening  assistant  who  has  charge  of 
the  room  from  half-past  five  until  ten.  The  service  to  out- 
of-town  study  clubs  has  been  resumed,  a  service  demanding 
great  care  in  the  selection  of  books  which  will  best  cover  the 
subjects  for  club  papers.  This  service  is  paid  for  by  the  clubs 
receiving  it,  and  seems  to  be  an  entirely  suitable  function  for 
this  large  library  to  perform,  considering  the  paucity  of  public 
libraries  in  the  towns  of  western  Pennsylvania  outside  of 
greater  Pittsburgh. 

The  Reference  Department  has  cooperated  with  the  Chil- 
drens  Department  in  giving  a  course  of  instruction  in  the 
use  of  the  Library  to  the  senior  class  of  the  city  Training 
School  for  Teachers.  This  course  consisted  of  ten  lectures 
the  first  half  of  the  year  to  half  the  class,  repeated  the  next 
half  year  to  the  rest  of  the  class.  The  students  were  instructed 
in  the  use  of  reference  books,  the  elementary  principles  of 
classification  and  cataloguing,  and  the  compiling  of  a  bibliog- 
raphy. 

In  October  the  Reference  Department  compiled  a  seventy- 
five  page  pamphlet  entitled  "Pittsburgh  in  1816,"  as  a  con- 
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tribution  toward  the  city's  centennial  celebration  of  the  grant- 
ing of  the  city  charter.  It  was  made  up  chiefly  of  extracts 
from  local  newspapers  of  that  date  and  from  the  impressions 
of  early  travelers  who  visited  Pittsburgh  in  their  tours  of  the 
United  States,  and  gives  a  vivid  picture  of  the  Pittsburgh  of 
one  hundred  years  ago. 

The  following  are  among  the  more  important  additions  to 
the  Reference  Department  during  the  year : 

Adam,  Robert,  &  Adam,  James.  Works  in  architecture,  erected  in 
the  reign  of  George  the  Third.    1822. 

Architectural  Association  sketch  book,  1903-08,  191 1. 

Brandon.    Open  timber  roofs  of  the  middle  ages.    1849. 

Clayton.  Collection  of  the  ancient  timber  edifices  in  England. 
1846. 

Detroit  Publishing  Company.  Reproductions  of  works  of  art  in 
art  museums  of  Brooklyn,  Buffalo,  Chicago,  Detroit,  New  Haven,  New 
York,  Toledo,  Washington,  Worcester.    9v.     19 16. 

Eberlein.  Interiors,  fireplaces  and  furniture  of  the  Italian  renais- 
sance.   1916. 

Lowell.    Smaller  Italian  villas  and  farmhouses.    1916. 

Newcomb.  Franciscan  mission  architecture  of  Alta  California. 
1916. 

Onfroy  de  Braille.  Costumes  europeens  du  I7e  au  I9e  si^de. 
▼.I.    1909. 

Pittsburgh  views;  26  illustrations  of  early  Pittsburgh,  1837-82. 
Porter.    Lombard  architecture,    v.2,  4.    191 5-16. 
Stauffer.    American  engravers  upon  copper  and  steel.    2v.    1917. 
Stein.    Les  jardins  de  France,  des  origines  i  la  fin  du  i8e  siecle. 

1913. 

Swarbrick.    Robert  Adam  and  his  brothers.    191 5. 

Vallance.    Old  colleges  of  Oxford.    1912. 

Wenzel.    Modern  decorative  art.    7v. 

Western  journal  and  civilian,  1848-1855,  v.i-13. 

Periodical  Division 

The  ntunber  of  readers  in  the  Periodical  Room  was  67,516 
(53i8io  men  and  13,706  women).  This  is  16,523  less  than 
the  number  of  readers  in  191 5.  The  largest  attendance  on 
one  day  was  342,  on  November  19. 
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The  number  of  magazines  on  our  list  on  January  i,  191 6, 
was  1,080,  of  which  360  were  gifts.  The  number  of  news- 
papers was  79,  of  which  25  were  gifts.  These  figfures  repre- 
sent the  number  which  arrived  regularly  tmtil  March  191 6, 
since  which  time  we  have  received  no  German  or  Austrian 
publications.  This  reduced  the  number  regularly  received 
since  March  191 6  to  998  magazines  and  75  newspapers.  None 
of  the  other  foreign  periodicals  on  our  list  failed  to  arrive, 
although  there  was  naturally  much  irregularity  and  delay  in 
receiving  them.  The  following  magazines,  formerly  on  our 
list,  which  have  been  suspended  since  the  beginning  of  the  war 
are  not  included  in  this  record,  since  they  were  not  published 
at  all  during  1916: 

L'architecte. 

Art  et  decoration. 

Bulletin  de  la  Soci^t^  Chimique  de  Belgique. 

L'electricien. 

Raguenet.    Materiaux  et  documents  d'architecture. 

Recueil  des  travaux  chimiques  des  Pays-Bas  et  de  la  Belgique. 

Revue  de  m^anique. 

Revue  g^n^rale  des  chemins  de  fer. 

Revue  universelle  des  mines. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  in  the  present  state  of  Europe,  so 
few  of  the  periodicals  on  our  large  foreign  subscription  list 
have  suspended  publication. 

Technolo^  Department 

The  ntunber  of  reference  volumes  in  the  Technology  De- 
partment is  43>739,  of  which  1,720  were  added  during  the 
year.  The  attendance  was  31,027  and  the  use  of  books  from 
the  stacks  amounted  to  59,133  volumes.  This  figure  includes 
5,638  volumes  used  by  visitors  to  the  Reference  Department. 

The  trade  literature  collection  now  contains  about  300 
house  organs  and  9,305  trade  catalogues,  of  which  i  ,642  were 
added  during  191 6. 

The  M.  E.  Wadsworth  gift,  mentioned  in  the  annual  re- 
port for  1 914,  has  been  provided  with  a  special  bookplate  and 
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partially  catalogued.  A  list  of  about  250  volimics  of  this  col- 
lection, catalogued  during  the  year,  appeared  in  the  Monthly 
Bulletin  for  December.  The  Monthly  Bulletin  for  November 
contained  a  brief  Hst,  "Scientific  and  technical  reference 
books,"  a  list  which  has  been  revised  and  reprinted  here  an- 
nually, but  not  previously  published.  A  second  edition  of  the 
Index  to  the  classified  catalogue  of  the  Technology  Depart- 
ment, revised  to  May  i,  1916  and  containing  about  5,000  en- 
tries, was  issued  in  pamphlet  form.  A  thirty-nine  page  list  on 
"Road  dust  preventives"  was  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  as  well 
as  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  April.  Numerous  lists  on  tech- 
nical subjects  have  been  made,  the  more  important  ones  filed 
for  future  use,  and  a  niunber  of  earlier  ones  kept  up  to  date. 
One  of  especial  interest  is  a  list  of  references  on  the  industries 
and  engineering  activities  of  the  Pittsburgh  region. 

The  members  of  the  staff  have  looked  up,  or  given  actual 
assistance  with,  more  than  5,800  reference  questions  during 
the  year.  Of  these,  512  were  received  and  answered  by  tele- 
phone and  more  than  250  by  letter,  the  questions  by  mail 
coming  from  28  states  and  several  foreign  countries. 

Apprentice  Qass 

The  Apprentice  Class  was  discontinued  in  191 5,  when  it 
was  necessary  to  reduce  the  staff  because  of  a  curtailed  income. 
In  April  19 16  it  became  necessary  to  prepare  a  ntmiber  of 
assistants  for  the  vacancies  which  invariably  occur  on  a  large 
staff.  The  apprentice  training  as  now  given  is  much  sim- 
plified, and  the  class  work  has  been  reduced  to  a  minimum. 
It  has  not  been  possible  to  have  any  one  person  devote  her 
entire  time  to  the  apprentices,  and  tlie  emphasis  is  placed  on 
practice  work.  Qasses  in  literature,  classification  and  the  use 
of  the  catalogue  have  been  held  on  Monday  mornings,  and 
single  talks  on  various  subjects  have  been  pven.  From  April 
to  December  three  examinations  for  admission  to  the  appren- 
tice course  were  held.  Five  applicants  completed  the  train- 
ing and  are  now  on  the  staff,  and  five  are  now  doing  their 
practice  work  and  class  work.    The  number  of  applicants  has 
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been  fewer  than  usual.  The  general  prosperity  makes  it  less 
necessary  for  all  members  of  a  family  to  be  employed;  other 
forms  of  work  are  giving  much  larger  financial  returns,  and 
the  need  for  workers  in  all  lines  has  been  very  great. 

Work  with  the  Blind 

The  circulation  of  embossed  books  for  the  year  was  4,387, 
an  increase  of  51  over  the  preceding  year.  The  largest  cir- 
culation was  during  the  summer  months,  when  the  Library 
supplied  vacation  reading  to  forty-eight  boys  and  girls  from 
the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind.  At  the 
close  of  the  school  year  the  assistant  in  charge  made  an  address 
to  the  pupils,  and  a  large  number  responded  by  sending  to  the 
Library  lists  of  desired  books. 

The  book  collection  now  numbers  2,063  volimies,  of  which 
123  were  added  during  the  year.  Gifts  were  received  from 
various  sources,  the  Bible  Training  School  of  South  Lancaster, 
Massachusetts,  and  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  Blind  being  among  the  chief  donors.  The  deposit  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching  Society  has  been  increased  to 
863  volumes,  so  that  blind  readers  in  the  24  counties  of  our 
district  have  the  use  of  a  total  collection  of  2,926  voltunes. 

Our  active  borrowers  number  322,  of  whom  43  are  using 
the  Library  for  the  first  time  this  year.  Two  regular  and 
appreciative  readers  first  heard  of  the  possibility  of  using  our 
books  through  members  of  the  Library  staff  who  were  spend- 
ing vacations  in  western  Pennsylvania  and  suggested  to  them 
that  they  might  apply  to  us  for  books.  Most  of  the  new 
readers  were  first  pupils  of  the  home  teachers  employed  by 
the  Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching  Society  and  the  books  for 
beginners  in  the  different  types  have  been  in  demand  by  them. 

Thanks  are  once  more  due  to  the  Pennsylvania  Association 
for  the  Blind  and  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 
Blind  for  their  cooperation  in  sending  new  readers  to  the 
Library  and  giving  help  to  those  needing  training  or  em- 
ployment. 
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The  circulation  of  books  in  embossed  type  was  as  follows : 

American  Braille 1,766 

English  Braille a8 

Line 38 

Moon 2,00s 

New  York  Point 550 


Total 4,387 

Lending  Department 

For  the  year  191 5  there  was  no  report  of  the  Lending  De- 
partment as  a  whole.  In  June  19 16  the  work  of  the  chief 
lending  librarian  was  expanded  to  include  some  of  the  duties 
of  the  former  superintendent  of  circulation. 

The  total  circulation  of  adult  books  through  the  Central 
Lending  Division,  branches,  stations  and  the  Division  of  the 
Blind  was  549,804,  a  decrease  of  104,037  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

The  circulation  of  books   in   foreign  languages  was  as 

follows :  Collection     Circulation 

Arabic 13          

Bohemian 7  2 

Chinese 55          

Croatian 14  7 

Danish  and  Norwegian 20  6 

Dutch 59  I 

Esperanto 52          

French 8,502  1,750 

German 16,795  7,473 

Greek 206  4 

Hebrew 234  176 

Hungarian 816  1,485 

lulian 2,661  1,845 

Latin 693           

Lithuanian 813  1,716 

PoUsh 2,856  6.438 

Portuguese 18  i 

Roumanian 10  9 

Russian 898  1,703 

Slovakian 9  3 

Spanish 357  '53 

Swedish 225  104 

Yiddish 2,953  7.226 

Toul 38.266         30.102 
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The  Lending  Department  agencies  all  show  large  losses 
for  the  year.  The  chief  causes  for  these  continued  losses  are 
that  neither  the  book  collection  nor  the  public  has  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  cut  in  the  appropriation  in  191 5.  In 
1915  there  was  a  net  gain  in  the  book  collection  of  only  3,502 
volumes,  although  17,163  volumes  were  added.  In  1916,  with 
the  addition  of  25,540  volumes,  the  net  gain  was  only  2,220 
volumes.  These  figures  show  that  for  the  last  two  years  it 
has  been  impossible  to  add  enough  copies  of  the  new  books  in 
demand  with  the  public  and  at  the  same  time  replace  the  books 
which  have  been  worn  out  and  withdrawn.  As  a  result  there 
are  many  books,  especially  in  the  branch  collections,  which  are 
so  shabby  that  readers  refuse  to  take  them  out. 

In  191 5  also,  only  the  most  essential  books  were  added  and 
no  fiction  was  bought.  The  public,  therefore,  became  used, 
only  too  soon,  to  finding  that  the  Library  did  not  have  the 
new  books  that  were  in  demand  and  so,  to  some  extent,  they 
became  weaned  from  the  reading  habit,  at  least  at  the  Library. 

The  foreign  book  collections,  especially,  need  to  be  greatly 
increased  by  new  titles.  It  is  just  now,  of  course,  impossible 
to  get  books  in  certain  languages  to  replace  those  which  are 
worn  out  and  discarded.  Many  of  the  foreign  books  have  been 
read  by  the  regular  branch  readers,  who,  finding  no  new  books, 
are  losing  the  library  habit. 

The  total  registration  of  borrowers  during  the  year  was 
14,581  (adult  7,388,  juvenile  7,193)  ;  the  reregistration  7,850 
(adult  5,937,  juvenile  1,913).  The  total  number  of  cards  in 
force  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  114,858. 

Central  Lending  Division 

The  circulation  for  the  year  was  166,667,  ^  decrease  of 
18,441,  and  the  smallest  circulation  for  twelve  months  since 
1912.  In  1915  scarcely  any  current  publications  were  bought 
and  the  reaction  from  this  is  still  felt.  The  only  classes  show- 
ing a  gain  were  sociology,  language,  history  and  travel.  The 
largest  losses,  except  in  fiction,  were  in  science  and  useful  arts, 
which  seems  to  prove  conclusively  what  the  desk  assistants 
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have  often  reported,  that  the  number  of  books  in  these  classes 
is  insufficient  for  the  demand.  This  shortage  of  books  is  the 
direct  result  of  several  causes,  the  lack  of  new  books  in  191 5, 
very  economical  buying  and  duplication  since  then,  and  the 
congestion  in  the  Bindery. 

In  January  the  parcel  post  and  express  service  to  non- 
resident borrowers,  which  was  discontinued  in  1915,  was  re- 
sumed. No  books  were  sent  out  until  the  last  of  January,  and 
in  the  eleven  months  705  volumes  were  sent  to  out-of-town 
borrowers  from  the  Central  Lending  Division.  The  fee  for 
individual  cards  is  now  two  dollars  instead  of  one,  as  formerly. 
An  additional  deposit  of  one  dollar  is  required  for  postage 
and  fines.  The  borrowers  who  call  for  their  books,  however, 
continue  to  pay  but  one  dollar  a  year.  Cards  are  issued  to  non- 
resident clubs  for  three  dollars,  plus  a  deposit  of  two  dollars 
for  postage  and  fines.  The  increased  fee  has  deterred  some 
of  our  readers  from  renewing  their  cards,  but  those  who  have 
renewed  them  are  most  appreciative  of  their  library  privileges. 

The  practice  of  replacing  the  worn  out  books  at  branches 
from  the  Central  collection  has  been  continued  whenever  pos- 
sible. The  last  three  years  have  taken  many  of  these  surplus 
copies,  therefore  the  saving  in  replacements  from  this  source 
will  be  less  next  year.  The  Central  withdrawals  constituted 
almost  one  third  of  the  deductions  for  the  year.  It  has  been  the 
exception  when  replacement  copies  of  fiction  have  been  ordered. 

The  general  methods  of  works  in  this  division  have  been 
the  same.  Owing  to  an  unusual  number  of  changes  on  the 
staff,  there  has  been  no  opportunity  to  do  more  than  keep  up 
with  the  daily  demands.  In  February  the  stack  pages  of  this 
division  were  transferred  from  the  supervision  of  the  shelf 
curator  to  that  of  the  chief  lending  librarian. 

Childrens  Department 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  191 6,  the  Childrens  Depart- 
ment operated  through  the  following  juvenile  agencies:  the 
Central  Childrens  Room,  8  branch  children's  rooms,  i  special 
children's  room  (Soho),  14  summer  playgrounds,  126  schools 
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(82  public,  23  parochial,  7  private  and  14  others),  3  home 
library  groups,  12  clubs. 

These  agencies  record  a  circulation  of  626,389  books, 
75,750  less  than  in  191 5.  For  the  fourth  successive  year  the 
issue  of  juvenile  books  is  larger  than  that  of  adult  books,  this 
year  the  difference  being  76,585  volumes.  In  all  reports  sub- 
mitted to  the  chief  of  the  Qiildrens  Department  are  certain 
common  statements  having  to  do  with  a  decrease  in  attend- 
ance, circulation  and  registrations.  This  decrease  is  ascribed 
to  three  principal  causes :  ( i )  the  closing  of  children's  rooms 
during  September  on  account  of  the  epidemic  of  infantile 
paralysis;  (2)  the  closing  of  children's  rooms  at  six  o'clock 
because  of  lack  of  funds  to  provide  necessary  evening  assist- 
ants; (3)  inadequate  book  collections. 

Of  these  three  causes,  by  far  the  most  serious  is  the  depleted 
condition  of  the  book  collection.  It  makes  discipline  more  dif- 
ficult; lessens  the  amount  of  reference  work  that  can  be  done, 
and  renders  the  story  hour  less  effective  because  of  the  in- 
ability to  supply  books  afterward.  The  increased  cost  of 
books  calls  for  a  proportionally  larger  sum  to  be  appropriated 
for  book  purchase. 

Much  good  work  has  been  accomplished  during  the  year 
but  it  has  been  achieved  only  through  making  the  greatest 
possible  use  of  limited  resources.  One  of  the  gratifying  phases 
of  the  year's  work  is  the  constantly  growing  cooperation  be- 
tween the  schools  and  the  Library.  This  cooperation  is  par- 
ticularly felt  in  connection  with  the  parochial  schools,  which 
have  shown  a  desire  to  benefit,  as  do  the  public  schools,  by 
what  the  Library  has  to  offer. 

Central  Childrens  Room 

Figures  for  the  year  show  a  decrease  in  attendance  of  i 
and  a  decrease  in  circulation  of  6,246  volumes.  During  Sep- 
tember the  room  was  closed  to  juvenile  borrowers  as  a  pre- 
caution against  the  epidemic  of  infantile  paralysis.  This 
partially  accounts  for  the  loss  in  circulation. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  year's  work  has 
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been  the  cooperation  with  the  schools  of  the  district.  Visits 
were  made  and  stories  told  in  the  Osceola,  Bellefield,  St.  Paul's, 
Liberty,  Madison  and  Holmes  Schools.  The  new  "Pittsburgh 
plan"  was  adopted  in  the  Holmes  School  in  October,  since 
which  time  classes  from  that  school  have  visited  the  Library 
regularly  three  afternoons  a  week. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Director  of  the  Car- 
negie Museum  to  have  a  guide  show  the  children  special  ex- 
hibits relating  to  their  school  work,  and  also  relating  to  the 
work  they  were  doing  in  the  Library.  The  children's  libra- 
rian was  notified  what  reference  work  had  been  assigned  to 
the  visiting  classes ;  she  then  notified  the  Museum  what  it  was 
desirable  to  show  the  classes,  and  in  this  way  a  good  system 
of  cooperation  was  established.  These  visits  have  been  con- 
tinued for  three  months  with  apparent  success.  The  imme- 
diate result  has  been  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  reference 
work  done,  as  the  children  realize  through  the  help  they  re- 
ceive during  a  school  visit  that  they  can  receive  the  same  help 
when  they  come  voluntarily  after  school. 

The  Childrens  Room  has  cooperated  as  far  as  possible 
with  the  Fine  Arts  Department  of  the  Carnegie  Institute  in 
the  series  of  monthly  lectures  given  to  the  children.  These 
lectures  are  a  good  advertisement  for  the  Library,  as  they 
draw  a  large  crowd  of  children  who  visit  the  Childrens  Room 
before  and  after  the  lectures,  and  some  reference  is  usually 
made  during  the  talk  to  the  Library  and  the  books  which  can 
be  obtained  there. 


Story  Hours  and  Reading  Circles 

The  story-telling  has  been  one  of  the  very  satisfactory  ac- 
complishments of  the  year.  It  has  attracted  a  great  deal  of 
attention  from  teachers  and  mothers  and  has  thereby  given  an 
acceptable  publicity  to  the  possibilities  the  Library  offers  edu- 
cationally and  recreationally.  Many  requests  for  story-telling 
were,  however,  regretfully  refused  because  the  staff  was  not 
large  enough.  These  requests  came  from  public  and  private 
schools,   women's  clubs,   churches,   individuals   and   various 
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organizations  both  within  and  without  the  city.  The  story- 
telling in  the  Library  and  its  different  agencies  received,  of 
course,  first  attention.  The  total  attendance  at  the  story  hours 
was  112,  797. 

The  Library  loses  every  year  assistants  whom  it  would  glad- 
ly retain  as  story-tellers,  but  naturally  it  cannot  hope  to  hold,  at 
the  salary  it  can  pay  to  assistants,  those  who  receive  offers, 
at  higher  salaries,  to  take  charge  of  children's  work  or  story- 
telling elsewhere.  During  the  two  years  of  decreased  appro- 
priati(Hi  the  practice  work  of  the  students  of  the  Library  School 
in  story-telling  has  been  particularly  appreciated  by  the  staff. 

Month  by  month,  the  inquiries  by  mail  concerning  story- 
telling, selection,  sources,  method,  organization  and  so  on, 
continue  to  increase.  In  March  the  pamphlet  ''Stories  to 
tell  to  children"  was  printed  and  has  proved  useful  in  meeting 
these  inquiries.  It  has,  however,  also  stimulated  an  interest 
in  the  cycle  story  outlines  which  it  does  not  include,  so  that  it 
would  seem  advisable  to  publish  the  outlines  for  cycles  from 
the  Iliad,  the  Odyssey  and  the  Persian  hero  stories  as  soon  as 
time  can  be  found  to  complete  the  preparation  of  them.  From 
every  agency  in  the  system  comes  the  same  statement,  namely, 
that  the  impoverished  book  collections  fail  even  to  begin  to 
supply  the  books  to  follow  the  story. 

During  the  year  the  ever  increasing  interest  in  the  drama 
has  been  manifest  to  a  degree  unanticipated.  Requests  are 
constantly  made  for  help  in  the  selection  of  "plays  for  chil- 
dren'' and  "stories  to  dramatize/'  also  for  material  on  pag- 
eants, costume,  staging,  and  subject  matter  for  presentation 
in  scho(d  work.  In  order  to  be  in  touch  with  the  whole  move- 
ment and  to  be  of  as  much  service  as  possible  to  the  community 
in  this  direction,  the  Childrens  Department  accepted  a  some- 
what large  representation  on  the  Junior  Committee  of  the 
Drama  League  of  Pittsburgh,  whose  meetings  are  held  at  the 
Library. 

A  selected  list  of  thirty-one  plays  for  children  under  six- 
teen years  of  age  has  been  prepared  and  is  now  ready  for 
publication.     Through  correspondence  with  publishers  and 
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authors,  full  information  regarding  acting  rights  and  royalties 
was  obtained.  This  information  is  given  with  the  entry  for 
each  play,  together  with  a  rather  comprehensive  annotation, 
and  the  Library  call  number.  The  time  spent  in  this  work 
will,  it  is  hoped,  repay  the  Library  because  of  the  usefulness 
of  the  list,  the  opportunity  it  may  give  the  Childrens  Depart- 
ment to  supply  books  of  plays  for  children,  and  because  of  the 
annotations,  filed  for  future  reference,  for  a  large  number  of 
plays  which  were  rejected. 


Home  Libraries  and  Reading  Qubs 

It  is  a  cause  for  concern  that  another  year  has  passed  and 
the  Home  Libraries  and  Reading  Club  Division  of  the  Library 
has  not  been  revived.  The  book  collection  has  been  absorbed 
by  the  other  activities  of  the  department  and  the  former  super- 
visor is  first  assistant  in  the  Schools  Division.  Fifteen  centres 
(three  groups  and  twelve  reading  clubs)  have  been  main- 
tained as  a  field  for  practice  work  for  the  students  of  the  Car- 
negie Library  School. 

Since  this  club  and  group  work  is  now  conducted  entirely 
by  the  students  of  the  Carnegie  Library  School,  it  seems  essen- 
tial in  many  ways  that  more  time  be  allowed  the  assistant  in 
charge  to  visit  these  centres  personally  in  order  to  be  able  to 
criticize  and  instruct  more  closely.  The  present  arrangement, 
however,  has  not  made  this  possible.  The  attendance  at  the 
story  hours  was  9,367  for  the  year. 

From  November  13  to  continue  into  January,  the  first 
assistant  in  charge  of  home  libraries  and  one  other  assistant 
of  the  Schools  Division  staff  were  assigned  to  assist  at  the 
Schcnley  High  School  library. 

Summer  Playgrounds 

The  Schools  Division,  for  the  second  year,  carried  the 
summer  playground  work.  Story  hours  were  held  at  four- 
teen playgrounds  during  the  summer.  In  three  of  these, 
which  were  circulating  centres,  story  hours  were  held  once 
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a  week  through  June  and  twice  a  week  through  July,  and 
in  one  circulating  centre  stories  were  told  once  a  week  through 
June  and  July.  At  eight  playgrounds  stories  were  told  once 
a  week  through  July,  at  one  through  the  latter  part  of  July 
and  the  first  of  August,  and  at  one  through  June,  July  and 
August.  The  students  from  the  Carnegie  Library  School 
told  the  stories  in  all  but  two  of  these  playgrounds.  South  Side 
Recreation  Park  and  Lewis  Playground,  which  were  pro- 
vided for  by  the  South  Side  Branch  and  Hazelwood  Branch. 
The  total  number  of  stories  told  was  296,  and  the  total  at- 
tendance was  6,029.  The  total  circulation  of  books  through 
these  agencies  was  4,096. 

Schools  Division 

During  the  year  books  were  lent  to  71  elementary  public 
schools,  1 1  high  schools,  23  parochial  schools,  7  other  private 
schools,  3  Sunday  schools,  3  night  schools,  5  summer  schools, 
the  Training  School  for  Teachers,  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  and  the  Board  of  Education  offices 
in  the  Fulton  building,  a  total  of  126  agencies. 

The  total  home  circulation  of  books  was  158,266  vol- 
umes, an  increase  of  929  over  191 5.  The  class  room  circula- 
tion was  454,820,  a  gain  of  124,873.  The  total  number  of 
books  in  the  schools  collection  is  28,887. 

Early  in  the  year  the  following  tentative  plan  for  co- 
operation between  the  Pittsburgh  Board  of  Education  and 
the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  was  prepared  and  pre- 
sented. 

School  Libraries 

Co-opcradT*  Pl«o  b«tw««B  Board  of  Edacsdon 

•ad  Camotfie  Library  of  Pittabargh 

School  libraries  to  be  administered  by  the  teacher-librarians  under 
supervision  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  through  its  Schools 
Division. 

The  teacher-librarians  and  assistants  to  be  recommended  by  the 
Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  and  appointed  and  paid  by  the  Board 
of  Education.    Teacher-librarians  to  rank  as  members  of  the  faculty. 
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The  number  of  assistants  in  each  library  to  be  determined  by  the 
average  attendance  per  day.  The  basis  to  be  one  assistant  per  two 
hundred  students. 

Requirements  for  teacher-librarians 

College  degree. 

Certificate  or  diploma  from  an  accredited  library  school. 

Teaching  experience  desirable  but  not  required. 

Library  experience  of  sufficient  length  and  quality  to  meet  the 
approval  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and 
the  Librarian  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 

Salary  of  teacher-librarians  to  be  determined  on  the  same  basis  u 
t^-it^herf  of  English.    Assistants  on  relative  basis. 


Hours 

Hours  to  be  determined  by  the  needs  of  the  school,  but  not  to  ex- 
f^ed  forty-two  hours  per  week. 

If  school  libraries  are  open  special  hours  in  connection  with  ex- 
tension work,  additional  service  should  be  provided  as  agreed  by  the 
Board  of  Education  and  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh.  This  to 
be  decided  in  accordance  with  the  purpose  of  each  library,  whether 
planned  as  public  deposit  station  or  to  meet  school  needs  only. 

Scope  of  Library 

School  libraries  are  not  to  be  open  to  the  general  public  except 
where  such  rooms  and  equipment  have  been  provided  as  will  prevent 
interference  with  the  purpose  of  the  school  library,  that  is,  to  serve  the 
pupils  and  faculty. 

Equiptncnt 

Permanent  equipment,  such  as  shelving,  desks,  tables,  filing  cases, 
etc.  selected  with  the  approval  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh 
and  furnished  by  Board  of  Education. 

Rooms,  heat,  light,  janitor  service  to  be  provided  by  Board  of 
Education. 

Supplies 

All  printed  supplies  uniform  with  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh 
forms  to  be  supplied  by  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh.  Those  uni- 
form with  the  Board  of  Education  forms  to  be  supplied  by  Board  of 
Education.  All  supplies  for  ordering,  accessioning,  shelf  listing,  cata- 
loguing, mechanical  preparation  of  books  to  be  supplied  by  the  Car- 
negie Library  of  Pittsburgh. 
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Charging  desk  supplies  to  be  furnished  by  Carnegie  Library  of 
Pittsburgh. 

All  small  supplies  carried  in  Board  of  Education  stock  to  be  fur- 
nished by  Board  of  Education. 

Book-plates  and  ownership  marks  to  be  decided  upon  by  Super- 
intendent and  Librarian. 

Contagious  disease  cases  to  be  cared  for  by  the  teacher-librarian 
through  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 

Transportation  and  Messenger  Service 

The  Board  of  Education  to  transfer  original  collections  and  meet 
all  extraordinary  demands.  The  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  to 
transport  current  collections  and  supply  necessary  messenger  service. 

Delinquent  book  service  to  be  handled  by  the  Carnegie  Library  of 
Pittsburgh  after  all  means  available  at  school  office  have  been  used. 

Book  Collections 

Books  on  permanent  deposit;  that  is,  reference  books  or  "books 
in  sets/'  to  be  purchased  by  the  Board  of  Education  but  prepared  for 
the  shelves  by  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh.  Periodicals  and 
newspapers  to  be  purchased  by  the  Board  of  Education. 

General  collections  of  books  circulated  for  home  use,  such  as  those 
used  temporarily,  to  be  lent  or  supplied  by  Carnegie  Library  of  Pitts- 
burgh. 

Picture  collections,  lantern-slides,  Victrola  records,  to  be  pur- 
chased by  Board  of  Education.  Clippings,  pamphlets  and  ephemeral 
material  to  be  supplied  by  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  and  Board 
of  Education  as  consistent  with  policy  of  each. 

Book  selection  to  be  made  by  the  teacher-librarian  from  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  principal  and  approved  by  Carnegie  Library  of  Pitts- 
burgh. 

Reports  to  be  submitted  monthly  by  teacher-librarian  to  principal 
of  school  and  to  supervisor  of  Schools  Division,  Carnegie  Library  of 
Pittsburgh. 

Routine  to  conform  as  far  as  possible  to  the  branch  routine  of  the 
Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh.  Where  the  best  interests  of  the 
school  library  require  variations,  these  shall  be  decided  by  the  teacher- 
librarian  with  the  approval  of  the  supervisor  of  the  Schools  Division  of 
the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 

The  event  of  the  year  was  the  opening  of  the  Schenley 
High  School  Hbrary  on  October  i6,  1916.     The  use  of  the 
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library  during  the  two  months  and  a  half  it  has  been  opened 
has  exceeded  expectation.  There  was  an  average  attendance, 
for  reference  use  only,  of  426  pupils  a  day.  It  was  anticipated 
before  opening,  and  proved  soon  after,  that  more  assistants 
must  be  provided  or  the  attendance  would  have  to  be  restricted. 
Until  regular  assistants  could  be  provided,  different  members 
of  the  staff  were  scheduled  for  the  mornings,  and  students 
from  the  Carnegie  Library  School  were  assigned  for  practice 
work  in  the  afternoons. 

In  general  the  beginning  has  been  most  gratifying,  and 
the  adjustments  which  will  come  will  be  only  those  which 
would  inevitably  result  from  lack  of  precedent  and  from  the 
fact  that  the  opening  of  the  library  had  to  be  somewhat  rushed. 

The  work  in  the  other  high  schools  is  being  directed  with 
the  idea  that  in  time  this  new  plan  will  be  carried  out  in  all 
of  the  high  schools.  The  Fifth  Avenue  High  School  station 
was  continued  during  the  year.  At  present  the  pupils  of  the 
Pcabody  High  School  are  required  to  do  all  their  reference 
work  at  the  East  Liberty  Branch.  The  school  building  is  to 
be  remodeled,  however,  and  plans  have  been  accepted  which 
include  a  library  in  the  half  basement. 

There  have  been  the  usual  loans  of  books  to  South  High 
School,  Riverside  High  School,  Westinghouse  High  School, 
Pcabody  High  School  and  Ralston  High  School. 

The  work  with  the  elementary  schools  was  conducted  as 
well  as  was  possible  under  handicapping  conditions.  The 
staff  of  the  Schools  Division  was  too  small  and  too  fluctuating 
to  permit  of  organization  in  the  way  most  to  be  desired  for 
the  future.  The  shortage  of  books  added  greatly  to  the  dif- 
ficulties. The  ultimate  purpose,  however,  was  kept  in  view 
and  such  temporary  arrangements  were  made  as  the  circum- 
stances warranted. 

One  of  the  school  stations  which  demonstrated  most  clearly 
what  can  be  accomplished  where  the  principal  of  the  school  and 
the  Library  give  of  the  best  they  have  was  the  Springfield 
School  station.  The  total  circulation  for  the  year  was  8,947, 
a  loss  of  3,167  from  1915.     But  one  book  was  issued  on  a 
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card  during  the  past  year,  instead  of  two,  as  in  the  first  half 
of  the  previous  year.  The  total  number  of  registrations 
was  742.  The  afternoon  work  here  with  the  children  pro- 
gressed steadily  in  quality  of  service.  It  has  been  possible 
to  follow  the  reading  of  each  individual  pupil  enrolled  in  the 
Springfield  School  and  some  very  satisfactory  results  of  two 
years'  use  of  the  Library  are  evident.  These  foreign  children 
from  destitute  homes  arc  gaining  a  love  for  good  literature 
and  a  power  of  expression  which  are  an  inspiration  to  teachers. 
Library  staff  and  students  working  among  them. 

The  parochial  schools  have  become  thoroughly  aroused  to 
the  results  to  be  obtained  from  cooperation  with  the  Library, 
and  their  demands  have  been  continuous  and  insistent.  It  is 
a  matter  for  keen  regret  that  so  frequently  the  requests  had 
to  be  refused  because  of  lack  of  books. 

The  nvimber  of  parochial  schools  using  the  Schools  Divi- 
sion of  the  Library  during  the  year  increased  from  nine  to 
twenty-three.  These  are  chiefly  schools  under  the  orders  of 
Sisters  of  Charity  and  Sisters  of  Mercy. 

At  the  Training  School  for  Teachers  the  course  with  senior 
students  in  the  use  of  books  and  libraries  has  been  carried  on 
under  the  direction  of  the  Schools  Division.  The  super- 
visor of  the  Schools  Division  again  gave  her  lectures  on  chil- 
dren's literature  to  the  junior  students,  according  to  the  plan 
inaugurated  last  year. 

The  Schools  Division  also  cooperated  with  the  principal 
in  a  new  plan  for  supervised  study.  In  September  a  list  of 
books  was  chosen  for  the  reading  of  senior  and  junior  stu- 
dents respectively.  These  were  supplied  by  the  school,  sup- 
plemented by  a  deposit  from  the  Library,  and  apportioned 
among  the  students  for  reading.  The  first  assistant  of  the 
Schools  Division  spent  two  mornings  a  week  at  the  school, 
thus  meeting  each  division  of  the  two  classes  for  a  one  hour 
period.  Besides  supervising  their  study,  she  was  able  to 
assist  the  students  in  reference  work,  to  show  them  the  re- 
sources of  their  own  library,  and  to  interest  them  in  the  Car- 
negie Library  of  Pittsburgh. 
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Game^  Libniy  Sdiool 

Qi  April  I.  1916  the  Tramii^  Sdiool  for  Childrais  Libra- 
naai  hrr^mr  a  dcpaitmcnt  of  the  Carnegie  Insdtxxte  and  its 
aame  vas  cLmgcd  to  Carnegie  Ubraiy  ScfaooL  As  the  school 
vas  mdcr  the  directioo  of  the  Librarv.  the  Librarian  ossumtd 
xiat  tide  of  Director,  and  the  former  Director  was  given  die 
tztie  oc  Pnadpal  and  continued  to  be  the  execntxTe  officer. 

There  were  twentr-six  junior  students,  five  senior  students 
and  one  special  student  enrolled  in  the  SchooL  Janoary  i.  1916. 

TweatT-fire  certificates  were  issued  to  students  who  had 
sacccssfoIiT  oompteted  the  work  of  the  junior  year:  one  special 
ceiciikatr  and  eight  diplomas  were  awarded  to  students  who 
bad  ODiDpletBd  respectrrdr  the  special  course  and  the  two 


Oi  September  27  die  School  opened  for  its  sixteenth  rear. 
vidi  an  eorolnient  of  twentv-seven  junior  students*  nine  senior 
srrmirnrs  and  one  special  student. 

SoctBcn  siaiesw  :&c%cuteen  coUeges  and  universities,  and  one 
cfirrarx  sczkkI  are  represented  by  die  student  body. 

LawfoioeTille  Branch 


The  circuSatiao  for  the  year  shows  a  loss  of  1 1.67S  in  the 
aiSak  vkpanmeot.  6.776  in  the  jmtnile.  a  total  loss  of  1&454, 
as  compared  with  191 5> 

The  LawTcoccTille  district  in  the  last  few  vears  has  been 
GEftJerpcQg  a  change.  Many  of  die  older  residents  are  mor- 
iag  tc  odKT  parts  of  the  city  and  their  places  are  being  taken 
by  foresgners:  ako  an  increase  in  die  number  of  cokced 
readers  has  been  rK^ticed.  The  K>$ses  in  circulaticci  were 
casscd  £K<h  by  the  lack  of  new  boc4cs  and  by  ecorKxnic  coo- 
£taocis  and  dae  financial  status  of  ihe  cv^mronity.  Wlien 
daxs  are  gwd  the  people  are  t\x^  Uisy  iv^  read. 

The  wvfffc  with  schixJs  was,  as  it  ah\a\^  is^  ^^^  of  the 
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most  satisfactory  parts  of  the  branch  work.  There  are  twenty- 
six  schools  in  the  Lawrenceville  district,  eighteen  public  and 
eight  parochial.  The  interest  and  cooperation  of  the  teachers 
and  principals  were  very  strong,  but  on  account  of  the  large 
number  of  schools  the  work  that  could  be  done  with  each  one 
was  limited. 

In  October  there  was  an  essay  contest  for  the  seventh  and 
eighth  grades.  The  subjects  were,  "Pittsburgh,  her  historic 
landmarks,"  and  "Pittsburgh  before  1816."  Books  on  the 
subjects  were  reserved  for  them,  lists  of  which  were  sent 
to  each  principal.  It  was  not  possible  to  keep  statistics  of 
the  number  of  children  who  used  these  books,  but  the  adult 
reference  room  was  crowded  every  afternoon  for  a  week. 

The  special  weekly  story  hours  for  each  grade,  from  the 
first  through  the  eighth,  were  begun  on  December  i.  Letters 
were  sent  to  the  principals  telling  them  of  the  general  plan  of 
the  story  hours  and  a  card  was  sent  to  the  teacher  of  the  grade 
for  which  the  story  was  being  told. 

A  great  deal  of  attention  was  paid  to  systematic  adver- 
tising. Notices  were  put  in  the  local  paper  of  new  books  added 
to  the  collection.  Cards  were  sent  to  people  especially  inter- 
ested in  various  subjects.  When  new  German  books  came 
cards  were  sent  to  the  old  borrowers  who  had  read  all  of  the 
old  collection.  Notices  of  new  Polish  books  and  lists  of  them 
were  sent  to  the  Polish  paper. 

The  branch  had  two  window  exhibits  this  year,  one  in  a 
vacant  store  at  5229  Butler  Street  and  the  other  in  the  base- 
ment windows  of  the  branch.  The  three  windows  in  the  staff 
room  lend  themselves  very  well  for  that  purpose.  The  book 
display  was  directly  on  the  street  and  proved  an  effective 
means  of  interesting  the  passer-by.  At  both  of  the  exhibits 
there  were  new  adult  and  juvenile  books,  lists,  magazines,  bul- 
letins, and  advertisements  of  Library  activities. 

During  "Good  book  week,"  in  December,  copies  of  "Books 
boys  like  best,"  published  by  the  Library  Commission,  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  were  distributed  to  the  parents  and  older 
children  who  came  to  the  Library.    At  Christmas  time  copies 
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of  the  Christmas  list  published  by  the  Childrens  Department 
were  given  out  in  the  same  way. 

T)rped  notices  of  the  branch  activities  were  sent  to  each 
school  in  the  fall  with  the  request  that  the  notices  be  bulle- 
tined for  the  children,  and  in  most  cases  this  was  done. 

The  graded  lists  which  were  issued  by  the  Qiildrens  De- 
partment were  very  useful  and  advertised  extensively  some  of 
the  best  books  in  the  collection. 

In  connection  with  the  cycle  story  hours,  stories  from  the 
Volsunga  saga  were  told  during  the  year  and  the  Greek  cycle 
was  begun  in  the  fall. 

There  was  an  attendance  of  3,625  at  the  little  children's 
story  hour,  an  increase  of  639  over  191 5.  Saturday  after- 
noon was  again  chosen  as  the  best  time  for  the  story  hour  for 
the  younger  children.  The  late  dismissal  of  school  and  the 
great  distance  many  of  the  children  had  to  come  made  this 
seem  the  best  day.  This  story  hour  was  continued  through 
the  summer  with  small  but  enthusiastic  groups. 

On  account  of  the  small  staff,  and  the  closing  of  the 
Childrens  Room  in  the  evening,  there  was  little  time  for 
club  work.  A  travel  club  for  girls  about  ten  years  old  was 
organized  in  the  fall.  Books  of  travel  and  fiction  dealing 
with  various  countries  were  read  and  discussed,  and  pictures 
were  shown  to  illustrate  the  manners  and  customs  of  the 
countries. 

The  weekly  informal  poetry  hour  was  continued.  The 
children  were  encouraged  to  memorize  good  poems  and  to 
recite  them.  By  this  means  the  circulation  of  books  of  poetry 
was  increased.     (Table  10.) 

West  End  Branch 

CircuUdon 

Adttit 21,635 

Juvenile 20,772 

Total 42,407 

The  circulation  for  the  year  shows  a  loss  of  1,861  in  the 
adult  department,  1,816  in  the  juvenile,  a  total  loss  of  3,677. 
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The  only  encouraging  feature  of  the  circulation  for  1916  is 
the  fact  that  the  total  loss  of  3,677  was  approximately  one 
third  less  than  the  loss  of  5,284  in  191 5. 

Here,  as  elsewhere  in  the  system,  the  book  collection,  which 
held  out  quite  well  through  191 5,  has  been  much  depleted 
this  year.  As  there  was  a  great  demand  for  new  books  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  after  the  period  when  almost  no 
additions  were  made  to  this  collection,  it  seemed  wise  to  spend 
most  of  the  available  book  fund  for  new  titles.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  popular  old  books,  both  adult  and  juvenile,  have 
grown  shabby  and  unattractive.  An  interesting  fact  in  this 
connection  was  the  noticeable  decrease  in  the  circulation  of 
fiction.  The  total  loss  in  circtdation  was  3,677,  while  the  loss 
in  the  circulation  of  fiction  was  3,582,  thus  reducing  the  fiction 
circulated  in  191 6  to  53.4  per  cent,  of  the  entire  circulation. 

Another  reason  for  the  decrease  in  circulation  this  year 
was  the  almost  tmprecedented  prosperity,  which  deprived  the 
people  of  leisure  time.  Almost  every  one  who  was  physically 
able  to  work  held  a  business  position  of  some  sort,  and  no  one 
willing  to  work  needed  to  remain  idle. 

There  were  eight  schools  with  which  the  West  End  Branch 
came  into  direct  contact,  one  high  school,  four  grammar  schools 
and  three  parochial  schools.  Special  efforts  were  made  to 
cooperate  with  these.  Twenty-six  visits  were  made  during 
the  year,  when  stories  were  told  and  an  effort  was  made  to 
find  out  in  what  ways  the  branch  could  best  serve  the  schools 
in  its  district.  All  the  principals  in  these  schools  are  most 
friendly  to  the  Library.  The  teachers  were  specially  pleased 
with  the  graded  lists  prepared  during  the  year  by  the  Chil- 
drens  Department.  A  satisfactory  use  of  the  books  by  the 
children  resulted. 

During  191 6,  59  stories  were  told  in  schools  to  4,322 
children.  In  addition  to  this,  letters,  posters  and  anounce- 
ments  were  sent  out,  and  constant  vigilance  was  maintained 
in  order  to  follow  up  requests  from  teachers. 

The  work  with  the  Riverside  High  School  was  carried  on 
by  the  adult  department  and  consisted  of  lectures  at  the  school 
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on  the  use  of  a  public  library,  with  practical  demonstration  at 
the  branch  of  the  use  of  such  general  reference  books  as  dic- 
tionaries, encyclopedias  and  year-books,  followed  by  work 
with  the  card  catalogue.  Similar  work  was  done  with  the 
continuation  school  department  and  the  night  school  at  the 
Thaddeus  Stevens  School.  Besides  the  schools  in  the  imme- 
diate locality,  nine  out-of-town  schools  borrowed  books  from 
the  branch. 

In  addition  to  the  work  with  schools,  two  weekly  story 
hours  were  conducted  at  the  branch  during  almost  all  of  the 
school  year,  a  story  hour  for  small  children  on  Monday 
afternoon  and  for  older  children  on  Thursday  afternoon. 
At  the  latter  the  Greek  and  Norse  cycle  stories  were  told. 
The  total  attendance  at  story  hour  in  the  branch  was  2,666, 
an  increase  of  363  over  191 5.  This  is  the  largest  attendance 
since  191 1,  when  the  figures  were  3,714. 

The  work  with  the  clubs  of  the  district  was  active  and 
satisfactory.  In  January  a  boys'  debating  club  was  formed 
to  minister  to  the  social  as  well  as  to  the  intellectual  needs 
of  a  group  of  high  school  boys.  The  program  consisted  of 
practice  work  in  debating,  with  an  occasional  speech  on  a 
timely  subject  delivered  by  some  friend  of  the  branch. 

There  was  also  the  West  End  Study  Club,  organized  very 
early  in  the  history  of  the  branch,  and  a  Leam-English  Club 
for  the  foreigners  whom  the  closing  of  night  school  left  with- 
out means  of  study. 

The  two  engine-houses  in  the  district  formed  clubs  for  bor- 
rowing books  by  pooling  their  cards  at  the  branch  and  taking 
out  a  collection  of  thirty  or  forty  books  once  a  month.  They 
were  kept  at  the  engine-houses  where  a  fireman-librarian  cared 
for  them. 

The  branch  was  represented  at  various  commimity  meet- 
ings in  the  course  of  the  year.  "Grood  book  week"  was  sup- 
ported in  several  ways — ^by  special  exhibits  of  some  of  the 
best  books,  bulletins,  seasonable  lists,  advertising  the  exhibit 
in  schools,  a  store  and  the  local  papers.  The  week  closed  with 
a  very  successful  mothers'  meeting.     (Table  11.) 
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Wylie  Avenue  Branch 

Circulation 

Adult 57,577 

Juvenile 101,839 

Total 159*416 

The  circulation  for  the  year  shows  a  loss  of  19,709  in  the 
adult  department,  21,317  in  the  juvenile,  a  total  loss  of  41,026. 

The  statistics  indicate  a  large  loss  in  circulation  for  each 
month  of  the  year,  ranging  from  5,683  in  January  to  1,300  in 
October.  The  loss  in  adult  circulation  decreased  steadily  from 
3,167  in  January  to  771  in  December.  The  greatest  loss 
occurred  in  September,  when  the  Childrens  Room  was  closed 
on  account  of  the  epidemic  of  infantile  paralysis;  the  juve- 
nile loss  was  6,022,  the  total  7,841,  which  is  7,000  more  than 
the  loss  of  the  previous  month. 

The  effect  of  existing  for  an  entire  year  without  additions 
to  the  book  collection  has  been  severely  felt.  The  adult  book 
collection,  with  the  exception  of  books  in  foreign  languages, 
is  in  fairly  good  condition,  but  in  no  other  branch  has  the 
collection  of  children's  books  suffered  such  serious  depletion. 
It  contains  1,899  ^^^  books  than  in  191 5,  and  the  majority  of 
the  books  on  the  shelves  are  in  such  a  condition  that  they 
should  be  discarded.  The  fact  that  each  book  in  the  juvenile 
collection  circulated  on  an  average  of  17.8  times  during  the 
year,  an  increase  of  5.8  over  the  number  considered  normal, 
shows  what  hard  usage  the  books  have  had,  but  it  does  not 
show  that  the  demand  has  been  even  greater. 

The  chief  activity  of  the  year  has  been  the  work  with 
schools.  There  are  twenty-five  schools  in  this  neighborhood, 
and  the  opportunities  of  cooperating  with  them  have  been 
manifold.  Requests  made  by  the  teachers  and  principals  in- 
dicated an  earnest  desire  on  their  part  to  be  in  close  touch  with 
the  branch.  Many  were  eager  to  have  instruction  given  to 
the  pupils  on  the  use  and  resources  of  the  Library.  To  ac- 
complish this  effectively  would  have  required  virtually  the 
full  time  of  one  assistant,  which  it  has  been  impossible  to 
give  on  account  of  the  pressure  of  other  work.    Teachers  have 
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increased  very  noticeably  the  reference  work  with  all  grades. 

The  opening  of  the  William  H.  McKelvy  School,  in  Jan- 
uary, brought  a  new  and  interesting  work  to  the  branch 
through  the  introduction  of  the  "Pittsburgh  plan,"  which 
recognizes  regular  Library  attendance  as  an  essential  part 
of  the  school  curriculum.  The  branch  arranged  a  schedule 
with  the  school  whereby  each  grade  from  2B  through  8A 
could  visit  the  Library  for  a  period  of  forty- five  minutes  each. 
Each  class  came  every  other  week,  beginning  April  26  and 
continuing  through  June  9.  A  careful  outline  of  instruction 
was  followed  for  each  grade.  The  classes,  divided  into  two 
sections,  came  accompanied  by  a  teacher.  One  section  passed 
immediately  into  the  Childrens  Room  to  listen  to  a  talk  on 
the  Library  and  the  other  section  went  to  the  club  room  to 
hear  stories.  At  the  next  visit  this  order  was  simply  reversed. 
Talks  on  the  care  of  books  and  a  very  simple  explanation  of 
the  classification  and  arrangement  of  books  on  the  shelves 
were  given  to  the  lower  grades.  An  explanation  of  the  cata- 
logue and  the  resources  of  the  Library  was  given  to  the 
higher  grades,  with  practical  problems  to  work  out.  The 
Library  hour  was  very  infonnal,  and  an  effort  was  made  to 
have  the  work  seem  as  little  like  compulsory  class  work  as 
possible.  The  children  enjoyed  the  classes  and  showed  their 
interest,  particularly  in  the  catalogue.  The  total  attendance 
was  1,080. 

The  story  hour  has  always  been  popular  at  Wylie  Ave- 
nue. The  total  attendance  for  the  year  was  12,792 ;  the  attend- 
ance at  the  story  hour  for  little  children  was  8,048,  at  the 
cycle  story  hour  2,589.  The  Greek  cycle  was  told  this  year, 
and  the  stories  of  Persian  heroes.  The  King  Arthur  stories 
were  beg^n  in  the  fall. 

Stories  were  told  to  a  group  of  five  hundred  at  the  girls' 
party  at  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association  in  Decem- 
ber, and  to  a  group  of  six  hundred  at  the  Girls'  Christmas 
Party  at  Kingsley  House  Settlement. 

The  branch  kept  in  close  touch  with  the  social  institutions 
of  the  neighborhood  and  whenever  the  opportunity  arose,  gave 
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hem  the  best  service  within  its  power.  Their  kindly  interest 
ind  helpful  attitude  have  been  a  real  source  of  pleasure  to  the 
taff. 

The  Tuesday  Evening  Study  Club  held  its  fifteenth  an- 
lual  meeting  on  March  28.  The  program  included  papers 
m  the  subjects  studied  during  the  year,  an  address  on  "The 
leed  of  the  higher  education  of  our  group,"  by  Mr  Samuel  R. 
Morsel,  of  the  Colored  Men's  Branch  of  the  Young  Men's 
!3iristian  Association,  and  an  informal  talk  by  Miss  Lutie  E. 
Jteams,  of  Milwaukee.  The  subject  chosen  for  study  during 
[916-1917  was  "Civic  questions." 

Since  November  8,  meetings  of  the  social  workers  among 
:olored  people  in  the  Hill  district  have  been  held  in  the  club 
oom  on  alternate  Wednesdays,  with  Miss  Spurlock,  of  the 
\ssociated  Charities,  in  charge.     (Table  12,) 

Mount  Washington  Branch 

Circulation 

Adult 29*780 

Juvenile 24fiiz 

Total 54,593 

The  circulation  for  the  year  shows  a  loss  of  6,482  in  the 
idult  department,  1,462  in  the  juvenile,  a  total  loss  of  7,944. 

Prosperous  industrial  conditions  and  a  slow  response  to 
iny  change,  explain  to  some  extent  the  large  loss  in  adult  cir- 
nilation  for  the  year.  Just  as  in  191 5  the  people  were  not 
luick  to  feel  the  loss  of  new  books,  so  this  year  they  were 
slow  to  realize  that  new  books  could  again  be  found  at  the 
Library.  Had  not  the  Childrens  Room  been  closed  during 
September,  it  is  probable  that  there  would  have  been  a  gain  in 
the  circulation  of  children's  books  for  the  year.  The  total 
circulation  of  children's  books  in  November  was  3,919,  the 
largest  for  any  month  in  the  history  of  the  Mount  Washing- 
ton Childrens  Room. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  percentage  of  circulation 
of  adult  fiction  has,  for  the  last  few  years,  been  gradually  be- 
coming smaller.    This  was  thought  to  be  due  in  191 5  to  the 
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fact  that  the  Library  received  very  little  new  fiction,  but  that 
cannot  be  given  as  the  cause  this  last  year.  Although  the  total 
circulation  for  the  year  was  considerably  less  than  in  191 5, 
there  have  been  gains  in  certain  classes:  religion,  sociology, 
philology,  natural  science  and  fine  arts. 

The  book  collection  at  Mount  Washington  is  in  much 
better  condition  than  that  of  most  of  the  branches.  Numer- 
ically it  is  slightly  smaller  than  in  191 5,  but  this  is  compensated 
for  by  the  fact  that  dead  wood  has  been  removed  and  replaced 
with  active  material. 

The  summer  vacation  privilege  of  taking  a  number  of 
books  away  for  several  weeks  was  advertised  in  a  local  drug 
store  and  in  the  waiting-room  of  the  incline  railway.  The 
latter  was  found  to  be  a  particularly  effective  place  for  bulle- 
tins and  was  instrumental  in  bringing  several  new  borrowers 
to  the  Library  and  in  calling  forth  many  favorable  and 
interesting  comments.  "Good  book  week,"  in  December,  was 
advertised  in  a  similar  manner  and  an  attractive  exhibit  of 
both  adult  and  juvenile  books  found  a  place  in  the  drug  store 
window. 

The  cooperation  between  schools  and  Library  was  closer 
during  the  past  year  than  ever  before.  Principals  welcomed 
with  unusual  zest  the  suggestions  made  by  the  Library  as  to 
visits  to  the  schools,  or  visits  to  the  Library  by  the  pupils.  The 
seventh  and  eighth  grade  classes  regularly  visited  the  Library 
for  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  catalogue.  The  children's 
librarian  told  stories  in  the  schools  and  the  graded  lists  were 
distributed  to  all  the  teachers  and  to  the  children  who  asked 
for  them  at  the  branch,  until  the  demand  for  books  became 
greater  than  the  supply.  With  a  larger  book  collection  and  a 
little  more  assistance  all  previous  records  would  have  been 
broken. 

The  work  of  the  adult  department  with  the  schools  con- 
sisted less  in  visits  to  the  schools  and  more  in  assistance  to 
the  teachers  and  the  pupils  of  the  higher  grades  in  the  use  of 
reference  books.  The  instructor  in  manual  training  at  the 
Riverside  High  School  continued  his  usual  custom  of  sending 
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3  the  Library  at  the  beginning  of  each  term  a  list  of  the 
ubjects  he  wished  the  children  to  look  up.  In  this  way 
:  was  possible  to  secure  the  best  material  for  him.  The 
ranch  librarian  was  present  at  the  last  kindergarten  mothers' 
leeting  at  the  Whittier  School  in  June  and  gave  a  short 
ilk  based  on  the  new  booklet  "Books  for  mothers."  These 
sts  were  distributed  among  the  parents  and  a  few  of  the 
ooks  were  shown  to  them.  Since  that  time  almost  every 
ook  on  the  list  has  been  taken  out  by  some  one  who  attended 
lat  meeting. 

In  the  juvenile  department  twenty-eight  visits  were  made 
5  nine  schools.  Stories  were  told  and  consultations  were  held 
bout  graded  lists  which  were  prepared  in  some  of  the  schools, 
nd  the  lists  prepared  by  the  Library  were  distributed.  The 
esults  of  this  work  were  very  evident.  Many  of  the  teachers 
ave  taken  a  new  interest  in  the  Library,  and  both  principals 
nd  teachers  have  joined  in  encouraging  their  pupils  to  use  it. 

Two  meetings  of  the  South  Hills  Civic  Qub  were  held  at 
lie  branch  in  191 6.  The  May  meeting  was  in  the  interest  of 
x:al  gardens  for  the  children,  at  which  one  of  the  speakers 
ave  advice  on  improving  the  clay  soil  of  the  district. 

It  has  always  been  difficult  to  interest  young  people  in 
lub  work  on  Mount  Washington  on  account  of  the  many 
hurch  organizations  and  the  Boy  Scout  and  Camp  Fire  clubs, 
t  has  been  more  difficult  the  last  two  years  because  the  Chil- 
irens  Room  staff  has  been  small.  There  has,  however,  been 
ome  activity  in  the  Boys'  Civic  Club  and  the  Poetry  Club  for 
,irls  of  the  sixth  grade.    (Table  13.) 

Hazelwood  Branch 

Circulation 

Adult 26,559 

Juvenile 36,163 

Total 62,722 

The  circulation  for  the  year  shows  a  loss  of  8,738  in  the 

idult  department,  8,172  in  the  juvenile,  a  total  loss  of  16,910. 

As  the  circulation  in  191 5  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of 
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the  branch,  it  is  not  surprising  that,  with  the  unusual  industrial 
activity,  which  meant  not  only  longer  hours  of  work  but  also 
more  money  to  spend  in  amusements,  there  should  have  been 
a  loss  in  1916.  Hazelwood  is  a  mill  community  and  any  in- 
dustrial conditions  which  affect  other  branches  only  partially 
are  here  felt  much  more  intensely. 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  the  work  of  the  year 
was  the  great  use  which  was  made  of  the  auditorium  in  con- 
nection with  various  community  activities,  activities  in  which 
people  of  all  ages  were  interested. 

The  cycle  story  hour  became  so  popular  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  hold  it  in  the  auditorium.  In  July  and  August,  play- 
ground teachers  brought  groups  of  children  from  Burgwin 
and  Lewis  Lawn  Playgrounds  to  the  Library,  where  stories 
were  told  to  them  on  the  lawn. 

A  series  of  talks  on  vocational  guidance  was  given  during 
the  year  for  pupils  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  The 
speakers  and  subjects  were  as  follows:  Mr  J.  B.  Connolly, 
of  the  Mesta  Machine  Company,  "The  value  of  education;" 
Professor  Edward  Rynearson,  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  High 
School,  "The  courses  of  study  in  the  school ;"  Miss  Irene  Mc- 
I>ermitt,  director  of  household  economics  in  the  Pittsburgh 
schools,  "Homemaking;"  Mr  Charles  C.  Kohne,  "The  plumb- 
ing trade;"  Mr  N.  R.  Criss,  member  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, "The  profession  of  law;"  Professor  E.  A.  Zartman,  of 
the  Ralston  High  School,  "The  work  of  the  school;"  Dr  Wil- 
liam Davidson,  "The  kind  of  a  girl  and  the  kind  of  a  boy  I  like." 

On  April  25  the  Pittsburgh  Gardening  Association  held  a 
meeting  in  the  auditorium  and  an  address  was  made  by  Judge 
E.  A.  Chamberlain,  of  the  Harvester  Company,  on  "The  value 
of  vacant  lot  gardening." 

In  May  the  Safety  First  Committee  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  gave  a  moving  picture  exhibit  of  safety  devices 
in  the  auditorium. 

In  the  early  spring,  a  branch  of  the  Child  Welfare  Associa- 
tion was  organized  in  the  fifteenth  ward  and  it  has  been 
fostered  by  the  Library.     During  "Baby  week,"  in  May,  the 
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Library  had  an  exhibit  of  children's  books,  also  of  books  of 
nterest  to  mothers.  Lists  of  these  latter  books  were  sent  to 
nothers'  clubs  and  to  meetings  of  parents  and  teachers.  The 
loticeable  increase  in  the  circulation  of  the  books  listed  proved 
he  usefulness  of  the  plan. 

Three  illustrated  lectures  were  given  in  the  auditorium, 
:or  children  over  twelve  years  of  age,  by  Mr  Edwin  S.  Gray 
m  "Alaska,"  "The  Glacier  National  Park,"  "The  beauty  spots 
)f  California." 

Parents  were  invited  to  a  Christmas  exhibit  of  books  held 
n  the  branch,  and  the  lists,  "Children's  books  for  Christmas 
fifts,"  and  "Books  for  Boy  Scouts"  were  distributed. 

The  lists  of  books  for  railroad  men  and  machinists  were  con- 
stantly used  during  the  year  and  copies  were  placed  in  the 
lew  mill  of  the  Jones  and  Laughlin  Company. 

The  work  of  the  year  brought  about  closer  cooperation 
vith  the  schools  of  the  district,  especially  the  parochial  schools. 
The  sisters  in  charge  of  St.  Stephen's  School  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  have  stories  told  there  each  week.  They  also  sent  the 
rhildren  by  rooms  to  the  Library  for  instruction  in  the  use  of 
lie  catalogue  and  reference  books. 

The  attendance  at  the  story  hours  was  excellent.  The 
Morse  cycle  was  told  in  the  winter  and  spring,  and  the  King 
\rthur  stories  in  November  and  December.  The  story  hour 
ittendance  for  the  year  was  6,387  in  the  branch,  in  the  schools 
^,290,  a  total  of  10,677. 

The  Friendly  Visitors  connected  with  the  Associated  Chari- 
:ies  held  their  meetings  in  the  club  room  of  the  branch. 

The  Woman's  Club  of  Hazelwood  studied  "Colonial  his- 
:ory"  this  year.  They  showed  an  unusual  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject, and  depended  on  the  branch  to  furnish  material  for  their 
capers. 

An  exhibit  of  children's  books  was  held  in  the  adult  reading- 
room  in  December  and  cards  announcing  it  were  sent  to 
teachers  and  mothers.  Christmas  lists  were  displayed  and 
posters  called  attention  to  the  collection.  A  Christmas  tree, 
gaily  trimmed  and  lighted  with  candles,  was  placed  in  the  lobby 
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and  stories  were  told  to  the  groups  of  children  on  the  Friday 
before  Christmas.     (Table  14.) 

East  Liberty  Branch 

Circulation 

Adult 79,702 

Juvenile 56»487 

ToUl 136,189 

The  circulation  for  the  year  shows  a  loss  of  15,599  ^^  ^^ 
adult  department,  13,179  in  the  juvenile,  a  total  loss  of  28,778. 

The  East  Liberty  Branch,  besides  suffering  from  the  handi- 
caps and  problems  which  have  affected  the  entire  system,  is 
confronted  with  the  additional  problem  of  endeavoring  to 
cater  to  two  elements  which  are  not  in  sympathy.  The  branch 
is  situated  just  between  one  of  the  best  and  one  of  the  poorer 
districts  of  the  city.  Formerly  the  more  prosperous  class 
predominated,  but  the  foreign  and  colored  elements  have  come 
in  greater  numbers  than  ever  before  and  as  a  result  the 
former  have  come  less  and  less.  Parents  did  not  bring  their 
little  children  to  the  branch  as  in  past  years. 

In  19 1 4,  previous  to  the  closing  of  the  Childrens  Room  at 
six  o'clock,  the  largest  juvenile  circulation  in  the  history  of 
the  branch  was  attained.  The  figure  for  19 16  was  the  small- 
est The  September  closing  on  account  of  infantile  paralysis 
affected  both  the  adult  and  juvenile  circulation,  as  so  many 
children  act  as  messengers  for  their  parents. 

The  Childrens  Department  was  very  active  in  work  with 
schools.  During  the  year  visits  were  made  by  the  children's 
librarian  to  187  rooms  in  the  nearby  schools  and  in  this  way 
the  Library  was  presented  to  8,318  young  people.  Nineteen 
classes,  or  759  children,  with  their  teachers,  visited  the  Chil- 
drens Room.  Stories  were  told  to  8,083  children  in  the  schools. 
The  reference  work  with  the  grades  was  interesting;  the  re- 
quired composition  on  the  early  history  of  Pittsburgh  brought 
pupils  in  great  numbers  in  October.  The  number  of  reference 
questions  asked  in  the  Childrens  Room  during  the  year  was 
2,380. 
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The  reading  lists  for  the  first  to  the  eighth  grades  were 
used  with  success  in  a  number  of  schools.  With  the  high 
schools  the  plan  was  followed  which  was  begun  several  years 
ago,  that  of  bringing  classes  to  the  branch  for  simple  and 
informal  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  Library.  In  all,  550 
students  came.  Instructors  continued  to  send  topics  to  the 
Library,  asking  to  have  material  on  them  brought  together  in 
advance  for  their  classes.  In  some  instances  reading  lists  were 
requested.  Brief  lists  of  essays  and  books  of  travel,  and  one 
on  vocations  were  made.  Tables  were  constantly  reserved  for 
students  in  the  reading  room  and  the  "students'  comer"  was 
much  used  after  school  hours. 

The  removal  of  the  students  from  the  Highland  building 
to  other  schools  noticeably  decreased  the  number  of  students 
using  the  branch.  The  cooperation  of  this  faculty  with  the 
branch  had  been  very  close. 

In  January  stories  from  the  Iliad  and  the  Odyssey,  and  in 
March  the  story  of  Rustiun,  were  told  at  the  cycle  story  hour. 
In  November  and  December  the  Robin  Hood  stories  were 
told.  The  total  attendance  for  cycle  and  little  children's  story 
hour  was  5,026,  while  in  191 5  it  was  7,006.  The  closing  of 
the  Childrens  Room  in  September  and  the  omission  of  the 
Washington's  birthday  and  Thanksgiving  stories  were  partly 
responsible  for  the  loss.  Qiildren  hear  more  stories  in  the 
schools  than  in  former  years  and  for  this  reason  their  interest 
is  not  so  keen  in  the  opportunity  to  hear  them  at  the  Library. 
May  day  was  celebrated  by  a  special  story  hour  for  the  higher 
grades  of  the  Shakespeare  School,  which,  because  of  its  name, 
was  particularly  interested  in  the  Shakespeare  celebration  this 
year. 

One  instructor  from  the  Peabody  High  School  brought  a 
class  of  girls  to  the  branch  as  a  reading  club  once  a  week 
during  the  school  year.  A  club  of  boys  used  the  small  club 
room  on  Tuesday  evenings  for  a  literary  society.  The  Col- 
ored Women's  Progressive  Club  met  at  the  branch  twice  a 
month.  The  Mental  Science  class  held  one  meeting  there  in 
March. 
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Mrs  Edna  Lyman  Scott  addressed  the  mothers'  meeting,  on 
February  2,  on  "Reading  aloud."  Miss  Steams  also  spoke 
at  the  mothers'  meeting  in  March  on  "Current  topics."  In 
May  Mr  Cecil  J.  Sharp,  of  London,  gave  a  most  delightful 
lecture,  illustrated  with  lantern-slides,  on  "English  folk  songs 
and  dances." 

In  November  the  Library  cooperated  with  the  Shakespeare 
School,  the  commvmity  centre  of  this  district,  and  gave  the  use 
of  the  auditorium  for  a  concert  by  the  Carnegie  Institute  Glee 
and  Mandolin  Clubs. 

The  children's  librarian  attended  a  mothers'  meeting  at 
the  Dilworth  Kindergarten  in  January,  telling  them  about 
the  story  hours  and  mothers'  meetings  at  the  branch.  She 
also  spoke  at  the  Highland  Child  Welfare  Circle  in  April. 
(Table  13.) 

South  Side  Branch 

Circulation 

Adult 46,941 

Juvenile 47>039 

Total 93»98o 

The  circulation  for  the  year  shows  a  loss  of  6,040  in  the 
adult  department,  1,757  ^^  ^^e  juvenile,  a  total  loss  of  7,797. 

Although  the  loss  in  circulation  is  considerable,  the  fact 
that  there  was  a  healthy  increase  in  registration  of  adult  and 
juvenile  borrowers  makes  it  reasonable  to  conclude  that  favor- 
able economic  conditions  prevented  our  borrowers  from  read- 
ing as  many  books  as  they  would  otherwise  have  read.  It 
is  also  interesting  to  note  that  of  the  adult  loss,  5,284  was 
in  fiction,  while  of  the  juvenile  loss,  729  was  in  fiction.  There 
was  a  considerable  loss  in  circulation  of  German,  Polish  and 
Lithuanian  books,  but  there  was  a  gain  of  198  in  the  circula- 
tion of  books  in  other  foreign  languages. 

On  account  of  the  infantile  paralysis  quarantine,  the  Chil- 
drens  Room  was  closed  during  September.  A  minimum  cir- 
culation for  that  month  would  certainly  have  exceeded  1,757, 
which  was  the  total  loss  in  juvenile  circulation  for  the  year. 
Therefore  it  seems  plausible  to  suppose  that,  had  the  room 

50 


been  open  during  September,  there  would  have  been  a  gain 
instead  of  a  loss.  The  September  closing  made  possible  a 
thorough  renovation  of  the  book  collection. 

There  were  202  more  new  juvenile  borrowers  in  191 6  than 
in  191 5.  Of  726  registrations  taken  during  the  year,  453 
were  for  children  of  foreign  parentage,  19  different  countries 
being  represented. 

The  cycle  stories  from  the  Iliad  were  completed  in  March 
and  were  followed  by  stories  frc«n  the  Cuchulain  saga  and 
"The  high  deeds  of  Finn."  In  the  fall  the  ever  popular  Robin 
Hood  stories  were  begun. 

The  reference  work  for  the  South  High  School  continued 
to  tax  the  resources  of  the  branch  to  the  utmost.  By  sending 
one  of  the  staff  to  the  school  each  week,  for  the  assignment 
for  the  following  week,  a  much  closer  cooperation  with  the 
teachers  was  gained.  The  branch  had  an  opportunity  to  pre- 
pare the  material  for  the  students  and  was  able  to  give  them 
much  better  attention,  one  comer  of  the  reference  room  being 
reserved  for  their  use.  As  in  former  years,  the  first  year 
classes  visited  the  branch  in  small  groups  for  instruction  in 
the  use  of  the  Library. 

Classes  from  the  grade  schools  came  to  the  branch,  the 
fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades  for  instruction  in  the 
use  of  the  catalogue  and  in  the  classification  of  books;  the 
fourth  grade  for  a  talk  on  the  care  and  make-up  of  books. 

Few  stories  were  told  in  the  schools,  but  visits  to  the 
schools  on  story  hour  days  and  invitations  to  the  Library  story 
hour  never  failed  to  result  in  a  number  of  new  borrowers. 

Instead  of  the  regular  annual  teachers'  meeting,  a  parents' 
and  teachers'  meeting  was  held  late  in  November,  at  which 
Mrs  Gudrun  Thome-Thomsen  told  stories  and  briefly  dis- 
cussed the  value  of  story-telling. 

At  the  request  of  Mr  Hammond,  principal  of  the  Morse 
School,  a  set  of  graded  lists  for  supplementary  reading  in  the 
public  schools  was  compiled  by  the  Childrens  Department. 
Eight  hundred  of  these  lists  were  asked  for  by  Mr  Hammond 
to  use  as  he  needed  them. 
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The  Ormsby  Debating  Club  is  indebted  to  a  number  of 
Pittsburgh's  professional  men  for  the  year's  success  of  its 
"Open  Fonun."    The  lecture  program  was  as  follows : 

Mr  T.  J.  Sanford.    Socialism  with  the  mistakes  left  out 

Mr  H.  C.  Kidd.    Unemployment. 

Mr  P.  D.  Converse.    Steel  industry. 

Professor  S.  S.  Baker.    Possible  outcome  of  the  present  war. 

Mr  H.  B.  Rhine.    The  price  of  drink. 

Dr  H.  A.  Shaw.    Open  Forum. 

Mr  H.  R.  McConnaughey.    George  Washington. 

Mr  John  Evans.    Illustrated  lecture  on  the  Rockies. 

Mr  B.  L.  Ullman.    Modern  politics  in  Rome. 

The  Rev.  L.  W.  Mason.    Education  in  recreation. 

Mr  P.  V.  Gahan.    The  work  of  the  Pittsburgh  playgrounds. 

Dr  Gordon  Ogden.    The  wonders  of  the  heavens. 

Mr  Charles  H.  Bode.    The  workmen's  compensation  act. 

Mr  B.  G.  Graham.    The  geological  story  of  Pittsburgh. 

Mr  R.  H.  Leavell.    The  making  of  public  opinion. 

Professor  S.  L.  Goodale.    Measurements  of  high  temperature. 

Professor  A.  N.  Willett.    Present  tendencies  in  the  labor  movement 

Mr  Charles  Arnold.    The  newspaper  as  a  social  agency. 

In  April  the  Young  Women's  Reading  Circle  completed 
its  program  on  "Modem  France"  and  in  November  began  a 
study  of  "England."    The  program  was  as  follows : 

Mrs  Leeds.    French  family  life.  ' 

Miss  Alice  Bridgewater.    The  great  costume  designers  of  Paris. 

Mr  C.  F.  Ramsey.  French  paintings  in  the  art  galleries  of  the  Car- 
negie Institute. 

Mr  E.  R.  Bossange.    Rodin  and  modern  French  sculpture. 

Miss  Hilda  Lissfelt  and  Mr  Fred  Lissfelt.    Recital  of  French  music. 

Mrs  Alexander  Barron.    French  dramatists. 

Mrs  Elizabeth  Vermorcken.    A  visit  to  the  Louvre. 

Dr  Jerome  H.  Raymond.    Paris. 

Miss  Julia  M.  Harding.    Glimpses  of  England. 

Mrs  W.  R.  Bullock.    English  origins,  race,  language  and  law. 

Miss  Sarah  W.  Davis.    School  and  university  life  in  England. 

Miss  Mary  W.  Brownson.  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  Mary,  queen  of 
Scots. 

A  community  Yule-tide  celebration  was  held  on  Decem- 
ber 21.  At  the  request  of  Miss  Margaret  McDowell,  who  is 
in  charge  of  the  United  States  Glass  Company  Continuation 
School,  a  Library  club  was  organized  for  continuation  school 
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iris.  At  the  monthly  meetings,  stories,  lantern-slides,  games, 
nd  practice  in  parliamentary  law  made  up  the  program. 

A  club  of  twelve  little  Jewish  girls,  between  the  ages  of  ten 
nd  thirteen  years,  was  organized  late  in  October.  This  was 
weekly  afternoon  club  which  devoted  its  time  to  reading  and 
xamatics. 

As  an  experiment,  a  club  was  formed  for  the  study  of  first 
id  to  the  injured,  tmder  the  direction  of  two  University  of 
Pittsburgh  students,  to  interest  some  of  the  boys  between  the 
ges  of  fourteen  and  sixteen  who  came  to  the  branch  in  the 
venings  and  who  were  not  especially  interested  in  reading. 

Books  have  been  advertised  in  "Our  young  folks"  column 
i  the  "South  Sider"  and  the  graded  lists  distributed  widely, 
ieveral  window  exhibits  were  held.  One  of  these  demon- 
trated,  through  the  display  of  embroidery,  cookery,  toys,  and 
rther  articles  of  handicraft,  together  with  the  books  which  gave 
lirections  for  making  them,  the  practical  value  of  these  books. 

Three  exhibitions  from  the  Carnegie  Museum,  insects, 
lirds  and  a  collection  of  Indian  specimens,  aroused  great  inter- 
st  among  the  children.  The  Medici  prints  borrowed  from  the 
Reference  Department  were  greatly  appreciated.     (Table  i6.) 

Homewood  Branch 

Circulation 

Adult 57,795 

Juvenile 62,972 

ToUl 120,767 

The  circtilation  for  the  year  shows  a  loss  of  11,709  in  the 
dult  department,  8,665  ^^  ^^^  juvenile,  a  total  loss  of  20,374. 

In  spite  of  the  continued  loss  in  circulation  there  were 
ome  interesting  and  encouraging  changes  in  the  percentage 
\i  adult  fiction  and  non-fiction  issued.  The  percentage  of 
K)th  adult  and  juvenile  fiction  was  lowered.  The  classes 
Q  adult  non-fiction  in  which  the  circulation  increased  were 
philosophy,  sociology,  natural  science,  useful  arts,  fine  arts, 
iterature  and  biography.  Fine  arts  made  the  largest  gain, 
lartly  on  account  of  the  effort  that  was  made  to  increase  the 
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use  of  the  music  collection.  In  the  early  fall  an  unusually 
large  number  of  music  scores  were  borrowed  from  the  Cen- 
tral Library,  and  the  music  lovers  in  the  community  were  in- 
terested and  gratified. 

The  story  hours  were  conducted  as  usual,  stories  from  the 
Iliad  and  the  Odyssey,  and  stories  of  the  Persian  heroes  being 
told  to  the  older  groups.  Until  April  the  Boys'  Reading  Club, 
the  Travel  Club  for  younger  girls  and  a  Shakespeare  Club  for 
older  gfirls  held  weekly  meetings.  A  poetry  hour  was  held  on 
Saturday  afternoons,  immediately  before  the  meeting  of  one 
of  the  reading  clubs.  The  most  interesting  club  work,  how- 
ever, was  that  of  the  "book  meetings,"  at  which  the  boys 
and  girls  themselves  discussed  their  favorite  books  and  intro- 
duced to  each  other  books  and  characters. 

There  was  less  direct  advertising  this  year  than  in  191 5, 
although  the  local  paper  printed  weekly  articles,  and  cards 
were  put  in  shop  windows  from  time  to  time.  Yet  many  op- 
portunities presented  themselves  of  bringing  the  work  of  the 
Library  to  the  attention  of  various  groups  of  people.  There 
was  satisfactory  cooperation  with  scout-masters,  the  director 
of  the  Homewood-Brushton  Community  Boys'  Work,  the 
Board  of  Trade,  grade  and  high  schools,  and  the  Homewood 
Woman's  Club.  From  the  number  and  variety  of  demands 
made  on  the  branch  by  different  community  organizations,  it 
is  evident  that  Homewood  Branch  is  regarded  as  an  active 
agency  by  those  interested  in  the  development  of  the  district. 

The  relations  between  the  branch  and  the  schools  of  the 
district  leave  little  to  be  desired.  The  cooperation  with  the 
grade  schools  was  especially  satisfactory  and  an  advance  in  the 
standard  of  books  used  in  the  Childrens  Department  was 
noticeable.  This  was  directly  traceable  to  a  number  of  lists, 
general  and  special,  prepared  with  the  Homewood  collection 
in  mind  and  in  more  or  less  direct  response  to  requests  from 
individual  teachers.  In  the  spring  the  branch  cooperated  with 
the  Homewood  District  Council  of  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
by  helping  to  secure  a  large  audience  for  the  lecture  on  "Wild 
life  in  the  Canadian  Rockies"  given  by  Chief  Grizzly  Bear 
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(C.  L.  Smith).  To  this  end  the  branch  librarian  and  the  chil- 
dren's librarian  visited  every  schoolroom  in  Homewood  for 
the  purpose  of  inviting  the  boys  and  their  friends. 

A  course  of  four  lectures,  with  problems,  was  given  by 
the  branch  librarian  to  the  pupils  in  the  ninth  grade  of  the 
George  Westinghouse  High  School,  in  groups  of  twenty.  The 
interest  and  attention  given  by  the  students  and  the  eager 
efforts  to  work  out  the  problem  following  each  talk  justified 
the  time  spent  and  the  hope  expressed  by  the  high  school  in- 
structors that  such  a  course  might  be  given  to  each  class. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  year's  work 
resulted  from  the  program  prepared  by  the  branch  librarian 
for  the  Homewood  Woman's  Club.  This  club  has  met  at  the 
branch  since  its  opening  and  has  always  been,  theoretically, 
a  civic  club.  When  the  opportunity  came,  it  seemed  wise  to 
map  out  a  definitely  educational  program  in  order  that  the 
club  might  establish  a  right  to  its  title.  This  program,  in 
demanding  real  preparation  from  the  members,  awakened  a 
real  interest,  and  many  women  made  use  of  the  branch  who 
had  never  done  so  before. 

As  a  relief  from  the  outlined  working  program  of  the  club, 
a  Shakespeare  evening  was  offered  to  the  members  and  the 
citizens  of  Homewood  on  November  27.  Dr  MacHatton  de- 
livered his  "Interpretation  of  Hamlet,"  songs  from  various 
plays  were  sung  and  the  Dramatic  Club  of  the  George  Westing- 
house  High  School  presented  scenes  from  the  Merchant  of 
Venice  and  Macbeth. 

Besides  the  Homewood  Woman's  Club,  the  Homewood 
Board  of  Trade  and  the  Dramatic  Club  of  the  George  Westing- 
house  High  School  met  regularly  at  the  branch  during  the 
entire  year,  and  for  several  months  the  Belmar  Child  Welfare 
Circle,  a  mental  science  class  and  a  weekly  Bible  class  held 
regular  sessions.  In  addition  to  the  constant  use  by  these 
organizations,  the  incidental  use  of  the  club  and  committee 
rooms  was  frequent;  the  auditorium  was  used  twenty-three 
times  for  single  meetings,  and  from  March  12  to  19,  for 
a  conference  of  Seventh  Day  Adventists.     (Table  i/.J 
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Soho  Childrens  Room 

Circulation 26,241 

Owing  to  its  very  limited  resources,  the  Library  was  un- 
able to  assume  again  the  support  of  this  special  Childrens 
Room,  but  continued  to  supervise  the  work  done  there  and 
from  time  to  time  gave  whatever  assistance  was  possible.  The 
Carnegie  Library  School  scheduled  students  there  for  not  less 
than  fifteen  hours  each  week  throughout  the  school  year  and 
they  carried  on  all  the  story-telling  undertaken  by  the  Library. 

There  was  a  gain  in  circulation  of  3,637  over  the  preced- 
ing year,  a  fact  which  demonstrates  what  can  be  done  with 
limited  resources. 

A  Girls'  Travel  Club  and  a  story  hour  for  little  children 
were  successfully  conducted  during  the  year. 

The  Library  rejoices  in  the  hearty  cooperation  of  all  the 
Settlement  House  workers  and  in  the  general  feeling  of  good 
will  shown  toward  it.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  at  a  time  not  far 
distant  the  Library  may  be  open  every  afternoon  and  evening, 
and  may  have  the  facilities  to  supply  the  ever  growing  needs 
of  the  Soho  community. 

The  Staff 

I  desire  again  to  call  particularly  to  your  attention  the 
services  of  the  staff,  although  I  feel  that  little  can  be  added 
to  what  has  been  said  in  former  reports.  From  the  opening 
of  the  Library  it  has  maintained  a  record  of  efficiency,  high 
ideals  of  service  and  personal  devotion  to  the  advancement  of 
the  institution  unsurpassed  in  any  library  in  the  country.  For 
the  work  of  the  members  of  the  staff  during  this  year,  I  have 
only  the  highest  commendation.  Their  interest  in  the  work 
and  their  loyalty  have  been  of  the  highest,  entirely  in  keeping 
with  our  traditions.  To  every  one  of  them  I  wish  to  express 
my  sincere  appreciation  of  their  assistance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Harrison  W.  Craver, 

March  31,  191 7.  Librarian. 
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TABLE  2 
NUMBER  OF  VOLUMES  CATALOGUED 


Central  Library 

Lawrenceyllle  Branch 

Weat  Bnd  Branch 

Wylie  Avenue  Branch 

Moont  Washington  Branch 

Haielwood  Branch 

Bast  Liberty  Branch 

Sonth  Side  Branch 

Homewood  Branch 

Schenley  High  School 

Total 


Previously 

During 

reported 

the  year 

•355,4a8 

♦i3A»3 

43.990 

1^154 

34,6612 

842 

^^97 

2,138 

24.285 

851 

29,671 

1,122 

48,920 

2,092 

21.728 

1447 

23,964 

1,662 

909 

^39.945 

25,540 

Total 

•368451 
45,444 
25,504 
69435 
25,136 

30,793 
51,012 

23,175 
25,626 

909 

t665485 


'Includes  books  in  schools  and  home  librsry  collections. 

tThe  excess  of  this  total  over  that  of  the  volumes  on  the  shelves  at  the  close  of  the 
year  represents  the  namber  of  volumes  worn  out,  destroyed  or  withdrawn,  and  duplicates 
tranaf erred  and  recatalogued,  from  the  opening  of  the  Library  in  1895  to  the  dose  of 
the  period  covered  by  this  report. 
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TOTAL  ADULT  AND  JUVENILE  CIRCULATION 


il  Ubrary 

hi 

I  llbnuries  and  dubs 

m 

noeyille  Branch 

■nd  Branch 

)  ATenne  Branch 

t  Washington  Branch 

wood  Branch 

Ciherty  Branch 

Bide  Branch 

wood  Branch 

a 


Adnlt 


166,667 

14*543 
108 

13318 
35*679 
21.635 
57.577 
ag.780 

^6^559 

46,941 
57.795 


^40.8(M 


Juvenile 


44.945 

143.723 

9^oOo 

31.186 

46,583 

101339 

24313 
36.163 

56,487 

47.039 
62,972 


626,589 


Total 


3x1,612 

158.266 

ft976 


83,261 

42.407 
159416 

54.593 


136,189 

93.980 

120,767 


1.176,193 
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TABLE  19 

STATISTICS  SUMMARIZED 

ACCOEOmC  TO  THB  ■BCOMMUIDATIONI  OF  THX  AMUUCAM  UBIABY  AilOCIATIOM 

The  American  Library  Association,  through  one  of  its  committees, 
has  recommended  that  librarians  print  in  their  annual  reports  this 
"form  of  library  statistics/'  which  was  prepared  by  the  Association  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  comparison  of  library  statistics  in  this  country. 

Annual  report  for  year  ended  December  31,  1916. 
Name  of  library:    Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 
Name  of  librarian:    Harrison  W.  Craver. 
City  or  town:    Pittsburgh.  State:    Pennsylvania. 

Population  served  (latest  estimate) 600,000 

Terms  of  use — Free  for  lending.    Free  for  reference. 

Total  number  of  agencies 156 

Consisting  of: 

Central  Library i 

Branches 8 

(All  occupy  teparate  buildings.) 

Stations 2 

(One  in  factory,  one  in  settlement.) 

Schools ia6 

Qubs IS 

Playgrounds 4 

Number  of  days  open  during  the  year  (Central  Library) 363 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  (Central  Library) 72 

Hours  open  each  week  for  reading  (Central  Library) 82 

Total  number  of  staff 21 1 


Increase 

Adult 

Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of  year.  303,591 
Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 

by  purchase,  gift  and  exchange I4>366 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn 

during  the  year 1 1,959 

Total  number  at  end  of  year 314*569 

Number  of  pamphlets  added  during  year 
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Juvenile 
118,610 

10,901 


ToUl 
422,201 

25,267 


11,361 

23,320 

109,852 

424,421 

2,658 

Use 

Aduk  Juvenile  Total 

Total  recorded  use 1,320,698    1,308,555    2,629^53 

Total  number  of  volumes  lent  for  home 
use 549.804       626,389    1,176,193 

Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  lent  for 
home  use 3«>»553       292,395       59^,948 

Number  of  prints  lent  for  home  use  (in- 
cluding 7,156  stereographs) 28,252 

Recorded  use  in  reading  room  (estimate 
based  on  actual  count  for  certain  peri- 
ods of  average  attendance) i,453>o6o 

Registration 

Adult  Juvenile  Total 

Number  of  borrowers  registered  during 
year 7,388  7.193         i4,S8i 

Total  number  of  registered  borrowers 114,858 

Registration  period,  years,  approximately     4 

Number  of  periodicals  currently  received 

[at  Central  Library] 1,073 

Number  of  persons  using  library  for  read- 
ing and  study 927,042 
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Gifts  to  the  Library 

During  the  year  3,626  volumes,  4,036  pamphlets  and  236 
;le  numbers  of  periodicals  were  received  as  gifts  from  1,161 
ors. 

Individual  Donors 


inier,  Mr  Octavo 

"ec,  Mr  Chester  B. 

Bon,  Mrs  Samuel 

iorio,  Mr  Qement 

tin,  Hon.  Richard  W. 

d,  Mr  George  M.  P. 

:en,  Mr  Edward  Duff 

'att,  Hon.  Norris  S. 

;o,  Mr  Philip  S. 

r,  Mr  M. 

per.  Miss  Susan 

lOp,  Mr  William  Warner 

cU,  Mr  J.  H. 

er,  Mrs  Karl 

k,  Mrs  Gilbert  M. 

le.  Miss  S.  C.  N. 

aer,  Mr  Clarence  Buckmaster 

on,  Mr  Charles  Knowles 

ih,  Hon.  William  E. 

rcr,  Mr  William 

ly,  Miss  Kathryne  Helen 

id.  Miss  Elizabeth 

Rmscombe,  Mr  Victor  H. 

banan,  Mr  W.  P. 

ock.  Miss  Waller  I. 

ton,  Mr  C.  M. 

5,  Mr  George  A. 

:crfield,  Mr  W.  W. 

acs,  Mr  Henry  C. 

aon,  Mr  M.  M. 

()cau,  Mr  J.  P. 

center,  Mrs  Franklin  R. 

rch,  Mr  Samuel  Harden 

k,  Mr  Allen  C. 

k,  Mr  Ulysses 


Coakley,  Rev.  Thomas  F. 
Coleman,  Mr  Watson  E. 
Colvin,  Mrs  George  S. 
Cowan,  Mr  John  Pryor 
Craver,  Mr  H.  W. 
Cummins,  Mr  A. 
DatU,  Mr  Roby 
Deats,  Mr  Hiram  E. 
Debar,  Mr  Joseph 
De  Vinne,  Mr  Theodore  B. 
De  Young,  Mr  M.  H. 
Diller,  Dr  Theodore 
Donovan,  Mr  T.  C. 
Dorst,  Mr  Karl  M. 
Dravo,  Mrs  H.  G. 
DuPuy,  Mr  Herbert 
Ely,  Mr  Sumner  Boyer 
Evans,  Mr  John 
Ferguson,  Dr  Robert  H. 
Field,  Mr  Walter  Taylor 
Firey,  Mr  L.  B. 
Foerster,  Mr  Adolph  M. 
Freeman,  Dr  Rowland  G. 
Fuehr,  Mr  K.  A. 
Fuller,  Mr  H.  J. 
Fusco,  Rev.  Nicola 
Gardner,  Hon.  Augustus  P. 
Garland,  Hon.  Robert 
Gibbs,  Dr  Lincoln  R. 
Gigliotti,  Mr  Cairoli 
Gordon,  Mrs  Alexander,  jr. 
Grunsky,  Miss  Clotilde 
Hammond,  Mr  George  T. 
Harder,  Mr  Erwin  E. 
Harper,  Miss 
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Harshe,  Mr  Robert  B. 
Hartman,  Mr  Galen  C. 
Havener,  Mr  W.  A. 
Hawkesworth,  Rev.  Alan  S. 
Headley,  Mr  Elroy 
Heriot,  Mr  William 
Hewitt,  Mr  C  T. 
Hillman,  Miss  Sara  F. 
Howard,  Hon.  R.  S. 
Hoxie,  Brig.-Gen.  R.  L. 
Huber,  Mr  G.  F. 
Hudson-Makuen,  Dr  G. 
Huff,  Mr  Charles  H. 
Jennings,  Mr  O.  E. 
Johnson,  Hon.  Albert 
Jones,  Dr  George  Ellis 
Jones,  Miss  Winifred 
Kahn,  Mr  Otto  H. 
Keady,  Miss  Mary 
Kennan,  Mr  George 
Kerschner,  Rev.  George  W. 
Keyser,  Mrs  O.  L. 
Kharajian,  Mr  Hagop  A. 
Kilpatrick,  Mrs 
Klanser,  Mrs  Julius 
Kunz,  Miss  Belle 
LaFoUette,  Hon.  R.  M. 
Langah,  Mr  David 
La  Thangue,  Mr  H.  H. 
Lauder,  Mr  George 
Lea,  Hon.  Luke 
Lewinsohn,  Mr  Lewis 
Lindsay,  Mr  John  D. 
Lloyd,  Mr  William  S. 
Macbeth,  Mr  George  A. 
McGelland,  Mr  £.  H. 
McClintock,  Mr  Oliver 
McQintock,  Mr  Walter 
McQung,  Miss  Isabelle 
McCue,  Mr  John  N. 
McDowell,  Mr  William  S. 
McElroy,  Mrs  R.  T. 
McKeehan,  Mr  Charles  L. 
Mann,  Miss  Margaret 
Marble,  Mrs  C.  F. 
Mattiauda,  Mr  Bernardo 
Maxim,  Mr  Hudson 
Merion,  Mrs  J.  E. 


Miller,  Mrs  John  F. 

Millward,  Mr  William 

Mitchell,  Mr  A.  G. 

Mitchell,  Miss  £.  S. 

Mitchell,  Mr  Walter  Scott 

Montgomery,  Mrs  Mima  R. 

Moore,  Mr  C.  B. 

Moore,  Hon.  J.  Hampton 

Morin,  Hon.  John  M. 

Morrison,  Mr  W.  Z. 

Morton,  Mrs  Hannah  W. 

Murray,  Mr  William 

Nagy,  Mr  Stephen 

Neches,  Rabbi  S.  M. 

Newlands,  Hon.  Francis  J. 

Nicholas,  Mr  I.  A. 

Norris,  Dr  Philip 

O'Neill,  Mr  James  L. 

Patterson,  Mrs  E.  J. 

Patterson,  Mrs  Emma 

Patterson,  Mr  R.  J. 

Peshine,  Maj.  John  Henry  Hobart 

Peter,  Mrs  Philip 

Peters,  Mr  W.  P. 

Polk,  Dr  William  M. 

Postgate,  Mr  John 

Potter,  Hon.  John  E. 

Ransdell,  Hon.  J.  E. 

Rawie,  Mr  Henry 

Reigner,  Mr  Charles  G. 

Reynolds,  Mr  F. 

Reynolds,  Miss  Margaret  C. 

Riggs,  Mr  Edward 

Rockefeller,  Mr  John  D.,  jr. 

Rogers,  Mr  F.  K. 

Rosenberg,  Mr  Louis  James 

Rule,  Mr  James  N. 

Ryerson,  Mr  Edward  L. 

Sandford,  Mr  Thomas  J. 

Sanna-Ser,  Rev.  Prof.  Joseph 

Schulte,  Mr  G.  F. 

Schutz,  Mr  Charles  F. 

Seibel,  Mr  George 

Sellers,  Mr  Edwin  Jaquett 

Seymour,  Mrs  Samuel 

Sharp,  Mr  George 

Shastid.  Dr  T.  H. 

Shea,  Mr  Joseph  Bernard 
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Sherwood,  Hon.  Isaac  R. 
Silverman,  Mr  Alexander 
Simmons,  Hon.  F.  M. 
Stpes,  Mr  C.  Hale 
Sleeper,  Mr  John  F. 
Slobod,  Mr  A. 
Smith,  Dr  Allen  J. 
Smith,  Mr  Edgar  F. 
Smith,  Mr  W.  C 
Stahl,  Mr  K.  F. 
Stanton,  Mr  G.  Smith 
Stevens,  Mr  George  H. 
Stone,  Mr  Lauson 
Stoney,  Miss  Eleanore  E. 
Stratton,  Rev.  J.  V. 
Tavenner,  Hon.  Qyde  H. 
Thompson,  Mr  Slason 
Thorpe,  Dr  Francis  Newton 
Thrum,  Mr  Vincent 
Tiffany,  Mr  Louis  C. 
Tompkins,  Mr  Ernest 


Veillcr,  Mr  Lawrence 
Venn,  Mr  Theodore  J. 
Volland,  Mr  Paul  Frederick 
Von  Frantzius,  Mr  Fritz 
Wads  worth,  Dr  M.  E. 
Wait,  Mr  William  B. 
Walch,  Mr  Gust 
Wanamaker,  Mr  John 
Waterman,  Miss  Lucy  D. 
Webb,  Mr  G.  P. 
Wheeler,  Mrs  H.  B. 
White,  Miss  Agnes  G. 
Whitehead,  Rt.  Rev.  Cortlandt 
Wiley,  Mr  F.  L. 
Willard,  Miss  Elisa  May 
Williams,  Mrs  J.  W. 
Williams,  Mr  Talcott 
Wilson,  Mrs  George  C. 
Wise,  Miss  Minerva 
Woods,  Mr  Edward  A. 
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Publications  of  the  Library  Now  in  Print 

December  31,  jgi6 

Where  two  prices  are  given,  the  first  is  that  for  which  the  publica- 
tion is  sold  at  the  Library  only.  All  prices  are  strictly  net,  except  for 
individual  publications  ordered  in  lots  of  twenty  or  more.  Remittances 
must  be  made  in  advance,  payable  to  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 
All  publications  not  marked  *  may  be  had  free  at  the  Library,  or  will 
be  sent  postpaid  for  5  cents  each. 

^Classified  Catalogue  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 
First  Series,  1895-1902.    1907.    vol.  1-3.    3,890  pp.    $12.00. 
Second  Series,  1902-1906.    1908.    vol.  4-5.    2,020  pp.    $5.00. 
Third  Series,  1907-191 1.    1914.    vol.  6-8.    3,475  pp.    $8.00. 

Bound  in  budcram  with  gilt  tops.     Include  full  author  and  subject  indexes. 

The  same  [in  pamphlet  form]. 

First  Series,  1895-1902.    10  parts.    1903-07. 

Part  I.  General  Works.     1907.    67  pp.     10  cents,  postpaid. 

Part  a.  Philosophy  and  Religion.     1903.     223  pp.     Out  of  print. 

Part  3.  Sociology  and  Philology.     1904.     340  pp.     15  cents;  postpaid,  25  cents. 

Part  4.  Natural  Science  and  Useful  Arts.     1904.     598  pp.     35  cents;  postpaid, 

50  cents. 

Part  5.  Fine  Arts.     1905.     351  pp.     15  cents;  postpaid,  25  cents. 

Part  6.  Literature.     1905.     308  pp.     15  cents;  postpaid,  25  cents. 

Part  7.  Fiction.     1906.    446  pp.     25  cents;  postpaid,  40  cents. 

Part  8.  History  and  Travel.     1907.     691  pp.     50  cents;  postpaid,  65  cents. 

Part  9.  Biography.     1907.     381  pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  30  cents. 

Part  10.  Indexes,  Title-pages,  Contents,  Preface  and  Synopsis  of  Qassification. 

1907.  850  pp.    $1.00;  postpaid,  $1.20. 

Second  Series,  1902-1906.    5  parts.    1907-08. 

Part  X.     General  Works,  Philosophy,  Religion,  Sociology  and  Philology.     i907> 

425  pp.    Out  of  print 
Part  2.     Natural  Science,  Useful  Arts  and  Fine  Arts.     1907.    477  pp.    45  cents; 

postpaid,  60  cents. 
Part  3.     Literature,  English  Fiction  and  Fiction  in  Foreign  Languages.     1908. 

342  pp.     40  cents;  postpaid,  50  cents. 
Part  4.     History  and   Travel.   Collected   Biography  and    Individual   Biography. 

1908.  465  pp.     45  cents;  postpaid,  60  cents. 

Part  5.  Indexes,  Title-pages,  Contents,  Preface  and  Synopsis  of  Qassification. 
1908.    460  pp.    80  cents;  postpaid,  95  cents. 

Third  Series,  IQ07-191 1.    10  parts.    1912-14. 

Part  I.  General  Works,  Philosophy,  Religion.  19 12.  37^  PP-  40  cents;  post- 
paid, so  cents. 

Part  2.  Sociology,  Philology.     1912-     418  pp.     45  cents;  postpaid,  60  cents. 

Part  3.  Natural  Science,  Useful  Arts.  1913-  623  pp.  60  cents;  postpaid,  75 
cents. 

Part  4.  Fine  Arts.     19 13.    237  pp.    as  cents;  postpaid,  35  cents. 

Part  5.  Literature.     1913.     271  pp.     30  cents;  postpaid,  40  cents. 

Part  6.  English   Fiction,    Fiction   in   Foreign   Languages.      191 3.     294  pp.     30 

cents;  postpaid,  40  cents. 

Part  7.  History  and  Travel.     191 4.     401  PP-     40  cents;  postpaid,  50  cents. 

Part  8.  Biography.     1914-    276  pp.    30  cents;  postpaid,  40  cents. 

Part  9.  Books  for  the  Blind.     19 14.    44  PP*     S  cents;  postpaid,  10  cents. 

Part  10.  Indexes,  Title-pages,  Contents,  Preface  and  Synopsis  of  Qassification. 

1914.  816  pp.     80  cents;  postpaid,  $1.00. 

MonthlT  Bulletin.    2^  cents  a  year,  postpaid. 

tfot  published  in  August  and  September. 
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Annual  Reports,  i8t-20th.    1897-1916.    Sent  free  upon  request 

Except  the  3d  and  6th,  which  are  out  of  print. 

Catalogue  of  the  Carnegie  Library  School;  a  Training  School  for  Chil- 
dren's Librarians.    Sent  free  upon  reauest. 

Periodicals  and  Other  Serials  Currently  Received  by  the  Carnegie 
Library  of  Pittsburgh.    7th  edition.    191 5.    42  pp. 

Books  in  the  Library  of  the  American  Philatelic  Society.    1910.    20  pp. 

Carnegie  Institute  aind  Libranr  of  Pittsburgh.    191 6.    32  pp. 

Gift  of  die  German  Emperor  [List  of  Books,  Maps  and  Photographs]. 
1908.    17  pp. 

Rules  for  Filing  Carda  m  the  Dictionary  Catalogues  of  die  Carnegie 
Library  at  Pittsburgh.    2d  edition.    1917.    32  pp. 

Reference  Lists 

History 

Books  of  Interest  in  Connection  with  the  European  War.    1914.    26  pp. 

Braddock's  Expedition.    11  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Nov.  1906.) 

Expedition  of  General  Porl^  against  Fort  Duquesne.    1908.    20  pp. 

Expeditions  of  Colondi  Bouquet  to  the  Ohio  Country,  1763  and  1764. 
II  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Dec.  1909.) 

Letters  of  General  Forbes;  Reprint  of  35  Letters  Relating  to  the  Ex- 
pedition against  Fort  Duquesne.  63  pp.  20  cents,  postpaid. 
(Monthly  Bulletin,  Feb.-May  1009.) 

^Pennsylvania;  a  Reading  List  for  the  Use  of  Schools,  with  Special 
Reference  to  Indian  Warfare  and  the  Local  History  of  Fitts- 
burgh.    191 1.    83  pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  25  cents. 

Pittsburgh  in  i8z6.    1916.    75  pp. 

Washington's  Visits  to  Pittsburgh  and  the  Ohio  Country.  15  pp. 
(Monthly  Bulletin,  Feb.  1908.) 

The  Whiskey  Insurrection.    9  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  July  1906.) 

Bio^phy 

Famous  Rojral  Women;  a  Reading  List  for  Girls.    1908.    11  pp. 

Lives  and  betters;  a  Selected  and  Annotated  List.    ipio.    ^6  pp. 

^Men  of  Science  and  Industry;  a  Guide  to  the  Biographies  of  Scientists, 
Engineers,  Inventors  and  Physicians,  in  the  (Carnegie  Library  of 
Pittsburgh.    191 5.    189  pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  30  cents. 

Patriots;  a  Reading  List  for  Boys  and  Girls.    1912.    17  pp. 

Sociology 

Housing.    191 2.    45  pp. 

Vocational  Guidance.    Supplement.     10  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  Dec. 

1915) 

Debating 

^Debate  Index.    2d  edition.    1912.    84  pp.    15  cents;  postpaid,  20  cents. 
Debate  Index.    Supplement.    191 3.    23  pp. 
Debate  Index.    Second  supplement.    1916.    15  pp. 

Publications  of  Interest  to  Engineers 

Air-Brakes.    1915.    55  pp. 

Air  Conditioning.    1914.    58  pp. 

Brick  Manufacture  and  Bricklaying.    26  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  Jan. 

1912.) 
By-Product  Coking.    1915.    40  pp. 
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Electric  Drivins  in  RoUing-Mills  and  Foundries,  iipp.  (Monthly 
Bulletin,  Nov.  1907.) 

Electric  Heating  and  Cooking.    1910.    16  pp. 

Floods  and  Flood  Protection.    43  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  July  1908.) 

Floods  and  Flood  Protection.    Supplement.    191 1.    19  PP* 

Housing.    1912.    45  pp. 

*Index  to  Proceedmgs  of  the  Engineers*  Society  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, Volumes  i  to  20,  1880-1904;  Compiled  by  Harrison  W. 
Graver.    1906.    144  pp.    $i-oo  postpaid. 

^Index  to  die  Classified  Catalogue  of  die  Technology  Department.  2d 
edition.    1916.    63  pp.    10  cents. 

List  of  Technical  Indexes  and  Bibliographies  Appearing  SeriaUy.  1910. 

17  pp. 
*Men  of  Science  and  Industry;  a  Guide  to  the  Biographies  of  Scientists, 

Engineers,  Inventors  and  Physicians,  in  the  Garnegie  Library  of 

Pittsburgh.    1915.    189  pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  30  cents. 
Metal  Corrosion  and  Protection.     2d  edition,  revised  and  enlarged. 

58  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  July  1909.) 
Mica.    12  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Oct.  196S.) 
One  Hundred  Recent  Books  on  Agriculture.    19 10.    19  pp. 
Recuse  and  Garbage  Disposal.    1909.    39  pp. 
Road  Dust  Preventives.    1916.    39  pp. 
Scientific  and  Technical  Reference  Books.    19  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin, 

Nov.  1916.) 
^Sewage  Disposal  and  Treatment    1910.    96  pp.    15  cents,  postpaid. 
Smoke  Prevention.    18  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletm,  May  1907.) 
Sodium  Nitrate  Industry  of  Chile.    7  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  March 

1238.) 
Steam  Turbines.    21  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Nov.  1904.) 
Water  Softening.    8  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  June  1904.) 

Library  Work  with  Children 

^Catalogue  of  Books  in  the  Childrens  Department  of  the  Carnegie  Li- 
brary of  Pittsburgh.    1909.    604  pp.    75  cents;  postpaid,  $1.00. 

^Catalogue  of  Books,  Annotated  and  Arranged,  and  Provided  by  the 
Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  for  the  Use  of  the  First  Eight 
Grades  in  the  Pittsburgh  Schools.  1907.  331  pp.  35  cents;  post- 
paid, 50  cents. 

^Annotated  Catalogue  of  Books  Used  in  the  Home  Libraries  and  Read- 
ing Clubs.    1905.    1 10  pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  25  cents. 

Illustrated  Editions  of  Children's  Books.    19 15.    20  pp. 

Story-TellinI 

Stories  from  the  Ballads  of  Robin  Hood;  Outlines  for  Story-Telling. 

1914.    38  pp. 
Stories  from  the  Norse;  Outlines  for  Story-Telling.    1914.    22  pp. 
^Stories  to  Tell  to  Children.    1916.    68  pp.    25  cents. 
Story  Hour  Courses  for  Children  from  Greek  Myths,  The  Iliad  and 

The  Odyssey.    1906.    32  pp. 

Reading  Lists 

Famous  Rojral  Women;  a  Reading  List  for  Girls.    1908.    1 1  pp. 

•foreign  Lands  Where  Wonders  Are."    191 1.    14  pp. 

Patriots;  a  Reading  List  for  Boys  and  Girls.    1912.    17  pp. 

^Pcnnsvlyania;  a  Reading  List  for  the  Use  of  Schools,  with  Special 
Reference  to  Indian  Warfare  and  the  Local  History  of  Pitts- 
burgh.   1911.    83  pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  25  cents. 
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Report  of  the  Custodian  of  Buildings 

and  Grounds 

0  the  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds: 

Gentlemen :  — I  beg  to  report  that  the  same  care  has  been 
icercised  during  the  year  as  heretofore  in  the  matter  of  opera- 
on  and  maintenance  of  buildings. 

Aside  from  the  regular  routine  of  work  incidental  to  re- 
airs  and  maintenance,  many  permanent  improvements  were 
lade.    A  partial  list  of  them  is  as  follows : 

Partition  wall  on  first  floor  to  give  a  room  for  the  Heinz 
3llection  of  ivories. 

Carriage  call  system,  which  is  giving  general  satisfaction. 

Improved  method  of  carrying  away  water  from  roof  of 
larquise. 

An  iron  stairway  at  the  Lawrenceville  Branch  between  the 
irst  and  second  floors,  replacing  one  that  was  positively  dan- 
erous  to  use. 

A  band  saw,  lathe  and  planer  were  added  to  the  shops  of 
le  department,  giving  greater  facilities  for  repairs  and  new 
rork. 

Contracts  have  been  awarded  for  a  steel  flagstaff,  approx- 
nating  150  feet  in  height,  with  bronze  and  granite  base  of 
mamental  design.  This  staff  will  be  located  at  a  suitable 
lace  on  the  grounds  of  the  building. 

I  submit  herewith  a  detailed  list  of  the  entertainments  given 

1  the  several  lecture  halls.  • 

Engagements  for  which  rent  was  charged : 
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Lecture  Hall 

2  sessions  at  $30.00 $  60.00 

I  session  at  $25.00 25.00 

3  sessions  at  $20.00 60.00 

19  sessions  at  $17.50 332.50 

23  sessions  at  $15.00 345.00 

3  sessions  at  $10.00 30.00    $   852.50 

Rehearsal  Room 

52  sessions  at  $5.00 260.00 

Dining  Room 

I  engagement  at  $7.50 7.50 

Hazelwood  Hall 

I  session  at  $10.00 $  10.00 

5  sessions  at  $7.50 37.50  47.50 

East  Liberty  Hall 

28  sessions  at  $15.00 $420.00 

8  sessions  at  $10.00 80.00 

I  session  at  $5.00 5.00         505.00 

Home  wood  Hall 

7  days  at  $17.50 $122.50 

I I  scissions  at  $20.00 220.00 

3  sessions  at  $12.50 37-50 

I  session  at  $10.00 10.00         39aoo 

Total $2,062.50 

Engagements  for  which  no  rent  was  charged : 

Central  Lecture  Hall 75 

Rehearsal  Room 35 

Hazelwood  Hall 12 

East  Liberty  Hall i 

Homewood  Hall 7 

Total 130 

The  Music  Hall  was  occupied  197  times,  with  an  aggregate 
attendance  of  235,226. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  R.  Cunningham, 
April  21,  191 7.  Custodian  of  Buildings  and  Grounds. 
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Report  of  the  Finance  Committee 

To  the  President  and  Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen :  — The  Finance  Committee  of  the  Carnegie  Li- 
brary submits  its  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31, 
191 7,  as  follows: 

It  has  in  its  custody  belonging  to  the  Bemd  fund 

$19,000— Pittsburgh,  Shenango  &  Lake  Eric  R.  R.  Co. 
1,000— Union  Steel  Company 

and  belonging  to  the  Mellor  fund 

$12,000 — Coastwise  Transportation  Co.  Str.  "Bristol." 

The  revenue  derived  from  the  securities  of  the  above  funds 
is  received  by  and  covered  in  the  report  of  the  Treasurer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  W.  Mellon, 
April  24,  191 7.  Chairman, 


Report  of  the  Treasurer 

Condensed  statement  of  James  H.  Reed,  treasurer,  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  19 16. 

Revenue 

Surplus  from  last  year $  39,242.32 

Receipts 

Appropriation  from  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  $   230.000.00 

Building  collections 2,534.06 

Library  collections 5,661.55 

Soho  fund,  for  purchase  of  books 240.00 

Carnegie  Institute 

Endowment — Building  Department.   . . .  70,004.08 
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Reimbursements 

Building  Department $     163.30 

Library  Department i.ite-57 

MiKcllancous 60,512.77  61^36.64 

Schwartz  fund 

.  L.  Schwartz 150.00 

Bond  interest — Bernd  fund 
Pittsburgh,  Shenango  &  La  Ice 

Erie  R.  R $     9S0JX» 

Union  Steel  Company 50.00  1,000.00 

Bond  in  funds 

Coastwise  Co.  .$     303.33 

Accrued  interest  purchased.         96.67  300.00 

Interest — Daily  bank  balance! 

General  account $  853.11 

Bernd  fund 51-60 

Mellor  funds 213.53  1,1 17.33      373,843-56 

Total  revenue $4ia^S-88 

Dtsbursementi 

Building  Department 

Salaries  and  wages $  88,148.15 

Miscellaneous  services 3'OS9'7<^ 

Supplies 27^04.25 

Materials 3."7.a5 

Equipment  and  machinery 479.59         ii2,6af).oo 

Library  Department 

Salaries  and  wages $128,755.86 

Miscellaneous  services 4,965.00 

Supplies 643303 

Materials 205.97 

Equipment  and  machinery 31.675.57 

Books — Soho  fund 340.00 

Binding  fund 10.06         172.285.49 

Contingent  fund 

Salaries  and  wages $  1 ,453.50 

Miscellaneous  services 586.73 

Supplies 403.52 

Materials 1,750-02 

Equipment  and  machinery 1,323-85 

Miscellaneous 60.5t2.77           66.029.39 
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Bernd  fund 

Books 609.96 

Schwartz  fund 

Books 92.90 

Mellor  funds 

Books $         25.15 

$12,000.00 — Coastwise  Transpor- 
tation Co.  "Str.  Bristol"  5% 

bonds 12,000.00 

Accrued  interest 96.67  12,121.82      373.748.56 

Excess  revenue  over  disbursements $  38,337.32 

Balances 

Building  Department $  6,683.38 

Library  Department  3,883.24 

Binding  fund 3>989*94 

Contingent  fund 20,540.64 

Bernd  fund 1,986.95 

Schwartz  fund 255.88 

Mellor  funds 997-29    $  38.337.3-2 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  Audit 

//.  Church  President: 
;ar  Sir :  — The  Committee  on  Audit  employed  Mr  H.  M. 
on,  accountant,  to  audit  the  books  of  the  Carnegie  Library 
tsburgh  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1916.  The 
,  of  Mr  Johnson,  under  date  of  April  23,  1917,  tc^ether 
opy  of  the  annual  statement,  is  submitted  herewith.  The 
littee  desires  that  the  certificate  of  Mr  Johnson,  together 
his  letter,  lie  accepted  as  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

Respectfully  submitted, 

\V.  Y.  English, 
jril  24.  1917.  CItairman. 


'.  Y.  English.  Chairman,  Committee  on  Audit: 
:ar  Sir:  — I  hand  you  herewith  copy  of  the  treasurer's  re- 
>i  the  Carnegie  Library  of  the  city  of  Pittsburgh.     The 
;ias  been  checked  i)y  me  and  found  to  be  a  true  statement 

operations  for  the  year  aiding  Decemlwr  31.  1916. 
I  receipts  are  accounted  ftir;  all  disbursements,  made  in 
ase  by  voucher,  have  been  authenticated  by  proper  corn- 
man  or  executive  officer  and  the  cash  balances  as  of 
iber  31.  1916,  agree  with  the  amounts  on  deposit  in  bank 

credit  of  the  l-ibrary.  the  Bernd  fund,  the  Schwartz 
ind  the  .Mellnr  funds.    The  securities  listed  in  the  report 
leen  checked  ami  were  founil  to  Ixr  as  stated. 
'S'ours  very  truly. 

M.  M.  JOllMSON, 

iril  J3,  1917.  Accountant. 
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LIBRARY  STAFF 

At  the  close  of  the  period  covered  by  this  report 


EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT 

John  H.  Lcctc Director 

Martha  V.  Wirth Secretary  to  Director 

Irene  Stewart' Editor  of  Publications 

Mary  I.  Herd Accountant 

Katharine  D.  Douthett                                              Isabel  Webb 
John  H.  Bisscll Shelf  Curator 

PAGES 

Theodore  Benner  Emily  Link 

McCurdy  Bricker  Margaretta  Link 

Merrill  Cargo  Goldie  Lockard 

Wilbert  Corswirt  Harold  Pickard 

Robert  Garber  Esther  Sieg 

Lawrence  Griffen  Grace  Webb 

Richard  Hawke  Ruth  Zahniser 
Emma  Lamont 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

Margaret  A.  McVety Reference  Librarian 

Alice  T.  McGirr --  First  Assistant 

Josephine  T.  Sackett  Martha  C.  Dampman 
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D.  E.  Pike  S.  C.  Seaton.  Substitute^ 


*■  Works  two-thirds  time  in  the  Reference  Department.    '  On  part  time. 
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CATALOGUE  DEPARTMENT 

argaret  Mann       -        -        -       -        -        -        -        Head  of  Department 

ny  C.  Moon       ---------  First  Assistant 

abel  E.  Jettinghoff Classifier 

Susan  A.  Lavely  Edith  Tinkler 

Julia  Kerr  Henrietta  Kornhauser 

Elva  S.  Smith^  Margaret  L.  McClean 

Agnes  D.  Smith  Louise  Harrison,  Page 

PRINTING  AND  BINDING  DEPARTMENT 

D.  Scott       ---------        Superintendent 

Mary  B.  Lavely  Bessie  R.  Brison 

Rose  C.  Pickering  Mary  McHarg 

Anna  McTighe 

MESSENGERS 

T.  F.  Scott  J.  Sayenga 

Thomas  Hadley 

PRINTING  DIVISION 

'.  H.  Wunderlich      ---------      Foreman 

E.  H.  Belcher  J.  P.  Bell 

George  M.  Younginger 

BINDING  DIVISION 
Y.  Rogers       ----------       Foreman 

Joseph  W.  Clarke  S.  C.  Gallagher 

B.  P.  Weis  May  E.  McGee 

Casper  Behr  Edna  McKee 

Emil  Geissler  Melzie  Knight 

H.  E.  Thomas  Mary  Mulvihill 

J.  J.  Curley  Sara  E.  Freeman 

G.  P.  W.  Wittmer  Myrtle  Clinton 

A.  C.  Cook  Helen  Zisterer 

Mary  Dougherty  Martha  S.  Ritts 


^  Half  time. 
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EAST  LIBERTY  BRANCH 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

Board  of  Trustees  of  the 

Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh: 

Gentlemen : — I  hand  you  herewith  reports  of  the 
\rarious  committees  of  the  Board,  from  which  you 
(vill  learn  in  considerable  detail  of  the  work  done 
during  the  past  year. 

Mr  Harrison  W.  Craver  resigned  his  position  as 
Librarian  on  March  31,  1917,  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  Director  of  the  Xlnited  Engineering  Socie- 
des'  Library,  New  York  city.  Mr  Craver  had  been 
Librarian  at  Pittsburgh  for  over  eight  years,  and 
lis  ability  and  devotion  have  done  much  to  pro- 
note  the  usefulness  of  the  Library  system  in  this 
rommunity.  When  Mr  Graver's  resignation  was 
•eceived,  the  Board  of  Trustees  decided  as  a  policy 
iiat  whenever  practicable  it  would  endeavor  to  fill 
my  executive  positions  which  might  become  vacant 
Tom  among  the  Institute's  and  library's  large 
rorce.  In  accordance  with  this  policy,  Mr  Graver's 
iffice,  the  title  of  which  at  the  same  time  was 
rhanged  from  Librarian  to  Director,  was  filled  by 
:hc  appointment  of  Dr  John  Hopkin  Leete,  then 
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Dean  of  the  School  of  Applied  Science  of  the  Car- 
negie Institute  of  Technology. 

I  beg  to  report  that  the  vacancies  caused  by  the 
retirement  of  Messrs  Joseph  G.  Armstrong  from 
the  office  of  Mayor  and  G.  A.  Dillinger  from  the 
City  Council  have  been  filled  respectively  by 
Messrs  E.  V.  Babcock  and  John  S.  Herron. 

I  take  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  continued 
good  service  given  by  the  Library  staff,  and  also 
to  the  usual  high  rate  of  excellence  at  which  the 
buildings  have  been  maintained. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  H.  Church, 

April  23,  1 9 1 8.  President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 

ON  LIBRARY 

Mr  S.  H.  Churchy  President: 

Dear  Sir  : — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the 
twenty-second  annual  report  of  the  Director  of 
the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh,  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1917. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  J.  Turner, 
April  23,  1918.  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR 

ro  the  Library  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  present  the 
eport  of  the  work  of  the  Library  during  the  twenty- 
^cond  statistical  year,  ending  December  31,  1917. 

The  year,  so  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  our 

>untry  and  of  the  world,  has  been  exceptional 

Iso  in  the  life  of  the  Library,  as  it  has  been  in  every 

ther  community  activity  or  business  enterprise. 

'his  was  both  inevitable  and  desirable  if  the  Li- 

rary  is  to  render  the  service  and  play  the  part  in 

le  life  of  the  conununity  for  which  it  is  designed 

id  maintained.     If  it  did  not  heed  the  call  of 

resent-day  conditions,  it  would  be   responsive 

either  to  its  obligations  nor  to  its  opportunity. 

he  work  of  the  year,  therefore,  in  addition  to  the 

\\x2l\  duties  and  opportunities  of  a  public  library, 

Ls  included  the  privilege  of  working  as  an  organi- 

ition  in  a  number  of  outside  projects  relating  to 

ar  relief. 

Among  the  activities  of  the  Library  not  included 

its  regular  work  may  be  mentioned : 
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1.  The  collection  of  funds  and  of  books  for 
camp  libraries  for  soldiers  and  sailors,  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  Beginning  for  us  with  traveling  li- 
braries furnished  to  camps  in  and  about  Pittsbur;^ 
the  work  soon  was  organized  as  a  national  cam- 
paign under  the  direction  of  the  American  Library 
Association,  this  Library  being  given  charge  of  the 
district  of  Southwestern  Pennsylvania,  A  total 
sum  of  $2 1 ,836.50  in  cash  and  95,000  books  were 
contributed  by  Pittsburgh.  In  this  campaign  the 
assistance  of  many  friends  of  the  Library  is  grate- 
fully acknowledged. 

2.  The  Library  has  also  provided  1,000  scrap- 
books  for  war  hospital  use,  the  work  of  pasting 
being  undertaken  by  different  women's  clubs  and 
school  organizations.  A  shipment  of  500  of  the 
completed  books  was  recently  made  to  a  base  hos- 
pital in  France  operated  under  the  direction  of  a 
Pittsburgh  Red  Cross  Unit. 

3.  The  Library  has  also  had  charge  for  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  of  library  publicity  for  the  United 
States  Food  Administration.  This  work  has  de- 
veloped into  a  campaign  of  education  upon  food 
questions,  carried  on  through  books,  pamphlets, 
etc. 

4.  The  Library  is  also  furnishing  material  regu- 
larly for  the  National  Organization  of  the  War 
Savings  Societies. 
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5.  Assistance  has  been  rendered  by  the  Library, 

nd  particularly  by  the  branches,  in  the  important 

7ork  of  Americanization.    The  neighborhood  work 

f  a  branch  library  located  in  a  district  of  foreign 

opulation  affords  a  means  of  approaching  the 

>reign-bom  resident  in  a  way  which  makes  easy 

le  necessary  campaign  of  information  and  educa- 

on  as  to  the  ideals  and  standards  of,  his  adopted 

mntry.    Printed  material  bearing  directly  upon 

mericanization  has  been  supplemented  by  ad- 

resses  upon  citizenship,  talks  upon  patriotic  topics 

id  by  conunittee  work  under  the  direction  of  the 

anch  librarian.    The  Library  is  coming  to  be  a 

ntre  of  community  work. 

6.  The  staff  of  the  Catalogue  Department  ren- 
rred  valuable  service  to  the  local  Red  Cross  or* 
inization  and  to  other  organizations  in  arranging 
id  filing  statistical  data. 

In  addition  to  the  above  work  the  Library  staff 
s  been  active  in  many  other  movements  for  war 
rvice. 

The  demand  for  trained  assistants  induced  by 
e  extension  of  library  service  to  camps,  and  the 
usual  industrial  conditions  have  made  it  even 
>re  difficult  than  usual  to  keep  the  staff  up  to  its 
rmal  number.  This  difficulty  is  aggravated  by 
!  low  salary  schedule,  which  makes  it  impossible 
compete  with  industrial  organizations  in  secur- 
;  and  keeping  needed  assistants.    The  only  fac- 
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tor  in  the  situation  that  has  made  it  possible  to 
maintain  the  organization  has  been  the  devotion  of 
the  staff  to  library  work  in  general  and  to  the  Car- 
negie Library  of  Pittsburgh  in  particular.  My  re- 
gret is  that  it  is  not  possible  to  recognize  this 
loyalty  in  a  substantial  manner. 

Coming  to  the  Library  from  another  profession, 
I  was  able,  indeed  was  compelled,  to  view  the 
work  as  an  outsider  and  not  as  one  trained  in  li- 
brary problems.  The  chief  impressions  I  have  re- 
ceived have  been  the  enthusiasm  of  the  profession 
for  its  work,  the  almost  limitless  possibilities  for 
valuable  service  to  the  conununity  which  the  Li- 
brary affords,  and  the  disheartening  limitations 
which  lack  of  adequate  funds  places  upon  those 
possibilities.  As  a  source  of  entertainment  and  en- 
joyment the  Library  is  worth  while  to  the  com- 
munity, but  it  is  its  educational  opportunities  and 
its  possibilities  as  a  conmiunity  centre  that  consti- 
tute its  chief  value  to  the  City  of  Pittsburgh.  I 
recognize  that  this  is  not  the  place  for  a  plea  for 
this  institution,  but  I  feel  that  I  should  be  very 
remiss  if  I  did  not  express  in  these  few  words  my 
recognition  and  appreciation  of  the  magnitude  and 
value  of  the  work  for  which  this  institution  stands. 

The  book  is,  of  course,  the  chief  asset  of  the  li- 
brary— indeed  it  is  the  reason  for  the  library's  ex- 
istence. Yet  it  is  an  unfortunate  fact  that  any 
shortage  of  funds  inevitably  affects  first  and  prin- 
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pally  the  book  collection.  This  is  not  a  matter  of 
t)licy  but  of  necessity.  The  expense  of  adminis- 
ation  and  other  operating  costs  must  be  met  in 
ly  case  and  these  are  affected  but  little  by  varia- 
ons  in  the  number  of  books  purchased,  since  at 
le  most  this  number  constitutes  but  a  small  pro- 
>rtion  of  the  total  book  collection.  A  shortage 
funds,  therefore,  always  means  a  shortage  of 
K>ks,  and  as  a  consequence  circulation  suffers, 
ice  circulation  depends  very  largely  upon  the  at- 
Eictiveness  and  up-to-dateness  of  the  book  coUec- 
>n.  This  is,  of  course,  a  source  of  unhappiness 
the  administrator. 

It  is  also  a  source  of  regret  that  the  Library  has 
»t  found  it  possible  to  revive  some  of  the  agencies 
r  circulating  books,  necessarily  discontinued  in 
15.  The  value  of  the  service  rendered  through 
ose  agencies  is  so  obvious  that  it  seems  doubly 
.fortunate  that  a  lack  of  funds  should  continue 
lower  the  efficiency  of  the  Library.  In  particu- 
",  the  fine  co-operation  accorded  the  Library  by 
t  public  schools  of  the  city  under  the  adminis- 
ttion  of  Superintendent  Davidson,  opens  almost 
litless  possibilities  of  service  which  would  be 
ist  helpful  to  the  schools  and  would  also  develop 
ture  patrons  of  the  Library.  We  recognize  the 
ficulty  of  extending  work  during  the  present  ab- 
rmal  conditions,  but  it  is  hoped  that  we  may 
m  be  enabled  to  keep  pace  with  the  advance 

[7] 


\ 


being  made  by  the  libraries  of  other  cities  of  our 
size.    The  most  urgent  needs  are: 

1.  A  business  men's  branch  located  at  a  con- 
venient point  in  the  down-town  district.  Space 
was  offered  this  year  rent-free,  but  unfortunately 
the  funds  available  were  not  sufficient  to  provide 
the  service  and  equipment  necessary. 

2.  A  number  of  stations  at  convenient  centres 
for  the  delivery  of  books  to  patrons  remote  from 
central  and  branch  service.  The  topography  of 
Pittsburgh  and  transportation  conditions  make  it 
imperative  that  opportunity  be  offered  to  order  and 
obtain  books  at  other  points  than  the  Central  Li- 
brary and  the  branches. 

These  extensions  would  increase  greatly  the 
efficiency  of  the  Library  and  its  value  to  the  com- 
munity at  relatively  slight  expense. 

I  would  respectfully  urge  your  co-operation  in 
another  project  which  would  be  of  great  benefit 
to  the  work  of  the  institution.  A  great  industrial 
centre  like  Pittsburgh  should  have  the  very  best 
technological  department  of  any  library  in  Amer- 
ica. Moreover,  the  conditions  which  are  bound  to 
exist  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war  will  make  it 
particularly  necessary  that  the  latest  and  best  tech- 
nical books  be  available  for  the  experts  of  our  in- 
dustries if  we  are  to  maintain  our  present  position. 
The  Technology  Department  is  already  rendering 
extremely  valuable  service  to  our  industries,  but 
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jditional  funds  for  books  and  technical  maga- 
nes  are  badly  needed.  Technical  works  are  ex- 
cnsive  and  the  appropriation  granted  by  the  city 
aves  us  unable  to  purchase  a  great  many  of  the 
x>ks  which  we  should  have  on  our  shelves.  It 
i^t  to  be  possible  to  convince  our  local  indus- 
ies  that  an  investment  of  $25,000  in  an  endow- 
ent  for  the  purchase  of  technical  literature  would 
ing  a  sure  and  adequate  return.  We  have  had 
me  generous  gifts  for  books  in  other  classes, 
hich  have  been  of  great  service  to  our  readers, 
respectfully  request  your  assistance  in  an  effort 
t  secure  funds  for  this  appropriate  purpose. 

The  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  and  the  li- 
-ary  profession  in  general  suffered  a  heavy  loss 
iring  the  past  year  in  the  retirement  from  library 
ork  of  Elisa  May  Willard,  for  twenty-two  years 
ef erence  Librarian  of  this  library.  Her  enthusi- 
;m  for  the  work  of  her  profession,  her  exceptional 
>ility  and  breadth  of  vision  in  her  special  field 
id  her  strong  individuality  had  made  Miss  Will- 
'd  a  determining  factor  in  the  growth  and  de- 
dopment  of  this  library.  Her  continued  interest 
i  the  institution  and  its  problems,  which  has 
laced  at  the  disposal  of  the  administration  her 
ide  experience  in  library  affairs,  is  gratefully 
:knowledged. 

The  summary  of  the  work  of  the  year  is  as  f ol- 
iws: 
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Total  number  of  volumes  in  Library  at  end  of  year 434f4^ 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  lending  collections  at  end  of  year . .    503,762 

Total  circulation 1,245,605 

Total  number  of  books  and  magazines  circulated  and  used  in 

reading-rooms 2,538,685 

Total  attendance 1,548,145 

Total  number  of  borrowers'  cards  in  force 1 18,229 

During  the  year  there  were  classified  and  cata- 
logued 31,917  volumes,  a  gain  of  6,377  over  the 
number  catalogued  last  year.  (Table  two  follow- 
ing the  text  of  this  report.) 

The  tables  of  statistics  appended  to  this  report 
give  detailed  information  of  the  work  of  the  year. 
Brief  extracts  and  abstracts  from  the  annual  re- 
ports of  departments  and  branches  appear  in  the 
immediately  following  pages. 


ORDER  DEPARTMENT 

There  were  delivered  to  the  Catalogue  Depart- 
ment for  cataloguing  32,  721  volumes,  distributed 
as  follows: 

Adult 

Gifts 1.776 

City   funds 12,952 

Soho  fund 

Bcrnd  fund 63 

Sch'wartz  fund 31 

Stuart  fund 5 

Louisa  P.  Mellor  fund 

Charles  C.  Mellor  fund i8 

Laura  Reinhart  Mellor  fund...        n 

Annie  M.  Mellor  fund 6 

Schenley  fund 176 

Transfers  from  Duplicates 59 


Total 


Adult 

Juv. 

Bindinf   Jurentle        Bindinc 

Total 

170              85 

23 

2,054 

I. SOI 

I     15.0S0 

186 

29.689. 

•    •    •   < 

492 

492 

22             •  •  •  •               • 

85 

•  •  •  •               • 

31 

•  •  •  •              • 

5 

95 

95 

•  •  •  ■                   • 

18 

•  •  •  •                   • 

II 

•  •   •  •                   • 

6 

1                   •   •   •  «                  • 

176 

>                   •  •  •  •                   • 

59 

1.69: 

J      15.722 

209 

32,721 
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This  represents  an  increase  of  7,454  volumes 
er  the  number  added  last  year. 
The  Library  received  as  gifts  1,975  volumes, 
>92  pamphlets,  32  single  numbers  of  periodicals 
d  1 19  maps,  from  1,084  donors.  Among  the  more 
portant  gifts  of  the  year  were  the  following: 

Dr  G.  W.  AUyn.    Priestly.    History  and  pres- 

t  state  of  discoveries  relating  to  vision,  light  and 

ours.    1 772. 

Mrs  Clara  A.  Coolidge.    Kimball.    Thomas  Jef- 

son,  architect. 

Mr  James  S.  De  Benneville.     The  Yotsuya 

/aidan. 

Professor  W.  Macneile  Dixon.    Five  books  and 

ir  maps  on  the  European  war. 

Mrs  Horace  G.  Dravo.     Miscellaneous  books. 

Vf  iss  Edsall.    Miscellaneous  books.    26v. 

At  J.  S.  Ferguson.    Bound  periodicals.    62v. 

^rs  W.  E.  Halleck.    Miscellaneous  books  and 

iodicals.    57 v. 

^r  Galen  C.  Hartman.    MacGregor.     French 

olution.     llv. 

^r  U.  P.  Hedrick.    The  plums  of  New  York. 

At  John  T.  Hoyle.    Roycrof t  anthology. 

Cingsley  House.    Bound  periodicals.    270v. 
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Mrs  M.  B.  McClelland.  Miscellaneous  books. 
39v. 

Mr  Reuben  Miller.    Miscellaneous  books.    18v. 

Mrs  L.  M.  Moldenhaer.  Miscellaneous  books, 
mostly  Grerman.    SSv. 

Sir  Gilbert  Parker.  125  pamphlets  on  the  Euro- 
pean war. 

Mrs  William  McK.  Reed.  Medical  books.    14v. 

Mrs  R.  B.  Robison.  Books  on  temperance.   26v. 

Miss  Jennie  Scanlon.  Books  in  American 
Braille.    6v. 

Mr  W.  H.  Stevenson.  Old  Pittsburgh  imprints. 
2v. 

Mr  Emil  Swensson.  ''Engineering  news/'  25v* 
and  150  unbound  volumes  and  pamphlets. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Cortlandt  Whitehead.  Miscel- 
laneous books,  20v.  and  238  pamphlets. 

Miss  Elisa  May  Willard.  Miscellaneous  books, 
36v.  including  4  old  Pittsburgh  imprints. 

In  closing  this  list  of  donors  should  be  men- 
tioned the  Hon.  John  M.  Morin,  congressman  from 
Pennsylvania,  who  has  taken  particular  pains  to 
secure  for  us  various  government  reports  not  ob- 
tainable by  us  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu- 
ments. Through  his  interest  in  the  Library  we 
have  secured  fourteen  volumes  and  sixteen  pam- 
phlets, as  well  as  the  current  issues  of  the  ''Con- 
gressional record." 
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CATALOGUE  DEPARTMENT 

The  past  year  has  wrought  a  great  change  in  the 
jiaracter  of  books.  Authors  have  perforce  been 
nuch  influenced  by  the  world  war.  It  is  an  excep- 
ional  preface  which  does  not  mention  the  bearing 
he  book  has  upon  present-day  questions.  A  new 
K)int  of  view  must  be  taken,  and  old  subjects  are 
pproached  from  a  new  angle.  New  develop- 
aents  in  surgery,  engineering,  chemistry,  military 
cience,  etc.  bring  us  books  treating  of  subjects 
uite  unfamiliar,  and  difficult  to  fit  into  the  scheme 
f  classification  which  we  have  followed  with  tran- 
uillity  for  some  years. 

The  number  of  volumes  classified  and  cata- 
)gued,  and  on  the  shelves  ready  for  use  at  the 
Central  Library  and  branches  at  the  close  of  the 
car  was  434,469.    These  are  divided  as  follows : 

Central  Library 

Central  Library  proper 256,145 

Home  Libraries SA^^ 

Schools  Division 30,682        292,239 

Branch  Libraries 

Lawrenceville 20,072 

West  End 11,926 

Wylie  Avenue 20,759 

Mount  Washington iif594 

Hazelwood i3>740 

East  Liberty 28,150 

South  Side 15.647 

Homewood 18,480 

Schenley  High  School 1,862        142,230 

Total 434.469 
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Of  this  total  number  ready  for  use  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  303,762  volumes  were  in  the  lending 
collection  and  130,707  volumes  in  the  reference 
collection. 

During  the  year  there  were  added  to  our  records 
31,917  volumes,  an  increase  of  6,377  over  the  num- 
ber added  in  1916.  These  were  distributed  as  fol- 
lows : 

Central  Library 

Central  Library  proper 12488 

Home  Libraries 285 

Schools  Division 2,387        15,160 

Branch  Libraries 

Lawrenceville 2,191 

West  End 1,229 

Wylie  Avenue 3,200 

Mount  Washington 1,031 

Hazelwood 1,736 

East  Liberty 2,258 

South  Side 2,085 

Homewood 2,070 

Schenley  High  School 957        16,757 

Total 3i»9i7 

Of  the  12,488  volumes  added  to  the  Central  Li- 
brary, 6,263  represent  new  titles,  including  those 
added  by  purchase  and  binding,  5,824  represent 
the  added  copies  and  401  the  number  purchased 
to  replace  withdrawn  copies. 

The  distribution  of  volumes  by  departments  is 
as  follows: 
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Ccstral  BraaclMt  Total 

Reference 122,729  7,978  130,707 

Adult  Lending 109^868  85,393  I95»26i 

JoYenile 23,548          4BfiS9  108,501 

Home  Libraries 5r4i2  

Schools  Division 30J682  59*642  

Total 292,239         142.230         434^69 

In  addition  to  the  books,  3,112  pamphlets  have 
leen  added.  Many  of  these  pamphlets  have  been 
ully  catalogued,  others  have  been  added  to  the 
atalogue  of  pamphlets. 

The  total  withdrawals  for  the  year  for  the  entire 
ystem  amount  to  21,869,  distributed  as  follows: 

Central  Library 

Reference 95 

Adult  Lending 1,301 

Juvenile 3.089 

Home  Libraries 576 

Schools  Division 592 

Branch  Libraries 16,216 

Total 21,869 

Additions  and  withdrawals  for  the  five  years 
913-1917  are  as  follows: 

Added    Withdrawn   Net  gain 

1913 45*898  25,066  20,832 

I914 42,263  28,230  14,033 

1915 16,673  I4*III  2*562 

I916 25,540  23,320  2,320 

I917 31,917  21,869  10,048 

Total 162,291        112,596        49,695 

The  department  has  handled  128,313  cards 
his  year.  Of  these  4,614,  typed  in  this  depart- 
lent,  furnish  copy  for  the  printer  and  are  dupli- 
ated  in  the  Printing  Division. 
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From  the  Printing  Division  80,027  cards  have 
been  received  and  prepared  for  the  various  cata- 
logues at  the  Central  Library  and  branches. 

These  80,027  cards  represent  the  number  needed 
to  catalogue  7,501  entries,  an  average  of  10.67 
cards  for  each  entry.  From  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress 5,471  cards  have  been  purchased  for  index- 
ing the  articles  and  monographs  appearing  in 
government  publications,  transactions  of  societies 
and  publications  of  educational  institutions. 

We  have  also  received  from  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress 38,201  cards  which  have  been  filed  into  the 
depository  catalogue  of  that  Library. 

Aside  from  handling  the  books  for  the  purpose 
of  cataloguing  them,  975  descriptive  notes  or  an- 
notations have  been  prepared.  These  notes  have 
been  printed  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  and  on  the 
cards  which  go  into  our  permanent  card  catalogues. 
This  feature  of  our  work  is  very  much  appreciated 
by  our  readers  and  gives  the  Bulletin  and  cata- 
logue an  additional  value; 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

The  Bulletin  was  issued  as  usual,  every  month 
except  August  and  September.  The  title-page, 
table  of  contents,  and  author  index  for  the  volume 
for  1916  were  issued  with  the  number  for  February 
1917. 
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The  reading  and  reference  lists  published  in  the 
bulletin  during  the  year  were  as  follows: 

Ignacio  Zuloaga.    3  pp.    February. 
Russian  music.    2  pp.    February. 
Engineering  ethics.   1 5  pp.    February. 
Books  on  etching.    7  pp.    March. 
Daylight  saving.    3  pp.    March. 
Debate  index ;  third  supplement.  12  pp.  March. 
Some  recent  books  on  military  training.    3  pp. 
pril. 

Some  useful  trade  literature.    5  pp.    April. 
Trees  and  forestry.    13  pp.    May. 
The  gyroscope.    19  pp.    May. 
Recent  technical  books  on  the  war.   4  pp.    July. 
The  Russian  revolution.    2  pp.    July. 
Reading  list  on  immigration.     10  pp.    Novem- 
rr. 
Pan-Grermanism.    6  pp.    December. 

Of  these  lists  ''Engineering  ethics/'  "Trees  and 
►restry/'  "The  gyroscope/'  "Debate  index;  third 
ipplement,"  and  "Reading  list  on  immigration" 
ere  also  issued  separately. 
The  list  of  "Books  of  interest  in  connection  with 
le  war"  appeared  in  every  issue. 
The  first  three  issues  of  the  "Technical  book 
view  index"  appeared  in  the  Bulletin  for  March, 
pril  and  May  respectively. 
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This  year  for  the  first  time  wc  have  printed  a 
picture  on  the  cover-page  of  the  Bulletin,  using 
as  the  general  subject  of  the  series  views  of  Pitts- 
burgh, old  and  new. 

In  order  to  make  the  Bulletin  more  interesting 
spedal  articles  have  this  year  been  included  in  the 
front  part.  Usually  these  have  been  articles  by 
well-known  writers  which  would  serve  to  suggest 
certain  interesting  books  or  subjects  for  reading. 
In  some  cases  lists  of  books  have  been  added  im- 
mediately after  the  article. 

The  list  of  these  articles  is  as  follows : 

Some  well-known  dictionaries  compared,  by 
G.  W.  Lee.    8  pp.    January. 

Seeing  ourselves  as  others  see  us,  by  William 
Dean  Howells,  with  introduction  on  Howells. 
8  pp.    January. 

What  a  public  library  finds  to  do,  by  Elisa  May 
Willard.     16  pp.    February. 

The  charm  of  the  etching,  by  Troy  Kinney. 
2  pp.    March. 

The  two  ladies,  by  E.  V.  Lucas.    4  pp.    March. 

The  objects  of  history,  by  George  Macaulay 
Trevelyan,  with  reviews  of  books  by  Trev.elyan. 
1 3  pp.    March. 

The  value  of  technical  literature  to  builders  and 
contractors,  with  a  short  list  of  books.  4  pp.  April. 

A  little  homily  on  reading  and  writing.  3  pp. 
April. 
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J.  Henri  Fabre,  with  list  of  his  books.  5  pp. 
^pril. 

Josiah  Royce,  by  Charles  M.  Bakewell,  with 
St  of  books  by  Royce.    7  pp.    April. 

Agricola,  the  "father  of  mineralogy,"  with  list 
F  books.    4  pp.    May. 

President  Wilson  as  a  writer,  by  Bliss  Perry, 
ith  list  of  books  by  Mr  Wilson.    6  pp.    June. 

The  Southern  mountaineers,  with  list  of  books, 
pp.    June. 

Books  for  the  soldiers.    7  pp.    July. 

The  study  of  Spanish,  with  list.    6  pp.    July. 

Lewis  Brantz's   sketch  of  Pittsburgh.     5  pp. 

ctober. 

Recent  Russian  books.    6  pp.    October. 

The  Saint  Memin  collection  of  portraits.    2  pp. 


The  Librar)r's  part  in  food  conservation.    3  pp. 

3vember. 

Peasant  art,  with  list  of  books.    9  pp.    Decem- 

r. 

"'What  a  public  library  finds  to  do"  was  also 

ued  separately. 

"Reviews  of  recent  books"  appeared  in  every 

mber  of  the  Bulletin  except  the  one  for  March. 

rty-four  books  were   reviewed   in   forty-eight 

ges. 

The  other  publications  edited  during  the  year, 

th  dates  of  issue  were  as  follows : 
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Twenty-first  annual  reports.    96  pp.    June  27. 

Carnegie  Library  School  Catalogue.    64  pp. 
July  10,  31. 

Carnegie  Library  School  Circular.     16  pp. 
Dec.  15. 

Rules  for  filing  cards.    £d.2.    32  pp.    Jan.  24. 

Technical  book  review  index.  2nos.  128  pp. 
July  23,  Nov.  20. 

Stories  to  tell  to  children.     £d.2.     72  pp. 
Nov.  26. 

The  total  number  of  pages  for  the  year,  1,574, 
shows  an  increase  of  337  pages  over  the  number 
for  1916. 


PRINTING  AND  BINDING 
DEPARTMENT 

The  work  of  the  Printing  and  Binding  Depart* 
ment  may  be  summarized  as  follows : 

PRINTING   DIVISION 

Farms 

Catalogue  cards  (7,501  entries) 80,037 

Miscellaneous  forms,  blanks,  etc i»3S^79* 

Carnegie  Library  School  forms,  blanks,  etc 165,782 

Total 1,603,601 

PubiicaiioHs 


Monthly  Bulletin,    vol.32.    8*.    844  PP 35,000 

Index  to  authors,    vol.31.    8*.    99  PP 650 

Title-page  and  contents  to  vol.3i.    8*.    6  pp 650 
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it  of  additions.   8* 4^3J 

int  aimtial  reports.    Illus.   8*.   96  pp 800 

the  Librarian  (proof  copy).    8*.    68  pp So 

EilMrary  School.  Catalogue.   17th  year.   Illus.  8*.  64  pp.  1,500 

Library  School.    Circular.    17th  year.    8*.    16  pp 500 

Erening  Study  Qub.    Program.    16*.    34  pp 35 

'omen's  Reading  Circle.    Program.    16*.    19  pp 100 

ra  Sheet,    vol.7.   8*.    (lonos.    50  per  issue.)    88  pp 500 

llktin.    8*.    15  nos 3,850 

filing  cards.    Eda.    8*.    32  pp 1,000 

d>!ic  library  finds  to  do.    8*.    18  pp 500 

dex,  third  supplement.    8*.    14  pp 350 

ng  ethics.    8*.    17  pp 400 

icope.   8*.   23  pp 300 

1  forestry.    8*.     18  pp 600 

book  review  index.    2  nos.    8*.    128  pp 1,500 

kknown  dictionaries  compared.    8*.    10  pp 800 

tell  to  children.    £d.2.  8*.    72  pp 2,500 

45.31 7 


BINDING   DIVISION 


following  Statistics  show  the  work  of  this 
1  during  the  year: 


ibrary 

I  Library  proper 4»ii7 ' 

ins  Department 113 

75 

i  Division 41 

qr  High  School 21 

Libraries  Division 

f  School 37 

fond 65 

Division 146 


Bound     Rebound    Reinforced   Misc. 


3»622 
2,236 

6,127 
24 

294 
8 
I 

4 


981 
2457 

2,402 
158 
265 

7 


21,495 

564 
I 

357 


1,629 


Ul 
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30,215 

5»370 

76 

8,927 

203 

559 
1. 681 

66 
153 


4,615     12,316       6,270     24,049     47.250 
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Branch  Libraries 

Lawrenceville,  adult 104  680  219  60  ifi6s 

LawrenceTille,  juYenile 19  643  888  2$  1,575 

West  End,  adult 7a  ^69  353  90  713 

West  End,  juvenile 16  391  521  30  958 

Wylie  Ayenue,  adult 219  664  702  23  i,6o8 

Wylie  Avenue,  juvenile 29  1,416  1,910  109  3,464 

Mount  Washington,  adult....  106  230  218  12  566 

Mount  Washington,  juvenile.      30  421  544  29  1,024 

Hazelwood,  adult 121  356  472  7  956 

Hazelwood,  juvenile 18  1,362  62S  15  2,093 

East  Liberty,  adult 177  699  417  63  1,356 

East  Liberty,  juvenile 39  1,016  987  46  2^088 

South  Side,  adult 175  774  321  50  i  J20 

South  Side,  juvenile 22  918  1,156  88  2,184 

Homewood,  adult 152  326  551  29  1,058 

Homewood,  juvenile 108  778  817  54  1,757 

Total 1,407  10,943  10,703  660  23,713 

Grand  total 6,022  23,259  16,973  24,709  70.963 

Bound  by  Rademaeker  and  Empire  Binderies 7.693 


REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

The  Reference  Department  was  used  by  49,365 
readers  during  the  year,  745  more  than  in  1916. 
.  The  number  of  books  brought  from  the  stack  was 
71,218,  a  decrease  of  6,583  from  the  previous  year. 
This  record  of  books  used  does  not  include  3,257 
volumes  reserved  on  teachers'  tables  in  the  Refer- 
ence Room,  many  of  which  were  in  almost  con- 
tinuous use  daily.  Additional  reference  copies  of 
the  books  in  frequent  demand  for  reserve  by 
teachers  have  been  added  to  the  Reference  De- 
partment during  the  year,  making  it  necessary  to 
withdraw  fewer  books  from  general  circulation  for 
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ills  purpose.  The  largest  number  of  volumes 
irought  from  the  stack  in  one  day  was  485,  on 
if  arch  24;  the  largest  number  of  readers  in  one 
lay  was  284,  on  January  20.  The  estimated  num- 
ber of  volumes  used  from  open  shelves  in  the 
leference  Room  was  123,413.  The  number  of 
pictures  lent  was  10,303,  of  which  4,734  were 
tereographs.  The  number  of  volumes  in  the 
leference  Department  on  December  31  was 
6,801,  of  which  2,108  were  added  during  the 
ear. 

The  work  of  local  study  clubs  has  been  greatly 
ifluenced  by  the  war.  This  is  reflected,  in  the 
leference  Department,  by  the  selection  of  war 
ibjects  for  study  and  by  the  tendency  to  abridge, 
r  to  eliminate,  topical  study  in  order  to  give  time 
)  war  work.  Appreciation  of  the  service  given 
}  subscribing  members  of  study  clubs  in  neigh- 
3ring  cities  and  towns  warrants  the  time  neces- 
iry  for  the  careful  selection  of  books  and  for  the 
irrespondence  connected  with  it.  Three  hun- 
red  and  eighty-seven  packages,  containing  928 
x>ks,  were  mailed. 

Letters  of  inquiry  on  a  wide  range  of  subjects 
>t  related  to  club  work  received  from  cities  and 
wns  in  our  own  state  and  from  many  others 
reraged  60  a  month. 

A  third  supplement  to  the  "Debate  index"  was 
mpiled  and  published  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin 
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for  March.  Reading  lists  on  the  following  sub- 
jects were  compiled  by  this  department  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Monthly  Bulletin: 

Ignacio  Zuloaga,  Russian  music,  Etching,  Day- 
light saving,  Southern  mountaineers,  Russian  revo- 
lution. Study  of  Spanish,  Inunigration,  Peasant  art, 
Pan-Grermanism. 

Among  the  important  additions  to  the  Refer- 
ence Department  during  the  year  are: 

American  architect.  Modern  school  houses,  pt.2. 
1915. 

Brackenridge.  Modem  chivalry,  v.l,  2,  4, 
1792-97.     (Completing  the  set.) 

British  Museum — Greek  and  Roman  antiqui- 
ties department.  Description  of  the  collection  of 
ancient  marbles  in  the  British  Museum,  with  en- 
gravings.   pt.1-5,  in  2v.    1812-26. 

Bullock.  Grinling  Gibbons  and  his  compeers. 
1914. 

Butterworth's  yearly  digest  of  reported  cases  for 
the  year  1913-16.    4v.    1914-17. 

Cescinsky.  English  furniture  of  the  18th  cen- 
tury.   3v.     1909-11. 

Clapp.    Jacopo  Carucci  da  Pontormo.     1916. 

Les  Concours  publics  d' architecture.  12  v.   1897- 

1910. 

Farm  houses,  manor  houses,  minor  chateaux  and 
small  churches,  from  the  1 1th  to  the  16th  centuries 
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Nonnandy,  Brittany  and  other  parts  of  France, 
ith  a  preface  by  R.  A.  Cram  (plates)  •    1917. 
Fcrrario.    II  costume  antico  e  moderno.     27v. 
46.    1830-39. 

Fevret  de  Saint  Memin.    The  St.-Memin  col- 
:tion  of  portraits.     1862. 

Ulmage ;  revue  litteraire  et  artistique,  ornee  de 
:ures  sur  bois.    v.l.     1896-97. 
Rhead.    History  of  the  fan.     1910. 
Solon.    History  and  description  of  Italian  ma- 
ica.     1907. 

Washington.     Biographical  memoirs  of  the  il- 
itrious  Gen.  George  Washington.     1815. 
Westlake.    History  of  design  in  mural  painting 
»m  the  earliest  times  to  the  12th  century.    2 v. 
32-05. 

-  PERIODICAL   DIVISION 

The  number  of  readers  in  the  Periodical  Room 
s  63,086  (46,744  men  and  16,342  women), 
is  is  4,430  less  than  the  number  of  readers  in 
16.  The  largest  attendance  on  one  day  was 
I,  on  February  25. 

The  number  of  magazines  on  our  list  on  Janu- 
1,  1917,  was  984,  of  which  271  were  gifts, 
e  number  of  newspapers  was  69,  of  which  22 
re  gifts.  These  figures  represent  the  number 
ich  arrived  regularly.  Eighty-two  foreign  pub- 
Ltions  are  continued  in  our  subscription  list 

[25] 


with  the  expectation  that  we  may  receive  com- 
plete files  in  due  time. 

The  following  magazines  are  selected  from  the 
41  which  were  received  this  year  for  the  first  time: 

American  school  board  journal. 

The  Bellman. 

Business  digest. 

Educational  administration  and  supervision. 

Legal  aid  review. 

National  service. 

The  Nation's  business^ 

New  statesman. 

Revista  universal. 

TECHNOLOGY  DEPARTMENT 

The  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Technology 
reference  collection  is  45,437,  of  which  1,710  vol* 
umes  were  added  during  1917.  The  attendance 
for  the  year  was  28,229.  The  number  of  books 
brought  from  the  stacks  for  use  in  the  room  was 
46,057.  This  latter  figure  includes  5,670  volumes 
used  by  readers  in  the  Reference  Department^ 
for  which  no  corresponding  figures  of  attendance 
appear  in  the  statistics  of  the  Technology  Depart* 
ment.  No  statistics  are  kept  for  the  use  of  "open- 
shelf  technical  books,  though  by  reason  of  the 
excellence  and  extent  of  this  collection  a  large 
proportion  of  the  work  of  the  department  is  car- 
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d  on  without  the  necessity  of  bringing  books 
im  the  stacks. 

The  staff  of  this  department  gave  actual  assist- 
ce  with  some  5,300  reference  questions,  many 
which  were  answered  by  telephone  or  by  mail, 
lestions  were  received  by  mail  from  nearly  every 
te  of  the  Union.  The  neighboring  educational 
titutions  have  also  made  constant  use  of  the 
partment,  and  many  collections  of  books  have 
m  assembled  for  class  use. 
Publications  during  the  year  included  a  seven- 
n-page  list  of  references  on  "'Engineering  ethics/' 
wenty-three-page  list  on  "The  gyroscope/'  and 
eighteen-page  list  on  "Trees  and  forestry."  A 
g-contemplated  publication  begun  during  the 
ir  was  the  "Technical  book  review  index/'  which 
istitutes  a  record  of  the  reviews  of  scientific 
1  technical  books  in  the  journals  currently  re- 
zed  in  the  Technology  Department.     This  is 

only  publication  in  its  field  in  the  English  lan- 
ige,  and  it  responds  to  a  very  definite  need.  It 
>eared  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  March, 
ril  and  May,  and  later  as  a  quarterly. 
rhree  hundred  and  thirty-six  annotations  were 
tten  for  technical  books  and  printed  on  the 
silogue  cards.  Two  brief  lists,  "Some  recent 
ie  literature"  and  "Recent  technical  books  on 

war,"  were  furnished  for  the  Monthly  Bulle- 
of  April  and  July  respectively.    Several  brief 
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lists  of  technical  books  were  also  prc] 
printed  leaflets  to  be  used  by  the  Lend 
sion  and  the  branch  libraries. 

The  department  furnished  the  comp 
for  a  "Bibliography  of  physical  propc 
bearing  value  of  soils,"  which  was  print 
American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers  sa 
nine  page  appendix  to  the  "Progress  rcpo 
Special  Committee  to  Codify  Present  Pi 
the  Bearing  Value  of  Soils  for  Foundai 
The  department  also  prepared  many  o 
ographies  and  compiled  in  full  or  gave 
assistance  with  at  least  four  extensive  o: 
have  been  or  will  be  printed  outside  thi; 
One  important  feature  of  the  year's  wor 
large  number  of  lists  prepared  for  the  \ 
government  departments  and  bureaus, 
tions  engaged  in  war  work,  and  mam 
employed  on  war  contracts. 

This  department  is  fortunate  in  havii 
its  patrons  a  large  number  of  Pittsbur; 
nical  and  industrial  leaders,  men  who  ra 
the  foremost  in  the  country  in  their  i 
fields.  With  a  clientele  of  this  nature  c 
essentials  of  satisfactory  service  is  celerii 
dling  inquiries.  To  facilitate  the  ans' 
regularly  recurring  telephone  requests  f 
quotations,  etc.,  it  has  been  found  exp 
examine  certain  trade  journals  as  the 
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ved,  extracting  data  therefrom  to  be  kept  right 
the  telephone  in  readiness  for  anticipated  in- 
iries.  Evidence  of  this  necessity  for  prompt  in- 
mation  is  shown  by  many  local  inquiries  and 
requests  by  long-distance  telephone  and  by  tele- 
iph. 

In  the  way  of  further  extending  the  service  of  the 
chnology  Department,  a  printed  form-postal 
s  used  to  give  technical  and  business  men  time- 
notice  of  magazine  articles  and  other  reference 
iterial  known  to  be  particularly  applicable  in 
:h  specific  case.  This  endeavor  ably  supple- 
:nts  the  established  policy  of  notifying  patrons 
yarding  new  circulating  books,  and  constitutes  a 
!cial  service  which,  we  think,  has  not  heretofore 
en  offered  by  any  public  library. 

WORK  WITH  THE  BLIND 

Forty-six  new  readers  have  used  our  books  dur- 
l  the  year,  and  1 1  names  have  been  withdrawn 

account  of  death  or  change  of  residence.    We 
ve  now  357  active  readers. 
Our  collection  of  books,  in  five  different  types, 
w  numbers  2,203  volumes.    Of  the  additions, 

were  bought  and  81  were  given  to  the  Library. 
le  Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching  Society  also 
n'eased  its  deposit  here  to  964  volumes.  We 
ve  therefore  at  the  disposal  of  the  blind  in  west- 
n  Pennsylvania,  3,167  books  and  magazines. 
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lEPORT  OF  THE  ADULT  LENDING 

DEPARTMENT 

rhe  total  adult  circulation  from  the  Central 
iding  Division,  the  branches  and  adult  stations 
the  year  1917  was  546,927,  a  gain  of  11,874 
r  1916.  This  gain  would  have  been  much 
;er  if  the  Central  Lending  Division  had  not 
in  circulation.  There  was  also  a  slight  loss 
sidult  circulation  at  the  South  Side  Branch, 
ly  explained  by  the  lack  of  new  books  in  for- 
I  languages. 

lie  branches  and  other  agencies  of  the  Library 
rowed  from  the  Central  collection  14,489  vol- 
!s,  2,421  more  than  last  year, 
t  is  hoped  that  it  may  soon  be  possible  to  ex- 
i  the  work  of  the  department  and  re-open  the 
rary  stations  which  since  1915,  owing  to  de- 
Lsed  appropriations,  have  been  discontinued. 
^se  stations,  conducted  by  the  Library  in  shops, 
x>ries,  engine-houses,  hospitals,  etc.,  were  being 
It  successfully  developed  and  took  the  Library 
he  reader.  In  many  cases  the  Library  must  go 
iie  reader  if  it  is  to  be  of  any  use  to  him  at 
At  the  earliest  possible  moment  this  very  im- 
tant  work  should  be  resumed.  The  installa- 
i  of  automobile  delivery  service  in  March  1918 
made  the  books  in  the  Central  lending  collec- 
I  more  readily  accessible  to  the  public  depend- 
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ing  upon  the  branch  libraries  and  is  proving  an 
economy  in  book  buying.  It  will  also  simplify  the 
service  at  call  stations  when  it  shall  be  possible  to 
re-establish  these  agencies. 

The  Library  has  many  opportunities  to  co-oper- 
ate with  the  organizations  doing  various  fornis  of 
war  work.  One  way  in  which  we  can  help  in  the 
present  crisis  is  to  emphasize  the  opportunities 
open  to  our  foreign  residents  through  the  Library. 
Of  the  cities  of  the  United  States,  Pittsburg 
Cleveland,  Milwaukee  and  Scranton,  have  the 
largest  proportion  of  aliens  of  voting  age  who  can- 
not speak  English.  Sixty-two  per  cent,  of  the 
population  of  Pittsburgh  is  of  foreign  stock.  The 
Slavic  races,  including  the  Poles,  Servians,  Croa- 
tians,  Lithuanians,  Bohemians,  and  others,  num- 
ber about  62,040,  or  more  than  1 1  per  cent,  of  the 
population  of  the  city  according  to  the  latest  cen- 
sus. There  are  22,447  Italians,  more  than  20,000 
Jews.  Our  collection  of  books  in  foreign  languages 
is  entirely  inadequate.  It  is  through  the  books 
that  he  knows  that  the  foreign  resident  is  first  in- 
terested in  the  resources  of  the  public  library  and 
so  opens  the  way  to  the  library's  work  of  Ameri- 
canization. We  need  more  books  in  those  lan- 
guages already  represented  in  the  Library,  and 
there  are  daily  requests  for  books  in  other  lan- 
guages, notably  Slavic,  Croatian,  Servian,  Bolie- 
mian  and  modem  Greek.    The  branch  librarians 
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unanimous  in  their  opinion  of  the  importance 
his  work  and  they  are  keenly  desirous  of  add- 
to  their  facilities  for  carrying  on  and  devclop- 
this  part  of  the  branch  work. 
t  would  seem  therefore  advisable  to  set  aside 
e  definite  portion  of  the  book  fund  for  the  pur- 
>e  of  foreign  books,  first  to  add  to  existing  col- 
ions,  and  second  to  add  books  in  at  least  one 
wo  languages  not  already  represented.  The 
ection  now  contains  38,786  volumes  in  foreign 
Images,  the  largest  number,  16,837,  being  in 
man.  There  are  8,502  in  French,  more  than 
thousand  in  Italian,  Polish  and  Yiddish,  and 
than  a  thousand  in  Hungarian,  Russian  and 
luanian. 

CENTRAL    LENDING   DIVISION 

'he  circulation  for  the  year  was  157,688,  a  de- 
se  of  8,999  from  the  circulation  of  1916.  This 
is  offset,  however,  by  the  increased  number  ot 
is  sent  to  branches,  schools  and  other  depart- 
its  of  the  Library.  It  is  a  valuable  function 
tie  Central  collection  to  supplement  the  smaller 
ections  of  branches.  If  a  borrower  does  not 
w  the  definite  book  he  wishes,  but  does  want, 
instance,  more  books  on  South  America  than 
branch  has  available,  a  representative  selec- 
is  made  at  the  Central  Library  and  sent  to 
branch  for  him.    The  Central  Library  also  lent 
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heavily  to  branches  from  its  foreign  collection. 
The  number  of  books  circulated  in  these  various 
ways  amounted  in  1917  to  17,145  volumes. 

One  alcove  of  the  Central  Lending  Room  is 
devoted  to  foreign  books.  There  the  Frenchman, 
Italian,  Hungarian  or  Pole,  or  the  representative 
of  many  another  nationality  may  find  books  in  his 
own  language.  No  function  of  a  library  is  more 
important  than  that  of  putting  into  the  hands 
of  a  foreigner  long  exiled  from  books  the  volumes 
he  knew  and  loved  at  home.  Through  them  it  is 
possible  to  lead  him  to  the  books  for  new  Ameri- 
cans which  give  in  simple  language  and  with  the 
help  of  foreign  vocabularies  the  facts  most  neces- 
sary for  the  understanding  of  his  new  environ- 
ment. Thus  the  gulf  between  the  Old  World  and 
the  New  is  bridged  and  the  foreigner's  allegiance 

to  America  is  cemented.  The  circulation  of  for- 
eign books  in  1917  was  4,097,  a  loss  of  841  as 
compared  with  the  circulation  for  1916.  This  may 
be  explained  by  the  increased  difficulty  in  buying 
foreign  books  which  the  war  has  brought  about. 
It  is  interesting  to  notice  in  this  connection  that 
the  loss  in  the  circulation  of  German  books  was  a 
large  percentage  of  the  total  loss,  while  circulation 
of  French  books  shows  a  decided  increase. 

The  Central  Lending  Division  co-operates  with 
the  Board  of  Health  in  preventing  the  spread  of 
contagious  diseases  through  books.     All  Library 
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)ks  in  a  house  where  contagious  disease  is  re- 
ted  are  sent  for  and  either  fumigated  or  burned. 

CHILDRENS  DEPARTMENT 

The  most  noteworthy  change  during  the  year 
>  the  separation  of  the  administration  of  the 
Idrens  Department  and  that  of  the  Carnegie 
rary  School,  which  have  previously  had  one  of- 
il  head.  As  it  is  now  organized,  the  Childrens 
^artment  includes  the  Administration  Divi- 
I,  the  Schools  Division,  the  Division  of  Home 
raries  and  Reading  Clubs,  as  well  as  the  super- 
on  of  the  children's  rooms  at  the  Central  Li- 
ry  and  branches,  and  at  the  Soho  Baths  Settle- 
it. 

"he  most  significant  statistics  for  the  year  1917 
the  following: 

otal  number  of  juvenile  books  in  the  circulating  collec- 
tions December  31,  1917 108,501 

Loss  from  1916 889 

*otal  number  of  reference  books i,7^3 

[ome  issue  of  juvenile  books  in  144  agencies 674,918 

Gain  over  1916 48.529 

[ome  issue  of  adult  books  in  Schools  Division  and 

Home  Libraries 23,760 

otal  home  issue,  Childrens  Department 689,678 

Gain  over  1916 57>638 

otal  attendance  in  10  children's  rooms 469>334 

Gain  over  1916 3if836 

otal  circulation  in  10  children's  rooms 523»i6i 

Gain  over  1916 55f3o8 

otal  registrations  of  new  borrowers  in  10  children's 
rooms,   Schools   Division   and   Home   Libraries 

(383  adult,  7»943  juvenile) 8,326 

otal  attendance  at  story  hours  in  10  children's  rooms . .    60,648 
otal  number  of  children  reached  through  story  hours . .  107,738 
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The  list  "Stories  to  tell  to  children,  with  stories 
and  poems  for  holiday  programs"  was  revised 
early  in  the  year  and  has  been  much  in  demand. 
Lists  of  supplementary  reading  in  connection  with 
courses  of  study  in  the  elementary  grades  of  the 
Pittsburgh  public  schools  have  been  prepared  by 
the  Childrens  Department.  These  lists  prove  very 
useful  to  the  teacher  and  have  been  influential  in 
increasing  the  circulation  of  the  Library.  Addi- 
tional lists,  among  them  one  undertaken  at  the 
request  of  the  Boy  Scouts  Organization  of  Alle- 
gheny County,  are  now  in  course  of  preparation. 
The  Childrens  Department  furnished  141  annota- 
tions for  children's  books  which  were  added  to  the 
Library.  These  were  printed  on  the  catalogue 
cards  and  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin. 

It  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  possible  to  resume 
some  of  the  work  with  the  various  social  agencies 
of  the  city.  The  returns  in  service  rendered  'and 
in  increased  circulation  are  great  in  comparison 
with  the  expense  involved.  The  work  through 
these  agencies  has  been  limited  in  the  past  year 
chiefly  to  story-telling  and  talks  about  books  and 
the  Library. 

The  Americanization  problems  before  the  de- 
partment  are  varied  and  interesting.  Probably 
the  largest  patronage  given  the  children's  rooms  is 
by  the  child  of  the  Russian  Jew.  He  is  found  in 
large  numbers  in  the  Soho  Childrens  Room,  at  the 
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lie  Avenue  Branch  and  at  Forbes  School.  He 
is  voraciously  the  history  and  biography  of  his 
I  race  and  his  own  country — ^America.  The 
ian  child  in  the  East  Liberty  and  Lawrence- 
e  districts,  the  Polish  child  of  the  South  Side, 
Grerman  child  and  the  Irish  each  provides  an 
resting  individual  problem  for  the  librarian. 
3ably  the  most  mixed  small  group  of  little 
igners  in  the  city  is  to  be  found  at  the  Epi* 
ly  Parochial  School,  where  the  little  Italian, 
Pole,  the  Arabian,  the  Lithuanian,  the  Slav, 
[rish  and  the  AU-American  gather  for  the  story 
'.  In  the  democratic  atmosphere  of  the  Li- 
y,  where  opportunities  are  open  equally  to  all 
where  each  child  assumes  certain  responsibili- 
and  duties  toward  public  property  and  public 
tutions,  the  future  American  receives  his  first 
»ns  in  citizenship  and  the  ideals  of  his  country. 

CENTRAL    CHILDRENS    ROOM 

he  circulation  for  the  fiscal  year  just  ended, 
81,  is  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  room. 
.  figure  shows  a  gain  of  8,336  over  the  circula- 
of  1916,  but  as  compared  with  the  year  1915, 
hich  51,191  books  were  circulated,  the  gain  is 

2,090.  The  increase  in  attendance  was  even 
ter  than  the  increase  in  circulation,  9,203 
r  children  having  visited  the  room  this  year 

in  1916.    The  gain  in  attendance  is  partly 
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due  to  the  regular  visits  of  the  pupils  from  the 
Holmes  School.  In  addition  to  the  42,785  chil- 
dren, 7,120  grown  people  visited  the  room.  The 
number  of  registrations  taken  during  the  year  was 
726,  which  is  188  more  than  were  taken  in  1916. 
The  re-registrations  taken  numbered  22 1 ,  which  is 
69  more  than  in  1916. 

The  book  collection  is  in  much  better  condition 
now  than  it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
Some  1,375  books  have  been  withdrawn  from  the 
collection  and  1,609  new  ones  added,  so  that  the 
shelves  begin  to  present  a  more  cheerful  appear- 
ance. The  books  belonging  to  the  Louisa  P.  Mel- 
lor  collection  have  been  placed  together  and  arc 
displayed  as  a  special  collection.  The  children 
enjoy  these  books  in  the  room,  but  are  not  per- 
mitted to  take  them  home.  During  the  month  of 
December  books  in  attractive  bindings  and  those 
suitable  for  Christmas  gifts  were  gathered  together 
as  a  Christmas  exhibit. 

The  number  of  pictures  circulated  during  the 
year  was  2,743.  The  entire  picture  collection  was 
revised  and  new  pictures  were  added.  The  chil- 
dren usually  borrow  these  pictures  for  their  school 
work.  Sometimes,  however,  they  come  for  pic- 
tures of  the  ''old  country"  from  which  their  par- 
ents have  come,  thus  showing  that  the  pictures  as 
well  as  the  books  are  needed  in  the  home. 

The  reference  work  done  in  the  room  during  the 
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rear  was  more  than  three  times  the  amount  that 
v^s  done  in  1916.  The  greater  part  of  this  work 
^as  in  connection  with  the  classes  from  the  Holmes 
Ichool.  A  record  is  kept  of  all  reference  ques- 
ions  asked  and  whether  the  desired  information 
/as  obtainable  or  not.  This  is  done  in  order  that 
he  reference  collection  may  be  made  adequate  to 
he  demands  made  upon  it.  Although  the  ques- 
ions  have  been  most  varied  in  their  scope,  we  have 
ad  to  refer  only  a  very  few  of  them  to  the  Refer- 
nce  Room. 

More  emphasis  has  been  placed  on  the  work 
rith  schools  this  year  than  on  any  other  phase  of 
ic  work.  The  regular  visits  which  the  pupils  of 
le  Holmes  School  pay  to  the  Library  have  brought 
lis  about  as  a  natural  result.  The  work  with 
!achers  also  has  been  more  marked.  The  teachers 
>me  more  freely  to  the  room  for  books  on  the  sub- 
rets  they  are  teaching. 
The  fact  that  the  attendance  and  the  circula- 
on  of  the  room  have  steadily  increased,  shows 
lat  there  is  a  place  for  the  Library  in  this  com- 
mnity  and  that  the  public  realizes  it.  The  chil- 
ren  of  the  neighborhood  have  the  library  habit. 
Ivery  year  more  teachers  and  parents  use  the 
)om.  Lately  an  increased  number  of  parents 
ave  come  with  their  children  for  books,  also 
lany  parent$  have  come  to  take  books  home  for 
leir  children. 
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SCHOOLS    DIVISION 

The  aim  of  the  Schools  Division  as  a  part  of  the 
Childrens  Department  is  to  make  it  possible  for 
every  child  in  Pittsburgh  to  have  access  to  books 
by  placing  books  in  every  school  which  is  not  easily 
accessible  to  a  branch  library  and  to  prepare  the 
way  for  new  branches  as  the  system  expands.  No 
collections  are  sent  to  any  school  near  a  branch  li- 
brary except  for  some  special  reason. 

The  work  of  the  Schools  Division  in  the  city 
of  Pittsburgh  could  never  become  monotonous,  for 
no  other  city  can  present  the  varied  types  of  work 
and  the  different  problems  which  are  to  be  foimd 
here.  The  physical  features,  hills,  rivers,  and  ra- 
vines, which  divide  the  city  into  many  separate 
communities,  and  the  industrial  conditions,  which 
have  brought  together  here  people  from  every 
land,  combine  to  render  the  need  for  Library  fa- 
cilities great,  and  the  possibilities  of  the  work 
which  might  be  accomplished  through  the  Schools 
Division  is  limited  only  by  the  resources  of  the 
Library. 

The  work  of  the  Division  is  carried  on  through 
stations  placed  in  certain  schools  and  conducted  by 
Library  assistants  and  through  smaller  collections 
of  books  sent  to  the  individual  class  room  upon  the 
request  of  the  teacher  and  circulated  by  her. 

Such  class  room  libraries,  varying  in  size,  have 
been  sent  to  seventy-three  public  schools,  both  ele- 
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icntary  and  high,  to  twenty-five  parochial  schools, 

\  four  private  schools,  to  three  Sunday-schools,  to 

tree  departments  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh, 

>  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the 

lind  and  to  the  Teachers*  Training  School.  Many 

•  the  teachers  send  lists  of  the  books  which  they 

ish,  but  more  depend  upon  the  librarian  to  make 

e   selection.     These   collections   are   carefully 

oked  over  and  supplemented  by  the  supervisor 

rfore  they  are  sent  out,  in  order  that  every  coUec- 

>n  may  be  well  rounded  and  may  be  of  use  both 

r  reference  and  for  recreational  reading. 

Of  the  elementary  school  libraries,  only  that  at 

e  American  Avenue  School  has  its  special  room 

d  furniture  and  is  open  more  than  two  after- 

ons  a  week.     The  others  are  open  one  or  two 

ys  each  week  and  are  located  in  quarters  which 

t  shared  with  other  school  activities.     Of  the 

iraries  in  high  schools,  two  are  under  the  super- 

sion  of  the  Schools  Division,  that  at  the  Schen- 

Y  High  School  being  conducted  according  to.  a 

an  of  co-operation  between  the  Pittsburgh  Public 

hools  and  this  Library.    It  is  well  administered 

d  equipped,  and  is  giving  excellent  satisfaction. 

ivate  telephone  connection   with   the   Library 

ring  the  past  year  has- added  greatly  to  its  ef- 

iency. 

The  collections  sent  to  the  high  schools  are 
special  subjects  and  are  smaller  than  those  sent 
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to  the  grade  schools.     The  gathering  together  o€ 
these  books  requires  a  broad  knowledge  of  litera* 
ture  and  entails  much  time  and  thought.    In  order 
to  handle  this  work  satisfactorily,  a  high  school 
assistant  was  appointed  last  March. 

In  October  the  superintendent  of  parochial 
schools  in  the  diocese  came  to  the  Library  for  a 
conference  with  the  head  of  the  Childrens  Depart- 
ment and  the  supervisor  of  schools.  He  gave  his 
unqualified  approval  of  the  work  and  expressed 
the  hope  that  more  might  be  done  for  some  of  the 
schools  in  the  foreign  districts.  His  co-operation 
means  much  and  will  enable  the  Library  to  work 
freely  with  the  parochial  schools. 

The  School  Bulletin  has  been  issued  twice  a 
month  from  January  to  June  inclusive  and  in  No- 
vember and  December.  Some  of  the  subjects  are 
as  follows:  ''Supplementary  reading  for  manual 
training  classes  in  elementary  schools,"  "Selected 
poems  about  the  American  flag,"  "Patriotic  selec- 
tions in  prose  and  verse,"  "Vacation  books  for 
teachers,"  "Novels,  new  and  old  for  high  school 
pupils'  vacation  reading,"  "Christmas  books  for 
children,"  "Stories  and  poems  for  Christmas." 

HOME    LIBRARIES    AND    READING    CLUBS 

The  work  of  this  division  has  been  carried  on 
during  the  year  according  to  the  plan  adopted  in 
the  latter  part  of  1916,  with  a  few  changes.    AU 
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all,  the  results  have  been  creditable,  despite  the 
[litations  that  are  now  imposed  upon  the  divi- 
»n. 

On  account  of  the  enlarged  enrolment  at  the 
•cenfield  School,  it  was  found  necessary  to  form 
additional  club  for  the  children  of  the  second 
ide.     An  extra  afternoon's  use  of  the  Library 
lb  room  was  obtained,  so  that  now  we  have  a 
Lb  in  this  school  on  each  of  the  five  school  days. 
le  work  in  the  Forward  Avenue  School  has  been 
nsferred  from  the  portable  building  to  a  store- 
>m  in  the  neighborhood,  used  temporarily  for  the 
idergarten  of  the  school.    This  change  has  con- 
futed greatly  to  the  ease  of  administration  and 
the  comfort  of  the  children. 
The  Ralston  School  district  is  gradually  becom- 
;  more  and  more  a  steel  manufacturing  and  busi- 
;s  centre.     Consequently  the  number  of  homes 
decreasing,  together  with  the  enrolment  in  the 
mentary  schools.     The  children  come  chiefly 
m  crowded  alley  districts  in  the  section  referred 
in  a  recent  housing  investigation  report  as  "the 
p."    We  have  received  here,  as  in  all  schools, 

most  cordial  and   appreciative  co-operation 
m  principals  and  teachers,  who  realize  keenly 

effort  that  is  necessarily  expended. 
Nt  would  speak  also  of  the  fine  spirit  of  co- 
xation  and  the  interest  that  we  have  met  in 
ninistering  the  home  library  groups  which  have 
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been  retained  this  year.  The  sections  in  which 
they  are  located,  the  one  almost  entirely  negro,  the 
other  a  combination  of  Irish,  Slavs  and  negroes, 
have  had  home  library  groups  for  five  consecutive 
years.  It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  we  are  privi- 
leged to  watch  the  increasingly  intelligent  and 
fostering  interest  on  the  part  of  the  grown  people 
in  these  communities,  and  the  enthusiasm  and 
eagerness  of  the  children  in  this  informal  weekly 
home  gathering. 

The  total  circulation  for  this  year,  9,089,  shows 
a  decrease  of  887  from  that  of  last  year.  This  loss 
may  be  attributed  chiefly  to  the  lack  of  little  chil- 
dren's books  available  for  this  purpose.  This  lack 
made  it  advisable  and  necessary  to  restrict  the 
circulation  of  books  to  one  each  meeting  for  each 
child  under  the  fourth  grade. 

CARNEGIE  LIBRARY  SCHOOL 

When  the  classes  reassembled  after  vacation, 
on  January  2,  1917,  there  were  thirty-five  students 
enrolled  in  the  school — twenty-five  juniors,  eight 
seniors  and  two  special  students.  Of  this  number, 
one  junior  failed  to  complete  the  course  because 
of  ill  health,  two  seniors  left  the  staff  of  the  Car- 
negie Library  of  Pittsburgh  to  accept  positions 
elsewhere,  two  withdrew  because  of  the  demands 
of  their  Library  position  and  one  suffered  a  phys- 
ical breakdown. 
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During  the  year  1917  twenty-eight  junior  and 
>  special  certificates,  and  six  diplomas  were 
arded.    Four  of  the  certificates  were  given  to 
dents  of  other  years  who,  for  one  reason  or  an- 
er,  had  been  unable  to  complete  the  course  with 
ir  classes.     Three  of  the  diplomas  were  simi- 
y  awarded.    The  others  were  conferred  at  the 
dng  exercises,  held  in  the  study  room  of  the 
ool  on  Saturday  morning,  July  28. 
The  school  opened  for  its  seventeenth  year  on 
:dnesday,  September  26,  1917.  Forty-three  stu- 
ts  matriculated,  distributed  as  follows :  thirty- 
it  in  the  Children's  Librarian  Course   (thirty- 
juniors,  four  seniors,  three  special  students) 
.  five  in  the  School  Library  Course.     Of  the 
;y-three  students,  twelve  held  college  or  uni- 
sity  degrees,  eleven  had  received  one  or  more 
rs  of  college  training  and  sixteen  had  held  li- 
ry  positions  previous  to  entering  the  school, 
s  marks  the  largest  enrolment  in  the  history  of 
school. 

onong  the  lectures  by  visiting  lecturers  may  be 
itioned  one  on  "Poetry,"  by  Mrs  Edna  Lyman 
tt;  one  on  "Immigration''  and  one  on  "Oppor- 
ities  of  the  library  in  the  education  of  the  for- 
ler,"  by  Mr  John  Foster  Carr;  one  on  "Social 
tres,"  by  Miss  Jean  Hamilton,  national  secre- 
r  of  the  National  League  for  Women  Workers ; 
on  "Ballads,"  by  Mr  Cecil  J.  Sharp,  director  of 
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the  Stratford-on-Avon  School  of  English  Folksong 
and  Dance ;  two  by  Mr  Frederick  Jenkins,  the  first 
on  "The  library  and  delinquency"  and  the  second 
on  "The  library  and  recreation.''  The  scries  of 
three  lectures  on  "Illustration,"  by  Mr  Troy  Kin- 
ney, of  New  York,  is  worthy  of  note. 

Assigned  work  in  the  various  activities  of  the 
Library  continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  the 
training  of  students.  Embracing,  as  it  does,  many 
mechanical  processes  and  routine  duties,  it  is  most 
valuable  in  teaching  those  things  which  cannot  be 
acquired  theoretically,  but  must  be  demonstrated 
in  practice.  Fifteen  hours  of  practice  work  were 
required  weekly  of  each  junior  student,  making  a 
total  of  13,862  hours'  service  in  children's  rooms, 
high  school  library,  school  stations  and  home  li- 
braries. In  addition  to  this,  each  student  served  ten 
mornings  at  the  lending  desks  throughout  the  sys- 
tem, two  or  more  periods  in  the  Reference  Depart- 
ment, one  period  a  week  during  July  in  the  summer 
playgrounds,  and  two  periods  in  the  Bindery. 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  developing  factor 
in  the  entire  field  of  practice  was  the  home  library 
group  or  club.  Each  student  was  responsible  for 
her  particular  group  from  the  beginning  of  the 
school  year  to  its  close.  In  this  way  initiative  and 
self-reliance  were  developed,  problems  of  disci- 
pline were  solved,  the  selecting  of  books  for  in- 
dividuals and  groups  tried  out  and  results  noted. 
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all  of  the  children  in  the  home  libraries  came 
n  districts  in  which  the  school  is  the  only  other 
alizing  influence,  the  student  gained  first-hand 
»wledge  of  future  citizens  in  the  making, 
^rger  quarters  for  the  School  were  necessitated 
the  increased  number  of  students  who  applied 
admission  in  1917-18.  To  meet  this  demand 
Library  gave  the  School  the  use  of  two  rooms 
lie  left  wing  of  the  main  building  on  the  second 
r,  originally  occupied  by  the  Art  Galleries. 
!  rearrangement  and  the  new  quarters  fill  a 
porary  need  remarkably  well,  but  restricted 
:e  space  and  scattered  location  interfere  some- 
t  with  efficiency  and  are  not  conducive  to 
lomy  of  administration. 

LAWRENCEVILLE  BRANCH 

he  work  at  Lawrenceville  is  always  interest- 
but  1917  has  brought  problems  to  be  solved 
have  added  to  the  usual  interest.     The  dis- 
is  changing  constantly  and  we  must  be  on  the 
t  every  moment  lest  an  opportunity  be  lost  for 
ing  the  Library  known  to  the  people.     The 
hborhood  is  composed  of  those  elements  to  be 
id  only  in  an  industrial  city  in  America.    We 
!  a  very  few  of  the  old  families  that  remain  from 
original  settlement  of  the  borough,  some  of 
e  who  bought  and  settled  here  a  little  later 
a  few  of  the  next  wave  which  swept  over  the 
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district  when  the  population  of  the  city  moved 
eastward,  about  thirty  years  ago.  Within  the  last 
five  years  many  people  of  this  class  have  sold  their 
property,  and  this  year  has  seen  many  homes  in 
the  inmiediate  neighborhood  sold  to  foreign  peo- 
ple, chiefly  Poles.  Within  a  radius  of  two  miles 
we  have  Poles,  Swedes,  Italians,  Germans,  Croa- 
tians,  Slovenians,  Russians  and , Lithuanians. 

The  night  schools  throughout  the  district  were 
visited  and  the  classes  invited  to  the  Library. 
The  use  of  the  Library  was  explained  to  each  class 
as  it  came.  Lists  advertising  the  new  Polish  books 
added  to  the  collection  were  printed  at  intervals 
in  the  ''Wielkopolanin."  A  number  of  new  Swed- 
ish books  which  came  this  fall  were  advertised  in 
the  Swedish  paper  and  by  the  ministers  in  the 
Swedish  churches.  The  Polish  books  arc  used 
much  more  than  any  of  the  other  foreign  books, 
Italian,  German  and  Swedish  coming  next. 

Our  reference  work  has  been  most  varied.  This 
is  an  industrial  centre  and  many  of  our  questions 
deal  with  technical  subjects.  The  record  shows 
2,672  questions  asked  by  adults,  2,269  by  children, 
a  total  of  4,941  questions  for  the  year. 

The  work  with  children  is  the  livest  part  of  our 
daily  routine  and  is  growing  very  rapidly.  We 
had  this  year  the  largest  juvenile  circulation  and 
the  largest  number  of  registrations  in  the  history 
of  the  branch. 
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rhe  influx  of  colored  people  into  the  district 
%  year  because  of  economic  conditions  has  in- 
ased  the  number  of  colored  children  using  the 
nary.  These  real  Southern  negro  children, 
ingers  in  the  community,  we  have  been  able  to 
ch  through  the  schools. 

The  reading  circles  and  story  hours  have  been 

1  attended.    We  have  held  two  travel  clubs  for 

le  girls,  in  which  they  discussed  the  manners, 

Coms  and  interesting  places  of  various  countries. 

have  been  able  to  do  some  very  interesting 

k  with  schools  this  year.    The  parochial  schools 

coming  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  Library 

the  help  it  can  give  them  in  their  work.    Their 

peration  has  been  very  helpful.     The  graded 

y  hours  held  at  the  branch  last  winter  were 

nded  by  2,503  children,  twenty  schools  being 

esented  at  some  of  the  meetings.     The  chil- 

i  from  the  schools  near  by  have  come  with  their 

hers  for  regular  instruction  in  the  use  of  the 

logue  and  reference  books. 


WEST  END  BRANCH 

he  gain  of  3,480  in  circulation  is  interesting 
use  it  is  the  first  time  since  1913  that  West 
has  shown  a  gain.  The  gain  in  adult  circu- 
n  has  been  a  slow,  steady  one  and  this  is  par- 
arly  satisfactory  as  the  branch  has  suffered 

[49] 


more  than  once  from  a  spasmodic  effort  that  re- 
sulted in  an  increase  followed  by  the  usual  set- 
back. Neither  the  juvenile  nor  adult  attendance 
has  increased  in  proportion  to  the  circulation, 
which  proves  that  those  who  come  to  the  Library 
are  taking  books  home.  Not  very  many  years  ago 
there  were  great  numbers  of  children  who  had  to 
do  all  their  reading  at  the  Library  as  their  parents 
did  not  permit  them  to  take  books  home. 

The  increase  in  adult  circulation  and  attend- 
ance is  especially  gratifying  when  we  take  into 
consideration  that  very  many  of  our  regular  bor- 
rowers are  doing  comparatively  little  reading,  de- 
voting their  time  instead  to  Red  Cross  and  govern- 
ment work. 

The  two  engine-houses  in  the  district  still  con- 
tinue to  borrow  books.  About  thirty-five  books  arc 
sent  to  each  engine-house  at  a  time,  the  firemen 
taking  charge  of  them  and  returning  them  when 
they  are  due. 

The  Childrens  Room  reports  a  circulation  of 
23,483  volumes,  which  is  an  increase  of  2,71 1  over 
that  of  1916  and  marks  a  banner  year.  The  refer- 
ence use  of  the  room  also  shows  a  decided  increase, 
which  is  directly  traceable  to  the  influence  of  work 
with  schools. 

The  Wabash  playground,  next  door  to  the 
branch,  opened  its  summer  work  on  July  2.  We 
were  able  to  assist  the  playground  workers  in  vari- 
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ways  and  a  spirit  of  real  friendliness  has  been 

iblished. 

.  recent  survey  of  the  district  revealed  the  fact 

:of  the  3,431  children  then  enrolled  in  the  local 

ols  1 ,479  are  Library  borrowers.    In  Guardian 

«ls\  St.  James,  St.  Martin's,  Thaddeus  Stevens 

Westlake  Schools,  all  of  which  are  within 

dng  distance  of  the  branch,  fully  three-fifths 

ic  pupils  are  registered  with  us.     In  Luckey 

ol,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away,  about  one-half 

le  children  have  formed  some  sort  of  connec- 

with  the  branch.    A  much  smaller  percentage 

t  to  us  from  Riverside  High  School,  Esplen, 

two  schools  in  Sheridan. 

an  effort  to  correlate  the  work  of  the  schools 

the  Library,  twenty-nine  visits  were  made  to 

schools.     The  teachers  were  more  ready  to 

aerate  than  heretofore.    A  great  deal  of  refer- 

work  is  done  for  the  Riverside  School,  a  two- 

liigh  school  in  this  district.    The  teachers  tele- 

e  the  subjects  wanted  and  the  time  when  the 

s  will  come  for  material.    Classes  were  also 

;ht  to  the  branch  for  instruction  in  the  use  of 

sitalogue  and  reference  books.     Lectures  on 

ince  books  were  given  to  the  eighth  grades  of 

[artin's,  St.  James  and  Westlake  Schools  in 

h,  and  to  the  same  grades  of  Esplen  and 

dcus  Stevens  Schools  in  April.     The  ques- 

designed  to  teach  the  use  of  the  catalogue 


were  based  on  eighth  grade  work  as  outlined  in 
the  "Tentative  list." 

WYLIE  AVENUE  BRANCH 

This  year  more  than  ever  before  the  work  of 
the  Wylie  Avenue  Branch  has  been  concentrated 
within  the  building.  Because  of  limited  equip- 
ment the  special  problem  of  the  year  has  been  to 
make  that  equipment  as  effective  and  far-reaching 
as  possible.  No  effort  has  been  spared  to  extend 
the  usefulness  of  the  book  collection.  Because  of 
added  demands  upon  the  staff  within  the  branch, 
practically  no  field  work  has  been  done.  There 
were  already  more  borrowers  than  could  be  cared 
for  satisfactorily. 

Of  the  total  population  of  the  community  served 
by  this  branch  only  twenty-five  per  cent,  arc 
native-born  white  people.  The  majority  of  the 
people  in  the  community  are  Jews  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  the  particular  activity  of  the  branch 
has  been  its  service  to  people  of  foreign  birth. 
This  year  the  number  of  negroes  in  the  district  has 
increased  very  rapidly  through  the  migration  of 
Southern  negroes  to  the  North,  where  they  have 
been  employed  very  largely  as  laborers  in  the  mills. 

The  statistics  of  circulation  are  not  discourag- 
ing considering  the  scarcity  of  books.  The  adult 
circulation  shows  a  small  gain,  and  while  the  juve- 
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lie  circulation  shows  a  loss  of  3,149,  yet  the  gain 

>T  the  year,  if  compared  with  the  year  1905  when 

le  book  collection  was  most  nearly  of  equal  size, 

50,392.    That  is,  with  the  same  number  of  books, 

e  circulation  has  more  than  doubled.    Both  the 

lult  and  the  juvenile  book  collections  show  a  net 

5s  in  the  number  of  books. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  parts  of  the  work 

Wylie  is  that  which  is  done  in  the  Reference 

)om.    There  is  a  great  variety  in  the  questions 

d  the  demand  is  constant.     Many  of  our  best 

lults  are  gained   from  co-operation   with   the 

tools,  which  frequently  send  entire  classes  of 

pils  to  the  branch. 

The  Tuesday  Evening  Study  Club  closed  its 

teenth  year  with  a  special  meeting  on  March  6. 

e  program  for  the  year  was  a  miscellaneous  one 

i  included  discussions  on  various  phases  of  the 

r,  together  with  some  civic  problems. 

The  story  hour  is  always  popular  at  Wylie.  The 

Idren  are  unusually  attentive  and  responsive, 

I  very  regular  in  attendance.    The  Cuchulain 

*ics  were  told  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  at 

cycle  story  hour  and  were  followed  by  Beo- 

[f,   Gudrun  and   Robin   Hood.     The   Robin 

Dd  stories  are  especially  popular.    A  story  hour 

conducted  on  Friday  mornings  through  the 

ation  months  at  the  McKelvy  playground. 
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MOUNT  WASHINGTON  BRANCH 

This  community  is  individual  in  its  location  and 

therefore  has  its  individual  needs.  It  has  all  the 
characteristics  of  a  suburban  town,  with  its  own 

distinct  aims  and  interests,  yet  depending  largely 
upon  the  city  for  its  sustenance,  shopping  facili- 
ties and  amusements.  The  Library  is  well  known 
to  the  people  of  the  inunediate  neighborhood  and 
is  appreciated  by  them.  It  is  regarded  as  the  non- 
sectarian  community  centre.  The  churches  and 
schools  care  for  the  social  work  of  the  conununity 
and  we  are  left  to  look  after  the  needs  which  arc 
primarily  the  work  of  a  library. 

Consideration  of  the  figures  showing  the  num- 
ber of  books  circulated  for  home  use,  the  number 
of  reference  questions  asked  and  answered,  and 
the  number  of  visitors  to  the  building,  gives  reason 
for  encouragement.  The  total  gain  in  circulation, 
7,487,  is  the  largest  since  1911.  The  issue  of 
juvenile  books,  30,691,  and  the  juvenile  gain, 
5,878,  are  the  largest  for  any  year  in  the  history 
of  the  branch.  The  nearest  approach  to  this  record 
was  in  1912,  when  26,995  children's  books  were 
issued,  3,696  less  than  in  1917.  The  number  of 
reference  questions  answered  was  1,599.  The 
number  of  visitors  to  the  building  was  44,709. 

Possibly  the  most  important  event  of  the  year 
in  this  district  was  the  opening  of  the  new  South 
Hills  High  School,  which  accommodates  at  present 

[54] 


so  students.    This  is  the  only  high  school  in  the 
istrict  and  the  effect  upon  the  character  of  the 
ork  of  the  branch  is  already  quite  apparent.  The 
lations  between  the  high  school  and  the  Library 
e  most  encouraging,  the  principal  and  teachers 
iving  voluntarily  co-operated  with  us  from  the 
:ry  first.    Representatives  from  the  Library  have 
sited  the  high  school  from  time  to  time  and  many 
the  teachers  have  come  to  the  Library. 
The  work  of  the  Childrens  Department  with 
e  grade  schools  is  well  established  and  has  been 
rried  on  successfully  during  the  year  in  spite  of 
?  changing  staff.    The  branch  librarian  and  chil- 
d's librarians  have  made  visits  to  each  of  the 
lools,  and  many  classes  came  to  the  branch  dur- 
;  school  hours  to  receive  instruction  in  the  use 
the  Library  and  to  hear  stories.    Fewer  stories 
vt  been  told  in  the  schools  this  year,  since  better 
ults  were  secured  by  having  the  classes  come  to 
:  branch. 

[n  the  fall  a  committee  of  schoo]  principals  from 
Ferent  parts  of  the  city,  appointed  to  make  an 
laustive  study  of  the  Gary  school  system,  made 
s  branch  its  headquarters.  The  Reference  De- 
"tment  lent  us  all  the  material  that  it  had  for 
:  in  this  work. 

The  use  of  the  club  rooms  has  increased  since 
t  April,  when  the  South  Hills  Civic  Club  held  its 
t  meeting  for  nine  months.     It  has  held  eight 


meetings  since,  the  last  one  a  special  meetiitg, 
called  to  consider  the  work  of  food  conservation 
publicity  in  the  Library.  They  agreed  unani- 
mously to  undertake  this  work  and  made  plans  ac- 
cordingly. Beginning  in  May,  fifteen  Red  Cross 
committee  meetings  were  held,  one  canning  demon- 
stration, one  political  committee  meeting  and  one 
meeting  of  the  local  committee  for  registering 
women. 

HAZELWOOD  BRANCH 

The  report  of  the  year's  work  of  the  Hazelwood 
Branch  is  merely  the  record  of  the  efforts  it  has 
made  to  bring  the  groups  of  people  in  the  com- 
munity which  it  serves  in  touch  with  the  Library. 
The  children  are  reached  through  co-operation 
with  the  schools,  which  is  becoming  closer  every 
year,  through  story  hours  at  the  branch  and  in  the 
schools,  through  clubs  and  reading  circles,  and  lec- 
tures at  the  branch.  The  schools  of  the  district 
have  been  visited  frequently  by  the  branch  libra- 
rian and  the  children's  librarian,  and  stories  have 
been  told  in  the  rooms.  Lists  of  supplementary 
reading  for  all  grades  were  made  at  the  request 
of  the  teachers.  Posters  announcing  the  story 
hours  at  the  branch  were  made  during  the  summer 
and  placed  in  all  the  schools  at  the  beginning  of 
the  school  year.  The  children's  librarians  told 
stories  at  the  Lewis  playground  during  July  and 
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igust,  and  at  a  children's  party  given  by  the 

Oman's  Club  to  the  kindergartens  of  Hazel- 

K>d.    The  attendance  at  story  hours  in  the  branch 

IS  7,279,  and  in  the  schools  and  on  the  other  oc- 

»ions  outside,  8,244,  a  total  attendance  of  15,523. 

ctry  hours  have  been  held  for  the  children  on 

turdays  and  the  interest  has  steadily  grown. 

Two  clubs  of  girls  have  been  organized  under 

direction  of  the  assistants  in  the  Childrens 

om.     One  of  these  is  composed  of  Hungarian 

i  Slavic  girls.    At  Christmas  time  an  entertain- 

nt  consisting  of  a  Christmas  play,  recitations 

1  a  patriotic  drill  was  given  by  the  two  clubs, 

1  in  June  one  of  the  clubs  gave  a  little  play. 

e  children  of  the  district  have  so  little  to  in- 

!st  them  and  are  so  responsive  that  there  seems 

be  no  limit  to  the  club  work  which  might  be 

le  with  them. 

iectures,  for  the  most  part  illustrated,  for  the 
dren  of  the  upper  grades  of  the  schools  were 
m  in  the  hall  throughout  the  winter  and  spring, 
""he  picture  collection  has  been  thoroughly  re- 
d  and  lists  of  subjects  have  been  distributed 
die  teachers,  who  make  constant  use  of  the 
ures.  The  picture  collection  is  exceptionally 
d  and  is  being  improved  every  month. 
1  December  a  meeting  for  mothers  and  teachers 
held  at  the  branch.  The  principals  and 
hers  showed  a  most  cordial  interest  in  this 
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meeting,  some  of  the  schools  being  represented  by 
the  entire  teaching  force. 

The  night  school  was  visited  and  an  invitation 
extended  to  the  classes  to  visit  the  Library.  As 
a  result  a  class  of  about  twenty-five  foreigners 
came,  with  the  principal  and  two  teachers.  Post- 
cards in  the  Hungarian  language,  telling  of  the 
advantages  offered  by  the  Library,  have  been  sent 
to  all  Hungarians  in  the  district  whose  names  we 
could  obtain.  A  Hungarian  assistant  has  been 
added  to  the  staff  to  help  with  the  foreign  work, 
and  many  home  visits  have  been  made. 

Lists  of  books  for  railroad  men  and  machinists 
have  been  distributed  and  the  collection  has  been 
strengthened  along  these  lines.  It  is  the  aim  of 
the  branch  to  have  a  strong  collection  of  books 
which  are  of  use  to  the  men  in  the  Hazelwood  in- 
dustries and  to  take  every  opportunity  to  bring 
them  to  the  attention  of  the  workers,  for  this  is 
an  isolated  community  and  the  men  often  need 
books  at  once  and  cannot  wait  to  have  them  brought 
from  the  Central  Library. 

EAST  LIBERTY  BRANCH 

The  East  Liberty  Branch,  by  reason  of  its  loca* 
tion,  is  a  most  interesting  and  stimulating  field  for 
work  and  furnishes  a  widely  varied  population 
with  divergent  tastes.  The  fact  that  the  branch 
is  situated  almost  in  the  heart  of  a  busy  com- 
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lercial  centre,  in  close  proximity  to  one  of  the  best 

^dential  sections  and  also  on  the  edge  of  a  poor 

istrict  means  diversity  in  demand.    This  year  has 

icreased  rather  than  diminished  the  changes  in 

le  character  of  the  neighborhood  spoken  of  in 

-evious  reports  and  has  emphasized  the  character 

'  our  problems.    In  recent  years  several  attempts 

ive  been  made  to  unify  civic  and  social  factors 

Drking  in  this  section  of  the  city,  but  there  has 

en  little  accomplished  because  of  the  divergence 

interests. 

We  have  tried  to  make  our  work  this  year  inten- 
se, to  concentrate  our  efforts  and  to  give  the  best 
ssible  service  to  all  who  came  to  the  Library, 
ir  figures,  showing  a  gain  in  circulation  of 
,721,  seem  to  prove  that  the  plan  was  success- 
l. 

We  have  the  closest  and  most  cordial  relations 
rfi  all  the  schools,  both  public  and  parochial,  in 
r  section  of  the  city,  and  the  work  with  the  Pea- 
iy  High  School  students  has  been  particularly 
ttifying. 

The  work  in  the  Childrens  Room  has  been  most 
isfactory.  The  feature  which  stands  out  is  the 
ival  of  special  visits  from  the  elementary  schools 
Jie  Library.  The  teachers  were  invited  to  select 
dcs  the  emphasis  of  which  would  help  in  school 
rk.  Before  each  visit  all  the  interesting  books, 
tures  and  magazine  articles  available  on  the 
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subject  were  gathered  together  and  on  the  arriva 
of  the  class  the  children's  librarian  read  to  them 
number  of  especially  interesting  articles.  The 
rest  of  the  hour  was  devoted  to  looking  over  the 
books  and  pictures.  This  plan  has  been  most  ef- 
fective and  brought  29  classes  and  417  teachers  to 
the  Library. 

The  circulation  of  71,526  juvenile  books  is  the 
fourth  largest  we  have  ever  had  and  shows  a  gain 
of  15,039  over  last  year.  Even  discounting  Sep- 
tember's gain  of  4,417  over  the  previous  Septem- 
ber, when  the  room  was  closed,  this  is  the  largest 
yearly  increase  in  our  history. 

Ten  bulletins  and  two  book  lists  were  made 
during  the  year.  The  bulletins  were  mostly  for 
decorative  purposes.  The  book  lists  were  on  "Pa- 
triotism" and  "Vocational  guidance."  The  latter 
list  was  made  for  an  eighth  grade  teacher  who 
fears  blind-alley  trades  for  her  pupils,  most  of 
whom  leave  school  at  the  eighth  grade.  She  was 
anxious  that  they  should  have  some  guidance  in 
choosing  their  work  and  urged  them  to  read  the 
books  listed,  allowing  these  books  to  be  substi- 
tuted for  those  on  the  list  of  required  reading. 

Story  hours  and  clubs  have  been  continued  as 
usual. 

The  Boys'  Reading  Circle  meets  on  Saturday 
mornings  and  any  boy  who  cares  to  attend  is  wel- 
come.   Usually  the  attendance  is  made  up  of  little 
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ians  and  negroes.  The  club  is  very  informal 
several  stories  are  usually  read  to  them  at  each 
ting. 

'he  Girls'  Club  was  started  in  1916  as  a  read- 
circle,  the  members  being  girls  in  any  of  the 
er  grades.  In  the  fall  of  1917  the  club  was 
rganized  and  the  membership  limited  to  the 
nth  and  eighth  grades.  A  trip  through  Eurojpe 
LC  program  for  the  year.  Points  of  interest  in 
land,  England,  Norway  and  France  have  been 
:ed  and  books  about  these  countries  read.  Two 
y  pictures  are  chosen  each  week  for  a  scrap- 
:  which,  when  completed,  will  illustrate  the 
:er's  trip. 

he  poetry  hour  is  held  on  Saturday  afternoons 
it  is  always  a  particularly  bright  spot  in  the 
ic's  work.  The  children  thoroughly  enjoy  this 
ting  and  many  of  them  come  regularly  each 

SOUTH  SIDE  BRANCH 

he  South  Side  Branch  is  well  located  in  the 
re  of  a  busy  district,  the  topography  of  which 
»s  to  make  it  the  separate  and  distinct  com- 
ity that  it  is.  The  Monongahela  river  on  one 
and  the  South  Hills  on  the  other  hem  in  the 
;  narrow  strip  of  land,  much  too  densely  popu- 
d,  where  are  mills,  warehouses,  shops  and  fac- 
!S.     The  people,  chiefly  foreigners,  and  repre- 
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senting  twenty-seven  nationalities,  arc  for  th< 
most  part  hard-working  tradesmen,  glass-workers, , 
mill-workers  and  saloon-keepers,  who  during  this 
time  of  economic  prosperity  have  little  leisure  for 
anything  except  the  perusal  of  the  daily  news- 
paper, the  reading  of  an  occasional  book,  or  a  show. 

The  reading-rooms  of  the  Library  are  well  used, 
however,  the  attendance  in  the  adult  reading- 
room,  where  all  the  reference  books,  magazines 
and  daily  papers  are  kept,  having  reached  101,139 
this  year.  One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fif- 
teen reference  questions  were  looked  up  for  pa- 
trons using  this  room,  1,494  of  which  were  for 
students  from  the  South  Side  High  School,  twelve 
blocks  away.  The  character  of  the  reference  ques- 
tions asked  varies  greatly  in  scope,  some  requiring 
expert  assistance. 

An  assistant  visits  the  high  school  one  morning 
each  week  to  obtain  the  assignments  made  by  the 
teacher  for  the  week's  work.  These  subjects  are 
carefully  looked  up  and  all  available  material  at 
the  branch,  as  well  as  from  the  Central  Library,  is 
placed  on  special  shelves  reserved  for  each  class. 
During  1917,  1,459  books  were  used  by  the  stu- 
dents from  these  reference  shelves. 

Special  classes  visited  the  branch  to  receive  in- 
struction in  the  use  of  the  catalogue,  the  use  of 
reference  books  and  the  arrangement  of  books  on 
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t  shelves,  each  student  being  encouraged  to  try 

find  material  for  himself  before  asking  for  help. 

The  importance  of  the  work  with  children  in 

!  South  Side  district  cannot  be  too  strongly  em- 

isized.    The  numbers  and  the  character  of  the 

Idren  make  the  field  a  very  fruitful  one.    In 

I  time  of  war  particularly  one  realizes  more 

nly  than  ever  before  how  necessary  it  is  not 

y  to  continue  but  also  to  develop  more  fully 

cig  all  avenues  the  work  of  Americanization. 

s  most  encouraging,  therefore,  to  observe  that 

'e  children's  books  were  issued  this  year  than 

r  before,  except  the  year  the  branch  opened  and 

914,  when  the  room  was  open  full  time. 

'here  are  ten  public  and  six  parochial  schools 
he  district,  two  of  the  latter  being  Polish  and 
Lithuanian.  A  very  cordial  relationship  exists 
veen  the  schools  and  the  branch  and  every  ef- 
has  been  made  not  only  to  meet  but  even  to 
cipate  the  demands  of  the  teachers  of  the  dis- 

hrough  the  schools  the  Library  has  had  access 
ie  children  and  through  the  children  we  are 
liing  the  parents.  We  have  endeavored  to 
:  the  needs  of  the  foreigner  who  cannot  under- 
d  English  by  supplying  him  with  books  in  his 
tongue.  We  find  constant  use  also  for  simple 
s  in  English  which  will  teach  the  foreigner 
to  become  an  intelligent  American  citizen.  We 
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ns  to  a  Red  Cross  Auxiliary  and  a  First  Aid 
IS.  The  Red  Cross  Auxiliary  averages  about 
iindred  workers  at  each  meeting;  ten  sewing- 
Jiines  are  in  use  and  the  power  to  run  the  elec- 
ftl  attachments  is  contributed  by  the  Duquesne 
lit  Company.  The  women  are  giving  more  and 
e  time  continually  to  this  work,  holding  daily 
ions  and  soliciting  members  for  the  American 
1  Cross  at  a  booth  in  the  lobby  during  the 
istmas  campaign. 

ince  September,  one  of  our  choicest  rooms  has 
i  occupied  by  Exemption  Board  No.  10  and 
iie  last  two  weeks  of  the  year  a  legal  advisory 
d  has  been  assisting  draftees  with  the  ques* 
aaire  in  still  another  room.  When  the  first 
lewood  draft  went  out  the  celebration  in  their 
^r  started  from  the  Branch. 

all  this  we  see  a  Homewood  developing 
tr  our  eyes  from  blocks  and  blocks  of  dwell- 
which  contribute  to  Pittsburgh's  population 
a  neighborhood  where  men,  women  and  chil- 
are  awakening  to  the  fact  that  the  horror  of 
5  upon  them  all ;  that  of  each  one  is  demanded 
rifice.  We  are  more  thankful  than  we  can  say 
the  uses  of  a  library  building  were  construed 
lly  to  mean  dissemination  of  information  and 
loncstly  believe  that  this  has  been  accom- 
ed,  even  if,  in  many  cases,  it  has  been  a  by- 
uct.    It  is  bringing  our  people  to  the  Library 
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in  a  time  of  stress  and  uniting  them  in  a  commoin:^^ 
service.  The  personal  relations  in  a  branch  library^V 
are  its  real  life,  its  living  principle. 

The  regular  channels  of  our  work  have  not  bcca^* 
neglected  for  these  new  outlets,  and  it  was  a  grcatrrr 
satisfaction  when  January  1917  brought  the  first 
joint  gain  in  the  adult  and  juvenile  circulation 
since  November  1914,  a  gain  which  has  been  prac- 
tically uninterrupted  during  the  year.  The  usual 
visits  to  schools  have  been  made  and  early  in  the 
year  a  number  of  classes  were  brought  to  the 
branch  for  special  instruction  in  the  use  of  the 
Library.  The  co-operation  with  the  schools  in  this 
district  leaves  little  to  be  desired.  The  teachers 
in  the  elementary  schools  send  to  us  for  supple- 
mentary books  and  pictures  so  regularly  that  one 
of  the  features  of  the  children's  room  is  the 
* 'teachers'  shelves."  When  a  request  comes  in,  usu- 
ally by  telephone,  the  material  is  selected,  marked 
with  the  teacher's  name  and  placed  on  these 
shelves,  so  that  when  the  child  who  is  sent  as 
messenger  comes  there  will  be  no  delay  in  serving 
the  teacher. 

One  of  our  real  pleasures  this  fall  has  been  the 
realization  of  a  long  cherished  plan  for  having  a 
^'reading  aloud"  club.  We  have  felt  that  the 
enjoyment  of  this  form  of  reading  might  be  ex- 
tended, and  in  October  formed  a  club  for  older 
girls,  high  school  graduates  and  other  working  girls 
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the  same  age,  who  have  apparently  greatly  en- 
^ed  the  evenings.  By  common  consent  it  was 
'eed  that  the  club  should  devote  itself,  for  the 
!sent  at  least,  to  war  interests.  The  members 
re  been  doing  war  knitting,  and,  while  extracts 
m  the  war  books  have  been  read,  they  have 
de  scrap-books  for  the  soldiers  or  worked  at  their 
waters. 

The  story  hours  in  the  Childrens  Department 
e  been  confined  almost  entirely  to  the  little 
dren's  story  hour  on  Tuesday  afternoon  and 
cycle  story  on  Friday  afternoon.  The  poetry 
r  and  book  meetings  held  in  other  years  have 
n  discontinued  because  of  the  demands  made 
the  children's  time  by  outside  activities.  The 
newood  Board  of  Trade,  the  Homewood 
man's  Club  and  the  George  Westinghouse 
imatic  Society  have  met  regularly  at  the  branch 
year.  The  Homewood-Brushton  Red  Cross 
the  Exemption  Board  No.  10,  with  its  attend- 
advisory  board,  have  been  nearly  as  regular 
heir  attendance  as  the  Library  staff,  and  we 
c  been  pleased  to  find  that  a  number  of  new 
•owers  have  registered  who  came  primarily  for 
or  another  of  these  meetings.  The  use  of  the 
ous  rooms  open  to  the  public  has  been  quite 
^factory  and  the  auditorium  was  used  twenty 
ts  during  the  year. 
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The  foregoing  extracts  from  departmental  re- 
ports, fragmentary  and  inadequate  as  they  are, 
give  some  idea  of  the  wide  interests  and  possibili- 
ties and  some  clue  to  the  hopes  and  aspirations 
of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh.  That  it 
renders  such  efficient  service  and  occupies  so  imr 
portant  a  place  in  the  community  is  due  to  the 
able  direction  of  my  predecessors  and  the  unself- 
ish, devoted  service  of  the  members  of  the  library 
sta£F.  This  attitude  toward  their  institution,  which 
has  become  a  tradition  in  this  Library,  has  been 
particularly  manifest  during  the  trying  period  of 
a  change  in  administration.  For  this  generous  and 
efficient  co-operation  in  all  the  work  of  the  Library 
I  am  deeply  grateful. 

In  conclusion  I  would  express  my  appreciation 
of  the  many  evidences  of  confidence  and  the  cordial 
support  given  me  by  the  Library  Committee  and 
by  the  other  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in 
so  far  as  my  duties  have  brought  me  into  official 
contact  with  them.  To  the  President  of  that  Board 
I  am  especially  grateful. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  H.  Leete, 

April  13,  1918.  Director. 
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NUMIiKR  OF  VOLUMES  CATALOGUED 
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TABLE  5 

»TAL  ADULT  AND  JUVENILE  CIRCULATION 


bnuT 

iilM  and  cloba 

rUle  Branch 

I  Bimnch 

nne  Branch 

ashlnirton  Branch. 

1  Branch 

rty  Branch 

»  Branch 

A  Branch 


Adult 


Jnyenile 


157.668 
23.686 

74 

14.495 
37.796 

23^404 

59.086 
31J89 
39.952 
86,384 
46305 
60948 


570.687 


53.281 
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9,015 
23.145 
55.243 
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72,255 


674.918 


Total 


210,949 
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TABLE  Z9 
STATISTICS  SUMMARIZED 

ACCOKDmC  TO  THE  RECOMMEKDATION  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 

The  American  Library  Association,  through  one  of  its  committees, 
IS  recommended  that  librarians  print  in  their  annual  reports  this 
brm  of  library  statistics,"  which  was  prepared  by  the  Association  in 
'der  to  facilitate  the  comparison  of  library  statistics  in  this  country. 

nnual  report  for  year  ended  December  31,  1917. 

ame  of  library:    Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 

ame  of  director:    John  H.  Leete. 

ity  or  town:    Pittsburgh.  State:    Pennsylvania. 

Dpulation  served  (latest  estimate) 600,000 

crms  of  use — Free  for  lending.    Free  for  reference. 

3tal  number  of  agencies 145 

Consistijig  of: 

Central  Library i 

Branches 8 

(All  occupy  separate  buildings.) 

Stations 3 

(One  in  factory,  one  in  settlement,  one  in  the  Young  Women's  Chris- 
tian Association.) 

Schools 118 

Clubs 15 

jmber  of  days  open  during  the  year  (Central  Library) 362 

ours  open  each  week  for  lending  (Central  Library) 72 

ours  open  each  week  for  reading  (Central  Library) 82 

»tal  number  of  staff 204 


INCREASE 

Adult  Juvenile  Total 

imber  of  volumes'  at  beginning  of  year.  3i4>569       I09»852       4MA^i 
imber  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 

yy  purchase,  gift  or  exchange I7»352         14,565         3i,9i7 

imber  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn 

luring  the  year 6,415 

)tal  number  at  end  of  year 325.968 

imber  of  pamphlets  added  during  year 


15,454 

2i,»(i9 

108,501 

434,469 

3.II2 
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USE 

Adult 

Total  recorded  use 1,334^14 

Total  number  of  volumes  lent  for  home 
use 570,687 

Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  lent  for 
home  use 3^,638 

Number  of  prints  lent  for  home  use  (in- 
cluding 4,734  stereographs) 

Recorded  use  in  reading  room  (estimate 
based  on  actual  count  for  certain  peri- 
ods of  average  attendance) 

REGISTRATION 

Adult 

Number  of  borrowers  registered  during 
the  year 7,273 

Total  number  of  registered  borrowers 

Registration  period,  years,  approximately     

Number  of  periodicals  currently  received 
(at  Central  Library) 

Number  of  persons  using  library  for  read- 
ing and  study 


Jurenile  Total 

1,204,271  2,538,685 

674.918  1,245.60s 

314.414  644.053 

37.631 

I.a93.o8o 

Juvenile  Total 

7,943  IS.216 

118,229 

4 

984 

972,210 
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PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

In  print  December  ji,  1917 

Vhere  two  prices  are  given,  the  first  is  that  for  which  the  publica- 
s  sold  at  the  Library  only.  All  prices  are  strictly  net,  except  for 
idtial  publications  ordered  in  lots  of  twenty  or  more.  Remittances 
be  made  in  advance,  payable  to  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh, 
nblications  not  marked  *  may  be  had  free  at  the  Library,  or  will 
nt  postpaid  for  5  cents  each. 

■ilied  Cmtalogue  of  the  Camegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 

RST  Series,  1895-1902.    1907.    vol.  1-3.    3,890  pp.    $12.00. 
coND  Series,  1902-1906.    1908.    vol.  4-5.    2,020  pp.    $5.00. 
iiRD  Series,  1907-191 1.    1914.'  vol.  6-8.    3475  pp.    ^.00. 

Bound  in  buckram  with  gilt  tops.    Include  full  author  ana  subject  indexes. 
£  same  [in  pamphlet  form]. 
RST  Series,  i8Spj~i902.    10  parts.    1903-07. 

Part  I.    General  Works.     1907.    67  pp.     10  cents,  postpaid. 

Part  2.     Philosophy  and  Religion.     1903.     aaj  pp.     Out  of  print. 

Part  3.     Sociology  and  Philology.     1904.     340  pp.     15  cents;  postpaid,  as  cents. 

Part  4.     Natural  Science  and  Useful  Arts.     1904.     S9SpP-     35  cents;  postpaid. 

50  cents. 
Part  s-     Fine  Arts.     1905.    351  pp.     15  cents;  postpaid,  2$  cents. 
Part  6.     Literature.     1905.    308  pp.     15  cents;  postpaid,  25  cents. 
Part  7.     Fiction.     1906.    446  pp.     25  cents;  postpaid,  40  cents. 
Part  8.     History  and  Travel.     1907.    691  pp.     50  cents;  postpaid,  65  cents. 
Part  9.     Biography.     1907.     381  pp.     20  cents;  postpaid,  30  cents. 
Part  10.     Indexes,  Title-pages,  Contents,  Preface  and  Synopsis  of  Qassification. 

1907.  850  pp.    $1.00;  postpaid,  $1.20. 

COND  Series,  1902-1906.    5  parts.    1907-08. 

Part  I.     General  Works,  Philosophy,  Religion,  Sociology  and  Philology.     1907. 

425  pp.    Out  of  print 
Part  2.     Natural  Science,  Useful  Arts  and  Fine  Arts.     1907.    477  pp.    4S  cents; 

postpaid,  60  cents. 
Part  3.     Literature,  English  Fiction  and  Fiction  in  Foreign  Languages.     1908. 

342  pp.    40  cents;  postpaid,  50  cents. 
Part  4.     History  and  Travel,   Collected   Biography  and   Individual    Biography. 

1908.  465  pp.    45  cents;  postpaid,  60  cents. 

Part  5.  Indexes,  Title-pages,  Contents,  Preface  and  Synopsis  of  ClassiHcation. 
1908.    460  pp.    80  cents;  postpaid,  95  cents. 

iRD  Series,  1907-ipi I.    10  parts.    1912-14. 

Part  I.  General  works,  Philosophy,  Religion.  1912.  372  pp.  40  cents;  post- 
paid, 50  cents. 

Pkrt  2.  Sociology,  Philology.     191 2.    418  pp.     45  cents;  postpaid.  60  cents. 

Part  3.  Natural  Science,  Useful  Arts.  19 13.  623  pp.  60  cents;  postpaid,  75 
cents. 

Part  4.  Fine  Arts.     1913.    237  pp>    25  cents;  postpaid,  35  cents. 

Part  s*  Literature.     191 3.    S71  pp.    30  cents;  postpaid,  40  cents. 

Part  6.  English   Fiction,   Fiction   in   Foreign    Languages.      19x3.      294  pp.     30 

cents;  postpaid,  40  cents. 

Part  7.  History  and  Travel.     1914*    401  pp.    40  cents;  postpaid,  50  cents. 

Part  8.  Biography.     191 4.    276  pp.    30  cents;  postpaid,  40  cents. 

Part  9.  Books  for  the  Blind.     191 4.    44  pp.     5  cents;  postpaid,  10  cents. 

Part  10.  Indexes,  Title-pages,  Contents,  Preface  and  Synopsis  of  Classification. 

1914.  816  pp.    80  cents;  postpaid,  $1.00. 

ihr  Bulletin.    50  cents  a  year,  postpaid. 

Not  published  in  August  and  September. 

il  Report,  ist-2ist.  1806-1916.    Sent  free  upon  request. 

Except  the  3d,  6th  and  20th,  which  are  out  of  print. 
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CaUlogne  of  the  Carnegie  Library  School;  a  school  for  trainiBg  ■ 

General  Library  Work,  Library  Work  with  Children  and  S^ool 

Library  Work.    Sent  free  upon  request. 
Periodicals  and  Other  Serials  Cnrrently  Received  by  the  Canicgie 

Library  of  Pittsburgh.    7th  edition.    191^.    42  pp. 
Books  in  the  Library  of  the  American  Philatdic  Society.    191a   20^ 
Carnegie  Institute  and  Library  of  Pittsburgh.    191 6.    32  pp. 
Rules  for  Filing  Cards  in  the  Dictionary  Catalogues  of  the  Camtfk 

Library  of  Pittsburgh.    26  edition.    1917.    32  pp. 
What  a  Public  Library  Finds  to  Do;  by  Elisa  May  Wiflard.  1917.  18 19. 

REFERENCE  LISTS 

HISTORY 

Books  of  Interest  in  Connection  with  the  Etiropean  War.    1914.   26  p^ 
Braddock's  Expedition.    1 1  pp.    ( Monthly  Bulletin,  Nov.  1906.) 
.   Expedition  of  General  Forbes  against  Fort  Duquesne.    1908.    20  pp. 
Expeditions  of  Colonel  Bouquet  to  the  Ohio  Country,  1763  aiidrt764. 

ii  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Dec.  1909.) 

Letters  of  General  Forbes;  Reprint  of  35  Letters  Relating  to  the  Ex- 
pedition against  Fort  Duquesne.  63  pp.  20  cents,  postpaid. 
(Monthly  Bulletin,  Feb.-May  1909.) 

^Pennsylvania;  a  Reading  List  for  the  Use  of  Schools,  with  Spedil 
Reference  to  Indian  Warfare  and  the  Local  History  of  Fittt- 
burgh.     191 1.    83  pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  25  cents. 

Pittsburgh  in  1816.    19 16.    75  pp. 

Washington's  Visits  to  Pittsburgh  and  the  Ohio  Country.  15  pp. 
(Monthly  Bulletin,  Feb.  1008.) 

The  Whiskey  Insurrection.    9  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  July  1906.) 

BIOGRAPHY 

Famous  Royal  Women;  a  Reading  List  for  Girls.    1908.    11  pp. 

Lives  and  Letters;  a  Selected  and  Annotated  List.    1910.    36pp. 

*Men  of  Science  and  Industry;  a  Guide  to  the  Biographies  of  Scientists. 
Engineers,  Inventors  and  Physicians,  in  the  Carnegie  Library  01 
Pittsburgh.    191 5.    189pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  30  cents. 

Patriots;  a  Reading  List  for  Boys  and  Girls.    1912.    17  pp. 

SOCIOLOGY 
Housing.    191 2.    45  PP- 
Vocational  Guidance.     Supplement.     10  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  Dec 

19^5) 

DEBATING 

^Debate  Index.  2d  edition.    1912.    84  pp.    15  cents;  postpaid,  20  cents. 
Debate  Index.    Supplement.    1913.    23  pp. 
Debate  Index.    Second  supplement.    1916.    15  pp. 
Debate  Index.    Third  supplement.    191 7.    14  pp. 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  INTEREST  TO  ENGINEERS 

Air-Brakes.    1915-    55  PP- 

Air  Conditioning.    1914-    58  pp. 

Brick  Manufacture  and  Bricklaying.    26pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  Jan. 

By-Product  Coking.    1915-    40  pp. 

Electric  Drivinc  m  Rolling- Mills  and  Foundries.     11  pp.     (Monthly 

Bulletin,  Nov.  1907.) 
Electric  Heating  and  Cooking.    1910.    16  pp. 
Engineering  Ethics.    1917.    i7PP> 
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b  and  Flood  ProtectioiL   48  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  July  1908.) 

Is  «id  Flood  ProtoctioiL    Supplement    191 1.    19  pp. 

Sjrrotcope.    1917.   23  pp. 

inc.    1912.    45  PP- 

z  to  Procccdmcs  of  the  Eiunneen'  Society  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, Volumes  i  to  20,  i8iBo-i904;  Compiled  by  Harrison  W. 
Craver.    1906.    144pp.    $1.00  postpaid. 

K  to  the  Classified  Catalogue  m  the  Technology  Department.    2d 
edition.    1916.    63  pp.    10  cents. 
f  Technical  IndoLCs  and  Bibliogri^hies  Appearing  Serially.    1910. 

17  pp. 

m  Science  and  Industry;  a  Guide  to  the  Biographies  of  Scientists, 
Engineers,  Inventors  and  Physicians,  in  the  Carnegie  Library  of 
Pittsburgh.    1915.    189  pp.    20  cents;  postpaid^  30  cents. 
Corrosion  and  Protection.     2d  edition,  revised  and  enlarged. 
58  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  July  1909.) 


12  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Oct.  1908.) 
[undrec^ 


lundred  Recent  Books  on  Agriculture.    1910.    19  pp. 

\  and  Garbage  Disposal.    1909.    39  pp. 

Dust  Preventives.    1916.    39  pp. 

ific  and  Technical  Reference  Books.    19  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin, 

Nov.  1916.) 

ge  Disposal  and  Treatment.    1910.    96  pp.    15  cents,  postpaid. 

i  Prevention.    18  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  May  1907.) 

s  Nitrate  Indus^  of  Chile.    7  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  March 

Turbines.    21  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Nov.  1904.) 

lical  Book  Review  Index,  v.i,  no.1-5,  March-Oct.  1917-    50  cents 

I  year,  postpaid. 

9o.]-3,  March,  April,  May,  published  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  of  those  months, 

5  cents  each,  postpaid. 
^0.4-5,  Jnly-Oct.  issued  separately,  15  cents  each,  postpaid. 

md  Forestry.    19 17.    18  pp. 

Softening.    8  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  June  1904.) 

UBRARY  WORK  WITH  CHILDREN 

MTue  of  Books,  Annotated  and  Arranged,  and  Provided  by  the 

:!amegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  for  the  Use  of  the  First  Bight 

Irades  in  the  Pittsburgh  Schools.    1907.    331  pp.    35  cents;  post- 

»aid,  50  cents. 

ated  Catalogue  of  Books  Used  in  the  Home  Libraries  and  Read- 

ng  Clubs.    1905.    1 10 pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  25  cents. 

ited  Editions  of  Chil<uren's  Books.    1915.    20  pp. 

STORY-TBLUNG 

from  the  Ballads  of  Robin  Hood;  Outlines  for  Story-Telling. 

914.    38  pp. 

from  tiie  Norse;  Outlines  for  Story-Telling.    1914.    22  pp. 

I  to  Tell  to  Children.    2d  edition.    IQ18.    72  pp.    25  cents. 

lour  Courses  for  Children  from  Greek  Myths,  the  Iliad  and  the 

>dysscy.    1906.   32  pp. 

READING  LISTS 

I  Royal  Women;  a  Reading  List  for  Girls.    1908.    11  pp. 

n  Lands  Where  Wonders  Are."    191 1.    14  pp. 

i;a  Reading  List  for  Boys  and  Girls.    191 2.    17  pp. 

n^ania;  a  Reading  List  for  the  Use  of  Schools,  with  Special 

Reference  to  Indian  Warfare  and  the  Local  History  of  Pitts- 

urgh.    191 1.    83  pp.    20  cents,  postpaid,  25  cents. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS 

Mr  S.  H.  Churchy  President: 

Dear  Sir : — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  report 
of  the  Custodian  of  Buildings  and  Grounds  for  the 
year  ending  December  3 1 ,  1917. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Enoch  Rauh, 
April  23,  1918.  Chairman. 

To  the  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds: 

Gentlemen: — I  beg  to  submit  a  report  of  the 
operation  of  the  Department  of  Buildings  and 
Grounds  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1917. 

Not  since  their  erection  has  there  been  a  year 
that  has  required  so  much  energy  and  individual 
effort  to  keep  the  buildings  in  operation,  and  up 
to  their  usual  standard  of  repair,  as  the  one  just 
ended. 

Tempted  by  the  big  wages  offered  in  munition 
factories  and  industrial  establishments  throughout 
the  city  and  elsewhere,  men  were  continually  leav- 
ing to  accept  positions  in  these  places.    The  fact 
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they  were  advised  that  the  positions  they  were 

dg  might  only  be  temporary,  had  no  effect — 

exodus  continued.    Wages  were  advanced  in 

Department  from  time  to  time;  not  in  an  at- 

it  to  meet  those  paid  in  the  places  named,  but 

men  might  live  and  be  able  to  pay  the  unpre- 

fited,  and  in  too  many  cases,  the  unwarranted 

s  of  the  necessities  of  life. 

le  intensely  cold  weather  added  largely  to  our 

lies.    Due  to  a  shortage  of  gas  we  were  obliged 

ange  to  coal  at  three  of  the  branch  libraries. 

me  of  these  buildings  had  coal  been  used  be- 

the  result  being  that  radical  changes  had  to 

ade  in  bunker  space,  as  well  as  changes  in 

5.     The  severe  weather  continued  into  the 

at  year.    The  railroads,  on  account  of  a  short- 

f  cars  and  the  extreme  cold,  found  it  difficult 

5ply  the  Pittsburgh  trade,  which  meant  that 

nber  of  times  we  found  ourselves  with  not 

a  twelve  hours*  coal  supply,  and  the  uncer- 

^  of  a  delivery  when  this  supply  was  ex- 

ed.    During  this  period  there  was  not  a  time 

ich  we  had  our  full  complement  of  men.    To 

that  were  loyal  and  stayed  with  us,  I  take 

ire  in  expressing  my  sincere  thanks  for  their 

ng  efforts  to  keep  things  going. 

ative  to  the  cost  of  materials  and  supplies 

ary  to  operation  and  maintenance,  the  Treas- 
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urcr's  report  will  show  the  remarkable  advancc^"^ 
that  were  made.    One  item  (coal)  advanced  in  on-—** 
bound  from  $1 .70  to  $3.90  per  ton  delivered.    ThL  ^ 
was  later  reduced  by  the  Government  to  $2.18.    I"'    -^ 
has  since  advanced  to  $2.63  per  ton. 

In  this  connection  I  would  state  that  the  csti—  -*• 
mate  of  cost  as  has  been  submitted  for  the  curren^r^  ^ 
year,  was  based  on  prices  prevailing  at  the  time^  ^* 
With  these  prices  continually  advancing,  it  wil^C^^ 
be  impossible  to  complete  the  year  without  a  defi 
cit.    I  trust  that  this  will  receive  due  consideration. 

Despite  the  handicaps  under  which  we  labored, 
some  improvements  were  made.  At  the  Main 
building  in  the  Library  department,  in  rooms  that 
were  formerly  picture  galleries,  partitions  were 
erected  to  provide  suitable  apartments  for  the  Car- 
negie Library  School  which  had  outgrown  its 
former  quarters.  Many  minor  improvements  were 
also  made,  including  the  installation  of  lavatories 
in  several  places,  changing  water  pipes  for  better 
service,  and  concealing  them  in  walls  instead  of 
running  them  exposed  in  places  that  would  be 
made  unsightly  because  of  such  exposure. 

At  the  Hazelwood  Library,  by  a  change  in  the 
plans,  a  comfortable  and  fully  equipped  lunch 
room  was  made  for  the  Library  staff,  and  a  store- 
room of  a  size  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the 
building. 
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t  the  East  Liberty  building,  an  iron  fence  with 

lecessary  gates  was  erected  to  protect  the  rear 

le  building  from  trespass. 

:  Lawrenceville,  in  the  adult  and  children's 

ing  rooms,  marble  base  was  installed  to  replace 

1.    Also  additional  shelving  in  adult  room. 

le  usual  repairs  incidental  to  wear  and  un- 

lable  abuse,  were  maintained  in  all  buildings 

ighout  the  year. 

submit  herewith  a  detailed  list  of  the  enter- 

nents  given  in  the  several  lecture  halls  and 

ig  room. 

igagements  for  which  rent  was  charged: 

e  Hall 

ssions  at  $jo.oo $  60.00 

ssion  at  $25.00 25.00 

essions  at  $17.50 280.00 

•sions  at  $15.00 105.00      $   470.00 

aal  Room 

lessions  at  $5.00 355'00 

Room 
Igagements  at  $7.50 15.00 

rood  Auditorium 

ssions  at  $10.00 $  20.00 

earsals 8.50 

ssions  at  $7.50 37.50  66.00 

iberty  Auditorium 

essions  at  $15.00 $2^0.00 

•essions  at  $10.00 1 10.00  380.00 

¥ood  Auditorium 

ssions  at  $20.00 $120.00 

!Ssion  at  $15.00 15.00 

sssions  at  $12.50 62.50 

ssions  at  $10.00 20.00  217.50 

Total $1,503.50 
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Engagements  for  which  no  rent  was  charged : 

Central  Lecture  Hall 88 

Rehearsal  Room 30 

Lawrenceville  Auditorium 3 

Hazelwood  Auditorium I3 

Homewood  Auditorium 9 

The  Music  Hall  was  used  155  times  with  an 
aggregate  attendance  of  153,411. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  R.  Cunningham, 

Custodian  of  Buildings 
April  23,  1 9 1 8.  and  Grounds. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE 

COMMIT 


^TT^T^ 


the  President  and  Board  of  Trustees: 

jrcntlcmcn: — The  Finance  Committee  of  the 

Tiegie  Library  has  to  report  for  the  fiscal  year 

ling  March  31,  1918,  as  follows: 

t  has  in  its  custody  belonging  to  the  Berad 

id 

$19,000— Pittsburgh,  Shenango  &  Lake  Erie  R.  R.  Co. 
1,000 — Union  Steel  Company. 

i  securities  belonging  to  the  Mellor  fund 

$11,000 — United  States  Steel  Corp.  10-60  Year  Sinking  Fund  5's 
due  April  i,  1963. 

rhere  is  a  balance  on  hand  for  investment  of 
230. 

The  $12,000  Coastwise  Transportation  Co.  Str. 
ristol"  bonds  belonging  to  this  fund  were  called 
redemption  on  February  15,  1918,  and  $12,000 
•ived  in  payment.  From  these  funds  the  $11 ,000 
ited  States  Steel  Corporation  Sinking  Fund  5's 
)  April  1,  1963  were  purchased  for  $10,770, 
ving  a  balance  in  the  fund  of  $1,230  for  in- 
tment. 
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The  revenue  derived  from  the  securities  of  the 
above  funds  is  received  directly  by  the  Treasurer 
and  covered  in  the  Treasurer's  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Finance  Committee, 
A.  W.  Mellon, 
April  23,  1918.  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 

r  S.  H.  Churchy  President: 

Dear  Sir: — ^I  beg  to  hand  you  herewith  state- 
jnt  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Car- 
gic  Library  of  Pittsburgh  for  the  year  ending 
rcember  31,  1917,  which  has  been  audited  and 
md  correct. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  Reed, 
January  1,  1918.  Treasurer. 

CASH    STATEMENT 

ncc — City  of  Pittsburgh $  15,124.32 

I  balances — Mellon  National  Bank 

ineral  account 23,674.74 

:rnd  fund 2,25241 

sUor  funds 1,008.73 

hwartz  fund 26946    $  42,3^.66 


RECEIPTS 

•opriation— City  of  Pittsburgh $250,000.00 

xtions 

tiding  Department $1448.31 

>rary  Department 8,258.73  9.70704 

r  Cash  Fund — Returned 200.00 
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Interest  on  investments 
Bernd  fund 
Pittsburgh,  Shenango  &  Lake 

Erie  R.  R $  950.00 

Union  Steel  Company 50.00  1,000.00 

Mellor  funds 
Coastwise  Transportation  Co 600.00 

Interest — Daily  bank  balances 

General  account $  856.53 

Bernd  fund 65.45 

Mellor  funds 34.70  956.68      262,463.''^'^ 

Total  cash $304,793' 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Approved  vouchers  recorded  dur- 
ing the  year  ending  December  31, 
1917;  Nos.  3449  to  5013  inclusive: — 

Current  expenses $256,088.42 

To  meet  December  pay  roll 11,613.94 

Bernd  fund 987.05 

Mellor  funds 2X  1.07 

Schwartz  fund 62.72      268,963 

Cash  balance — December  31,  1917 $  35,830.18 

Balance — City  of  Pittsburgh $    6,625.39 

Cash  balances — Mellon  National  Bank 

General  account 25,234.88 

Bernd  fund 2,330.81 

Mellor  funds 1,432.36 

Schwartz  fund 206.74    $  35.830.18 


STATEMENT    OF    SECURITIES 

Bernd  fund 
$19,000.00 — Pittsburgh,  Shenango  &  Lake  Erie — 5%  due  1940. 
1,000.00— Union  Steel  Company — 5%  due  1952. 

Mellor  funds 
$12,000.00— Coastwise  Transportation  Company — 5%  due  1927. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 

ON  AUDIT 

r  S.  H.  Churchy  President: 

Dear  Sir : — The  Committee  on  Audit  employed 
r  H.  M.  Johnson,  accountant,  to  audit  the  books 
the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  for  the  year 
ding  December  31,  1917.  The  report  of  Mr 
hnson,  under  date  of  April  22,  1918,  together 
th  copy  of  the  annual  statement,  is  submitted 
rewith.  The  ConMnittee  desires  that  the  certifi- 
te  of  Mr  Johnson,  together  with  this  letter,  be 
cepted  as  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Audit. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  Y.  English, 
April  23,  1918.  Chairman. 

r  W.  Y.  English^  Chairman^ 
Auditing  Committee: 

Dear  Sir : — We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  ex- 
lined  the  books  of  accounts  of  the  Carnegie  Li- 
iry  of  the  City  of  Pittsburgh  for  the  year  ending 
member  31,  1917  and  found  same  to  be  correct, 
e  submit  herewith  reports  of  the  Treasurer  and 
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of  the  Auditor,  covering  the  above  period 
reports  are  in  conformity  with  the  books 
counts. 

The  securities  belonging  to  the  Bcmd  fu 
to  the  Mellor  fund  were  found  in  a  safe 
box  of  the  Carnegie  Institute  in  the  Mell 
tional  Bank. 

Yours  truly, 

H.  M.  Johnson 

W.  B.  Trimi 

April  22,  1918.  Account 
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Officers  of  the  Board 

At  the  time  of  going  to  preu 

Church,  President  J.  D.  Hailman,  Secretary 

\  Mellon,  Vice-President      James  H.  Reed,  Treasurer 
S.  E.  Weir,  Assistant  Treasurer 

Trustees 

1.  V.  Babcock  David  B.  Oliver 

N.  W.  Blackburn  H.  K.  Porter 

3.  H.  Church  Enoch  Rauh 

[OHN  H.  Dailey  James  H.  Reed 

N.  Y.  Engush  W.  H.  Robertson 

ilOBERT  Garland  Charles  L.  Taylor 

r.  D.  Hailman  J.  J.  Turner 

foHN  S.  Herron  Homer  D.  Williams 

\.  W.  Mellon  Daniel  Winters 

Committee  on 


A.  W.  Mellon,  Chairman 
H.  Dailey  Homer  D.  Williams 

Committee  on  Library 

J.  J.  Turner,  Chairman 
Babcock  Robert  Garland 

'.  English  J.  D.  Hailman 


on  Buildings  and  Grounds 

Enoch  Rauh,  Cliairman 
/.  Blackburn  W.  H.  Robertson 

r  S.  Herron  Homer  D.  Williams 

Committee  on  Audit 

W.  Y.  English,  Chairman 
d  B.  Oliver  Daniel  Winters 

Executive  Staff 

r  H.  Leete,  Charles  R.  Cunningham, 

Hrector  Custodian  of  Buildings 

and  Grounds 


Library  Staff 

At  the  timt  of  gomg  to  press 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT 

n  H.  Lecte Director 

rtha  V.  Wirth Secretary  to  Director 

:uth  Carpenter Editor  of  PuhlicaHons 

ry  I.  Herd Accouniani 

Huldah  Sumner  Marion  Alison 

Isabel  Webb 
D.  Rowand Shelf  Curator 

PAGES 

Donald  Benner"  Helen  Lowitz* 

Arthur  Binnal'  Martha  McAllister 

Harry  Bricker  Loretta  McKee 

Linn  Cooper*  Matilda  Marm 

Wayne  Crawford*  Martha  Neubauer 

Roman  Eichenlaub'  Sylvia  Price' 

Mary  Gilmore  Elizabeth  Rice' 

Afirnes  Gonlin  Sarah  Rice' 

Mary  Grigaitis  Helen  Rosenbloom' 

Marvin  Hall'  Peter  Rzodiewicz 

Marcella  Harberth  Margaret  Schwarzcoph 

Mary  Henderson  Dorothy  Stephenson 

Charles  Horton'  Louise  Symons 

Alexander  Joller  Thomas  Wagner* 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

e  Stewart Reference  Librarian 

e  T.  McGirr First  Assistant 

Josephine  T.  Sackett  Anna  M.  Magee 

Elizabeth  McAdams  Martha  C.  Dampman 

William  McC.  McKee  Clara  Louise  Berlin 

Vivian  F.  Kelly 

PERIODICAL  DIVISION 

ibeth  R.  Montgomery In  Charge 

B.  Irene  Stewart  Bertha  B.  Steinkirchner 

Frederic  L.  O'Brien' 

TECHNOLOGY  DEPARTMENT 

[.  McClelland Technology  Librarian 

Sarah  L.  Howell  E.  P.  Harnack 

Victor  Polansky  O.  L.  Maag,  Substitute* 

Catherine  E.  Sullivan^  A.  B.  Krebs,  Substitute* 

NotJu  one  half  time  in  the  Order  Department.     ^On  part  time. 
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ftiirJtT  J.  Kr.-'X.*      -----       -ra«  :-»  .•^—  .^..—^  _ 

A<*J.r>5  fc^rr.f^t^- .4 

'inT^.L  Li5L:5-  !.:.■:=:':» 

A-st&r.r.ii  V'/yr^f 

Ah/>t  M.  V.  Kir&rr.t 

VU/fj.t^,  O.  h;T.T.ty 

^h*r!'/«»<  O.  }>»««  xit'.tT.  IrzTZtt 

J.illiairi  M'.CyJJ'yts^h  Sara  F^^r-i 

lAstf/fTXK  A.\:%',:.,   >.«i/f.fiiff^     M:r.r.a  A.  S:^:r.erL 

0::v«  M-  Kr.ott 


UktAtY   FOfe   7 HE  2L:M» 

At.t.if  K    ^.ar»'/ri ----/«  Otarge 

CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT 

KM,*"  J.   J'ow^r Htad  of  Diparimint 

M^ifjafi  K    V/alUr.i: First  Assistami 

\Ai,k  V/Jij**rrrjar»' Sufen-isor  of  Stary-TeUimg 

I'A/k  S.  SfMth'  Laura  C.  Bailey.  Substitu:^ 

M'-l'-ri  M'/'/{/e%  Elizabeth  Crabbe.  Substitute 

/''/^••rta  Van  .'.UMeren  Stella  Potts.  Substitute 

AiiNsi  L',i.'\',u,  '.uh'Jitute  Leah  Hughes.  Substitute 

ft.aikAL  CHlLr^REN's   ROOM 

'ttkf  L.  Al«!rir}i Children's  LtbrarioH 

Kiii'l  \f  f  P.  P/oli  Elizabeth  Nesbitt 

L'fi*  '  iiriir/i)ri*i  Genevieve  Mooney,  Pa^f 

W.IIOOLS  IJIVISION 

.*iihii  r.  iSrothrrtofi Supervisor 

Miirirl  A.  (  rook% s'lcting  First  Assistant 

Atina  l<iitli  Jamison  Kathcrine  Stites 

Jiilirttr  !■,.  (  arnpbell  Alma  liotz 

Miri:ifn  Lukr  NfarKaretta  Wunderlich,  Substitute 

Manr  Mi  Inrrnry,  'tuhstitute     Dorothy  Niebaum,  Substitute 

T.  !•".  Scott,  Mcsscnyee 

'Mull  titiir.     >f)n  |iart  limr. 
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ORDER  DEPARTMENT 


t  Gorfinkell 


-     -      -    Head  of  Department 
Winifred  Denniaon 


Catherine  E.  Sullivan* 


CATALOGUE  DEPARTMENT 

dm      --- Head  of  Department 

Don  ------      First  Assistant  and  Chief  Cataloguer 

;ajmond Classifier 

A  A.  Lavely  Edith  M.  Tinkler 

inet  Low  Henrietta  M.  Kornhauser' 

!n  Fletcher  Hays  Margaret  L.  McClean 

k  Saul  Margaret  Murphy 

Louise  Foster,  Page 

PRINTING  AND  BINDING  DEPARTMENT 


f  B.  Lavely 
f  McHarg 


Superintendent 
Bessie  R.  Brison 
Mabel  McNabe 


Hadley,  Shipping  Clerk  J.  Sayenga,  Messenger 
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Report  of  the  President 

rd  of  Trustees  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh: 

jentlemen : — I  hand  you  herewith  the  reiK>rts  of  the  various 
nittees  of  the  Board,  from  which  you  will  learn  in  consid- 
le  detail  of  the  work  done  during  the  past  year, 
take  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  continued  good  service 
1  by  the  Library  staff,  and  also  to  the  usual  high  rate  of 
Hence  at  which  the  buildings  have  been  maintained. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  H.  Church, 
Lpril  22,  1 91 9.  President. 


leport  of  the  Committee  on  Library 

r.  H.  Church,  President: 

•car  Sir: — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  twenty-third 
il  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pitts- 
i,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  191 8. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  J.  Turner, 
pril  21,  1919.  Chair^nan. 


Report  of  the  Director 

To  the  Library  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen :— I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  report  of  ^ 
work  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  during  the  twentf 
third  statistical  year,  ending  December  31,  1918. 

"Win  the  war"  was  the  1918  motto  of  the  Library,  as  it  was 
of  all  America  and  Americans.  Twenty-nine  members  of  the 
staff  resigned  their  positions  to  enter  the  army  or  some  form  01 
welfare  work  for  the  soldiers,  and  two  other  members  of  the 
staff  were  on  leave  of  absence  for  a  considerable  period  for  war 
work.  The  home  guard  devoted  a  large  part  of  its  time  and  ef- 
fort to  the  same  cause.  In  practically  every  campaign  that  was 
carried  on  in  Pittsburgh  the  Library  and  the  Library  staff  have 
had  some  part.  We  have  welcomed  the  opportimity  to  prove  that 
we  are  actively  interested  not  only  in  library  service  but  in  every 
movement  affecting  the  civic  life  of  Pittsburgh — ^that  we  are  in 
truth  a  part  of  the  community. 

This  broadening  of  interests  and  relations  has  been  charac- 
teristic of  the  library  work  of  1 918  throughout  the  country.  As 
a  result  a  marked  advance  has  been  made  in  the  conception  of 
the  function  of  the  public  library  in  community  life.  During 
Its  early  history  the  library  was  a  mere  storehouse  for  books 
and  the  librarian  was  simply  a  custodian  of  books  too  precious 
for  public  use.  Gradually  the  emphasis  of  the  library  was  placed 
not  upon  the  possession  of  books,  but  on  their  use,  and  the 
best  minds  of  the  profession  were  turned  upon  the  solution  of 
the  technical  problem  of  devising  methods  to  make  printed  ma- 
terial most  accessible  and  useful.  Now  a  further  advance  is  in 
progress  and  the  library  is  giving  its  chief  attention  to  the  hu- 
arZl^^^.'  *""  problem  in  an  effort  to  know  better  its  public  in 
oraer  tnat  it  may  better  serve  their  interests  and  needs. 


(ic  dominating  feature  of  Library  history  for  1918,  there- 
is  found  in  the  varied  character  of  its  service  to  the  com- 
y.  This  fact  is  emphasized  in  the  report  of  every  depart- 
and  branch.  The  buildings  were  used  as  community 
s,  the  staff  was  active  in  civic  movements,  and  the 
7  gave  frequent  and  valuable  service  as  a  bureau  of  in- 
tion.  We  are  confident  that  the  establishment  of  this 
contact  with  the  commtmity  cannot  but  advance  the 
ts  of  the  Library  and  widen  its  opportunity  for  future 
*• 

e  details  of  this  community  work  are  given  in  the  reports 
various  departments  and  branches  and  will  not  be  re- 
here.    The  work  has  taken  different  forms  in  different 
es,  as  determined  by  the  interests  and  needs  of  the  par- 
district.    Probably  the  commtmity  service  that  has  been 
ypical  and  general  throughout  the  system  has  been  the 
n  connection  with  the  Americanization  of  our  foreign 
!sidents.    This  work  has  not  been  limited  to  the  foreigner 
ure  age,  but  has  included  the  children  in  his  home  and 
(lerican  bom  children  as  well.    The  Childrens  Depart- 
as  made  a  special  effort  the  past  year  to  teach  patriotism 
ioys  and  girls  of  Pittsburgh.    By  the  influence  of  good 
by  the  story  hour,  by  pictures  and  posters,  by  every 
the  Library  could  employ,  the  love  of  liberty  and  of  our 
il  ideals  has  been  fostered  and  the  duties  as  well  as  the 
mities  of  American  citizenship  have  been  emphasized. 
B  more  mature  foreign  resident,  the  Adult  Department 
)vided  books  in  simple  English,  talks  and  lectures  have 
heduled,  homes  visited  and  every  effort  has  been  made  to 
m  realize  that  he  is  part  of  the  community  and  that  the 
J  is  his  library.    The  librarian  is  able  to  get  excellent  re- 
1  this  work  because  the  foreign  citizen  is  quick  to 
ze  that  she  has  no  ulterior  or  selfish  motive.    Unfor- 
y  the  limitations  imposed  by  the  smallness  of  staff  have 
:ed  the  full  accomplishment  of  the  possibilities  open  to 
arian  in  this  field. 


This  a/mmunitv  work  was  carried  on,  not  at  the 
of  the  other  activities  of  the  Librarj*.  but  to  their  ad\-antage. 
The  af/normal  c^/nditions  prevailing  during  the  war.  howc>-cr, 
made  it  imp^^/ssible  at  the  time  to  reap  the  full  benefits  of  this 
sfiecial  service.  The  community  was  so  absorbed  in  war  work 
that  the  reading  of  Ixxjks  for  recreation  was  a  luxur}-  that  could 
not  Ije  indulged  to  the  same  extent  as  in  times  of  peace.  The 
taking  over  of  the  lrx:al  educational  institutions  by  the  War 
Dq^artment  for  military  training  purposes  directly  affected  the 
use  of  the  Library  by  their  students.  Moreover  the  epidemic 
of  Spanish  influenza  closed  the  doors  of  the  Librar>-  for  two 
weeks  and  restricted  its  use  for  an  even  longer  period.  AD 
therse  causes  c<^xitributed  to  cut  down  attendance  and  circula- 
tion, as  is  shown  by  the  tables  of  statistics  appended  to  this 
rejKirt.  These  kisses  were  not  peculiar  to  this  institution,  how- 
ever, but  were  experienced  by  practically  all  the  libraries  of  the 
country.  Since  the  signing  of  the  armistice  the  circulation  of 
the  Library  has  greatly  increased,  the  figures  for  January  1919 
toeing  1 5  i>er  cent  greater  than  those  of  the  corresponding  month 
of  the  preceding  year.  It  is  evident  therefore  that  the  losses  in 
circulation  and  attendance  were  due  to  the  war  and  we  arc  con- 
fident that  with  the  resumption  of  normal  living  conditions  the 
Library's  wr^rk  and  value  as  a  community  servant  will  meet 
with  increased  appreciation. 

The  abnormal  conditif>ns  affected  to  an  even  greater  extent 
the  Library  staff.  Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the 
large  numl>er  of  assistants  who  resigned  to  enter  the  govern- 
ment service.  Still  others,  attracted  by  larger  salaries,  left  to 
accept  industrial  or  commercial  positions.  From  this  combi- 
nation of  conrlitirms  there  resulted  a  larger  turnover  in  the  list 
of  em|)loyces  than  ever  l:)efore  in  the  history  of  the  Library. 
That  under  such  conditions  the  Library  has  steadily  progressed 
is  due  alike  to  the  loyalty  and  devotion  of  those  members  of  the 
staff  who  remained  at  their  posts  and  to  the  ability  and  ear- 
nestness of  the  new  appointees. 

A  quickened  interest  in  library  work  is  evident  in  the  many 
requests  being  received  for  the  establishment  of  branches  and 


OS  in  districts  of  the  city  remote  from  our  distributing 

rs.    It  is  unfortunate  that  lack  of  funds  for  the  extension 

rary  service  prevents  the  granting  of  these  requests.    In 

that  bodes  may  be  readily  accessible  to  all  our  citizens 

ut  the  expense  of  car-fare,  a  library  station  must  be  lo- 

within  reasonable  distance  of  either  the  home  or  the 

of  business  of  the  resident  of  any  district.    The  accom- 

lent  of  this  is  made  particularly  difficult  in  Pittsburgh 

ison  of  the  topography  of  the  city  and  the  peculiar  de- 

nent  of  a  large  number  of  widely  separated  residence  dis- 

The  Libi«iry  is  doing  its  best  to  meet  requirements  in  an 
nical  way  by  the  establishment  of  stations  in  schools  and 
buildings  in  which  free  space  is  available,  but  there  are 
lany  districts  without  satisfactory  service.  Probably  the 
ion  could  best  be  remedied,  and  at  the  smallest  increase 
lense  to  the  city,  by  the  establishment  of  a  downtown 
1  in  the  business  district.  Such  a  branch  would  unques- 
ly  demonstrate  its  value  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  its 
shment  may  soon  be  possible. 

iring  the  year  a  scheme  of  organization  was  adopted 
seems  to  meet  our  conditions  and  needs  very  satisfactor- 
*he  various  activities  of  a  library  may  be  grouped  under 
ids  of  book  selection,  book  procurement  and  preparation 
t,  circulation  and  reference  use  of  books  through  library 
es,  cooperation  with  schools  and  other  agencies,  and 
1  community  work.  The  Library  was  accordingly 
zed  on  this  basis  and  standing  committees  composed  of 
3itatives  of  all  departments  concerned,  were  appointed 
:t  and  unify  the  work  of  the  different  Library  agencies  in 
E  these  fields.  While  the  plan  has  not  yet  had  sufficient 
I  assure  its  permanent  value,  it  has  already  been  a  great 
giving  opportunity  for  the  expression  of  the  ideas  of  the 
pon  ways  and  means  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
Y  and  has  made  it  possible  to  substitute  organized  co- 
on for  individual  effort.  The  Library  Council,  which  is 
>ed  of  the  executive  heads  of  departments  and  branches, 

a  clearing  house  for  all  committee  recommendations 
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and  advises  the  Director  upon  matters  affecting  the  general 
policy  of  the  Library. 

The  summary  of  the  work  of  the  year  is  as  follows : 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  Library  at  end  of  year 445JSJ 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  lending  collections  at  end  of  year.   3"«'V' 

Total  circulation i."55» 

Total  attendance ijA^     |l 

Total  number  of  borrowers'  cards  in  force lUJV 

During  the  year  there  were  classified  28,335  volumes. 
Tables  and  statistics  appended  to  this  report  give  detailed  in- 
formation of  the  work  of  the  year. 

In  the  following  pages  appear  extracts  from  the  annual  ^^ 
ports  of  the  standing  committees  and  of  the  departments, 
which  will  give  both  details  of  the  work  accomplished  and  afl 
indication  of  the  spirit  of  the  workers,  which  alone  has  made 
possible  the  accomplishment  of  such  results. 

Committee  on  Adult  Book  Selection 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Stewart) 

This  report  describes  briefly  the  work  of  the  Commit 
from  its  first  meeting,  October  28,  to  December  31.  . 

This  committee  is  of  course  a  reorganization  of  the  olC^ 
Book  Committee  and  has  continued  the  regular  weekly  mect-^ 
ings  held  by  that  committee. 

The  principal  work  of  the  committee  since  its  reorganiza- 
tion has  been  in  two  lines,  (i)  to  enlarge  the  facilities  for 
selecting  current  books  and  (2)  to  arrange  for  the  systematic 
purchase  of  older  books  of  permanent  value  to  the  book  collec- 
tion. The  methods  taken  to  improve  the  selection  of  current 
books  have  been  chiefly  these  two — the  revision  of  the  list  of 
periodicals  from  which  reviews  are  taken,  and  the  arrangement 
for  examining  on  approval  a  larger  number  of  books  than  ever 
before.  In  revising  the  periodical  list  for  reviews,  one  or  two 
were  dropped  as  no  longer  of  value  and  fourteen  were  added, 
chiefly  in  the  fields  of  economics,  sociology  and  general  litera- 
ture.   The  opportunity  for  examining  more  new  books  has 


;ht  with  it  the  added  advantage  of  having  many  books 
r  for  our  readers  at  a  much  earlier  date  than  was  possible 
•c. 

lie  work  of  rounding  out  our  collection  by  the  purchase 
luable  books  which  are  not  current  publications  has  been 
led   in  this  way.     Twenty  special  subjects  have  been 
ned  to  the  members  of  the  ccxnmittee.    They,  with  others 
e  staff  whom  they  may  ask  to  assist,  make  recommenda- 
each  month  for  the  purchase  of  books  in  their  special 
These  special  assignments  include  also  the  various  sub- 
for  which  the  Library  has  special  book  funds.    The  Li- 
is  fortimate  in  being  able  also  to  call  on  a  number  of  the 
ns  of  Pittsburgh  who  are  specialists  in  certain  subjects  to 
in  building  up  the  book  collection  by  examining  the  books 
eir  special  lines  of  study  and  making  suggestions  for 
tase. 

:  is  not  necessary  to  call  your  attention  to  the  several  un- 
able difficulties  that  have  kept  these  plans  from  being 
rd  out  to  the  extent  which  the  committee  has  desired  and 
m  for.  We  feel  that  the  plans  are  useful  and  practical, 
»rhat  has  so  far  been  accomplished  in  the  way  of  purchase, 
;  not  extensive,  is  at  least  encouraging. 

CSommittee  on  Juvenile  Book  Selection 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Power) 

lie  Juvenile  Book  Selection  Committee  was  appointed  by 
Hrector  October  i8,  1918.  Meetings  have  been  held  regu- 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  first  Wednesday  in  each  month 
iving  the  regular  Wednesday  book  conference  of  the 
Irens  Department  staff. 

Tie  purpose  of  the  committee  has  been  to  look  after  the 
ding  out  and  extension  of  the  juvenile  book  collection  as 
ole  and  to  supervise  the  addition  of  new  titles.  The  chief 
:  accomplished  during  the  period  covered  by  this  report 
the  preparation  of  a  list  of  about  five  hundred  titles  which 


outline  of  the  work  to  be  followed  was  submitted  to  the 
)r  after  the  first  meeting  and  this  was  approved  by 
l. 

t  of  the  first  subjects  taken  up  for  study  was  the  order- 
replaced  and  added  copies.  It  has  been  the  custom  of 
ious  agencies  of  the  Library  to  order  these  books  month 
th  as  needed.  This  method  was  not  only  expensive  in 
1  money,  but  did  not  insure  the  desired  service.  The  com- 
-ecommended : 

That  these  books  be  ordered  four  times  a  year. 
That  a  printed  list  be  prepared  of  the  book  titles  most 
tly  replaced,  which  could  be  checked  by  the  agencies 
^,  and  thus  save  the  writing  of  order  cards  and  insure 
lity. 
list  for  juvenile  replacements  has  been  compiled  and 

for  printing.  It  consists  of  500  titles.  The  list  for 
placements  is  in  preparation.    The  new  plan  will  be 

operation  March  i,  1919. 

rder  that  agencies  ordering  books  may  know  the  condi- 
their  book  funds,  the  Order  Department  is  to  furnish 
lent  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  September  and  No- 
^hich  will  show  the  balance  left  for  purchase  during  the 
er  of  the  year. 

e  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  procuring  and 
•f  exchanges,  which  subject  naturally  led  to  a  revision 
lies  which  have  to  do  with  the  publications  of  this 

committee  has  also  presented  recommendations  con- 
the  revision  of  the  publication  mailing  lists,  particularly 
r  exchanges  and  gifts. 

association  in  a  single  committee  of  the  various  de- 
ts  concerned  with  the  purchase  and  mechanical  prepar- 

material  for  library  use  has  proved  valuable  to  the 
al  departments  and  to  the  Library.  It  has  also  offered 
opportimity  for  suggestions  from  outside  sources. 
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Committee  on  Circulation 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Bullock) 

The  Committee  on  Circulation  was  appointed  in  October 
to  advise  the  Director  upon  general  questions  of  policy  affect- 
ing circulation  in  all  agencies  of  the  Library.    It  comprises  tb* 
Heads  of  the  Adult  Lending  Department,  the  Childrens  D^* 
partment,  the  Division  of  Schools  and  two  Branch  represent*^ 
tives  appointed  by  the  Director. 

The  committee  is  studying  existing  Library  agencies  anC^ 
the  question  of  the  location  and  character  of  agencies  which^ 
will  best  serve  the  needs  of  Pittsburgh  as  a  whole.  Owing  tc^ 
the  shortness  of  staff  it  was  impossible  to  do  much  work  upoi 
the  projected  plans  during  the  past  year,  but  a  beginning  ha» 
been  made  upon  a  survey  of  Library  service  and  the  needs  of 
the  various  districts,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  completed  during 
the  present  year. 

The  committee  has  also  passed  upon  requests  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  new  agencies,  presenting  its  findings  to  the 
Director  in  the  form  of  recommendations. 

The  combination  in  a  single  committee  of  representatives 
of  all  circulating  agencies  of  the  Library,  both  adult  and  juven- 
ile, has  proved  useful  in  the  coordination  of  efforts  and  in  gfiv- 
ing  a  fuller  understanding  of  the  problem  of  circulation  service 
throughout  the  system.  A  subcommittee  has  been  appointed 
on  branch  work  and  problems. 


Committee  on  Reference  Work 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Stewart) 

This  report  describes  briefly  the  work  of  the  committee 
from  its  first  meeting,  October  29,  to  December  31. 
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\t  the  first  meeting  the  committee  decided  to  devote  itself 
ht  present  to  three  main  lines  of  work : 

:.  A  closer  cooperation  between  the  Central  Reference 
artment  and  the  branches,  with  the  idea  of  giving  better 
ice  and  avoiding  as  much  as  possible  the  duplication  of 
c. 

J.  Systematic  study  on  the  part  of  the  reference  workers 
le  Central  Library  and  branches,  of  reference  books  and 
r  reference  material. 

;.  Making  the  Reference  Department  of  the  Library  more 
rally  known  and  more  useful  to  individuals  and  organiza- 
.  throughout  the  city. 

.lie  work  thus  planned  has  been  begun  to  a  certain  extent. 

.  As  a  means  of  closer  cooperation  it  has  been  planned 
the  branch  librarians  meet  with  the  Reference  Librarian 
a  month  to  discuss  reference  problems  and  improvements. 
Director  has  made  a  special  appropriation  of  $1,175  ^^r 
»urchase  of  general  reference  and  technical  books  for  the 
±es  which  they  could  not  otherwise  afford.  Freer  use  of 
elephone  by  the  branches  for  information  from  the  Central 
iry  has  been  encouraged. 

.  The  reference  staff  at  the  Central  Library  and  at  each 
:h  has  begun  a  systematic  review  and  study  of  its  refer- 
books,  both  old  and  new. 

.  The  work  of  making  the  Reference  Department  more 
ly  known  had  not,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  been  undertaken 
ly  other  than  the  usual  ways,  but  a  number  of  plans  have 
made  which  are  to  be  put  into  practice  during  the  coming 

The  committee  feels  encouraged,  even  with  the  small  begin- 
s  that  have  been  made,  to  think  that  its  work  will  fully 
fy  its  organization. 
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Committee  on  Gooperatioii  with  Schools 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Brotherton) 

The  committee  was  appointed  October  i8  in  order  that 
there  might  be  some  central  organization  to  which  could  be  ^^ 
ferred  all  perplexing  questions  which  come  up  in  the  inter- 
course of  school  and  Library  and  which  could  suggest  new 
methods  for  increasing  the  cooperation  between  the  two. 

Five  members  were  appointed,  but  frequent  changes  in 
staff  have  occurred  and  at  no  meeting  has  the  personnel  of  4c 
committee  been  the  same.  With  the  stabilizing  of  the  general 
organization  which  has  occurred  since  the  ending  of  the  war 
the  work  of  the  committee  will  be  more  effective. 

The  first  problem  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  was 
that  of  the  mutilation  of  books  by  students.  At  present  the 
committee  is  interested  in  working  out  a  course  of  instruction 
in  the  use  of  the  Library.  This  course  is  to  include  instruction 
in  the  care  of  books,  the  use  of  the  catalogue,  the  arrangement 
of  books  on  the  shelves  and  the  use  of  reference  material,  and 
is  to  begin  with  the  children  in  the  primary  grades  and  to  be 
continued  through  the  normal  school.  Two  members  of  the 
committee  are  now  giving  such  instruction  in  high  school  and 
Teachers'  Training  School  and  have  their  experience  as  a  basis 
for  discussion. 

The  work  of  this  committee  is  very  closely  allied  to  that  of 
the  Schools  Division  and  mutual  benefit  is  expected  to  result. 

Committee  on  Community  Work 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Kelly) 

Community  problems  and  their  relation  to  the  Camepc 
Libraries  of  Pittsburgh  furnish  a  reasonable  cause  for  the  ex- 
istence of  a  Library  committee  on  community  work.  An  car- 
nest  attempt  has  been  made,  therefore,  by  this  committee,  made 
up  of  seven  representatives  from  libraries  serving  different 
types  of  communities,  to  consider  and  discuss  each  week  some 
of  the  most  important  problems  which  have  or  ought  to  have 
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irect  connection  with  the  Library.  Moreover,  there  has 
L  a  genuine  desire  on  the  part  of  the  committee  to  try  to  find 
in  what  additional  ways  the  Library  could  give  more  ef- 
ive  and  efficient  service  as  an  institution  to  the  community 
trying  so  hard  to  serve  well. 

[t  has  been  recognized,  first  of  all,  that  in  order  to  serve  the 
Is  of  a  community  adequately,  the  librarian  must  know  the 
ict  intimately.  Each  librarian  in  charge  of  a  library,  there- 
,  in  order  to  learn  more  about  the  community  she  is  serving, 
been  asked  to  compile  what  may  be  called  a  "community 
file;"  that  is,  one  that  will  serve  somewhat  as  a  general 
X  to  the  community,  covering  general  headings  such  as 
:s,  business  firms,  churches,  clubs,  industrial  agencies,  lo- 
papers,  philanthropic  agencies,  playgrounds,  professional 
le,  representative  citizens,  schools,  war  activities.  Provi- 
has  also  been  made  for  keeping  these  files  up  to  date,  rec- 
lendations  from  the  committee  including  a  yearly  check- 
Df  the  files  with  the  Pittsburgh  directory  and  other  local 
ce  books,  as  well  as  individual  additions  and  corrections  to 
lade  regularly  from  the  Library  regfistration  cards.  Prog- 
on  these  commimity  files,  which  have  been  started  by 
ly  every  branch,  is  reported. 

rhe  surveys  made  by  the  various  branches  on  Americaniza- 
work,  including  statistics  of  nationalities  in  their  districts, 
:  been  collected  into  a  general  report  of  the  work  of  the 
ary  in  this  field. 

Vt  the  request  of  the  chief  of  the  Americanization  section 
he  Field  Division  of  the  Council  of  National  Defense, 
hington,  D.  C,  a  list  of  twenty-five  books  which  this  public 
ry  foimd  most  useful  and  interesting  to  foreign-bom  pa- 
5  was  compiled.  Suggestions  from  all  members  of  the  staff 
!  been  received  for  a  longer  list  of  interesting  books  for 
ts  written  in  simple  English. 

rhis  committee  is  cooperating  with  agencies  doing  com- 
ity work  in  Pittsburgh  and  is  attempting  to  keep  in  close 
h  with  what  other  libraries  in  the  country  are  doing  in  this 
L    The  various  departments  of  the  Library  have  always 

13 


taken  an  active  part  in  the  welfare  of  the  community,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  in  the  future  this  work  may  be  centralized  and 
extended. 

Order  Department 

(From  the  report  of  Mr.  Hewitt) 

There  were  delivered  to  the  Catalogue  Department  for 
cataloguing,  27,441  volumes  distributed  as  follows: 


Adult 

City  and  Reimbursement  Fund. ..  .11,719 

Gifts 1,852 

Soho  Fund 

Bernd   Fund 79 

Schwartz  Fund 43 

Stuart  Fund 4 

Louisa  P.  Mellor  Fund 

Charles  C.  Mellor  Fund 114 

Laura  Reinhart  Mellor  Fund 145 

Annie  M.  Mellor  Fund 201 

Transfers   from   Duplicates 53 


Adult 
Bindinc  Juvenile 

1,083  IMI9 

154  277 

322 

2K         


Jut. 


154 
I 


100 


Total 
24/>7S 

3« 

100 

43 

4 

100 

114 
145 

201 

53 


14,210     1,258     11,818     155     27,441 

The  2,284  volumes  added  by  pft  include  370  volumes 
placed  in  the  following  branches : 

Lawrenceville 43 

West  End 32 

Wylie  Avenue 41 

Mount  Washington 27 

Hazelwood 36 

East   Liberty 66 

South  Side 67 

Homewood 58 

370 

The  number  of  persons  and  institutions  who  made  gifts  to 
the  Library  was  1,015.  From  these  sources  we  received  2,072 
volumes,  5,163  pamphlets,  226  single  numbers  of  periodicals 
and  143  maps.  A  large  part  of  this  material  was  immediately 
put  into  our  book  collection  and  made  available  to  the  public. 
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iinong  the  larger  gifts  of  the  year  were  the  following : 

rofessor  W.  Macneile  Dixon.    Thirty-three  volumes  and 

•five  pamphlets  on  the  European  War. 

[iss  Fannie  K.  Dunbar.    Thirty-two  voliunes  of  miscel- 

us  books. 

[r.  A.  M.  Gardner.    Two  hundred  forty-six  volumes  of 

Uaneous  books. 

[r.  I.  E.  Isaacs.    Ninety  volumes  of  miscellaneous  books. 

!r.  Paul  Schnurmann.    One  hundred  eighteen  voltmies  of 

Uaneous  books. 

r.  A.  M.  Staehle.  Fifty-seven  volumes  of  technical  books. 

he  Rt.  Rev.  Cortlandt  Whitehead.  Fifty-eight  voltunes  of 

Uaneous  books  and  one  htmdred  fifty-seven  pamphlets. 

Catalogue  Department 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Mann) 

le  year  just  closed  has  brought  to  the  Library  its  usual 
er  of  new  and  interesting  books,  and  if  one  should  look 
e  distinctive  feature  in  the  year's  accumulation  of  litera- 
it  would  be  fotmd  in  the  new  and  distinct  subjects  which 
ming  from  the  press  and  which  show  the  new  trend 
ht  is  taking  as  the  world  seeks  to  solve  its  new  and 
er  problems.  Every  art  and  science  has  felt  the  effect  of 
ed  conditions  and  men  and  women  are  eager  to  put  into 
iieir  views  and  remedies. 

is  the  cataloguer  who  must  make  these  books  accessible 
reading  public  and  render  available  the  information  they 
n.  The  real  meaning  or  import  of  every  book  must  be 
ered.  It  is  not  enough  that  the  cataloguer  make  known 
le  of  a  book ;  she  must  be  able  to  see  beyond  what  is  im- 
md  get  at  the  author's  thought  and  purpose.  If  the  books 
)t  presented  to  the  readers  so  as  to  divulge  their  full  pur- 
they  are  not  fulfilling  their  full  value  and  the  Library  is 
ficient  in  serving  its  clientele.  After  culling  these  facts, 
nust  be  presented  in  an  orderly  array,  in  systematic  con- 
n  and  in  logical  sequence.  This  means  that  the  cataloguer 
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must  be  familiar  with  the  trend  of  current  thought  and  able  to 
classify  the  shifting  problems. 

Catalogues  are  not  made  for  a  day.  The  recording  of  a 
bit  of  information  to-day  must  be  accessible  twenty  years  from 
to-day ;  therefore,  the  whole  scheme  of  classifying  books  must 
rest  on  a  systematic  basis  which  shall  correlate  and  function 
whenever  the  need  comes  for  using  that  information.  A  cata- 
Ic^^e  is  a  series  of  pigeonholes  into  which  the  cataloguer  files 
the  catch  word  which  will  lead  to  the  mass  of  literature  con- 
tained on  the  library  shelves.  Cataloguers  blaze  the  trail 
through  the  forest  of  books  and  so  furnish  the  guide  for  get- 
ting printed  information. 

This  year  has  presented  many  problems  which  have  tested 
our  tools,  and  I  regret  to  say  that  in  many  cases  they  have  been 
found  wanting.  A  system  of  classification  worked  out  before 
the  war  is  not  adequate  for  caring  for  the  many  after  war 
problems.  This  means  the  making  of  new  schemes,  the  ex- 
panding of  our  classification  system  and  the  working  over  of 
old  policies  to  conform  to  the  new.  Much  of  our  time  has  had 
to  be  spent  on  a  study  of  subjects  this  past  year  so  that  our 
library  will  be  ready  to  meet  requests  for  help  along  new  lines. 
Readers  are  already  approaching  the  peace  problem,  for  exam- 
ple, from  any  one  of  the  following  angles :  League  of  Nations, 
International  Relations,  League  to  Enforce  Peace,  European 
War  Settlement,  International  Arbitration.  The  cataloguer 
must  present  the  books  on  these  various  phases  so  that  the  in- 
quirer for  any  one  may  get  the  book  peculiar  to  his  special 
field. 

Twenty-nine  hundred  and  six  new  titles  have  been  cata- 
logued this  year.  These  titles  represent  new  books  only; 
separate  monographs  and  magazine  titles  are  not  included. 
There  were  28,335  books  (pieces)  added  to  the  collection  dur- 
ing the  year,  14,289  of  which  were  sent  to  branches,  and 
17,051  were  withdrawn  from  the  collection.  These  include 
boc^s  lost,  worn-out,  discarded  because  superseded  by  later 
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or  destroyed  because  of  tontagious  disease.  This 
net  gain  of  11,284  books  for  the  year  and  only  2,906 
are  really  new. 

jiroportion  of  new  titles  added  seems  small  in  compari- 

le  total  number  of  books  added.    Every  library  must 

tock  of  old  as  well  as  new  titles,  which  explains  the 

often  expressed  that  the  Library  does  not  have  money 

0  buy  new  books.  The  stock  is  continually  being  de- 
ith  constant  use,  and  the  upkeep  of  the  foundation 

1  is  so  great  that  it  is  necessary  to  curtail  in  new  pur- 
This  is  especially  true  as  the  collection  grows  in  age 

The  withdrawals  from  the  circulating  collections  far 
e  withdrawals  in  the  reference  collections  because  the 
books  are  not  taken  from  the  building  and  are  not 
subject  to  any  of  the  destructive  elements, 
^-seven  hundred  and  twenty-four  books  were  added 
itral  Reference  Collection  this  year  while  only  thirty- 
)  discarded.  To  the  Central  Circulating  Collection 
5»590  were  added  and  1,081  discarded,  and  to  the 
jrculating  (juvenile),  3,095  were  added  and  2,048 
> 
ler  expense  often  overlooked  is  the  cost  to  the  Library 

one  title  in  sufficient  number  to  answer  the  needs  of 
rs.  It  is,  of  course,  out  of  the  question  even  to  try 
le  demand  for  a  current  popular  work  of  fiction,  but 
jsary  in  a  system  of  separate  branches  to  supply  at 
copy  to  each  distributing  center.  This  often  means 
[iture  of  twenty-five  or  fifty  dollars  in  adding  but  one 
)ks  must  be  furnished  not  for  one  library  but  for  nine 

The  same  is  true  in  cataloguing  these  books.  They 
idexed  not  only  for  the  catalogues  at  the  Central 
ut  also  for  the  catalogues  at  the  branches.  This  de- 
has  handled  an  average  of  2,575  books  each  month 
f f  of  from  eleven  to  twelve  people.  The  card  cata- 
roughout  the  system,  which  are  maintained  by  this 
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department,  now  number  twenty-two.     In   addition  to  tbe 
catalogues,  the  necessary  additions  have  been  made  to  the  nine  I    ^ 
card  shelf  records  which  are  also  kept  up  by  this  department    |    ^ 

Of  the  2,906  new  entries  which  have  been  printed  in  the 
"Monthly  Bulletin,"  a  large  majority  have  been  annotatei 
This  means  the  examination  and  comparison  of  many  literary 
reviews  and  the  critical  examination  of  the  books. 

The  annual  author  index  to  the  Bulletin  has  been  compiled 
and  represents  about  3,000  entries. 

"The  Fourth  Series  of  the  Classified  Book  Catalogue," 
which  covers  the  books  added  during  191 2  to  191 7,  is  already 
two  years  overdue.  The  delay  is  due  to  a  depleted  staff  in  the 
Printing  Department. 

The  following  circular  issued  in  October  will  explain  Ac 
plan  for  issuing  this  Fourth  Series. 

Fourth  Series  of  the  Qutified  CeUdogne 

As  a  war  economy  measure  this  library  has  thought  it  ex- 
pedient to  curtail  the  editions  of  its  forthcoming  supplement  to 
the  "Qassified  Catalogue." 

Instead  of  issuing  series  four  in  a  pamphlet  edition  as  b^ 
been  done  with  the  three  preceding  series,  this  supplcmtf*^ 
covering  the  years  from  January  191 2  to  January  191 7,  will  t^ 
issued  in  sheet  form.    These  sheets,  folded  into  signatures,  wU^ 
be  sold  as  the  pamphlet  edition  was  formerly  sold,  and  may  b^ 
bound  by  the  purchaser  in  any  form  desired.    No  indexes  to  th^ 
separate  classes  or  group  of  classes  will  be  issued,  but  a  com-^ 
plete  author  index  and  a  subject  index,  together  with  title-- 
page, will  be  printed  after  all  classes  have  been  issued  and  will 
form  the  last  signatures  of  the  catalogue. 

Reference  in  these  indexes  will  be  to  page  number,  thus 
making  them  adaptable  to  any  form  of  binding. 

The  regular  bound  edition  will  be  prepared  and  issued  as 
formerly,  but  libraries  desiring  an  earlier  edition  should  secure 
the  sheets. 
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It  is  impossible  to  make  a  definite  amiouncement  of  the  date 
issue  because  of  the  exigencies  of  war,  but  the  first  part 
^ering  the  classes  General  Works  (ooo),  Philosophy  (loo) 
1  Religion  (200)  is  now  in  press  and  other  parts  will  follow 
the  earliest  possible  date. 

The  sheet  edition  will  be  sold  by  classes  as  follows : 


Part 

I. 

General  Works,  Philosophy,  Religion. 

Part 

2. 

Sociology,  Philology. 

Part 

3. 

Natural  Science,  Useful  Arts. 

Part 

4. 

Fine  Arts. 

Part 

5. 

Literature. 

Part 

6. 

English  Fiction,  Fiction  in  Foreign  Languages. 

Part 

7. 

History  and  Travel. 

Part 

8. 

Biography. 

Part 

9. 

Books  for  the  Blind. 

Part 

10. 

Indexes,  Title-pages,  Contents,  Preface  and  Synopsis 
of  Classification. 

Publications 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Carpenter) 

The  "Monthly  Bulletin"  was  issued  as  usual  every  month 
ept  August  and  September.  The  title-page,  table  of  con- 
:s  and  author  index  for  the  volume  of  191 7  were  issued 
li  the  ntmiber  for  February  191 8.  The  volume  for  1918 
tains  596  pages. 

Reading  and  reference  lists  varying  in  length  from  one- 
l  page  to  fifteen  pages,  some  of  them  preceded  by  articles 
nded  to  arouse  interest  in  the  subject  of  the  list,  were 
lished  in  the  "Monthly  Bulletin"  as  follows : 

Interesting  New  Books.    }i  p.    January. 

The  Red  Cross.    4  pp.    January. 

Recent  Books  on  Japan.    4  pp.    January. 

English  Folk-Songs  in  America.    6  pp.    January. 

Food  Conservation.    12  pp.      February. 

Market  Prices  Appearing  Currently  in  Technical  and  Trade 

mals.    4  pp.    February. 

England  and  the  English.    4  pp.    February. 
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Case-Hardening.    9  pp.    March. 

France  and  the  French.    7  pp.    March. 

Italy  and  the  Italians.    10  pp.  ApriL 

John  Fiske.    6  pp.    April. 

Short  Stories,    i  p.    May. 

Samuel  Pierpont  Langley.    1 5  pp.    May. 

Achille  Claude  Debussy.    5  pp.    May.    2  pp.    Xovembcr. 

Stephen  Collins  Foster.    8  pp.    June 

Arthur  James  Balfour.    5  pp.    July. 

Recent  Poetry,    i  p.    July. 

Victor  David  Brenner.    Yi  pp.    November. 

Early  English  and  Scottish  Ballads.    7  pp.    November. 

Alsace-Lorraine.    1 1  pp.    December. 

There  also  appeared  in  the  ''Monthly  Bulletin''  several 
brief  articles  about  library  work  for  soldiers  and  sailors,  a  list 
each  month  of  the  ''Books  of  Interest  in  Connection  with  the 
War"  added  to  the  Library  during  the  month,  Library  notices, 
and  reviews  of  twenty-one  recent  books. 

The  other  publications  edited  during  the  year,  with  the 
month  of  issue,  were  as  follows : 

Market  Prices  Appearing  Currently  in  Technical  and 
Trade  Journals.    Reprint.    6  pp.    April. 

Sand;  Its  Occurrence,  Properties  and  Uses.    72  pp.    ApriL 
What  a  Public  Library  Finds  to  Do.    Reprint.     18  pp. 

May. 

Case-Hardening.    Reprint.     10  pp.    June. 

Catalogue  of  the  Carnegie  Library  School,    jj  pp.    July. 

Twenty-Second  Annual  Reports.    106  pp.    July. 

Favorite  Books  of  Well-Known  People  When  They  Were 
Boys  and  Girls.    Reprint.    1 2  pp.    September. 

Rules  for  Filing  Cards.    Reprint.    32  pp.    October. 

Technical  Book  Review  Index.  2nos.  146  pp.  June, 
November. 

England  and  the  English.    12  pp.    December. 

The  total  number  of  pages  for  the  year  is  1,371. 
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Printing  and  Binding  Department 

(From  the  report  of  Mr.  Scott) 

The  work  of  the  Printing  Division  during  the  year  is 
)wn  in  the  first  table  of  statistics  accompanying  this  report. 
This  shows  an  increase  over  last  year  both  in  forms  and 
)lications  printed.  The  gain  in  forms  was  made  on  the 
»rary  School  work,  but  in  catalogue  cards  and  miscellaneous 
ms  there  is  a  decrease.  We  issued  one  more  publication 
n  was  issued  in  191 7,  which  gives  a  small  gain  in  this  end 
he  work. 

In  regard  to  the  Printing  Division  I  wish  to  say  that  al- 
ugh  we  have  not  accomplished  all  the  work  we  had  laid  out 
us,  I  feel  that  considering  the  many  difficulties  that  have 
it  up  during  the  year,  such  as  scarcity  of  labor  and  sickness, 
have  done  fairly  well.  The  one  thing  that  has  been  a  great 
ppointment  to  me  is  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  progress 
1  our  "Qassified  Catalogue,"  but  I  believe  that  with  this 
•  we  will  be  able  to  go  ahead  with  it  to  its  completion. 
The  work  of  the  Binding  Division  during  the  year  is  shown 

similar  way  in  the  second  table  of  statistics. 
There  is  a  decrease  of  9,875  in  our  grand  total.    This  loss 
)out  equally  divided  throughout  all  the  work. 
We  had  in  the  bindery  on  January  i,  1918,  12,360  books, 
on  January  i,  1919,  12,552  books.     These  figures  show 
we  have  not  been  able  to  make  any  gain  on  our  work. 
)  by  this  you  can  see  that  we  are  about  two  and  a  half 
ths  back  on  the  work,  as  the  average  per  month  is  between 
and  six  thousand  books.    We  have  kept  up  with  the  work 
:h  is  the  most  essential  for  the  Library,  which  is  work  on 
books,  and  bindings  (which  include  magazines,  newspa- 
,  etc. ) ;  the  work  which  is  held  back  is  mostly  circulating 
:s. 

21 


Division 

MeMen^  S^nrioe.    Delinquent  end  ConUliom  Book  Collcetion 


The  messenger  work  which  since  about  the  first  of  April 
191 8  has  been  done  with  our  auto  truck,  has  been  very  satis- 
factory. We  are  able  to  give  every  branch  messenger  service 
every  other  day,  and  books  which  in  former  years  would  re- 
main in  our  shipping  division  for  a  week  or  ten  days  or  until 
there  was  an  accumulation  large  enough  to  require  the  service 
of  a  drayman  to  deliver  to  the  branch,  are  now  sent  promptly. 
I  wish  to  state  here  that  with  the  service  which  is  given  the 
branches  to-day,  the  circulation  should  increase  as  there  is  posi- 
tively no  delay  in  getting  requests  from  Central  and  new  books 
out  to  the  branches.  The  school  messenger  work  has  also  been 
very  satisfactory  and  we  are  now  able  to  reach  any  school  with 
which  the  Library  is  doing  work  every  other  day.  Besides  do- 
ing our  regular  Library  work  we  have  also  been  able  to  do  a 
great  amount  of  work  connected  with  the  "books  for  soldiers." 
As  a  whole  I  think  that  the  auto  truck  has  solved  a  problem 
for  the  Library  which  has  been  a  drawback  for  years,  and  as 
we  go  along,  I  feel  that  it  can  still  be  used  to  a  greater 
advantage. 

The  collection  of  delinquent  and  contagious  books  has  been 
about  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  The  use  of  a  motor-cycle 
for  this  work  has  been  a  success  partially,  but  the  trouble  lies,  I 
think,  in  our  not  understanding  the  machine,  and  also,  as  you 
know,  since  it  was  a  second-hand  machine,  parts  were  worn, 
which  kept  it  from  working  as  satisfactorily  as  it  should.  It  is 
now  in  first-class  condition,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
the  work  can  be  done  in  a  more  efficient  manner  than  before 
when  we  had  to  depend  wholly  on  the  street-cars  for  this 
service. 
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TABLB  1 

Frintiiig  Divition 

Poms 

ae  cards  (6,916  entries) 73*759 

ineous  forms,  blanks,  etc i>354>i83 

e  Library  School  forms,  blanks,  etc 278,525 

»1 1,705,467 

PablioatioBS 

Page 

Copies  impreMioni 

r  Bulletin,    vol.23.    8**.    596  pp 25,500  1,518,000 

K  to  Authors,    vol.22.    8°.    93  pp 650  60,450 

-Page  and  Contents  to  vol.22.    8**.    7pp 650  4,55o 

List  of  Additions.    8^ 4,116  11,760 

-Second  Annual  Reports.    lUus.    8^.    106 pp...     700  74,200 

of  the  Director  (proof  copy).    8°.    91  pp 60  5,460 

e    Library   School.     Catalogue.      i8th   year. 

lus.     8'.     77  PP 2,500  192,500 

e   Library  School.     Apprentice   Class.     Cir- 

ilar.     8^.     4  PP 2,000  8,000 

^  Evening  Study  Club.    Program.    16^.    8  pp.       35  280 
fews    Sheet,     vol.8.     8'.      (9    nos.     50   per 

sue.)     29  pp 450  13,050 

Bulletin.    8**.    15  nos 4,300  4,300 

al  Book  Review  Index.    2  nos.    8*^.    147pp..  i,500  220,500 
>r  Filing  Cards.     Reprint  of  2d  edition.    8**. 

I  pp 1,000  32,000 

t  Books  of  Weil-Known  People.    2d  reprint. 

'.    12  pp 500  6,000 

Public  Library  Finds  to  Do.    8**.    18  pp 2,000  36,000 

fttion.     8*.     12  pp 750  9,000 

Cts    Occurrence,    Properties    and    Uses.      8". 

i  PP 750  54,000 

Prices  Appearing  Currently.    8*.    6pp 750  4,500 

irdening.     8®.     10  pp 300  3,000 

e   Institute  and   Carnegie   Library  of  Pitts- 

argh.    8*.    56  pp 2,000  112,000 

elfare  Organizations.    16''.    24  pp 5,000  120,000 

1  and  the  English.    8**.     12  pp 1,500  18,000 

al 57,011  2,507,550 
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TABLE  2 

Bisdiiitf  DhrisM 

Central  Library                             B«««*  Ecbooad 

Central   Library  proper 2,791  3^>7 

Cbildrent  Department 52  2,131 

Office 60      

SchooU   Divifion 21  2X>6o 

Schenlcy  High  School 9  24 

Home  Libraries  Division 7 

Library  School 46  7 

Bernd  Fund 28      

Blind    Divisiot: 79      


935 
2.667 

909 
II 

7« 
68 


58 

1^12 

16 
IJ0S4 

8.768 

I 
39 


2IJ«S 

44IOI 

ism 

3iio6 

8s 

8A 
39 

118 


Total 3.086       7^6       4,668     25.707     40907 


Branch  Libraries 

Lawrcnceville,    adult 39 

Lawrenceville.  juvenile 26 

West  End,  adult 54 

West  End,  juvenile 13 

Wylie  Avenue,  adult 303 

Wylie  Avenue,  juvenile 31 

Mount  Washington,  adult ...  46 

Mount  Washington,  juvenile.  35 

Hazclwood,  adult 60 

Hazclwood,  juvenile y7 

East  Liberty,  adult 116 

East    Liberty,   juvenile 36 

South  Side,  adult 115 

South  Side,  juvenile 115 

Homewood,   adult 90 

Homewood,   juvenile 38 


256 

839 

3x4 

801 

1,018 

1,332 
299 
532 
442 

1.23s 
501 

1,164 
828 

1,132 
504 
754 


173 
509 
109 
359 
342 

1. 041 
204 

235 
227 

483 

409 
642 

260 

663 
291 

544 


61 

25 

26 

31 
40 

69 
21 
10 
46 
18 

71 
II 

126 
8 

116 
6 


IJ99 
503 

!.»♦ 

1,703 

2473 

570 
812 

775 
1,773 
1,097 
1,853 
IJ9 
1,918 
1.001 

1,343 


Total M54      ",951       6,491 


685      20^1 


Grand    total 4,240      19,397      ",159      26,392     61,188 

Reference  Department 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Stewart) 

Miss  McVety,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  department  at  the 
first  of  the  year,  resigned  on  March  9,  my  appointment  as  head 
of  the  department  taking  effect  on  March  11. 


24 


The  Reference  Department  of  the  Library  may  be  described 
the  city's  center  for  the  accumulation  and  distribution  of  in- 
rmation  of  any  Idnd  that  is  to  be  found  in  books,  pam- 
ilets,  magazines  and  newspapers.  This  is  a  service  which  every 
izen  helps  to  support  and  which  should  be  freely  called  upon 
'  every  one  who  needs  it  or  wishes  it. 

The  work  of  accumulation  involves  the  purchase,  as  far  as 
nds  permit,  of  books  and  magazines  which  furnish  the  best 
d  latest  information  on  all  topics  of  the  day,  and  also  the 
rchase  of  the  best  books  of  the  past  needed  for  the  building 

of  a  reference  collection  of  permanent  value  in  all  depart- 
mts  of  knowledge.  The  additions  to  the  department  along 
th  these  lines  in  the  last  year  number  2,152  volumes,  a  few 
)re  than  were  added  in  191 7. 

The  work  of  the  staff  of  the  Reference  Department  is  to 
ike  the  information  contained  in  this  constantly  increasing 
lection  quickly  available  when  needed  by  anyone  who  comes 
the  Reference  Room.  During  the  year  more  than  35,000 
iders  were  thus  served.  This  number  shows  a  decrease  of 
,000  from  the  previous  year,  to  be  accounted  for  chiefly  by 
:  many  war  activities  which  left  less  than  the  usual  amount 
time  for  reading  and  study,  and  by  the  unusual  amount  of 
less  that  prevailed  in  the  fall  and  winter. 

Partly  perhaps  for  these  reasons  the  use  of  the  Refer- 
:e  Department  by  telephone  has  increased.  It  is  noticeable 
t  those  who  have  once  formed  the  habit  of  using  the  tele- 
wie  to  obtain  information  from  the  Reference  Department 
lally  continue  to  do  so.  Those  whose  time  is  limited,  par- 
ilarly,  can  often  obtain  over  the  telephone  the  information 
y  wish  but  do  not  have  time  to  come  to  the  Library  for. 

The  use  of  the  Reference  Department  by  individual  sub- 
ibers  and  study  clubs  outside  of  the  city  has  continued  as 
lal.  In  response  to  266  requests  received  by  mail,  more  than 
)  packages,  containing  in  all  835  books,  were  sent  out  to  in- 
iduals,  study  clubs  and  libraries.  In  addition  to  selecting 
I  sending  these  books,  the  department  answered  342  letters 
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from  various  parts  of  this  state  and  from  other  parts  of  the 
country,  asking  for  information. 

It  has  been  the  special  aim  this  year  of  the  Reference  De- 
partment at  the  Central  Library  to  make  its  resources  more 
freely  available  for  use  at  the  eight  branch  libraries,  and  plans 
now  under  way  seem  to  promise  great  advantages  as  soon  as 
they  can  be  more  fully  carried  out.  The  Reference  Librarian  has 
visited  all  of  the  branches  except  one,  and  consulted  with  all 
the  branch  librarians  in  regard  to  improving  the  reference  col- 
lections. As  a  result  about  $800  worth  of  reference  books  were 
ordered  for  the  branch  reference  collections. 

The  Reference  Department  compiled  a  reading  list  on 
"War  Welfare  Organizations,"  which  was  issued  as  a  pamphlet 
and  widely  distributed  at  the  time  of  the  United  War  Work 
Campaign  in  November.  As  a  part  of  its  contribution  toward 
the  celebration  of  Britain  Day,  December  7,  1918,  the  Refer- 
ence Department  issued  a  reading  list  entitled  "England  and 
the  English,"  designed  to  call  attention  to  books  which  would 
lead  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  English  and  a  closer 
friendship  with  them.  Reading  lists  on  the  following  subjects, 
varying  in  length  from  two  to  six  pages,  were  compiled  and 
printed  in  the  "Monthly  Bulletin :"  "The  Red  Cross ;"  "Eng- 
lish Folk-Songs  in  America ;"  "France  and  the  French ;"  "Eng- 
land and  the  English;"  "Italy  and  the  Italians;"  "Alsace- 
Lorraine." 

Among  the  more  important  additions  to  the  Reference 
Department  during  the  year  may  be  mentioned  the  following: 

Benson.    Etchings  and  Drypoints. 

Enciclopedia  Universal  Ilustrada  Europeo-Americana. 
V.  1-20,  29-35. 

Haljerlandt.    Ostcrrcichische  Volksknnst,    2\\ 

Hunter.    Italian  Furniture  and  Interiors, 

Leonardo  da  Vinci.    Quadcrni  d\4natomia.    v.1-4. 

Martin.  Miniature  Painting  and  Painters  of  Persia,  India 
and  Turkey.    2v. 

Marx.    Les  Mcdailleurs  Franqais  Contemporains, 
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rx.    Les  MidaUleurs  Modemcs. 

)in.    South  Slav  Monuments,    v.i. 

maekers.    The  Great  War. 

maekers.    The  Great  IV ar  in  ipi6. 

tstap.  Armorial  Ghxiral.    5 v.  of  plates. 

jrtcrman.    Interieurs  Anciens  en  Belgique. 

yrterman.    Old  Interiors  in  Holland. 

ry  and  Briere.    Documents  de  Sculpture  Frangaise  du 

Age. 

stlake.  History  of  Design  in  Painted  Glass.    4v. 

cox  and  Rines.    Encyclopedia  of  Latin  America. 

Periodical  Division 

;  number  of  readers  in  the  Periodical  Room  was  52,319. 
10,867  less  than  the  number  of  readers  in  19 17.  The 
attendance  on  one  day  was  279,  on  March  3. 
\  number  of  magazines  on  file  on  December  31,  19 18 
)57,  of  which  341  were  gifts.  The  number  of  newspa- 
LS  86,  of  which  19  were  gifts.  The  number  of  new  period- 
ded  to  the  list  during  the  year  was  69. 

Technology  Department 

(From  the  report  of  Mr.  McClelland) 

»  Technology  Department  worked  during  most  of  the 
ith  an  inadequate  staff,  one  of  the  contributing  causes 
xplained  by  the  departmental  service  flag  of  eight  stars. 
I  technology  reference  collection  now  contains  46,952 
ts,  of  which  1,522  were  added  during  the  year.  The  at- 
ce  was  22,806,  and  the  number  of  volumes  brought  from 
:ks  for  the  use  of  readers  was  31,534. 
e  useful  piece  of  work  during  the  year  was  the  indexing 
:les  in  the  more  important  "house  organs"  of  191 7  and 
Though  some  of  this  material  is  of  permanent  technical 
no  general  i^ex  is  published  and  the  one  compiled  here 
>ably  the  only  comprehensive  one  in  existence. 
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A  number  of  technical  indexes  and  bibliographies  were 
compiled,  though  there  was  little  opportunity  for  printing  these 
and  the  Library  published  only  the  following : 

Case-Hardening,    i  o  pp. 

Market  Prices  Appearing  Currently  in  Technical  and 
Trade  Journals.    6  pp. 

Sand;  Its  Occurrence,  Properties  and  Uses.    72  pp. 

Several  of  the  lists  were  printed  elsewhere ;  one  of  which— 
in  the  November  "Proceedings"  of  the  Engineers'  Society  of 
Western  Pennsylvania — forms  a  brief  supplement  to  our  list  on 
"Electric  Heating  and  Cooking"  published  in  1910.  A  com- 
plete list  of  our  books  on  glass  manufacture  which  appeared 
in  the  "National  Glass  Budget"  for  October  19,  has  had 
considerable  use  in  Pittsburgh  and  elsewhere. 

The  use  made  of  the  technical  bibliographies  compiled  by 
this  department  gives  ample  evidence  of  their  value  to  patrons 
of  the  Library.  The  demand  for  certain  lists  has  been  so  great 
that  the  supply  of  reprints  has  been  exhausted,  and  during  the 
past  year  many  requests  have  come  for  later  editic«is  of  all  the 
earlier  lists,  thus  indicating  the  desirability  of  bringing  some  of 
the  more  important  ones  up  to  date. 

During  much  of  the  year  the  department  was  much  used 
by  large  groups  of  men  in  military  training.  For  the  more  sys- 
tematic study  of  certain  subjects,  tables  were  set  aside  for  re- 
serving books  recommended  by  the  military  instructors  or 
suggested  by  the  department. 

Numerous  requests  for  information  were  received  from 
government  officials  and  employees,  and  many  lists  of  refer- 
ences were  furnished. 

Brief  lists  on  special  topics  were  featured  on  the  bulletin 
board  throughout  the  year. 

An  exhibit  which  attracted  considerable  attention  was  a  col- 
lection of  some  3CXD  foreign  and  domestic  war  posters,  lent 
to  the  department  by  Lieutenant  S.  G.  Hibben,  a  former  patron. 
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Adult  Lending  Department 

(From  the  report  of  Miis  Bullock) 

|1ie  Adult  Lending  Dq>artnient,  like  the  other  departments, 
pd  the  emphasis  in  the  work  of  the  year  on  what  the 
jpiy  oould  do  towards  ''winning  the  war."  Besides  the  pur- 
iaad  circulation  of  books  on  the  war  and  after  the  war 
Irnu,  we  tried  to  cooperate  with  the  agencies  engaged  in 
f^ftBOB  of  war  work.     Literature  was  distributed,  posters 
)KypA  in  the  Library  buildings  and  the  club  rooms,  and 
borinms  were  used  for  community  meetings.    In  two  of 
vandi  buildings  Red  Cross  units  met  regularly,  the  draft 
d  of  one  locality  had  rooms  in  a  branch,  food  conservation 
jostrations  were  given  in  several  of  the  branches.    Some 
C8e  meetings  were  especially  for  foreign  women  and  were 
bleed  with  the  cooperation  of  the  woman*s  division  of  the 
idl  of  National  Defense.    Members  of  the  staff  have  taken 
in  the  Red  Cross  and  other  war  "drives." 
lie  reports  of  the  branch  librarians  give  in  detail  the  his- 
of.  the  year's  work.    In  each  one  the  emphasis  is  on  the 
and  the  opportunities  which  came  to  the  branch  libraries 
3p  the  various  organizations  in  their  districts. 
Ve  have  continued  sending  books  to  the  Armstrong  Cork 
pany,  and  the  Young  Women's   Christian   Association 
iry  in  the  Chatham  Street  building. 
a  April,  upon  request  of  the  educational  director  at  Rosen- 
I's,  we  sent  several  hundred  books  for  the  use  of  the  ern- 
es.   The  collection  of  books  is  changed  upon  request  of 
ducational  director  who  has  charge  of  the  library.     It  is 
daily  from  1 2 :30  to  1 130. 

Central  Lending  Division 

Tie  unsettled  conditions  of  the  year  affected  the  work  of 

livision.  There  were  an  unusual  number  of  changes  on  the 

and  the  demands  from  portions  of  our  reading  public 

rwent  some  sudden  transformations.     As   the   Central 
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Library  is  near  several  large  educational  institutions,  turning 
two  of  them  into  Student  Army  Training  Corps  necessarily 
made  a  difference  in  their  demands  upon  the  Library.  Wc 
were  duplicating  books  on  the  war,  European  history,  military 
science,  aviation  and  other  subjects  in  order  to  give  as  satis- 
factory service  as  possible  to  the  students  in  military  training. 
Since  November  1 1  some  of  these  books  have  not  been  used  so 
much. 

Library  privileges  were  extended  to  all  men  in  tmifonn. 
Cards  were  issued  at  once  upon  application  and  books  could  be 
taken  from  the  building.  Signs  were  printed  inviting  the  men 
to  come  to  the  Library,  and  these  were  posted  in  community 
centers,  mess  halls.  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  huts 
and  other  gathering  places.  We  also  tried  to  meet  any  requests 
which  came  to  us  by  mail  for  books  which  were  not  available 
to  the  men  from  their  camp  libraries. 

Almost  the  only  bulletins  used  during  the  year  were  war 
posters;  those  from  the  Food  Administration,  Liberty  Loans, 
Red  Cross,  War  Savings  Stamps,  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture,  United  States  Gardening  Commission,  etc.  A 
special  bulletin  board  was  devoted  to  food  conservation  and 
this  material  was  changed  frequently. 

Thousands  of  pamphlets  on  gardening,  food  conservation, 
recipes,  and  information  on  the  various  "drives"  were  distri- 
buted from  the  Lending  Room. 

The  amount  of  the  book  appropriation  apportioned  to  the 
Central  Lending  Division  was  not  sufficient  to  meet  adequately 
all  the  demands  upon  it.  It  should  be  possible  to  buy  more 
copies  of  books  which  are  called  for  from  various  places  in  the 
system.  We  cannot  give  good  service  when  Library  borrow- 
ers are  forced  to  wait  an  undue  length  of  time  for  a  book.  This 
duplication  is  necessary  for  many  books  of  non-fiction. 

Work  with  the  Blind 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Carson) 

The  collection  of  embossed  books  and  magazines  numbered 
2,203  ^^  ^^^  beginning  of  the  year.    This  collection  has  been 
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to  by  purchase,  sixty-five  books;  by  gift,  thirty-three 
;  making  a  total  of  ninety-eight  books  added  to  the 
ion. 

ic  Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching  Society  and  Free  Circu- 
Library  has  added  to  its  collection  of  books  during  the 
ifty-three  volumes,  making  a  total  of  1,017  books  of 
this  Library  is  the  depository. 

ere  were  358  active  readers  January  i,  1918.  Twenty- 
ere  added  during  the  year,  six  deaths  occurred,  making 
of  377  active  readers  January  i,  191 9. 
e  resignation  of  Miss  Lucy  D.  Waterman,  in  charge  of 
with  the  Blind,  to  go  into  war  work ;  the  long  illness  of 
ne  teacher,  Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Gaston ;  and  the  closing  of 
jrary  from  October  24  to  November  27  because  of  the 
iza  epidemic,  have  been  the  outstanding  facts  of  the  year. 

CShildrens  Department 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Power) 

'^in  the  war"  has  been  the  watchword  of  American  child- 
ist  as  truly  as  it  has  been  the  aim  of  all  patriotic  Ameri- 
i  the  year  just  ended.  The  child  saved  his  pennies  for 
Stamps,  did  his  share  of  Red  Cross  work  and  saved  food 
ly.  It  has  been  the  privilege  of  the  children's  librarian 
ire  him  toward  patriotism,  aid  him  in  his  special  activi- 
iswer  his  why's  and  wherefore's,  and  help  to  keep  him 

by  means  of  general  reading. 

lew  of  the  year's  work  as  a  whole  shows  a  singleness  of 
e  and  a  definite  result.  There  has  been  a  loss  in  circu- 
attendance  and  registration  which  is  traceable  to  two 
—the  concentration  of  public  interest  and  energy  on  war 

which  precluded  extra  time  for  reading  and  with 
the  Library  could  not  wish  to  compete,  and  the  closing 

children's  rooms  and  school  stations  for  the  greater 

two  usually  busy  months  on  account  of  the  prevalence 
:ity  of  Spanish  influenza.  Observation  has  shown  how- 
at  if  there  has  been  a  loss  numerically,  there  has  not  been 
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one  in  quality  of  reading  done,  and  that  ii  diiklrcn  are  rodof 
less,  they  are  choosing  the  boc^  most  wordi  while. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  National  EdncatioD  Assodatkn 
in  Pittsburgh  June  29  to  July  i  was  an  event  for  tbc  QnldraB 
Department.  The  privilege  of  attendance  at  sessions,  Ac  visits 
of  prominent  educators  to  the  children's  rooms  and  Aeir  en- 
thusiastic appreciation  of  the  Library's  methods,  gave  new  in- 
spiration to  the  staff.  The  program  of  the  library  dcpartoMSit 
covered  library  cooperation  with  the  Junior  Red  Cross  and  was 
suggestive  and  helpful.  Special  collections  of  books  for  Junior 
Red  Cross  members  were  shown  in  the  Central  Childrm's 
Room  and  in  the  Schenley  High  School.  Collections  of  boob 
for  high  school  use  and  for  each  of  the  elementary  grades  were 
shown  in  the  Teachers'  Room.  Both  were  supplemented  by  ex- 
hibits of  photographs,  lists  and  charts  illustrating  woik  is 
scho<jls  in  Pittsburgh.  Miss  Willard's  monograph  on  **What 
a  Public  Library  Finds  to  Do"  and  a  preliminary  handbook  on 
"The  Carnegie  Institute  and  Carnegie  Librarj-  of  Pittsburgh" 
were  freely  distributed  in  addition  to  the  Childrens  Department 
lists  on  story-telling,  graded  school  lists  and  the  two  high 
school  lists. 

In  spite  of  the  purchase  of  11,993  volumes  during  1918, 
there  was  a  net  loss  of  770  books  in  the  total  juvenile  collection 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  In  the  Wylic  Avenue  Branch  approxi- 
mately 5,328  juvenile  books  circulated  99,543  times,  or  an 
average  of  18.6  times  for  each  book.  The  average  circulation 
in  the  Childrens  Department  as  a  whole  was  5.5  times  per 
book. 

Early  in  the  year  a  selection  of  the  best  popular  adult  books 
on  the  war  were  purchased  for  use  in  the  children's  rooms  to 
prevent  if  possible  the  reading  outside  of  the  cheap  made-to- 
sell  juveniles  poured  from  the  press.  These  were  much  ap- 
preciated by  the  older  boys  who  wanted  real  heroes  to  worship 
and  real  facts  about  the  war  situation. 

The  year's  income  from  the  special  Mellor  fund  for  books 
"which  shall  always  be  available  to  children,"  has  been  used 
chiefly  for  the  purchase  of  poetry,  biography,  history  and  fic- 
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hich  makes  a  patriotic  appeal.  These  books  are  kept  for 
g  in  the  rooms  and  continue  to  be  popular.  The  greatest 
s  for  money  for  reference  works  and  for  duplicates  of 
rd  and  classic  books  in  order  that  the  latter  may  never  be 
1 

the  foreign  districts  easy  reading  books  circulate  so  fast 
ley  seldom  touch  the  shelves  and  large  numbers  are  re- 
Very  often  these  are  read  by  all  the  members  of  the 
as  well  as  by  the  child  borrower. 

ring  the  year  two  high  school  lists  were  published,  one 
teresting  People"  and  one  on  "At  the  Front  with  Our 
*  The  "List  of  Stories  to  Tell  to  Children"  was  revised, 
A  and  reprinted.  The  short  lists  of  books  for  elemen- 
ades  were  revised  and  reprinted,  and  the  "School  BuUe- 
blished  semi-monthly  during  seven  months, 
ides  directing  the  work  of  local  book  selection  the  Head 
Qiildrens  Department  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
r  Conmiittee  of  the  National  Junior  Red  Cross  and  with 
>  of  her  staff  prepared  a  list  of  reading  for  general  dis- 
n  by  that  association,  on  the  special  activities  designated 
T  emphasis  during  each  month. 

the  year's  work  in  story-telling  the  supervisor  says : 
roader  interpretations  of  patriotism  in  the  minds  of  peo- 
;he  war  proceeded  has  given  a  new  meaning  and  value 
•  of  the  world's  greatest  heroic  stories  which  are  to  be 
n  a  dramatic  and  literary  form  that  fits  them  for  story- 
It  seems  to  have  emphasized  the  love  of  country,  loy- 
mrage  in  standing  for  principle,  bravery,  leadership, 
ce,  unselfishness,  sacrifice  and  other  great  qualities  in 
3es  whose  adventures  we  follow  in  the  tales  which  we  are 
md  always  have  told  to  the  older  children.  The  insistent 
I  for  patriotic  literature,  and  the  larger  sense  of  what 
included  as  such,  has  strengthened  the  belief  that  the 
selection  of  the  parts  most  appropriate  for  children 
le  great  epics  and  legendary  material,  and  the  presenta- 
them  through  the  impressive  method  of  story-telling,  is 
Jie  important  phases  of  library  work  with  children. 
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The  cycles  used  the  first  part  of  the  year  were  Xorse  sagas, 
myths  and  historical  tales;  Beowoilf;  Robin  Hood  and  odier 
ballad  stories;  short  cycles  of  Cuchulain,  King  Arthur  and 
Chariemagne.  The  "Odyssey"  and  the  "Iliad"  arc  sdicdiiled 
to  be  told  in  most  of  the  branches  during  the  present  season. 

During  the  story  hour  year  one  storj'  hour  for  little  childra 
and  one  for  older  ones  were  held  each  week  in  the  Central 
Library  and  branches.  Stories  were  told  each  week  to  childra 
of  miscellaneous  ages  in  Soho  Baths  Settlement  House  Library, 
five  school  stations,  fifteen  home  library  and  school  clubs,  and, 
during  the  summer,  in  twenty-five  playgrounds.  Stories  woe 
told  to  children  who  came  from  schools  to  visit  the  Library,  in 
the  class  rooms  when  children's  librarians  visited  the  schools, 
and  for  special  occasions  in  schools  and  other  places." 

The  thirteen  reading  clubs  in  school  buildings  and  the  t«o 
groups  in  homes  reported  last  year  were  closed  in  April  and  not 
reopened  in  the  fall  as  formerly  owing  to  a  change  in  the  plans 
for  student  practice  work  in  the  Carnegie  Library  School.  The 
groups  in  Ralston  School  were  combined  and  beginning 
December  12  one  assistant  from  Schools  Division  has  met  them 
once  a  week  for  the  issue  of  books.  The  other  groups  will  be 
taken  care  of  as  soon  as  possible  through  class  room  libraries 
or  school  deix)sit  stations.  This  change  suspends  the  woric  of 
the  Home  Libraries  Division  for  the  present.  The  circulation 
in  the  school  centers  will  be  included  in  the  Schools  Division 
statistics. 

Through  June  the  following  playground  centers  were  open 
for  the  circulation  of  books,  and  for  reading :  Lawrence  Park, 
Warrington  Park,  Washington  Park  and  West  Penn.  In  July 
groups  for  story-telling  were  gathered  together  in  these  four 
circulating  centers  and  in  twenty-one  other  playgrounds. 
The  stories  were  told  by  the  thirty-three  students  of  the 
Carnegie  Library  School  as  part  of  their  practice  work,  except 
in  one  playground  where  they  were  told  by  one  of  the  children's 
librarians. 
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Schools  Diviskm 

common  with  every  line  of  work  that  of  the  Schools 
on  has  been  greatly  affected  by  two  factors — the  great 
nd  the  influenza  epidemic.  Although  the  war  had  been 
on  for  more  than  three  years  it  was  not  until  191 8  that 
ect  was  felt  in  full  force.  *  After  the  entrance  of  the 
1  States  into  the  struggle,  the  children  became  imbued 
be  desire  to  be  of  service  and  to  do  all  in  their  power  to 
in  the  war.  This  desire  has  had  two  results  in  their  re- 
with  the  Library.  Some  children  in  whom  the  reading 
lad  not  been  formed  found  less  time  for  books ;  knitting, 
stamp  campaigns  and  the  earning  of  money  for  the  Red 
have  taken  all  of  their  time.  Other  children,  while  shar- 
these  campaigns,  have  still  found  opportunity  to  read; 
iterests  have  been  broadened  and  books  of  travel  which 
the  countries  in  which  our  soldiers  have  been  fighting, 
es  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  allies,  and,  in  particu- 
oks  telling  about  the  war  have  been  in  demand.  At  first 
est  for  "a  book  about  the  war"  meant  Empey's  "Over 
>p ;"  now  such  a  request  means  any  interesting  book, 
*r  a  personal  narrative  or  the  history  of  a  campaign, 
suit  is  that  better  war  books  such  as  "At  the  Front  in  a 
r,"  "My  Home  in  the  Field  of  Honor,"  "A  Hilltop  on  the 
,"  and  "Flying  for  France"  are  being  read, 
addition  to  the  circulation  of  books  about  the  war,  the 
library  stations  have  been  active  in  the  distribution  of 
al  furnished  by  the  different  government  bureaus.  This 
Ml  effected  through  teachers  interested  in  the  special  sub- 
Y  sending  material  home  by  the  children  and  giving  it  to 
ults  as  they  came.  The  loose  leaf  cook-book  published 
Library  proved  especially  popular. 

iring  the  book  campaign  in  March,  every  school,  public, 
*  and  parochial,  was  enlisted  and  each  was  proud  of  its 
The  high  schools  were  able  to  accomplish  most,  but 
credit  is  deserved  by  schools  in  commimities  where  few 
were  to  be  had  and  which  nevertheless  sent  in  their  gifts. 
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One  of  the  most  important  features  of  the  work  this  jtar 
has  been  the  sending  of  books  to  the  contmuation  sdiools.  In 
these  collections  which  are  used  by  boys  and  girk  of  varying 
ability  and  of  from  fourteen  to  sixteen  years  of  age,  a  wide 
range  of  material,  both  adult  and  juvenile,  must  be  included. 

An  increased  use  of  the  Libran-  deposit  station  in  the  Fifth 
Avenue  High  School  indicates  a  growing  need  for  a  sepante 
library  room.  At  present  the  Schenley  High  School  is  the  only 
building  with  full  library  equipment.  The  principals  and 
teachers  of  the  other  high  schools  realize  what  an  asset  a  li- 
brary is  and  are  eagerly  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  eadi 
school  will  have  its  library  and  its  trained  librarians.  In  sev- 
eral schools  there  are  collections  of  books  which  arc  ready  to 
l>e  turned  over  to  the  Carnegie  Library  for  accessioning  and 
cataloguing.  These  will  form  the  nuclei  of  permanent  collec- 
tions. It  is  only  the  lack  of  space  which  prevents  the  opening 
of  special  library  rooms.  In  the  meanwhile  the  needs  of  the 
schools  are  recognized  and  are  cared  for  as  far  as  possible 
through  the  class  room  collections  and  by  special  reference  work 
at  the  nearest  branch. 

Close  cooperation  exists  between  the  South  High  School 
and  the  South  Side  Branch.  The  school  is  located  very  near 
the  Library  and  the  students  are  practically  all  borrowers  at 
the  branch.  Teachers  come  in  frequently  and  furnish  in  ad- 
vance the  subjects  upon  which  their  students  are  required  to 
report.  A  special  assistant  has  been  assigned  to  this  reference 
work  and  special  shelves  are  set  aside  for  the  books.  These  are 
in  constant  use.  Early  in  their  course,  instruction  in  the  use  of 
the  Library  and  of  reference  books  is  given  to  the  first  year 
students. 

Many  class  room  collections  are  sent  to  Peabody  Hig^ 
School  and  much  reference  work  is  done  with  the  students  at 
East  Liberty  Branch. 

Riverside  High  School  is  attended  by  students  of  the  first 
two  years  only.  Some  reference  work  is  done  at  the  West  End 
Branch  and  at  American  Avenue  School  Library  and  some  of 
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story  and  English  classes  have  borrowed  books  through 
liools  Division. 

mth  Hills  High  School  is  but  partially  completed.    The 

for  the  building  call  for  a  large  and  attractive  library 

Qass  room  collections  are  in  several  history,  science  and 

;h  class  rooms  and  the  Mount  Washington  Branch  is 

upon  for  reference  material. 

estinghouse  High  School  is  in  the  Homewood  district 
)me  work  is  done  for  the  school  at  the  branch.    Occa- 
requests  for  books  are  filled  by  the  Schools  Division, 
any  of  the  Catholic  schools  have  high  school  departments 
everal  of  these  are  supplied  with  books  through  the 
Is  Division.     St.  Paul's  Cathedral  depends  largely  upon 
brary  for  reference  material  and  for  books  for  required 
g.    St  Rosalia's  High  School  has  in  addition  to  books 
are  required  for  class  work,  collections  for  recreational 
g.    Holy  Rosary  High  School  uses  many  books  from 
brary,  frequently  sending  in  the  request  through  Home- 
Branch.    The  Holy  Cross  and  St.  James  High  Schools 
ave  collections  from  the  Schools  Division, 
the  Schenley  High  School  Library  the  instruction  in  the 
books  and  the  Library  has  continued  along  the  follow- 
les :  one  lesson  a  week  for  every  group  for  a  period  of 
seks.    Three  hundred  lectures  have  been  given  to  1,007 
in  the  English  3,  4  and  5  classes.    This  instruction  in  Li- 
work  has  brought  about  a  closer  cooperation  with  the 
,TS  and  has  given  the  pupils  a  new  interest  in  the  Library, 
seem  to  take  a  gfreat  pride  in  their  new  knowledge  and 
has  been  increased  use  of  the  catalogue  and  the  reference 
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Central  Children's  Room 

le  chief  feature  of  the  work  in  Central  Children's  Room 
f  the  year  has  been  the  increased  reference  work  with 
is.  The  pupils  of  the  Holmes  School,  from  the  fourth  to 
ghth  grades,  continued  their  visits  to  the  Library  as 
irly,  a  class  of  forty  reporting  every  day  but  Saturday  at 
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two  o*cUjck  for  an  hour's  work.  According  to  this  plan  cvay 
class  is  scheduled  twice  a  month.  Beginning  December  i  the 
same  plan  was  put  into  operation  with  the  pupils  from  Bdk- 
field  SchoTil.  The  teachers  make  the  assignment  of  topics  and 
noti  f y  the  Library  on  the  day  preceding  the  visit,  which  alkms 
the  necessary  collecting  of  material.  The  pupils  are  helped  di- 
rectly with  the  information  needed  and  indirectly  learn  to  use 
the  resources  of  the  Library.  As  this  group  work  ends  at  three 
o*clfx:k  it  (Ifjes  not  interfere  with  the  voluntary  use  of  the  room 
after  schrxjl  hrnirs.  While  planned  and  administered  primarily 
for  children,  this  room  is  becoming  more  and  more  a  browsing 
pl;ice  for  parents  and  students  of  children's  literature. 

Soho  Children's  Reading  Room 

The  Soho  Children's  Library  is  an  attractive  room  in  * 
thickly  {Xipulated  district  remote  from  any  other  Library 
agencies.  It  has  t^een  administered  by  the  Carnegie  Library 
for  years  and  maintained  by  the  Carnegie  Library  when  funds 
would  iHirmit  and  by  the  Soho  Baths  Settlement  when  Library 
finances  have  been  low.  Early  in  the  year  the  ladies  of  the 
Committee  ni  the  Soho  Baths  Settlement  House  appropriated 
the  sum  of  $300  for  the  purchase  of  books  which  were  very 
much  needed.  This  district  needs  evening  book  clubs  as  very 
many  of  the  older  boys  and  girls  work  after  school  hours  and 
cannrit  attenrl  the  afternoon  story  hours.  Beginning  November 
25  the  room  has  l)een  oi)ened  Wednesday  evening  to  adults 
only  who  use  a  separate  collection  of  books  shelved  in  one  cor- 
ner of  the  already  crowded  room.  More  complete  arrange- 
ments will  l>e  made  for  adults  if  there  is  any  appreciable 
demand  by  them  for  library  facilities. 

Lawrenceville  Branch 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Fisher) 

The  history  of  the  Lawrenceville  Branch  is  most  interest- 
ing. hVom  being  the  center  of  a  community  with  certain  book- 
ish interests  and  background  of  American  ideals,  it  has  g^adu- 
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to  find  its  place  as  the  center  of  an  industrial  community. 
lie  last  few  years  the  branch  has  gradually  lost  the  people 
seemed  to  mark  the  place  as  their  own  and  who  gave  it 
distinctive  quality  that  seems  to  make  for  that  thing  called 
eighborhood  library."    Most  of  the  older  families  have  left 
many  of  the  more  recent  ones  too,  and  their  places  are  be- 
taken by  foreign  bom.     From  the  survey  of  the  foreign 
Jation  which  we  made  this  year,  we  found  that  within  a 
small  radius  we  have  Polish,  Swedish,  Italian,  German, 
tian,  Slovenian,  Yiddish,  Russian,  and  Lithuanian  peoples. 
Dst  the  entire  population  between  Butler  Street  and  the 
is  foreign. 

n  our  efforts  to  make  known  the  resources  of  the  Library 
e  foreigners,  we  have  made  home  visits,  told  the  children 
ir  school  visits  of  the  books  in  different  languages  that 
it  be  of  interest  to  their  parents,  visited  the  night  schools, 
notices  to  the  Polish  and  Swedish  papers,  had  lists  of  the 
books  posted  in  the  Swedish  church  and,  lastly,  have  tried 
lake  them  feel  our  willingness  to  suggest  easy  English 
s  and  give  them  any  information  that  they  may  seek, 
his  has  been  a  year  when  cooperation  with  outside  agencies 
ormed  one  of  our  strongest  links  with  the  public.  Special 
ts  have  been  made  to  help  with  the  food  conservation. 
has  been  done  with  books,  bulletins,  samples  of  food,  win- 
exhibits,  dodgers  and  circulars.  A  "win  the  war  recipe 
er"  was  started  and  the  people  were  asked  to  give  their 
recipe  to  save  food.  A  meeting  was  held  in  the  auditorium 
le  food  conservation  division  of  the  Council  of  National 
nse.  The  Library  arranged  for  the  scheduling  of  the 
\ngs  for  practical  food  demonstrations  in  this  part  of  the 

There  were  six  meetings  and  the  work  was  in  charge  of 
ixperts  from  State  College  who  came  here  under  the 
ces  of  the  Council  of  National  Defense.    We  also  stenciled 

and  distributed  them  advertising  the  cooking  classes  held 
oolslair  School  during  the  summer.  Six  women  from  the 
ict  were  secured  to  report  food  prices  for  the  government, 
reports  were  sent  to  Washington  weekly. 
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The  most  interesting  and  seemingly  constructive  thing  that 
the  Library  did  this  year,  outside  of  its  work  along  purely  book- 
ish lines,  was  the  work  done  in  cooperation  with  the  department 
of  health  and  recreation.  Council  of  National  Defense.  A  Law- 
renceville  committee  was  formed  to  hold  "community  sings" 
in  Arsenal  Park  and  many  representative  people  were  interest- 
ed. The  business  meetings  were  all  held  at  the  branch  and  we 
took  a  very  active  part  in  arranging  the  programs.  The  in- 
dustrial firms  contributed  funds  for  these  "sings"  and  the  Li- 
brary became  the  center  for  the  arrangements  necessary  to 
carry  them  on.  A  closer  cooperation  among  the  various  social 
agencies  and  people  interested  in  the  district  has  resulted  from 
this  work,  and  a  committee  has  been  organized  that  will  be  of 
use  when  community  affairs  are  to  be  handled. 

We  have  visited  schools,  playgrounds,  social  agencies, 
churches,  factories,  and  various  representative  people  in  the  dis- 
trict. Some  of  this  visiting  was  done  in  connection  with  our 
foreign  survey.  Stories  were  told  to  2,789  children.  Of  this 
number  2,004  came  to  the  branch  and  the  remainder  heard  the 
stories  in  schools,  playgrounds,  or  social  agencies.  A  small  col- 
lection of  war  library  books  was  placed  in  the  marine  hospital 
at  Penn  Avenue  and  Fortieth  Street. 

The  work  with  children  continues  to  be  the  larger  part  of 
our  day's  work.  There  has  been  direct  cooperation  with  the 
Junior  Red  Cross :  books  and  bulletins  have  kept  the  children 
informed  of  the  great  events  of  the  day  and  every  means  within 
our  power  has  been  used  to  make  them  realize  what  it  means 
to  be  a  real  American.  We  have  thirtv-two  schools  in  our 
district  —  public,  private  and  parochial  —  and  the  spirit  of 
cooperation  is  excellent. 

West  End  Branch 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Blanchard) 

The  year  has  been  primarily  a  year  of  library  war  service. 
All  other  activities  have  been  considered  of  minor  importance 
when  a  call  for  cooperation  with  any  phase  of  war  work  came 
to  the  branch. 
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addition  to  the  recognized  duties  of  a  public  library,  to 
mte  the  best  and  most  timely  literature  on  all  subjects, 
af f  has  been  represented  in  the  following  national  and 
novements  which  have  been  supported  by  the  community 
izations. 

est  End  auxiliary  of  the  American  Red  Cross. 
Kxi  Conservation  Campaign.  Women's  Committee,  Coun- 
National  Defense. 

impaigns  for  soldiers'  and  sailors'  libraries, 
"est  End  Commtmity  Center.    Council  of  National  De- 

berty  Loan  Campaigns. 

est  End  Carnival.    Twentieth  Ward  Military  Aid  Society. 
lied  War  Exposition, 
ar  Savings  Stamp  Campaigns, 
nericanization  Campaign. 

order  to  keep  alive  enthusiasm  for  all  war  relief  projects, 
brary  also  has  assisted  in  every  way  possible  to  advertise 
various  activities.  The  wall  space  in  the  branch  has  been 
ited  with  attractive  posters ;  visits  have  been  made  to  pas- 
nd  principals  to  secure  the  cooperation  of  churches  and 
s ;  books,  pamphlets  and  other  material  have  been  distrib- 
and  notices  have  been  sent  to  the  local  newspapers  and 
n's  clubs. 

le  cordial  cooperation  with  the  nine  grade  schools  and 
iverside  High  School  continues  to  be  a  pleasant  and  im- 
it  feature  of  the  branch  work.  The  principals  and  teach- 
ive  met  all  efforts  of  the  Library  with  appreciation  and 
)t  response. 

Liring  the  year  six  lectures  on  the  use  of  the  catalogue  and 
nee  books  were  given  to  the  students  of  the  Riverside 
School.  At  the  close  of  this  work  a  written  and  oral 
[nation  was  given  to  each  student, 
isits  have  been  made  to  sixty-one  rooms  in  the  grade 
Is  to  tell  stories  and  to  invite  the  children  to  the  Library, 
he  work  with  the  children  who  come  to  the  branch  shows 
wing  interest.    This  year,  the  interest  has  been  chiefly  a 
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p;itriotic  (mt.  The  Library  has  endeavored  to  meet  the  demand 
for  patriotic  Utf>k%  and  also  to  encourage  aU  jwiior  war 
acti vitien.  Exhibits  of  war  foods  and  War  Savings  Stamp  post- 
ers made  by  the  children  were  held  in  the  branch  and  a  special 
nhelf  was  arranf;ed  for  lKx>ks  of  interest  to  the  members  of  the 
Junior  Kcd  dross. 

In  addition  to  the  stories  told  in  the  schools,  the  usual 
|yran<'li  story  hours  were  conducted  during  the  year  with  an 
increased  average  attendance. 

SiKJcial  striricH  were  told  in  the  West  End  Presbyterian 
(liiirch,  at  the  Christmas  party  of  the  West  End  Literary  Qub, 
and  in  the  summer  to  the  children  who  came  to  the  branch  from 
the  Wabash  Playground. 

In  May  a  new  feature  was  introduced  into  the  story  hour 
program.  The  stories  told  were  dramatized  by  the  children 
and  when  the  weather  permitted,  this  dramatization  took  place 
on  the  Library  lawn. 

It  wotild  be  difficult  to  estimate  the  relative  importance  of 
llic  rrfrrcncc  work  in  as  small  a  branch  as  West  End,  but  when 
wc  roimidor  that  over  two  thousand  reference  questions  have 
been  nnswrrcd  during  the  year,  we  realize  that  the  circulation 
figntrs  <In  n(»t  represent  the  interesting  and  important  feature 
of  the  daily  rotitine. 

m 

hi  addition  to  the  reference  questions  which  have  been 
nnswrrrti  djiily  for  the  schools  and  the  individual  borrower, 
wc  h.'ivc  had  a  satisfactory  c<H">i>eration  with  six  women's  clubs. 
iNir  these  clubs,  wc  have  prepared  tentative  lists  of  books  and 
periodicals,  suggrstcd  topics  for  club  programs  and  collected 
material  for  club  pa|)crs. 

With  the  aid  of  the  Reference  and  Lending  Departments 
of  the  Central  Library  and  the  service  of  the  Library  truck  and 
teleph»nie,  we  have  been  enctniraged  to  organize  the  branch 
reference  work  and  to  emphasize  the  possibilities  for  its  future 
growth. 

The  increases  in  adult  and  juvenile  circulation  during  the 
first  nine  months  of  the  year  were  so  encouraging  that  wc  had 
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reason  to  hope  for  a  banner  year  for  the  branch.  Un- 
latdy,  the  losses  caused  by  the  influenza  epidemic  came 
;  October  and  November,  the  busiest  months  of  the  year, 
mths  when  we  expect  to  have  the  best  use  of  the  Library 
\t  largest  circulations.  However,  in  spite  of  these  heavy 
during  the  closing  of  the  schools  and  the  curtailment  of 
>rk  in  the  branch,  we  report  a  yearly  loss  of  only  441 
md  1,042  juvenile. 

the  interest  of  the  Americanization  Campaign,  visits 
nade  to  the  pastors  of  the  German,  Polish  and  Lithuan- 
urches.  A  survey  of  the  foreigners  was  made  and  the 
ation  of  the  pastors  secured.  Further  progress  will  de- 
ipon  an  enlarged  boc^  collection  in  the  various  foreign 


connection  with  the  Food  Conservation  Campaign  a  sue- 
demonstration  and  free  cooking  lesson  was  given  in  the 
to  a  group  of  ninety  women. 

e  branch  assembly  room  has  been  used  also  by  the  com- 
I  for  the  Liberty  Loan  Campaigns,  the  Young  Peoples' 
itic  Association,  the  United  War  Work  Campaign  and 
nmittees  for  club  programs. 

e  branch  continues  to  send  books  to  the  two  engine- 
of  the  district.  The  firemen  act  as  their  own  messen- 
Dllecting  and  returning  the  books  at  stated  intervals, 
community  center  of  the  Council  of  National  Defense 
en  organized  in  the  West  End.  The  branch  librarian 
anber  of  the  executive  board  and  has  attended  the  meet- 
:  the  various  war  work  committees, 
e  West  End  community  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
;  and  unity  with  which  the  various  organizations  have 
1  in  the  interest  of  the  men  in  service  and  the  work  "this 
the  trenches."  The  Library  has  occupied  a  definite  place 
war  work  and,  as  a  result,  we  close  a  year  which  has 
lis  a  better  understanding  of  the  community  life  as  a 
and  which  has  increased  not  only  the  service  of  the  Li- 
but  also  the  possibilities  for  future  constructive  work. 
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Wylie  Avenue  Branch 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Windsor) 

During  a  year  of  war  conditions  we  have  done  all  in  onr 
power  to  support  the  government  and  have  taken  an  active 
interest  in  war  work.  Books  have  been  bought  and  widely  cir- 
culated dealing  with  many  of  the  problems  of  the  country  dur- 
ing  the  present  war  and  of  the  reconstruction  to  follow.  The 
campaigns  of  the  Food  Administration,  War  Commtmity 
Work,  Books  for  Soldiers,  Red  Cross,  Liberty  Loan,  War  Sav- 
ings Stamps  have  been  well  advertised  in  the  branch  and  we 
have  done  active  work  in  reaching  the  people  of  our  district 
Many  pamphlets  in  Yiddish,  Hebrew,  and  Russian,  as  well  as 
English,  have  been  circulated  in  regard  to  food  conservation 
and  uses  of  substitutes. 

This  is  of  great  value  in  a  community  like  ours  as  so  many 
of  the  adults  are  foreign  bom.  Out  of  forty-five  registrations 
taken  one  day  in  February,  only  six  were  native  whites,  twenty- 
six  were  Russians,  four  Italians,  one  German,  one  Austrian, 
two  Roumanians,  three  Jews,  two  negroes.  Everything  which 
helps  to  Americanize  and  absorb  such  conflicting  elements  and 
to  make  them  into  good  citizens  must  not  be  neglected,  and  we 
are  striving  to  help  all  who  come  to  us.  Unfortunately  we 
can  reach  but  a  small  proportion  of  those  who  need  our  help  as 
we  have  not  the  equipment. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  year  we  were  busier  on  those 
(lays  when  the  business  houses  and  movies  were  closed  and  we 
did  our  best  to  meet  the  added  demand.  The  work  at  Wylie 
means  concentrated,  systematic,  physical  and  mental  action 
from  3 :30  till  9  P.  M.  each  day  and  the  staff  responds  to  this 
barrage  as  only  well  trained  soldiers  can.  From  9  A.  M.  to 
3 130  P.  M.  we  retire,  so  to  speak,  and  repair  the  damage,  do 
the  routine  work  necessary  and,  as  far  as  possible  in  the  time 
left,  arrange  our  forces  for  the  next  drive. 

The  children  are  forcing  the  adult  borrowers  out  of  the 
building  though  we  are  very  carefully  refraining  from  school 
visits  or  any  activities  which  might  attract  more  children  to  the 
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ry,  Wc  have  had  to  remove  the  chairs  from  the  chil- 
i  room  to  add  that  many  feet  of  floor  space.  This  means 
he  children  who  come  to  do  reference  work  for  school 
be  allowed  access  to  the  reference  room.  As  this  is  the 
pace  belonging  to  the  adults,  we  are  doing  our  best  to 
t  the  reference  work  for  the  ward  schools  in  the  school 
ngs  with  the  cooperation  of  the  teachers, 
iir  reference  work  has  been  increasingly  difficult  as  the 
T  proportion  of  the  questions  deal  with  current  events, 
aachinery,  people  before  the  public  eye,  and  the  present 
problems — which  are  not  to  be  found  in  regular  books  of 
nee  but  must  be  searched  for  through  periodicals,  pam- 

and  daily  papers.  A  reference  assistant  such  as  the 
li  had  three  years  ago  is  very  much  needed.    Our  record 

that  we  looked  up  3,180  reference  questions  for  advdts. 
s  not  accurate  as  it  is  not  possible  at  a  busy  time  to  keep 
of  them  all,  nor  does  it  show  that  we  may  sometimes  have 
i  material  on  one  of  these  questions  for  twenty  or  thirty 
ent  people  in  a  day.  No  record  of  the  reference  work 
For  the  children  in  the  children's  room  has  been  possible. 
le  story  hours  were  well  attended.  It  is  interesting  to  tell 
\  to  the  children  of  this  district :  they  are  such  enthusias- 
d  appreciative  listeners  week  after  week.  This  is  espe- 
true  of  the  cycle  stories  as  the  same  children  follow  the 
iirough.  The  Robin  Hood  stories  were  told  the  first  of 
ar  and  words  cannot  express  the  delight  of  the  children 
hese  stories. 

nee  schools  dismiss  so  late  and  the  children  do  not  reach 
ibrary  imtil  four  o'clock,  the  groups  for  little  children's 
» are  overcrowded.  We  have  only  one  room  in  which  to  tell 
»,  so  it  is  necessary  to  have  very  large  groups,  sometimes 
*ring  two  hundred.  This  method  is  far  from  ideal. 
is  interesting  to  note  in  the  foreign  circulation  statistics 
le  circulation  of  French  books  is  almost  double  that  of  the 
»us  year,  while  the  German  circulation  is  only  half  that  of 

The  classes  which  contain  the  books  on  the  war  show  a 
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very  decided  gain ;  in  the  case  of  history  it  amounts  to  25 
per  cent. 

The  \xxjk  collection  has  gained  978  volumes  during  tte 
year,  but  those  figures  do  not  express  the  improvement  in  4e 
aJlection  as  figures  do  not  show  the  condition  of  the  vdofflcs 
comprising  the  number. 

The  juvenile  collection  is  much  better  than  it  was  a  year  ago 
because  m^^t  of  the  i  ,889  fxxiks  added  are  recent  arri\-ak  and 
are  in  good  condition. 

Mount  Washington  Branch 

(From  the  report  of  Mits  Fttmitt) 

The  Mount  Washington  Branch  can  best  be  compared  with 
a  hmg  established  and  respected  business  house,  in  a  stable  bat 
growing  c^/mmunity,  depending  for  its  patronage  on  a  good  rep- 
utation Ixith  for  the  quality  of  its  merchandise  and  of  its  ser- 
vice, enlarging  its  field  by  word  of  mouth  and  frequent  wdl- 
considered  newspaper  publicity.  Flashy  advertising  has  proved 
to  lie  unnecessary,  for  more  readers  have  been  gained  by  one 
U^rrower  telling  another  than  by  any  other  way,  and  the  local 
newspaper  has  been  found  a  most  dependable  medium  for  an- 
nouncements of  new  \xj(jks  and  new  activities. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  been  more  than  ever  before 
a  center  for  advertising  the  many  national  and  civic  interests 
as  well  as  a  meeting  place  for  the  participants  in  the  various 
drives.  CJur  club  rooms  have  been  used  by  workers  for  the 
LiJKrrty  Lr)ans,  Red  Cross,  United  War  Work,  Boy  Scouts  and, 
in  an  emergency,  by  the  Bible  class  of  a  nearby  church. 

Three  Ix^xes  for  the  c(;llection  of  books  for  soldiers  were 
IK'rniancntly  placerl ;  one  in  the  foyer  of  the  Library,  one  in  the 
wr>rk  nK>ms  of  the  Red  Cross  chapter  which  directs  all  the 
work  in  our  district  and  is  Icxrated  on  the  main  business  street, 
and  one  in  the  waiting  room  of  the  Duquesne  Heights  incline. 
1  he  latter  has  l>een  a  great  accommodation  to  the  residents  of 
Duquesne  Heights,  a  section  distant  from  the  Library,  and  has 
been  filled  frequently.  Old  magazines  deposited  in  these  boxes 
were  sold  as  waste  paper  and  brought  $14.49. 
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^e  have  had  a  number  of  exhibitions  most  varied  in  type, 
the  Fine  Arts  Department  of  the  Institute  were  borrowed 
y-five  photographic  reproductions  of  the  better  knoNXTi 
ngs  in  the  permanent  collection.  These  were  uniform  in 
id  framing  and  were  a  decided  acquisition.  Later  we  ob- 
.  several  cases  of  moths,  butterflies  and  insects  from  the 
im.  In  the  late  spring,  a  poster  exhibit,  frequently 
ed,  was  held  for  about  six  weeks.  The  posters  were  the 
of  the  children  of  the  local  schools.  At  the  time  of  the 
Exposition  a  small  personal  collection  of  relics  was  ex- 
1.  It  was  well  mounted  and  labeled  and  comprehensive 
field  which  it  covered.  Elach  exhibit  attracted  a  differ- 
iss  of  people  and  each  had  a  very  strong  appeal.  They 
aitirely  worth  while. 

eat  stress  had  been  laid  on  the  method  of  display  of  books 
lew  and  old,  and  this  year  has  proved  just  how  many 
we  can  reach  in  this  way  who  could  not  be  reached  by 
al  persuasion.  We  have  one  table  on  which  books  may 
>laced  that  we  have  been  able  to  circulate  almost  any  title 
it. 

le  branch  librarian  was  called  upon  to  help  the  senior 
f  the  St.  Mary's  High  School  in  the  organization  of  their 
'.  Instruction  in  cataloguing  and  a  simple  lending  system 
ven ;  likewise,  advice  as  to  the  shelving  and  care  of  books 
agazines.  The  results  were  most  satisfactory  and  the 
I  has  more  to  gain  than  to  lose  by  this  new  rival. 
ir  work  in  the  Beechview-Dormont  section  is  increasing 
son  of  the  students  who  attend  the  South  Hills  High 

! 
t. 

e  one  point  that  has  overtopped  all  others  is  the  increased 
technical  books.  Men  are  making  the  Library  help  them 
r  business  more  than  ever  before.  To  meet  this  demand 
ber  of  new  books  have  been  added,  but  many  more  are 
L 

e  children  of  Mount  Washington  do  not  use  the  Library 

:h  as  do  the  adults,  but  the  large  number  of  intermediates 

the  quality  of  the  work  done  in  the  children's  room.  Re- 
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\skXvms  with  the  Mrhooh  are  most  satisiactorv  and  iciexcacc 
work  has  increased  oynsiderablv. 

A]th''>u$fh  the  war  and  the  influenza  have  handic^ipcd  our 
activities  aK/n|^  certain  lines,  the  war,  at  least,  has  opened  19 
new  fields  and  will  have  a  lasting  good  effect  for  us.  The  Tear 
cl'Aed  with  a  loss  in  circulation  which  is  great  only  in  compm- 
v/n  with  last  vear  which  was  a  banner  vcar. 

Hazelwood  Branch 

^From  the  report  of  Miff  Root) 

'i'he  activities  of  the  Hazelwood  Branch  Library-  have  been 
many  and  varied  during  the  past  year  as  in  former  yeais.  If  a 
summing  \\\}  of  the  year's  efforts  does  not  show  any  \'isible 
growth  and  the  statistics  show  a  real  loss  in  circulation,  this 
may  l/e  due  in  part  to  changes  in  the  staff,  both  in  the  adult  and 
juvenile  dqiartments,  which  is  detrimental  to  any  definite  and 
lasting  constructive  work ;  but  is  in  a  large  measure  due  to  the 
qiidemic  in  the  fall  which  caused  a  falling  off  of  all  acti\'itie» 
aK/ng  educational  and  recreational  lines. 

Ouring  the  j^criod  from  February  i  to  June  i,  scarcely  a 
week  passed  with^njt  an  illustrated  lecture  in  the  auditoriimi  for 
the  lx;ys  and  girls  of  the  district.  Some  of  them  connected 
definitely  with  their  school  work;  some  were  given  for  the 
children  of  the  liand  of  Mercy  and  were  on  nature  study  and 
animal  rescue  work;  while  at  least  two  of  the  lectures  were 
patriotic. 

In  I*'cbruary,  the  leader  of  Camp  Fire  work  in  Pittsburgh 
came  to  the  Library  and  helped  to  organize  a  Camp  Fire  circle 
under  the  guardianship  of  one  of  the  members  of  the  staff. 
I^ater  in  the  spring,  three  more  circles  were  formed  and  leaders 
sccurc<I  for  them.  Of  the  four  circles  formed,  three  are  still 
active. 

The  two  girls'  clubs,  which  were  organized  in  1917,  con- 
tinned  their  meetings  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  in 
the  spring  presented  several  plays  in  the  auditorium.  Due  to 
the  organization  of  the  Camp  Fire  circles,  only  one  of  these 
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ns  revived  in  the  fall.  An  effort  will  be  made  to  inter- 
se  girls  in  the  study  of  foreign  countries — their  history, 
ms,  customs  and  costumes — and  to  connect  this  work 
teir  desire  for  the  study  of  dramatics  in  the  presentation 
dances  and  plays. 

t  children  have  retained  their  interest  in  the  Band  of 
meetings  throughout  the  year.  Their  activities  included 
)er  of  illustrated  lectures  given  by  men  of  prominence 
sburgh.  In  Jime  they  presented  successfully  a  play 
^The  Birds'  Court." 

5  Americanization  exhibit  held  in  the  Library  in  January 
he  auspices  of  the  Phoebe  Brashear  Club,  was  most  in- 
e  and  enjoyable.  The  articles  displayed  were  obtained 
1  the  school  children  and  included  many  very  beautiful 
*s  brought  from  the  homelands.  In  May  an  exhibit  of 
OSS  and  Thrift  Stamp  posters  made  by  the  children  of 
:rict,  caused  much  interest  among  the  visitors  to  the 

oughout  the  year  the  Library  was  used  for  many  meet- 
cconmunity  interest,  such  as  the  Red  Cross  Auxiliary, 
Welfare  Association,  War  Gardening  Association, 
5  of  Soldiers,  Council  of  National  Defense  for  food 
tration  lectures,  and  public  gatherings  of  a  patriotic 

members  of  the  Library  staff  took  an  active  part  in 
of  the  war  drives,  such  as  the  United  War  Work  Cam- 
id  the  Red  Cross  drive.  The  Library  has  endeavored 
out  the  year  in  every  way  possible  to  have  more  and 
part  in  the  community  life,  and  is  helping  the  patriotic 
ion  of  the  ward  to  obtain  the  names  and  addresses  of 
iers  and  sailors  in  the  district  for  the  honor  roll  which 
erected. 

fifteenth  ward,  in  which  the  Hazelwood  Branch  is  lo- 
an ever  restless,  changing  place.  People  come  and  go. 
hanged  from  a  purely  residential  section  to  a  mill  dis- 
/hile  some  of  the  old  residents  remain,  they  are  moving 
om  time  to  time  and  the  mills  are  encroaching  more 
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and  more  upon  the  district.  Each  year  the  foreign  popnladoo 
grows  greater,  the  Hungarians  now  having  the  largest  ntmiber, 
with  an  increasing  number  of  Slovaks,  few  of  whom  have 
learned  to  read  English.  The  children  of  these  peoples  are  re- 
sponsive and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  work  with  them  and  to  fed  dot 
the  Library  is  helping  to  formulate  their  ideals.  Amencaniza- 
tion  may  do  much  to  reach  these  people  and  the  Library  stands 
ready  to  do  its  share  in  this  work,  but  the  greatest  point  of 
contact  in  the  Hazelwood  district  is  through  the  schools,  and  it 
is  in  c<^Kii>eration  with  them  that  the  Librar}-  has  been  and  must 
continue  putting  forth  its  l)est  efforts. 

East  Liberty  Branch 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Endicott) 

The  East  Liberty  Branch  at  the  completion  of  the  thirteenth 
year  of  its  existence  cannot  show  statistics  which  look  well  in 
print,  of  increased  use  over  previous  years,  for  during  this 
year  of  war  and  i)estilence  the  time  and  thought  of  every  one, 
young  as  well  as  old,  has  been  so  occupied  with  the  war  and  its 
attendant  work  that  there  has  been  little  time  for  the  leisurdy 
pursuits  and  recreations  of  more  normal  times.     The  hours 
usually  si)ent  in  reading  have  been  devoted  to  patriotic  efforts 
toward  the  winning  of  the  war  and  to  relief  work.    The  read- 
ing done  has  Ijeen  largely  of  books  and  magazines  concerned 
with  the  war  and  its  progress;  just  as  the  year  closes,  however, 
and  i)eace  is  almost  an  accomplished  fact,  we  notice  a  reaction 
from  this  and  the  war  books  are  allowed  to  stand  on  the  shelves 
while  less  serious  and  more  cheerful  reading  is  being  sought 
for.    One  type  of  book  in  which  the  interest,  stimulated  by  the 
war,  is  being  sustained  is  that  dealing  with  psychic  phenomena. 

While  the  branch  has  not  issued  as  many  books  nor  har- 
bored as  many  readers  as  in  the  years  before  the  war,  it  has 
taken  its  part  in  the  furthering  of  all  patriotic  activities  in  the 
community.  The  question  of  food  conservation  has  been  fea- 
tured largely  in  the  branch  by  means  of  posters  and  bulletins 
and  through  the  distribution  of  the  United  States  Food  Ad- 
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tration's  printed  material,  recipes  and  so  forth.  The  Lib- 
Loan  posters  and  bulletins  have  been  abundantly  dis- 
1,  also  those  for  the  United  War  Work  Campaign  and  for 
»d  Cross  membership  drives.  In  connection  with  our  ad- 
ng  of  the  government  sales  of  War  Savings  Stamps,  an 
t  of  posters  made  by  pupils  in  six  of  our  public  schools, 
laced  in  the  branch  and  attracted  much  attention.  The 
X)ms  and  auditorium  have  been  frequently  used  for  meet- 
1  the  interest  of  various  kinds  of  war  work ;  a  Red  Cross 
as  met  regularly  here  since  last  March ;  a  girls'  club  met 
ce  surgical  dressings  from  March  through  June ;  the  audi- 
i  has  been  used  by  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
)  interest  groups  of  seventh  and  eighth  grade  pupils  in  a 
campaign. 

addition  to  this  use  for  war  work,  the  club  rooms  have 
iscd  regularly  throughout  the  year  (except  during  the 
lie  months)  by  two  women's  clubs  meeting  weekly,  the 
ultural  Society  meeting  monthly  and  two  girls'  clubs 
g  weekly  during  school  sessions. 
ir  work  with  the  children  has  of  course  been  greatly  af- 
by  war  conditions.  The  girls  and  boys  have  had  less 
or  reading  as  all  are  "doing  their  bit"  through  Junior 
ross  activities,  thrift  campaigns  and  the  raising  of  money 
r  work.  In  the  children's  room  we  have  posted  bulletins 
ts  on  patriotic  subjects  and  have  endeavored  in  this  way 
lulate  their  interest  in  the  great  men  and  women  of  our 
Duntry  and  in  the  literature  and  history  of  the  countries 
allies.  The  usual  weekly  reading  circles,  poetry  hours 
Dry  hours  have  been  held  during  the  year,  and  while  the 
smce  has  been  less  than  usual,  the  interest  has  been  very 
id  vital.  The  story  of  Joan  of  Arc,  on  account  of  the 
itcrest,  was  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the  year.  The 
ai  took  a  very  keen  interest  in  the  collection  of  books  for 
Jdiers  and  sailors.  The  greater  part  of  the  twelve 
nd  books  obtained  through  this  branch  were  collected  by 
lool  children,  and  five  thousand  were  brought  in  by  the 
of  one  school. 
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Very  cordial  cooperation  exists  between  the  Library  and 
the  public  schools  and  the  parochial  schools  of  the  district.  All 
the  schools  have  been  visited  by  the  children's  librarian  and 
classes  have  come  to  the  Librarj*  for  instruction  in  the  use  of  the 
public  library,  the  care  of  books  and  for  special  reference  work. 
The  teachers  have  been  most  enthusiastic  about  this  work  and 
feel  that  the  effort  is  decidedly  worth  while.  Very  few  classes 
could  be  brought  during  the  autumn  because  of  the  closing  of 
the  schools  and  the  children's  room,  but  we  hope  to  proceed 
with  this  plan  during  the  coming  year  and  have  every  school 
child  acquainted  with  the  Library  and  its  resources. 

The  branch  has  always  welcomed  the  coming  of  the  high 
school  students  and  has  endeavored  to  give  them  all  possible 
assistance  in  their  reference  work.  As  in  past  years,  classes 
have  visited  the  Library  for  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  cata- 
logue and  the  reference  books  and  the  results  of  this  work  are 
manifest  every  day  in  the  increasing  number  of  students  who 
are  able  to  use  intelligently  and  independently  the  card  cata- 
logue, the  encyclopedias  and  the  index  to  periodicals. 

South  Side  Branch 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Kelly) 

The  finest  achievement  of  the  year  has  been  the  result  of 
the  many  demands  which  the  war  has  made  upon  the  Library, 
effecting  perhaps  the  closest  relationship  between  the  commun- 
ity and  the  Library  that  it  has  ever  been  possible  to  have.  This 
relation  came  about  largely  because  of  three  factors : 

1.  Every  one  in  the  community  was  more  than  eager  and 
willing  to  do  his  bit  to  win  the  war. 

2.  The  representative  of  the  various  organizations  came  to 
the  community  with  authority  and  backing  to  carry  out  the 
government's  plans  for  organizing  the  work. 

3.  The  Library  in  this  district  had  not  only  the  privilege 
of  a  helping  hand  in  bringing  together  the  government  repre- 
sentative and  the  representative  citizen,  the  outcome  of  which 
was  a  splendid  representative  community  council  for  war  work 
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the  commtinity,  but  it  also  had  the  privilege  of  serving  as  a 
!kly  meeting-place  for  that  community  council. 

Some  nice  evidences  of  this  closer  relationship  which  the 
imunity  has  seemed  to  express  toward  the  Library  during 
year,  may  be  generally  summed  up  as  follows : 

1.  The  making  of  scrap  books  for  our  wounded  soldiers 
sailors. 

2.  Gifts  of  money  to  the  American  Library  Association  to 
in  purchasing  books  for  our  soldiers  and  sailors,  as  well  as 
erous  contributions  of  books  and  magazines  to  the  same 
>e. 

3  The  loans  of  war  relics  received  by  citizens  from  over- 
.  for  exhibition  in  the  Library. 

4.  The  distinction  of  having  hanging  in  this  Library  the 
or  flag  won  by  the  Sixteenth  Ward  Women's  Liberty  Loan 
imittee,  Fourth  Liberty  Loan. 

Help  to  the  extent  of  collecting  over  one  hundred  names 
addresses  of  soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  service  of  our  coun- 
not  included  on  the  official  list  of  the  sixteenth  ward  was 
n  late  in  the  year  to  the  Patriotic  Committee  of  the  six- 
th ward,  these  names  to  be  placed  eventually  on  a  solid 
ize  tablet  to  be  erected  on  the  ground  of  this  Library. 
A.  special  table  in  the  Library  has  been  set  aside  for  the  use 
he  Boy  Scouts,  who  are  to  be  highly  commended  for  the 
)eration  they  have  so  generously  given  in  the  collection  of 
cs  for  the  soldiers  and  sailors  and  in  the  distribution  of  war 
ers  and  other  propaganda  for  the  various  war  activities. 
\  survey  of  the  nationalities  represented  in  this  district  was 
pleted  during  the  year  and  turned  over  to  the  Americaniza- 

Committee  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 

[t  has  been  possible  during  the  year  not  only  to  strengthen 

remarkable  degree  both  the  juvenile  and  adult  book  col- 
ons, but  also  to  mount,  classify  and  file  alphabetically  by 
ect  in  drawers,  a  very  extensive  picture  collection,  thus 
:ing  it  of  far  greater  usefulness.  The  importance  of  the 
ice  of  the  picture  in  educational  value  is  unquestionable, 
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whether  it  be  used  by  the  kindergarten  teacher,  by  the  high 
school  student  or  by  the  new  American  who  finds  it  an  easy  and 
interesting  way  to  visualize  and  interpret  at  the  same  time  some 
of  the  puzzling  things  he  is  learning  here. 

The  strengthening  of  the  book  collection  has  had  a  helpful 
effect  on  the  way  we  have  been  able  to  handle  our  reference 
questions  during  the  year,  i  ,699  circulating  books  having  been 
made  reference  for  short  periods  in  order  to  meet  certain  heavy 
demands.  In  spite  of  this,  however,  we  could  not  have  given 
such  good  service  if  the  larger  collection  of  books  at  the  Central 
Library  had  not  been  so  available,  the  book  loans  from  that 
source  alone  having  amounted  to  2,030. 

Questions  of  local  or  current  interest  necessitated  beginning 
a  pamphlet  collection  which  included  clippings  from  the  local 
papers  or  material  for  subjects  upon  which  it  was  difficult  to 
get  much  information  in  books  or  magazines.  The  value  of  this 
has  not  always  proved  temporary  and  time  alone  will  test 
whether  or  not  a  great  deal  of  this  material  will  form  the 
nucleus  of  a  permanent  pamphlet  collection. 

In  general,  the  questions  we  have  been  asked  to  answer  dur- 
ing the  year  vary  in  scope  and  character,  depending  largely  of 
course  on  whether  they  are  asked  by  grade,  high  school  or  uni- 
versity students,  teachers,  professional  or  working  men.  It  has 
been  most  encouraging  to  note  this  year  an  increasing  number 
of  practical  questions  asked  by  working  men,  most  of  them  re- 
lating to  technical  details  concerning  their  work. 

The  regular  story  hours,  on  Tuesdays  for  little  children  and 
on  Fridays  for  older  children,  were  held  during  the  year,  ex- 
cept during  the  time  of  the  influenza  epidemic  in  October,  No- 
vember and  December.  The  attendance  of  the  older  children  at 
the  Sigurd  cycle  stories  early  in  the  year  was  especially  gratify- 
ing; stories  at  any  time  for  the  little  children  are  in  demand,  and 
so  this  phase  of  the  work  is  constantly  interesting. 

During  the  early  months  of  the  year,  eighteen  classes  irotn 
six  public  schools,  680  children  included,  came  to  the  Library 
to  see  and  hear  about  some  interesting  Japanese  and  Chinese 
objects  which  the  Carnegie  Museum  kindly  lent  to  the  Library. 
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Homewood  Branch 

(From  the  report  of  Miss  Todd) 

homewood  Branch  has  this  year  devoted  itself  to  aiding  in 
ic  vital  activity  which  absorbed  the  people  of  Homewood 
11  as  the  people  of  the  nation.  Wherever  and  whenever 
old  put  our  facilities  at  the  service  of  any  war  agency,  we 
deemed  that  to  be  our  first  duty.  Only  in  this  way  could 
ach  our  fullest  usefulness  to  our  community  and  justify  to 
nintry  the  existence  of  a  library  in  time  of  war. 
\it  Library  building,  being  the  only  public  place  in  Home- 
which  was  equally  open  to  all,  has  been  used  in  many 

It  has  been  the  meeting  place  of  patriotic  gatherings  of 
.nature,  both  mass  meetings  in  the  auditorium  and  com- 
I  meetings  for  the  United  War  Work  Campaign,  the 
m's  Liberty  Loan  Committee  and  others.  Our  auditor- 
as  been  the  starting  point  of  parades  and  the  scene  of 
tic  demonstrations  in  connection  with  the  leaving  of 
a)ntingents  and  the  celebration  of  peace.  In  front  of  the 
y  the  mothers  and  children  of  the  community  were 
led  to  be  photographed  by  men  from  the  "Post"  for  the 
n  France, 
le  local  draft  board  has  continuously  occupied  one  of  our 

and  many  troubled  registrants,  or  their  relatives,  have 
d  to  our  desk  seeking  information.  At  the  time  of  the 
nber  registering  the  legal  advisory  board  also  held  ses- 
lere  and  a  special  booth  where  Westinghouse  men  could 
jr  outside  of  working  hours  was  arranged.  The  women 
Homewood-Brushton  district  have  come  regularly  to  our 
x>m  for  Red  Cross  work  three  days  every  week.  Our 
ig  has  also  been  the  chosen  neutral  spot  for  hanging  flags 
Test  to  the  whole  community.  A  handsome  flag,  which 
loats  over  the  Library,  was  given  by  the  Homewood 
yev  of  Commerce  to  the  Library  and  was  accepted  with 
eremony  on  the  occasion  of  the  leaving  of  a  draft 
jent. 
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Niimcmiis  exhibits  have  claimed  our  hospitality — notably, 
an  cxhihitinn  of  war  fmuls  supplied  by  the  Woman's  Council 
nf  Natiniial  Defense  and  prepared  in  the  home  economics  and 
art  departments  of  Westinjjhouse  High  School;  two  exhibits 
of  manual  traininjf  work  from  Momewood  and  Belmar  schools, 
one  of  which  consisted  of  tovs  mended  for  children  in  the  war 
/one;  the  War  Savinj^s  Stamps  posters  made  by  seventh  and 
flight h  \iviuW  children :  and  a  unique  collection  of  war  souvenirs 
lent  by  Mf.  llowanl  Callahan  for  the  United  War  Work 
Campai|;n. 

Not  only  has  our  Iniilding  been  largely  used  as  a  center  of 
activity,  Init  the  personal  services  and  professional  ability  of  the 
ntaff  have  been  freely  i^iven.  The  food  conservation  campaign 
\u\n  (»ffered  munerous  ^opportunities  for  our  cooperation,  aside 
from  the  exhibit  alnne  mentioned.  Scores  of  leaflets  of  war 
rccipCM  have  Inren  distributed.  An  especially  zealous  effort  was 
made  to  solicit  the  interest  of  Homewood  women  in  the  series 
<>f  lei'tttres  ^iven  by  a  representative  of  State  College  and  to  call 
their  attention  to  the  valuable  information  to  be  found  in  our 
own  books  and  in  the  Food  Administration's  bulletins.  We 
have  at  a|)propriate  times  prepared  special  tables  of  cook-books 
and  Intoks  on  gardening. 

Our  regular  work  has  prospered  in  spite  of  a  shifting  staff 
and  the  interruption  of  influenza,  and  in  addition  to  these  many 
extra  i>ppt»rt\mities.  There  have  l>een  two  cases  in  which  ob- 
Mtaclen  to  general  activity  have  given  the  Library  a  peculiar 
o|)ening.  The  "heatless  Mondays"  of  January  and  February 
|>ermitted  many  men,  ni>t  among  our  regular  patrons,  to  come 
t«>  the  Library  and  our  New  International  Correspondence 
School  lH>oks,  .•iet  on  a  sj>ecial  table,  proved  of  interest  to  them. 
This  fall,  we  had  a  very  noticeable  increase  in  attendance  on  the 
nights  when  theatres  ami  movies  were  closed  by  the  influenza. 

Our  work  with  the  schools  has  been  constant  and  satis- 
factory. Si)ecial  attention  has  been  given  to  adding  to  our  cd- 
lection  new  and  attractive  copies  of  the  standard  fiction  for 
high  schot^l  supplementary  reading.  Pupils  come  to  us  freely 
with  reference  questions,  and  debate  material  is  in  active  de- 
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I.  A  large  proportion  of  the  requests  are  for  material  on 
ran  Several  special  reading  lists  on  war  topics  have  been 
ired  and  a  shelf  of  books  is  reserved  for  the  teachers'  read- 
ircles  which  are  pursuing  a  study  of  the  European  War. 
Vt  conceive  that  a  library's  prime  justification  in  time  of 
is  to  give  people  broad  and  sound  information  on,  and  a 
nterest  in  the  issues  and  developments  of  the  war,  as  well 
provide  the  recreation  necessary  as  a  relaxation  from  the 
1  of  war  work.  To  this  end  we  have  built  up  our  collection 
ially  with  war  bodes  and  have  given  our  best  efforts  to 
ting  people's  reading,  so  limited  in  quantity  by  the  pres- 
of  war  activities,  into  the  wisest  and  most  profitable  chan- 

And  with  the  new  conditions  facing  us  in  this  year  of 
:  and  reconstruction,  we  shall  continue  our  endeavor  to 
people  informed  on  the  problems  of  government  which 
d  have  their  intelligent  attention. 

Tie  action  of  the  Central  Library  in  promising  us  some 
ions  to  our  collection  of  reference  books  and  freely  offer- 
le  aid  of  its  trained  reference  librarians,  makes  us  hope  to 

greater  service  to  the  men  of  the  district  in  solving  their 
ical  problems.  We  hope  also  to  lead  our  younger  borrow- 
•om  the  formal,  sometimes  artificial,  working  out  of  school 
ions,  to  a  real  interest  in  the  subjects  their  teachers  assign 
;o  an  understanding  of  the  Library's  power  to  help  them 
t  difficulties  of  real  life. 


1  closing,  I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Library 

mittee  and  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for 

continued  generous  support  in  all  the  work  of  the  past 

wish  also  to  acknowledge  the  cordial  cooperation  of  the 
xlian  of  Buildings  and  Grounds  in  all  matters  pertaining 
e  physical  care  of  the  Library  equipment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  H.  Leete, 
ipril  12,  1919.  Director, 
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TABLE  3 
NUMBER  OF  VOLUMES  CATALOGUED 


Central  Libriry 

Lmwrenceville  Branch 

West  End  Branch 

Wylie  Avenue  Branch 

Mount  Washin^on    Branch 

Hazelwood  Branch 

East  Liberty  Branch 

South  Side  Branch 

Home  wood   Branch 

Schenley  High  School 

Total 


Previously 
reported 


During 
the  year 


Total 


•383.61 1 
47.635 

•14.046 
1.498 

♦397.657 
49,133 

-20.733 
72.635 

779      i 
3.180      i 

27.5" 
75.815 

20.107 
3^.529 

53-270 
25.260 

970      1 

1.293      1 
2.186 

1.764    : 

27,137 
33,822 

55,456 

27.024 

27.696 
1.866 

i.305      1 

314    i 

30.001 
2,180 

697.402 

^8.335 

t725.737 

*  Includes  books  in  schools  and  home  Ubnnr  collections. 

^The  excess  of  this  total  over  that  of  the  rolnmes  on  the  shclTes  at  the  close  of 
the  year  represents  the  number  of  volumes  worn  out.  destroyed  or  withdrawn,  and 
duplicates  transferred  and  recatalogued.  from  the  opening  of  the  Library  in  189s  to 
the  close  of  the  period  covered  by  this  report. 
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AL  ADULT  AND  JUVENILE  CIRCULATION 


Mrary 

rict  and  clubs.. 

Ik  Branch 

Branch 

me  Branch 

ihington  Branch 

Branch 

ty  Branch 

Branch 

.  Branch 


Adult 


138,025 
22,927 

16,200 

32.156 

21,963 
53,188 

29,224 

28,273 
73»8i7 
42,615 
57,786 


516,174 


Juvenile 


50,109 

124,405 

5,134 

20,975 

44,723 

22,441 

99,534 
24,089 

34,970 

57,156 

53,715 
62,108 


599,359 


Total 


188,134 
M7,332 

5,134 
37,175 
76,879 


152,722 

53,313 
63,243 

130,973 
96,330 

119.894 


1,115,533 
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TABLE  20 
STATISTICS  SUMMARIZED 

WDIMO   TO  TBS  UCOMMtlfDATIOir   OP  THl  AMIIICAir   LIllAtY    AStOaATtOV 

e  American  Library  Association,  through  one  of  its  committees, 
:ommended  that  librarians  print  in  their  annual  reports  this 
>f  library  statistics,"  which  was  prepared  by  the  Association  in 
)  facilitate  the  comparison  of  library  statistics  in  this  country. 

report  for  year  ended  December  31,  1918. 
»f  library:    Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 
d  Director:    John  H.  Leete. 

town:    Pittsburgh.  State:     Pennsylvania. 

ion  served  (latest  estimate) 600,000 

of  use — Free  for  lending.    Free  for  reference. 

umber  of  agencies 144 

sting  of: 

itral  Library i 

nches 8 

n  occupy  leparmte  baildingt.) 

tions 5 

11c  in  factory,  one  in  settlement,  one  in  department  atore,  one  in 
KMpital,  and  one  in  Young  Women's  Christian  Association.) 

ools 117 

bs 9 

ygrounds 4 

r  of  days  open  during  the  year  (Central  Library) 362 

>pen  each  week  for  lending  (Central  Library) 72 

>pen  each  week  for  reading  (Central  Library) 82 

umber  of  staff  (full  time) 203 

INCREASE 

Adult  Juvenile  Total 

r  of  volumes  at  beginning  of  year.  325,968  108,501  434,469 
r   of  volumes   added   during   the 

3y  purchase,  gift  or  exchange 16,274  X2,o6i  28,335 

r  of  volumes  lost   or  withdrawn 

g  the  year 4,320  12,731  17.051 

umber  at  end  of  year 337»9^2  107,831  445.753 

r  of  pamphlets  added  during  year 2,815 
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USE 

Ad^  Jmvcnilc  Total 

Total  recorded  use So  Record 

Total  number  of  volumei  lent  for  home 

tt»«  516,174       599.359  M15.533 

Number  of  Tolumei  of  fiction  lent  for 

home  use 313,451       289,909  603460 

Number  of  prints  lent  for  home  uie 29,119 

Recorded  use  in  reading  room  (estimate 
based  on  actual  count  for  certain  peri- 
ods of  average  attendance) l,lz6go8s 

REGISTRATION 

Advlt  JsvcbOc  TottI 

Number  of  borrowers  registered  during 

the  year 10.717          8,139  18^56 

Total  number  of  registered  borrowers 266,714 

Registration  period,  years,  approximately 4 

Number  of  periodicals  currently  received 
(at  Central  Library) 1^57 

Number  of  persons  using  library  for  read- 
ing and  study No  Record 
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iblications  of  the  Library  Now  in  Print 

December  31,  igi8 

liere  two  prices  are  given,  the  first  is  that  for  which  the  publica- 
I  sold  at  the  Library  only.  All  prices  are  strictly  net,  except  for 
lual  publications  ordered  in  lots  of  twenty  or  more.  Remittances 
t>e  made  in  advance,  payable  to  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh, 
blications  not  marked  *  may  be  had  free  at  the  Library,  or  will 
it  postpaid  for  5  cents  each. 

ified  Catalogue  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 

1ST  Series,  1895-1902.  1907.  vol.  1-3.  3,890  pp.  $12.00. 
:oND  Series,  1902-1906.  1908.  vol.  4^5.  2,020  pp.  $5.00. 
IRD  Series,  1907-1911.    1914.    vol.  6-8.    3,475  pp.    $8.00. 

Bound  in  buckram  with  gilt  topi.    Include  full  author  and  subject  indexes. 

'  same  [in  pamphlet  form]. 

LST  Series,  1895-1902.    10  parts.    1903-07. 

Part  I.     General  Works.     i907-     67  pp.     xo  cents,  postpaid. 

Part  a.     Philosophy  and  Religion.     1903.     ssj  pp.     Out  of  print. 

Part  3.     Sociology  and  Philology.    1904.    340  pp.    15  cents;  postpaid,  as  cents. 

Part  4.  Natural  Science  and  Useful  Arts.  2904.  598  pp.  35  cents;  post- 
paid,  50  cents. 

Part  5.     Fine  Arts.     1905.     351  pp.     25  cents;  postpaid,  2$  cents. 

Part  6.     Literature.     i905«     308  pp.     15  cents;  postpaid,  as  cents. 

Part  7.     Fiction.     2906.     446  pp.     »$  cents;  postpaid,  40  cents. 

Part  8.     History  and  TraveL     i907<    692  pp.    50  cents;  postpaid,  30  cents. 

Part  9.     Biography.     2907.     382  pp.     ao  cents;  postpaid,  30  cents. 

Part  20.  Indexes,  Title-pages,  Contents,  Preface  and  Synopsis  of  Classifica- 
tion.    850  pp.     $1.00;  postpaid,  $2.ao. 

OND  Series,  1902-1906.    5  parts.    1907-08. 

Part  2.  General  Works,  Philosophy,  Religion,  Sociology  and  Philology.  2907. 
4as  pp.     Out  of  print. 

Part  a.  Natural  Science,  Useful  Arts  and  Fine  Arts.  2907.  477  pp.  45 
cents;  i>ostpaid,  60  cents. 

?art  3.  Literature,  English  Fiction  and  Fiction  in  Foreign  Languages.  2908. 
34a  pp.     40  cents;  postpaid,  50  cents. 

?art  4.  History  and  Travel,  Collected  Biography  and  Individual  Biography. 
2908.    465  pp.     45  cents;  postpaid,  60  cents. 

Part  5.  Indexes,  Title-pages,  Contents,  Preface  and  Synopsis  of  Classifica- 
tion.    2908.     460  pp.    80  cents;  postpaid,  95  cents. 

RD  Series,  1907-1911.    10  parts.    1912-14. 

^tX  2.  General  works.  Philosophy,  Religion.  292a.  37a  pp.  40  cents; 
postpaid,  50  cents. 

Part  a.     Sociology,  Philology.     291a.    428  pp.    4s  cents;  postpaid,  60  cents. 

'art  3.  Natural  Science,  Useful  Arts.  2923.  6a3  pp.  60  cents;  postpaid, 
75  cents. 

'art  4.     Fine  Arts.     191 3*     ^37  PP*     »S  cents;  postpaid,  35  cents. 

'art  5.     Literature.     1923-     '72  pp.     30  cents;  postpaid,  40  cents. 

'art  6.  English  Fiction,  Fiction  in  Foreign  Languages.  2923.  a94  pp.  30 
cents;  postpaid,  40  cents. 

'art  7.     History  and  Travel.     29i4<     402  pp.     40  cents;  postpaid,  50  cents. 

'art  8.     Biography.     i9i4*     '76  pp.     30  cents;  postpaid,  40  cents. 

'art  9.     Books  for  the  Blind.     1924.     44  pp.     5  cents;  postpaid,  20  cents. 

'art  20.  Indexes,  Title-pages,  ContenU,  Preface  and  Synopsis  of  Classifica- 
tion.    2924.     826  pp.     80  cents;  postpaid,  |i.oo. 
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Monthly  BolletiiL    50  cents  a  year,  postpaid. 

Not  published  in  Auffust  and  September. 

Annual  Report,  ist-22d,  1896-19 17.    Sent  free  upon  request. 

Except  the  3d,  6th  and  20th,  which  are  out  of  print. 

Catalogue  of  the  Carnegie  Library  School;  a  school  for  training  i 

General  Library  Work,  Library  Work  with  Children  and  Schoo 

Library  Work.    Sent  free  upon  request. 
Periodicals  and  Other  Serials  Currently  Received  by  the  Carnegie 

Library  of  Pittsburgh.    7th  edition.    1915.    42  pp. 
Books  in  the  Library  of  the  American  Philatelic  Society.    19 10.  ao  pp. 
Rules  for  Filing  Cards  in  the  Dictionary  Catalogues  of  the  Carnegie 

Library  of  Pittsburgh.    Reprint  of  2d  edition.    1918.    32  pp. 
What  a  Public  Library  Finds  to  Do;  by  Elisa  May  Willard.  1917.  18pp. 

Reference  Lists 

History 

Books  of  Interest  in  Connection  with  the  European  War.    19 14.    26  pp. 

Braddock's  Expedition.    11  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Nov.  1906.) 

England  and  the  English;  a  Few  Suggestions  for  Reading.  1918.   12  pp. 

Escpeditions  of  General  Forbes  against  Fort  Duquesne.    1908.    20  pp. 

Expeditions  of  General  Bouquet  to  the  Ohio  Country,  1763  and  1764. 
II  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  Dec.  1909.) 

Letters  of  General  Forbes;  Reprint  of  35  Letters  Relating  to  the  Ex- 
pedition against  Fort  Duquesne.  63  pp.  20  cents,  postpaid. 
(Monthly  Bulletin,  Feb.-May  1909.) 

^Pennsylvania;  a  Reading  List  for  the  Use  of  Schools,  with  Special 
Reference  to  Indian  Warfare  and  the  Local  History  of  Pitts- 
burgh,   191 1.    83  pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  25  cents. 

Pittsburgh  in  z8x6.    1916.    75  pp. 

Washington's  Visits  to  Pittsburgh  and  the  Ohio  Country.  15  pp. 
(Monthly  Bulletin,  Feb.  1908.) 

The  Whiskey  Insurrection.    9  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  July  1906.) 

Biography 

Famous  Royal  Women;  a  Reading  List  for  Girls.    1908.    11  pp. 

Lives  and  Letters;  a  Selected  and  Annotated  List.    1910.    36pp. 

*Men  of  Science  and  Industry;  a  Guide  to  the  Biographies  of  Scientists, 
Engineers,  Inventors  and  Physicians,  in  the  Carnegie  Library  of 
Pittsburgh.     1915.     189  pp.    20  cents:  postpaid,  30  cents. 

Patriots;  a  Reading  List  for  Boys  and  Girls.    1912.    17  pp. 

Sociology 

Housing.    1912.    45  PP- 

Immigration.    1918.    12  pp. 

Vocational  Guidance.    Supplement.     10  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  Dec 

1915.) 
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Debating 

U  Index.  2d  edition.    1912.    84  pp.    15  cents;  postpaid,  20  cents. 
I  Index.    Supplement.    1913.    23  pp. 
t  Index.    2d  supplement.    1916.    15  pp. 
t  Index.    3d  supplement.    1917.    14  pp. 

Publications  of  Interest  to  Engineers 

akes.    1915.    55  pp. 

•nditioning.    1914.    58  pp. 

Manufacture  and  Bricklaying.    26  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Jan. 

1912.) 

>duct  Coking.    1915.    40  pp. 

[ardening.    1918.    10  pp. 

jC  Driving  in  RoUing-Milla  and  Foundries.     11  pp.     (Monthly 

Bulletin,  Nov.  1907.) 

jC  Heating  and  Cooking.    1910.    16  pp. 

sering  Bthics.    19 17.    17  pp. 

and  Flood  Protection.    48  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  July  1908.) 

and  Flood  Protection.    Supplement.    191 1.    19  PP* 
FToscope.    1917.    23  pp. 
ig.    1912.    45  pp. 

to  Proceedings  of  the  Engineers'  Society  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
rania»  Volumes  i  to  20,  1880-1904;  Compiled  by  Harrison  W. 
Craven    1906.    144  pp.    $1.00  postpaid. 

to  the  ClassiHed  Catalogue  of  the  Technology  Department.  2d 
edition.     1916.    63  pp.     10  cents. 
ilack.     1919.     8  pp. 

Technical  Indexes  and  Bibliographies  Appearing  Serially.    1910. 

[7  pp. 

t  Prices  Appearing  Currently  in  Technical  and  Trade  Journals. 

[918.    6  pp. 

>f  Science  and  Industry;  a  Guide  to  the  Biographies  of  Scientists, 

Engineers,  Inventors  and  Physicians,  in  the  Carnegie  Library  of 

Pittsburgh.    1915.    189  pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  30  cents. 

Corrosion  and  Protection.    2d  edition,  revised  and  enlarged. 
58  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  July  1909.) 

12  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Oct.  1908.) 
hundred  Recent  Books  on  Agriculture.    1910.    19  pp. 
!  and  Garbage  DisposaL    1909.    39  pp. 
[>ust  Preventives.    1916.    39  pp. 

;  Its  Occurrence,  Properties  and  Uses.    1918.    72  pp.    15  cents, 
postpaid. 

ific  and  Technical  Reference  Books.    19  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin, 
Nov.  1916.) 

gt  Disposal  and  Treatment.    1910.    96  pp.    15  cents,  postpaid, 
t  Prevention.    18  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  May  1907.) 
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Sodfom  IGtrate  Industry  of  Quic    r  PP-     <  Monthly  Bnlletxii,  Mar 

1908.) 
Steam  Tnrtrines.    21pp.    (Moathlj  Bulletin.  Nov.  1904.) 
Tfchnical  Book  Review  Index,  v.i-date.  March  1917-date.    50  cen 

a  year,  postpaid. 

Xo-i-j,  March.  April,  May,  published  is  the  Monthly  BoIIetia  of  thocc 

5  cecu  each,  po«tpai<L 
T.I,  no.4-T.2,  no.x    ^Jaly   XQtr-March    :9:8).   issaed   separatclj,  qoartcrir.   cs 

ccnu  each,  postpaid. 

Trees  and  Forestry.    1917.    18  pp. 

Water  Softening    8  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin.  June  1904.) 

Library  Work  with  Children 

^Catalogue  of  Books,  Annotated  and  Arranged,  and  Ptorided  by  the 
Carnegie  Library  of  Phubnrgh  for  the  Use  of  the  Firmt  l^gfat 
Grades  in  the  Pittsburgh  Schools.  1907.  331  pp.  35  cents; 
postpaid,  50  cents. 

^Annotated  Catalogue  of  Books  Used  in  the  Home  Libraries  and 
Reading  Clnbs.    1905.     no  pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  25  cents. 

Dlnstrated  Editions  of  Children's  Books.    19 15.    20  pp. 

Story-TeUin^ 

Stories  from  the  Ballads  of  Robin  Hood;  Outlines  for  Story-Telling. 

1914-    38  pp. 
Stories  from  the  Norse;  Outlines  for  Story-Telling.    1914.    22  pp. 

^Stories  to  Tell  to  Children.    2d  edition.    1918.    72  pp.    25  cents. 

Story  Hour  Courses  for  Children  from  Greek  Myths,  the  Iliad  and 

the  Odyssey.    1906.    32  pp. 

Reading  Lifts 

Famous  Rojral  Women;  a  Reading  List  for  Girls.     1908.     11  pp. 

Favorite  Books  of  WeU-known  People  When  They  Were  Boys  and 
Girls.    2d  reprint.     1918.     12  pp. 

^Foreign  Lands  Where  Wonders  Are."    191 1.     14  pp. 

Patriots;  a  Reading  List  for  Boys  and  Girls.     1912.    17  pp. 

^Pennsylvania;  a  Reading  List  for  the  Use  of  Schools,  with  Special 
Reference  to  Indian  Warfare  and  the  Local  History  of  Pitts- 
burgh.   191 1.    83  pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  25  cents. 
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;port  of  the  Committee  on  Buildings 

and  Grounds 

'.  H.  Church,  President: 

ear  Sir: — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  report  of  the 

dian  of  Buildings  and  Grounds  for  the  year  ending  De- 

jr3i,  1918. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Enoch  Rauh, 

pril  21,  1919.  Chairman, 

e  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds: 

entlemen: — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  report  of  the 
tion  of  the  Department  of  Buildings  and  Grounds  of  the 
5gie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  and  its  branches,  and  the  Car- 
Institute,  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  191 8. 
uring  the  year  little  progress  was  made  in  the  way  of  im- 
ments.  This  was  largely  due  to  war  conditions,  as  well 
ick  of  funds  for  the  purpose.  The  shortage  of  help  in  our 
mical  staff  at  times,  made  it  extremely  difficult  to  do 
ing  other  than  make  repairs,  and  these  were  confined 
y  to  such  repairs  as  were  actually  necessary  to  keep  the 
ngs  open. 

elative  to  improvements,  there  are  some  that  should  be 
when  conditions  will  permit.  The  addition  to  the  Main 
.ry  building  was  dedicated  in  1907.  Furnishings  and 
ment  at  that  time  were  abreast  of  the  times.  Since  then, 
ver,  changes  have  taken  place  and  progress  made  to  an 
t  that  we  are  now  in  some  things,  to  a  degree,  antiquated, 
would  apply  in  one  instance  to  electric  lighting.  Large 
of  the  Tungsten  lamp,  are  the  development  of  a  few  years, 
any  places  we  could  substitute  these  in  suitable  fixtures 
Axv  present  unsightly  clusters,  giving  a  better  light  at  a 
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great  saving  in  current.  In  this  connection,  the  requisition^ 
made  by  the  Department  of  Fine  Arts  are  entirely  reasonabl  <i 
and  should  be  made  where  practicable.  These  include  the  chanj 
ing  of  the  natural  and  artificial  lighting  systems  of  their  pictu: 
galleries.  The  change  in  the  natural  lighting  scheme,  besidi 
controlling  or  regulating  the  degree  of  light  desired  for  pictw 
gallery  purposes,  will  lessen  the  heat  from  the  sun  in  the  roonr"» 
during  the  summer  months;  a  condition  much  to  be  desire^cd. 
To  change  the  electric  lighting  system  would  gfive  a  more  desi  ^- 
able  light ;  besides  it  would  mean  that  the  present  hanging  r^^ 
flectors  could  be  removed ;  adding  much  to  the  appearance  cr^f 
the  rooms.  To  wash  the  air,  and  have  a  uniform  degree  a::^^ 
moisture  in  the  galleries  at  all  times,  would  be  ideal.  A  devicr^^ 
for  this  purpose  is  on  the  market  now,  and  is  included  in  tim-  ^ 
requisitions  noted.  I  am  now  investigating  it  with  the  ho] 
that  it  is  adapted  for  our  use,  and  can  be  recommended  for  ii 
stallation.  Their  request  for  space  for  Print  Galleries  and  el< 
vator  service  to  the  floor  selected,  is  in  line  with  the  work  beinj 
done  in  similar  institutions  elsewhere. 

The  above  recommendations  are  mostly  for  the  benefit  o  £ 
the  Museum  and  the  Department  of  Fine  Arts,  and  can  be  me't 
only  by  appropriation  from  Endowment  funds.     Similar  im- 
provements can  be  made  to  advantage  in  that  part  of  the  build- 
ing occupied  by  the  Library  and  at  the  branch  library  building^. 
Prior  to  the  past  four  or  five  years,  I  had  been  able  in  a  measure 
to  keep  pace  with  the  progress  being  made  elsewhere,  due  to  the 
fact  that  each  year,  the  amount  asked  for  the  maintenance  o£ 
this  department  was  granted  in  full.     From  savings  effected 
during  the  year,  coupled  with  a  contingent  fund  that  is  main- 
tained by  rentals  from  the  various  lecture  halls,  sale  of  waste 
paper,  etc.,  from  which  I  could  draw,  I  was  able  to  make  a 
number  of  desirable  improvements.    Among  them  the  changing 
of  the  lighting  system  of  the  Loan  Department  of  the  Main 
Library  building;  the  only  room  in  the  entire  group  of  build- 
ings that  anywhere  approaches  modem  lighting.  Other  changes 
and  improvements  were  made  that  were  much  to  the  advantage 
of  the  buildings  affected,  and  in  many  instances  going  a  long* 
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r  toward  economical  maintenance  of  the  same.  I  have 
med  much  along  these  lines  for  the  future,  and  am  looking 
vard  to  the  time  when  conditions  will  permit  these  plans 
Kg  put  into  execution. 

I  trust  that  consideration  will  be  given  to  this  appropriation 
n  the  City.  If  the  present  standard  of  the  buildings  is  to  be 
ntained,  and  for  which  proper  credit  has  been  given  from 
*  to  time,  it  will  be  positively  necessary  to  grant  all  that  is 
xl  for  each  year. 

The  Lecture  Hall  at  the  Main  Building  was  used  frequently 
ing  the  year  for  meetings  incidental  to  war  work.    The  Re- 
*sal  Room,  in  addition  to  meetings  held  at  various  times  in 
lection  with  war  activities,  was  later  given  over  to  the  War 
ip  Community  Service  for  their  work  with  the  soldiers. 
Dining  Room  was  occupied  for  a  time  in  the  early  part  of 
year  by  a  branch  of  the  Red  Cross  Society.    It  with  the 
ben  was  used  later  as  a  mess  hall  for  the  soldier-students 
le  Technical  Schools.    For  six  months  an  average  of  seven- 
hundred  meals  were  served  daily.    The  Auditoriums  at  the 
ich  libraries  were  also  used  for  meetings  in  connection  with 
work. 

[  submit  herewith  a  detailed  list  of  the  entertainments  given 
le  several  lecture  halls. 

Engagements  for  which  rent  was  charged : 

Lecture  Hall 

5  evenings  at  $30.00 $150.00 

2  evenings  at  $25.00 50.00 

16  evenings  at  $17.50 280.00 

18  evenings  at  $10.00 180.00 

6  evenings  at  $15.00 90.00    $   750.00 

Rehearsal  Room 

39  evenings  at  $5.00 195.00 

Hazelwood  Auditorium 

28  sessions  at  $10.00 $280.00 

4  sessions  at  $7.50 30.00 

2  sessions  at  $5.00 10.00 

4  sessions  at  $1.50 6.00         326.00 
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East  Liberty  Auditorium 

8  evenings  at  $15.00 $120.00 

13  evenings  at  $10.00 130.00        250.00 

Homewood  Auditorium 

8  evenings  at  $20.00 $160.00 

3  evenings  at  $12.50 37.50         197-50 

Total $1,718.50 

Engagements  for  which  no  rent  was  charged : 

Lecture  Hall 48 

Rehearsal  Room 9 

Lawrenceville  Auditorium i 

Hazelwood  Auditorium 20 

East  Liberty  Auditorium 6 

Homewood  Auditorium 16 

The  Music  Hall  was  used  173  times  with  an  aggregate  at- 
tendance of  204,633. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  R.  Cunningham, 
April  19,  1919.  Custodian  of  Buildings  and  Grounds. 
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Report  of  the  Finance  C!ommittee 

I  the  Presidcfit  and  Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen : — The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
megie  Library  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31,  191 9,  is 
follows : 

The  Committee  has  in  its  custody  belonging  to  the  Bemd 
nd 

$19,000 — Pittsburgh,  Shenango  &  Lake  Erie  R.  R.  Co. 
5%  bonds  due  1940 

i,ooo^Union  Steel  Company  5%  bonds  due  1952 

1  securities  belonging  to  the  Mellor  Fund 

$11,000— United   States   Steel   Corp.    10-60  Year   5% 
Sinking  Fund  bonds  due  1963. 

There  was  at  the  close  of  the  year  a  balance  of  revenue  ac- 
nulated  for  investment  amounting  to  $2,072.34  which  has 
ce  been  invested  to  the  extent  of  $1,000  in  H.  C.  Frick  Coke 
.    Purchase  Money  5%  bonds  at  par  and  accrued  interest. 

Your  Committee  does  not  receive,  disburse,  nor  treat  with 

f  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  securities  in  its  custody,  all 

which  is  received  directly  by  the  Treasurer  and  covered  in 

I  Treasurer's  report. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Finance  Committee, 

A.  W.  Mellon, 

April  21,  1919.  Chairman. 
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Report  of  the  Auditor 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  December  31,  igi8. 

Revenue 

Balances  January  i,  1918 $  28,899.75 

(Including  Contingent  and  Special  Funds) 

City  Appropriations 

Building $  70,875.00 

Library 191,625.00      262,500.00 

Collections 

Building 1,120.50 

Library 7.783.37  8,903.87 

Collections,  Special  Funds 

Bernd 1,072.70 

Mellor 955.32 

Schwartz 150.00 

Soho 300.00 

Schenley 1.15  2,179.17 

Collections,  Interest  on  Daily  Bank  Balances 944.13 

303,7^92 

Disbursements 

Building 71,268.74 

Library 188.755.10 

Special  Funds 2,587.41 

Contingent 11,20341      273,814.66 

Balances $  29,912.26 

(Including  Contingent  and  Special  Funds) 

Geo.  F.  Sheers, 

Auditor, 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  Audit 

)*.  H,  Church,  President: 

ear  Sir: — The  Committee  on  Audit  employed  Mr.  H.  M. 
•»on,  accountant,  to  audit  the  books  of  the  Carnegie  Library 
ttsburgh  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  191 8.  The 
t  of  Mr.  Johnson,  together  with  copy  of  the  annual  state- 
is  submitted  herewith.  The  Committee  desires  that  the 
icate  of  Mr.  Johnson,  together  with  this  letter,  be  accepted 
\  report  of  the  Committee  on  Audit. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  Y.  English, 
pril  21,  1919.  Chairman, 


V,  Y.  English,  Chairman,  Auditing  Committee: 

ear  Sir : — We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the 
of  accounts  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  the  City  of  Pitts- 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  19 18  and  found  same 
correct.  Enclosed  herewith  are  reports  of  the  Treasurer 
f  the  Auditor,  covering  the  above  period,  which  reports 
conformity  with  the  books  of  accounts. 
le  securities  belonging  to  the  Bernd  Fund  and  to  the  Mel- 
md  were  found  in  the  safe  deposit  box  of  the  Carnegie 
ite  in  the  Mellon  National  Bank. 

Yours  truly, 

H.  M.  Johnson, 
W.  B.  Trimble, 
>ril  21,  1919.  Accountants. 
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Victor  Polansky  John  S.  Provan  * 

It  time. 
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ORDER  DEPARTMENT 

Pcfft  Hewitt Head  of  Department 

Carrie  A.  Schlesinger  Frances  Conley 

Hettie  M.  Hughes 


CATALOGUE  DEPARTMENT 

ry  E.  Baker    - I. 'cad  of  De/farhncnt 

th  C.  Lawrence First  Assistant 

Ilia  M.  F.  Martin Classifier 

a  S.  Smith  -      -      -       Bibliographer  and  Cataloguer  of  Childrcn*s  Hooks 

Henrietta  M.  Kornhauser  Isabella  O.  Young  ^ 

Ruth  I.  McClintic  Nettie  Breitweiser' 

Susan  A.  Lavely  Margaret  Murphy 

Edith  M.  Tinkler  Louise  Foster 

Margaret  McClean  Katharine  McHugh,  Page 


PRINTING  AND  BINDING  DEPARTMENT 

3.  Scott      ------------      Superintendent 

Mary  B.  Lavely  Mabel  McNabe 

Mary  McHarg  Florence  E.  McCabe 

n  H.  Schmitt,  Shipping  Clerk  J.  Sayenga,  Messenger 

Theodore  Schmieder,  Chauffeur 


PRINTING  DIVISION 

H.  Wundcrlich      --- Foreman 

J.  P.  Bell  Ada  E.  Gates 

George  M.  Younginger  Helen  Clara  Vollmer 

Walter  Hogg 


BINDING   DIVISION 

iper  Behr Foreman 

G.  P.  W.  Wittmer  Marie  Hastings 

Emil  Geissler  Helen  McGee 

H.  E.  Thomas  Helen  Zisterer 

Carl  Shaw  Emilie  Seiwerth 

William  John  Binnall,  Jr.  Marie  Friedman 

Mae  E.  McGee  Sue  McGee 

Mary  Mulvihill  Mary  Ritenbaugh 

^  Part  time.     *  Half  time. 
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LAWRENCEVILLE  BRANCH 

Marie  L.  Fisher Branch  Librarian 

Nell  Lynch First  Assistani 

Edith  R.  Rex  Martha  R.  Neville 

Sarah  H.  Shaw Children's  Librarian 

Emily  W.  Ehrhart 

PAGES 

Gertrude  DeLowry  Anna  Miller 


WEST  END  BRANCH 

Helen  Starr Branch  Librarian 

Martha  A.  Gibson First  Assistant 

Mabel  Davis 
Marian  K.  Wallace Children's  Librarian 

PAGES 

Emma  Schroeder*  John  Anderson' 


WYLIE  AVENUE  BRANCH 

Grace  E.  Windsor      - .---  Branch  Librarian 

Marion  L.  Hatch First  Assistant 

R.  C.  Pickering  Esther  Ginsberg 

Sadie  F.  Bloom  Nettie  Anderson 

Mary  Carson  * 

-- Children's  Librarian 

Margaret  R.  Crabbe  Margaret  Weathenip 

PAGES 

Rebecca  Rosen'  Sarah  Marshall' 

Jeanette  Broner'  Ray  Abramovitz' 

MOUNT  WASHINGTON  BRANCH 

Mabel  E.  Furniss Branch  Librarian 

Mary  Jane  Johnston First  Assistant 

Cora  B.  Davis 

Ebba  E.  Zetterberg Children's  Librarian 

PAGES 

Sara  C  Hall  Margaret  Steffey' 

>  Part  time.     '  Half  titnr. 
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HAZELWOOD  BRANCH 
irriet  T.  Root  -----------  Branch  Librarian 

arlotte  H.  Davis First  Assistant 

Mabel  L.  Love'  Dorothy  Rubenstein' 

Agnes  M.  Green  Alice  M.  McCann 

liettc  E.  Campbell      --------      Children's  Librarian 

Ellen  Leckie 

PAGES 

Florence  V.  Love  '  Sophia  Kormendi 

EAST  LIBERTY  BRANCH 

ibel  A.  Wayne Branch  Librarian 

irgaret  Ormond       - ----  first  Assistant 

Janet  Hileman  Margaret  Hickson 

Sadie  Kabatchnick  A.  Grace  King 

ith  Van  Kirk    ----------      Children's  Librarian 

Elizabeth  E.  Rhine'  Gertrude  A.  Woods 

PAGES 

Emily  Mae  Thomas  ^  Annetta  Kennedy  * 

Helen  McCord '  Olive  Mochel ' 

Emma  Michael' 

SOUTH  SIDE  BRANCH 

;len  E.  McCracken       - Branch  Librarian 

11a  Goldstein       - -----  first  Assistant 

Abigail  C.  Hawkins  Loretta  Kushnak 

Alice  Clare  Kilroy  Lynctte  Coder* 

Ice  Stoeltzing      ---------      Children's  Librarian 

Dorothy  Thompson 

PAGES 

Mathilda  C.  Puida  Ruth  Bookhamer 

HOMEWOOD  BRANCH 

Gertrude  Blanchard --  Branch  Librarian 

mona  E.  Reed ----   first  Assistant 

Clara  L.  Seager  Kathleen  O.  Smith 

Elizabeth  B.  Curry  Ruth  K.  Oberheim 

let  MacCurdy  Scott  --------      Children's  Librarian 

Bertha  V.  McCabe  Eleanor  Fair* 

PAGES 

Margaret  Boettner  Marie  Turrell' 

Clara  Mochel'  Mary  Michael' 

>  Part  time.     «  Half  time. 
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Report  of  the  President 

*oard  of  Trustees  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh: 

Gentlemen: — The  annual  reports  from  the  various  com- 
littees  of  the  Board  which  are  given  to  you  to-day  will  give 
ou  complete  information  concerning  the  operation  of  the  Car- 
egie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  during  the  past  year. 

It  is  with  profound  sorrow  that  I  make  official  report  of 
le  death  of  our  Founder,  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie,  which  oc- 
iirred  on  August  ii,  191 9.  Mr.  Carnegie's  life  was  like  a 
3mance  from  the  fairy  books.  He  came  to  Pittsburgh  from 
is  home  in  Scotland  when  he  was  a  poor  little  boy,  the  son  of 
poor  weaver,  and  by  his  hard  work  and  his  genius  he  amassed 
fortune  that  was  almost  unsurpassed  in  the  history  of  the 
^orld.  Then,  whenever  he  thought  of  beautiful  or  useful 
istitutions  that  could  bring  happiness  and  delight  to  the 
uman  spirit,  he  would  rub  Aladdin's  Lamp  and  straightway 
icy  would  be  created.  He  always  tried  to  give  wisely.  Al- 
lough  he  had  a  large  pension  roll  for  special  and  needy  per- 
Dns,  he  did  not  believe  as  a  matter  of  principle  that  it  was  a 
ood  thing  to  help  people  individually;  but  what  he  tried  to 
o  was  to  help  them  all  in  the  mass  to  help  themselves  by  creat- 
ig  these  institutions  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  world.  He 
ave  extraordinary  thought  to  this  subject.  He  studied  and 
x)k  advice  from  everybody.  When  we  think  of  him  now  we 
innot  agree  with  Mark  Antony's  gloomy  view  of  human 
liaracter:    "The  evil  that  men  do  lives  after  them,  the  good 


is  oft  interred  with  their  bones."  Mr.  Carnegie  did  no  evil 
to  the  hurt  of  the  world.  The  good  he  did  will  live  forever, 
because  every  scientist  who  would  extend  the  boundaries  of 
knowledge,  every  painter  who  longs  to  master  his  art,  every 
boy  and  girl  who  thirsts  for  that  special  instructicMi  which  will 
help  them  to  solve  the  problems  of  their  lives,  will  find  that 
Mr.  Carnegie,  using  his  wealth  as  a  reservoir  of  human  service, 
has  provided  in  this  and  in  other  institutions  the  means  to  such 
achievements. 

Another  loss  fell  upon  us  in  the  death  of  our  beloved  friend, 
Mr.  Enoch  Rauh.  Mr.  Rauh  was  a  member  of  the  Board  by 
reason  of  his  membership  in  the  City  Council,  and  in  his  quiet, 
modest,  but  devoted  way  he  was  a  tower  of  strength  to  us  all. 
He  was  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Buildings  and 
Grounds,  and  his  work  has  left  a  substantial  impress  upon  the 
progress  of  the  Institute. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  make  acknowledgment  of  the 
faithful  and  devoted  services  of  the  entire  membership  of  the 
Library  staff,  and  also  to  testify  to  the  high  standard  of  excel- 
lence at  which  the  buildings  have  been  maintained. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  H.  Church, 

President. 

April  27,  1920. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Library 

Mr.  S.  H.  Church,  President: 

Dear  Sir: — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  twenty-fourth 
annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pitts- 
burgh, for  the  year  ending  December  31,  19 19. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  J.  Turner, 

Chairman. 
April  2y,  1920. 


Report  of  the  Director 

the  Library  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen : — I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  report  of  the 

rk  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  during  the  twenty- 

rth  statistical  year,  ending  December  31,  191 9. 

This   report   has   been   prepared,   not   for   the   technical 

arian,  but  for  the  person  less  intimately  acquainted  with 

details  of  library  administration.    It  is  an  effort  to  give  a 

i's-eye  view  of  the  life  and  problems  of  the  Library.     In 

le  instances,  as  for  example  in  the  case  of  the  Wylie  Avenue 

Lnch  Library,  the  report  takes  the  form  of  the  narration  of 

dents  actually  occurring  at  that  branch  within  a  period  of 

y-eight  hours,  the  purpose  being  to  give  something  of  the 

losphere  and  color  of  work  at  branches  of  that  character. 

i  report  of  the  South  Side  Branch  also  gives  a  close  range 

V  of  working  conditions.     The  general  problems  of  the 

rary  are  discussed  in  the  committee  reports.    For  example, 

question  of  the  uniformity  of  Library  service  to  different 

ions  of  the  city  led  to  a  survey  which  makes  up  the  bulk  of 

report  of  the  Committee  on  Circulation.    In  all  cases,  the 

acts  are  taken  direct  from  the  reports  of  the  assistants  in 

•ge  of  the  work,  and  picture  their  problems  as  they  see 

n.     With  these  pictures  are  given,  it  is  hoped,  sufficient 

stical  data  to  satisfy  the  library  expert. 

This  portrayal  of  library  work  gives  some  idea  of  the 

^rtunities  open  to  the  Library.     The  possible  paths  of 


service  are  almost  unlimited;  certainly  they  are  far  greater 
than  we  have  yet  realized.  Of  the  need  of  that  service,  par- 
ticularly in  the  unsettled  conditions  of  to-day,  there  can  be  no 
question.  The  problems  to  be  solved  are  racial,  pcJitical,  eco- 
nomic, educational,  vocational ;  and  on  all  these  questions  the 
Library  has  something  to  offer.  Then,  too,  the  shortening  of 
hours  of  labor  and  the  resulting  increase  of  leisure  time  empha- 
sizes the  need  of  the  free  library  as  one  agency  that  serves  to 
make  this  leisure  a  boon  and  not  a  menace  to  the  community. 
As  a  recreational  agency,  as  an  information  and  community 
center,  as  an  educational  institution,  the  Library  has  not  only 
an  opportunity  but  an  obligation  to  fulfill. 

But  there  is  a  more  difficult  problem  than  merely  meeting 
the  demands  for  service  that  are  brought  to  the  Library.  The 
big  problem  is  to  get  to  the  great  masses  of  the  commimity  the 
fact  that  the  Library  has  something  to  give  them,  some  service 
f)f  value  to  them  as  individuals.  A  considerable  effort  has 
accordingly  been  made  to  get  to  different  groups  of  the  com- 
munity the  particular  service  that  the  Library  can  render 
them  and  their  work.  We  hope  to  make  still  greater  effort  in 
this  direction  in  the  future,  for  we  are  convinced  that  definite 
individualized  service  means  new  converts  to  the  library  idea. 

• 

Nineteen  hundred  nineteen  was  a  very  successful  year  for 
the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh,  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful in  its  history.  The  gain  in  volume  of  work  over  the  pre- 
ceding: yc«ir  >s  shown  by  the  following  facts  selected  from 
departmental  reports : 

Alxiut  two  hundred  fifty  thousand  more  books  were  circu- 
lated. 

Twenty  thousand  more  books  were  consulted  for  reference 
purposes. 

The  attendance  showed  a  corresponding  increase. 
More  new  borrowers  were  added  than  in  any  previous  year. 
Over  seventeen  thousand  residents  of  Pittsburgh  who  had 
never  used  the  Library  became  registered  borrowers. 


Nearly  twelve  thousand  more  people  used  the  Reference 
apartment  than  in  191 8. 
There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  requests 
r  information,  the  gain  in  the  Reference  Department  alone 
ing  over  twenty-five  thousand. 

The  Technology  Department's  correspondence  alone  ex- 
»ded  to  thirty-two  states  and  many  foreign  countries. 
There  were  more  blind  borrowers  than  in  previous  years, 
luding  twenty-six  who  are  just  learning  to  read. 
The  extension  work  was  increased,  twenty-seven  library 
mcies  having  been  added. 

The  evidence  of  appreciation  of  the  Library  and  of  library 
vice  was  more  pronounced  than  in  any  previous  year,  and 
recognition  given  the  work  and  the  staff  by  both  the  general 
)lic  and  the  press  of  the  city  was  most  cordial.  A  number 
new  projects  of  value  to  library  work  were  initiated  and 
ler  carried  to  completion  or  advanced  to  such  a  stage  that 
ir  worth  has  been  definitely  demonstrated.  The  effective- 
s  of  the  committee  form  of  organization  for  this  library  has 
n  proved  beyond  question.  It  has  been  a  year  of  internal 
elopment  and  external  growth.  The  increased  amount  of 
ds  appropriated  by  the  city  for  the  Library  is  also  gratefully 
nowledged. 

These  results  have  been  made  possible  only  through  the 
il  and  efficient  service  of  the  staff,  who  to  a  remarkable 
ree  have  maintained  their  poise  and  kept  steadily  at  work 
he  face  of  unsettled  and  often  adverse  conditions.  Like  all 
aries,  and  indeed,  all  industrial  organizations,  the  work  of 
library  has  suffered  from  many  resignations  and  the  con- 
lent  changes  in  personnel  of  the  staff.  This  has  but 
ilted  in  redoubled  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  assistants 
aining,  and  as  a  consequence,  the  loss  of  momentum  has 
1  comparatively  slight.  For  these  efforts,  and  for  the 
rage  and  loyalty  that  inspired  them,  both  the  public  and 
Director  are  deeply  obligated. 


It  is  impossible  to  mention  the  individual  services,  either 
of  those  who  have  remained  in  the  organization,  or  of  those 
who  have  left  us  to  continue  their  valuaUe  work  elsewhere. 
The  resignation  of  Miss  Margaret  Mann,  who  for  sixteen 
years  had  been  in  charge  of  the  Catalogue  Department,  de- 
serves special  mention*  Miss  Mann,  by  reason  of  her  personal 
qualities,  her  training,  and  her  years  of  experience,  had  come 
to  be  a  most  important  factor,  not  only  in  the  work  of  this 
library,  but  in  the  whole  field  of  library  work.  Her  resigna- 
tion was  a  loss  to  this  library  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  over- 
come. 

The  work  and  problems  of  the  Library  are  discussed  in 
the  following  pages  by  members  of  the  staff  who  are  actually 
doing  the  work  and  solving  the  problems.  They  have  done 
this  so  thoroughly  and  so  understandingly  that  there  remains 
little  for  me  to  say  beyond  the  endorsement  of  their  statements 
and  the  approval  of  their  plans. 


Committee  on  Adult  Book  Selection 

FlOM  THE  KBPOKT  OF  MxtS  StBWAET,  ChaIBMAM 

The  committee  has  held  its  weekly  meetings  r^^arly 
throughout  the  year.  Aside  from  purchasing  books  through 
the  regular  aids  of  trade  literature  and  reviews,  the  committee 
has  examined  weekly  consignments  of  boc4cs  sent  on  approval 
by  local  booksellers.  Many  of  these  books  it  is  possible  to 
accept  or  reject  upon  a  rapid  examination.  Others  require  more 
careful  reading.  Nearly  eight  hundred  books  were  received 
on  approval,  of  which  about  six  hundred  were  retained. 

For  the  purpose  of  deciding  in  cases  of  doubt,  nearly  four 
hundred  of  these  books  have  been  read,  including  works  of 
fiction,  all  of  which  are  read  before  being  added  to  the  Library. 

The  members  of  the  committee  and  others  on  the  staff  to 
whom  special  subjects  are  assigned  and  who  are  responsible 
for  building  up  the  Library's  collection  in  these  fields,  have 
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]e  satisfactory  progress  considering  the  limited  time  they 
e  been  aUe  to  devote  to  this  work.  Especially  has  this  been 
t  in  the  fields  of  ethics,  drama,  literary  criticism,  and  music 
res.  In  this  latter  subject  more  works  have  been  added  this 
r  than  in  any  one  year  since  191 2  when  a  large  collection 
I  purchased. 

The  several  memorial  funds  for  the  purchase  of  books 
special  subjects  are  a  source  of  g^eat  benefit  to  the  city, 
lough  the  annual  income  from  the  J.  D.  Bemd  Fund  the 
rary  is  building  up  one  of  the  best  collections  in  the  country 
odes  on  architecture  and  decoration.  The  Schwartz  Fund 
enabled  the  Library  to  make  its  collection  of  books  on 
cs  a  notable  one.  The  C.  C.  Mellor  Fund  for  books  on 
oen  will  in  time  make  the  collection  on  this  subject  one  of 
illy  high  rank. 

rhese  and  other  similar  memorial  funds  established  by 
ic  spirited  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  form  gifts  of  constantly 
casing  value  both  to  the  casual  reader  and  to  the  research 
ker  and  specialist. 

\s  it  is  the  pcrficy  of  the  Library  to  enlist  the  co-operation 

s  readers  in  the  purchase  of  books,  many  books  are  added 

year  at  the  suggestion  of  individual  readers.    The  Library 

appreciates  the  services  of  a  number  of  specialists  in 

ms  fields  whose  suggestions  for  the  purchase  of  books 

been  of  great  value. 

CSommittee  on  Juvenile  Book  Selection 

Fkom  TBI  uroKT  or  Miss  Powcs,  Chaiekam 

Tie  selection  and  purchase  of  books  by  the  Childrens 
irtment  during  1919  have  been  complicated  by  irregular 
uction  and  fluctuating  prices.  Many  books  have  not  been 
shed  after  being  announced  and  many  standard  books 
erly  duplicated  frequently,  such  as  Scudder's  "Children's 
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ing  oolj  the  -Gas^ined  Catalogne'*  and  the 
•Monthly  Banecn"  as  exchange  material  .\n  other  poblica- 
^s  are  ro  be  cxisioered  as  rins,  not  as  exchanges,  for  the 
revised  tree  mailfng  list. 

cooiL  ^P!^'^'^^  '^^^  ^^'^^  -=^--^  for  replacements  and  added 
^^^~^^  jxn-enile  order  list 


>  prepared  by  the  Jnveoik 


)k  Selection  Committee  and  the  adult  list  by  the  Adult  Book 
ection  Committee ;  the  final  revision  for  printing  was  in  the 
ds  of  this  committee.  The  items  included  in  the  lists  were 
ior,  title,  publisher,  and  price.  The  juvenile  list  consisted 
Mghteen  pages  and  the  adult  of  forty-eight  pages. 

3.  The  buying  of  extra  copies  of  newspapers  for  binding. 
Tie  committee  recommended  that  extra  copies  of  news- 
ers  be  bought  for  binding,  since  a  considerable  money  saving 
id  be  effected  by  adopting  this  procedure  instead  of  con- 
ing the  former  one  of  cleaning  and  repairing  copies  which 
been  in  use. 

^  Method  of  expenditure  of  juvenile  book  funds. — In 
il  the  plan  of  the  Juvenile  Book  Selection  Committee  to 
id  at  once  fifty  per  cent  of  the  juvenile  book  fund,  minus 
outstanding  orders,  for  replacements  and  added  copies  was 
mmended  by  this  committee.  By  this  method  books  could 
ought  early  in  the  year  so  they  could  be  ready  when  needed, 
as  also  a  matter  of  economy  on  account  of  the  continued 
in  prices. 

rhe  work  of  cataloguing  the  Library  publications  for  the 
:e  file  is  progressing,  and  a  plan  has  been  adopted  by  the 
nittee  by  which  all  publications  of  the  Library  are  procured 
le  same  time  for  all  departments  and  branches  that  desire 
I. 

C!ommittee  on  Circulation 

FlOM   TBB    BXrOKT   OF    MlU    BULLOCK,    CHAIRMAN 

[Tie  Committee  on  Circulation  has  made  to  the  Director 
nmendations  upon  the  requests  presented  for  establishing 

agencies.  Stations  for  the  use  of  their  employees  were 
ed  at  the  Miller-Saw  Trimmer  Company,  Kaufmann's, 

Meyer  Jonasson's.  Through  the  Schools  Division  a 
ction  of  books  was  sent  to  Lee  School,  open  to  the  people 
at  commimity. 


we  can  bsLrt  2A£aaatx^  asss? 

fredj.    A  dc^vmowr:  staiko.  acrrs^ftir  to  the  fidbfic,  is  the 

mo^  izx^jr'jacxi  iorm  of  sersice  for  die  Ubrarr  to  tmdcrtalDe. 

^^Jks  vtre  kat  to  ±e  xibrarj  at  Parkriew  Hospital  and 
uf^^jn  the  recrjoznesdaticQ  cf  this  omraniifre  die  LibrarT 
pnnted  aryi  ^strxbcred  some  TocariGczal  fists.  These  lists  were 
cr^npHtd  in  the  Tedmoio^  Depamneot.  It  was  also  sag- 
gcsterf  that  oot  of  the  large  ballctin  beards  in  die  corridor  be 
nriCfi  for  vocational  information. 

A  partial  survey  of  the  dtj  of  Phtsbnrgfa  (not  iDdading 
the  Xorth  Side ;  in  regard  to  library  facilities  shows  the  follow- 
ing districts  to  be  less  adeqoateiy  covered  by  the  agencies  of  the 
Library  of  Pittsburgh  than  other  districts. 


DiSTWCT  I.     Omprising  Wards  2  and  6. 

Ward  2.  Estimated  popfolation.  191 5.  14.807.  Card 
holders,  1.005,  ^^  ^ix  per  cent — jtnrenile.  555 :  adtih,  450.  This 
ward  includes  the  down-town  residence  district  betnecn 
Liberty  .Avenue  and  the  .Allegheny  River  and  extends  cast  to 
Twent>'-se\'enth  StreeL  The  ispptr  line  of  this  district  is  four- 
teen blocks  from  the  Lawrenceville  Branch.  It  is  cut  off  from 
the  Wylie  .Avenue  Branch  by  a  high  Muff  and  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  tracks.  There  are  two  public  schools  and  three 
parochial  schools.  There  is  a  station  in  the  Ralston  School 
building  cf)en  one  afternoon  and  evening,  which  is  used  chiefly 
by  children  who  arc  registered.  The  Springfield  School  sta- 
tion, open  one  afternoon  and  evening  each  week,  is  just  over 
the  line  in  Ward  6  and  is  used  bv  manv  children  and  adults 
living  in  Ward  2. 

School  enrollment : 

Parochial  schools — 1,268 

Public  schools.  Ward  2 — 3,985 
Foreign  nationalities  represented — See  Ward  6. 
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Ward  6.  This  is  the  foreign  district  adjoining  Ward  2 
ween  Twenty-seventh  and  Fortieth  Streets,  the  All^heny 
^er,  and  Ridgeway  and  Monroe  Streets.  The  southern  part 
the  ward  is  separated  from  the  northern  part  by  a  deep 
lly.  It  contains  four  public  schools  and  three  parochial 
ools.  The  estimated  population  of  Ward  6  is  26,689. 
g^stration,  2,914,  or  ten  per  cent — adult,  1,123,  or  four  per 
t;  juvenile,  1,791,  or  six  per  cent. 

School  enrollment: 

Parochial  schools — 2,432 
Public  schools — 2,174 

Foreign  nationalities  represented — Croatian,  Italian,  Jew- 
ish, Lithuanian,  Polish,  Russian,  Serbian,  Swedish, 
Greek,  Chinese,  and  Negro. 

5TRICT  2. 

The  second  district  greatly  in  need  of  increased  library 
ilities  is  the  Beltzhoover  district  of  the  Eighteenth  Ward, 
e  estimated  population  of  this  ward  is  20,349.  Registration, 
56,  or  eight  per  cent.  A  few  people  in  this  district  use  the 
runt  Washington  Branch  and  a  few  the  South  Side  Branch, 

they  are  separated  from  both  branch  districts  by  hills  and 
leys.  The  children  are  partly  cared  for  through  large  class- 
>m  collections  in  the  Allen,  Beltzhoover,  Montooth,  and  Bon 
•  schools.  Formerly  there  was  a  Library  station  in  this  dis- 
:t.    There  are  two  parochial  schools  and  four  public  schools. 

School  enrollment : 

Parochial  schools — 1,243 

Public  schools — 2,303 
Nationalities  represented — Chiefly  American. 

STRICT  3. 

Ward  10  comprises  two  distinct  neighborhoods.  The 
)mingside  district  is  nearest  the  East  Liberty  Branch.  It  is 
efly  residential.    The  other  district  lies  over  the  hill  along 
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le  triangle  is  a  deep  valley  where  the  Bloomf  ield  mills  and  the 
ennsylvania  Railroad  tracks  lie.  The  estimated  population 
'  18,938.  There  are  two  public  schools,  both  of  which  have 
.assroom  collections,  and  two  parochial  schools.  Lawrence- 
ille  Branch,  East  Liberty  Branch,  and  the  Central  Library 
apply  books  to  parts  of  this  district,  though  no  one  of  them  is 
isily  accessible  and  no  one  lies  within  the  ward.  The  library 
*gistration  for  this  ward  is  3,122,  or  sixteen  per  cent — adults, 
,161;  juvenile,  961. 

School  enrollment : 

Parochial  schools — 983 

Public  schools — 1,196 
Foreign  nationalities  represented — German. 

teTRICT  6. 

Ward  19.  A  wide  spread  area  in  the  West  Liberty  district, 
lie  district  is  a  residential  one,  recently  opened  up.  There  are 
even  public  schools  in  two  of  which  are  deposit  stations. 
Ticse  stations  are  open  one  afternoon  and  evening  each  week. 
Tic  estimated  population  is  30,316.  The  library  registration 
5fi94>  or  seventeen  per  cent — adult,  2,789;  juvenile,  2,405. 
liere  are  five  parochial  schools  and  eleven  public  schools. 

School  enrollment : 

Parochial  schools — 2,029 

Public  schools — 5,481 
Foreign  nationalities  represented — Italian. 

District  7. 

Ward  16.  Lies  on  the  south  side  of  the  Monongahela 
iver.  It  has  two  distinct  areas — one  in  the  valley  along  the 
!ver,  and  the  other  among  the  hills  some  hundreds  of  feet 
bove  the  river.  A  large  part  of  the  valley  district  is  occupied 
y  mills.  The  South  Side  Branch  is  located  on  the  border  of 
lis  ward,  in  the  valley.  The  estimated  population  is  21,261. 
Tie  adult  registration  is   1,580;  juvenile,  2,114 — ^making  a 
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imaJ  M  i/694,  or  scFCBUBB  per  ocbl    Thoc  are 
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Parrcnial  sdaools — 1.377 
Pafclk  sdKcIi — 2,269 

Fortxgn  naticc^Ixties  reprcscxiied — Croadsm  Gcmian,  Hnn- 
garian.  iTalian.  Jewish.  LithnariTan.  Perish,  Rossiaiit 
Serbian.  Sl'^ralran.  Swedish. 

See  also 


DlSTMCT  8- 

Ward  12.  An  irregular  narrow  strip  from  ETerett  Street, 
East  Libert^-,  east  to  the  dtr  linms.  The  East  Liiertj  end  of 
the  ward  is  largely  foreign  and  is  cut  by  a  deep  ravine.  The 
eastern  end  is  rather  sparsely  settled  and  is  separated  frooi  East 
Liberty  by  another  ravine.  East  Liberty  Branch  Library  is 
located  on  the  extreme  western  edge  of  the  ward.  The  ward 
contains  three  public  schools  and  four  parochial  schools,  with 
an  enrollment  of  1.193  for  parochial  and  3^10  for  public 
schools.  The  estimated  population  is  24.294.  The  rcgistratioD 
is  4.606,  or  eighteen  per  cent — ^adult,  2. 161 :  juvenile,  961. 

Foreign  nationalities  represented — Italian. 

District  9. 

Ward  I.  A  long  strip  extending  between  Fifth  .\venue  and 
the  Monongahela  River  from  Soho  to  the  Point.  It  contains 
one  grade  school.  Forbes.  This  is  a  school  station  and  is  open 
to  children  two  afternoons  each  week.  Fifth  j\venue  High 
School  in  this  ward  is  also  a  school  station.  The  estimated 
pcqnilation  is  11.897.  Library-  registration.  2.159 — adult, 
957 :  juvenile,  1,202. 

School  enrollment : 

Parochial  schools^— o 

Public  schools — 2.200 
Foreign  nationalities  represented — Italian.  Jewish. 
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Wrrmy  €i  City  Wm4s  WwifiM  Ukrmrj  Borrowers  is  Emk  Wm4. 


555 

Xi€05 

I»202 

2,159 

724 

1,756 

1,791 

2.914 

1,582 

2,922 

1,936 

3.489 

2,114 

3,694 

2,033 

3,905 

2^88 

4,456 

96X 

3,122 

2,227 

4,606 

3,599 

6,329 

2,405 

5,194 

4,048 

7,072 

809 

4,083 

3,1" 

6,410 

905 

4,911 

2,033 

6,040 

4,196 

8,791 

3,327 

10,904 

Wmrdi  Adah  Juvenile  Total 

Second 450 

First 957 

Eighteenth 1,032 

Sixth 1,123 

Tenth 1,340 

Seventeenth 1,553 

Sixteenth 1,580 

Ninth 1,872 

Twentieth 1,968 

Eighth 2,161 

Twelfth 2,379 

Fifteenth 2,730 

Nineteenth 2,789 

Third.   3,024 

Seiwnth 3,274 

Fifth 3,299 

Fourteenth 4,006 

Eleventh 4,007 

Thirteenth. 4,595 

Fourth 7,577 

Total 51,716  42,046  93,762 

Committee  on  Reference  Work 

Fmou  TBS  KKPoiT  OP  Miss  Stbwait,  Chairman 

The  work  of  this  committee  is  the  improvement  of  the  ref- 
rence  service  throughout  the  Library  system.  Its  meetings 
ire  devoted  to  discussions  of  difficulties  and  problems  in  the 
^ork,  and  suggestions  for  improvement  and  extension.  The 
ubjects  discussed  are  in  many  instances  referred  to  the 
oonthly  meetings  of  the  branch  librarians  and  the  Reference 
Jbrarian  for  more  detailed  discussion  and  working  out  of 
ians. 

During  1 91 8  the  efforts  of  the  committee  were  devoted 
hiefly  to  the  improvement  of  the  reference  work  with  adults 
ind  the  enlargement  of  the  collections  of  reference  books  in  the 
tranches.  This  year  reference  work  with  children  has  received 
pecial  consideration.    As  last  year  the  Director  made  a  special 
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irctrrcc:iir?rc  ::  S:  :*5  f  :c  tJw  rrrrchise  cf  reference  books  for 

50  f:r  liJO  £  >>ecil  f=K:  of  Si.ooo  has  been 
re  tbe  cfir£*ird*>  ntferesce  ol-ectioas- 

17  p:55s5£rcln:-e5  f  ?r  increasing  refcr- 
rx  sert-ize,  bcit  it  feels  that  at 


Cominkfec  00  GoK^pcrttioo  with  Sclioob 

\'jLr??G>  niiirrrrs  .-^f  nrenesc  i::  mraectioa  with  the  inter- 
cocrse  ^<t*egu  scb-xxs  xDi  libnrr  have  been  discussed  at 


:he5<  rxtcr:^^  >c:  ±3e  escjLSzs  has  bees  placed  npon  making 
an  cxiijrie  f.^  a  c.^crse  ::  irscracri.^  oc  Ae  use  of  the  Library 
which,  after  lescr^  ar>i  rryirsf  saccessful.  might  be  incorpo- 


^< 


Mear.mhije  rxnt  :>  an  rs=jccia»  rjecessity  for  creating  a 
fwLing  of  nKTCcsirolirr  r.-^wori  L£Sr*ry  property  and  for  sccur- 
inj  grvirer  cire  ir  r>e  -«  of  LiNrary  Sxfcs  00  the  pflirt  of  the 
schcvl  cht'cner.,  ir>i  f  :r  briri^r::^  a  kr^rwledce  of  the  resources 
i>£  the  Lr>nry  r.-^  Sxh  ^Mvher?  i::>d  pcpils.  To  meet  this  need 
a  >u§sesd\^  ralk  f  .^r  a  "Mbrxry  day"  has  been  worked  out  in 
detail  arc  ?ubr.'ine\i  rr  the  >rprrfr.:er^5cni  of  schools  for  ap- 
pr.^\-i!.    I:  :>  h.w-i  :hi:  early  in  iax>  diis  talk  can  be  given  by 


Committee  oo  Commonitr  Work 


The  nx^  in^jcrmi::  wv>rk  a»x\:<npl:shed  during  the  year 
has  been  v  A>  determining  and  defining  the  aims  and  duties  of 
the  Communis*  Work  Committee ;  and  <  B »  outlining,  as  specif- 
ically as  possible,  the  present  and  farjre  policies  of  the  Library 
in  its  relation  to  the  community  it  is  srri\-ing  to  serve,  the  latter 
having  been  asked  for  by  the  Director. 

Discussion  of  the  duties  and  aims  of  the  committee  led  to 
die  following  conclusions : 
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1.  The  duties  of  the  committee  are  advisory  rather  than 
executive  or  legislative. 

2.  Its  aims  are : 

a.  To  gather  from  the  community  and  disseminate 
throughout  the  Library  information  concerning  the 
needs  of  the  community  for  service  which  the 
Library  can  render. 

b.  To  advance  in  every  possible  way  a  knowledge  in 
the  community  of  the  function  of  the  public  library. 

c.  To  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Director  and  the 
Advisory  Council  possibilities  of  Library  extension 
to  existing  Library  activities. 

d.  To  further  any  practical  plan  for  co-operation  with 
organized  community  agencies. 

e.  To  secure  information  regarding  the  community 
activities  of  public  libraries  generally. 

f.  To  co-ordinate  the  work  of  this  committee  with  that 
of  other  committees  and  with  the  departments  doing 
community  work,  in  such  a  way  as  to  avoid  dupli- 
cation, and  to  strengthen  organization. 

As  a  means  of  determining  the  present  and  future  policies 
[  the  Library  in  its  relations  with  the  community,  the  com- 
littee  first  assembled  the  ways  and  means  now  used  by  the 
ibrary  for  establishing  contact  with  the  community.  These 
lay  be  briefly  outlined  as  follows : 

I.    To  establish  possible  points  of  contact  with  the  indi- 
vidual or  group  of  individuals  not  using  it,  the  Library 

a.  Issues  illustrated  handbook  of  the  Library  (with 
other  Departments  of  the  Institute. ) 

b.  Sends  cards  of  general  invitation  to  the  Library,  and 
postal  cards  calling  attention  to  material  on  a  sub- 
ject in  which  a  reader  is  known  to  be  interested. 

c.  Distributes  bulletins  and  lists  both  to  the  general 
public  and  to  individuals  or  groups  particularly 
interested  in  the  subject  treated. 
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e.  Helps  to  acquaint  with  each  other  representative 
leaders  working  in  the  same  field.  ( Done  by  Com- 
munity Work  Committee  and  all  agencies  working 
with  the  public. ) 

f.  Invites  representatives  from  other  organizations  to 
present  their  work  before  meetings  of  Library  staff. 
( Etone  by  Community  Work  Committee. ) 

g.  Establishes  contact  with  representative  organiza- 
tions through  members  of  Library  staff. 

3.    To  make  the  Library  a  more  effective,  vital  force,  effort 
is  made  by  the  Library  to  inspire,  initiate,  and  promote 

a.  Americanization.  (Done  by  all  agencies  working 
with  the  public  and  by  the  Americanization  Com- 
mittee. ) 

b.  Work  with  the  blind.  (Done  through  Division  of 
Work  with  the  Blind,  supplemented  by  entire  staff.) 

c.  Clubs:  reading,  citizenship,  debating,  etc. 

d.  Child  welfare,  commimity  gardening,  etc. 

(c  and  d  done  by  all  departments  working  with  the 
public  either  in  advisory  or  supervisory  capacity.) 

e.  Group  work  with  children :  Boy  Scouts,  Girl  Scouts, 
Camp  Fire  Girls,  etc. 

f.  Story-telling  and  book  talks  in  Library  buildings 
and  elsewhere. 

(e  and  f  done  by  all  departments.) 

The  discussion  of  this  question  is  still  current  in  meetings 
the  committee  and  of  the  Advisory  Council. 

A  survey  to  determine  whether  foreign  books  serve  as  a 
ans  of  inducing  the  new  American  to  use  the  English 
guage  was  recommended  by  the  Advisory  Council  in  the 
ing,  and  the  Community  Work  Committee  was  authorized 
have  supervision  of  the  plan  of  this  work,  which  is  being 
le  at  the  South  Side  Branch  for  one  year,  beginning  July 
,  1919- 
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The  number  of  pcrsccs  and  insctmictii  who  made  gifts  to 
the  Library  was  1^5+    Fr«n  these  soarces  we  received  3^29 


a«H  ,  J'  ^'**^  pamphlets.  5:21  single  amnbers  of  periodicals, 

9na  23fj  mane       Tl.^ . 

our  b«Jc  JT'  ^^'"'  P*«  °»  this  materia]  was  pat  into 

^-Ilection  and  made  a%-ailable  to  the  paWic 


The  9,082  pamphlets  represent  an  increase  of  3,919,  or 
»venty-five  per  cent  over  the  number  received  in  191 8.  This 
ui  be  attributed  to  the  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  re- 
uests  received  from  the  Reference  Department  for  pamphlet 
laterial  for  use  in  the  "information  file."  While  it  has  not 
;emed  practicable  to  keep  a  count  of  each  pamphlet  written 
)r,  we  did  count  the  number  of  pieces  of  second  class  mail 
reived  in  the  Order  Department  during  five  months,  with 
le  following  result : 

July 658  pieces 

September 469      " 

October 327      " 

November 498      " 

December 504 


ft 


Total 2^56  pieces 

Some  idea  of  the  labor  involved  in  handling  this  material 
n  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  each  piece  has  to  be  opened, 
e  donor's  name  entered  on  the  gift  list,  an  acknowledgment 
ailed  ♦o  the  donor,  the  file  of  outstanding  orders  searched  to 
e  if  the  pamphlet  has  been  ordered,  and,  if  an  order  is  found, 
e  pamphlet  started  through  to  the  Catalogue  Room.  In  case 
)  order  is  foimd,  then  the  title  must  be  looked  up  in  the  refer- 
ice  catalogue  to  determine  whether  or  not  it  is  already  in  our 
>llection.  If  it  is  not,  the  department  interested  is  consulted 
find  out  if  the  pamphlet  shall  be  added  to  the  collection. 

Limitation  of  space  prevents  the  naming  of  all  the  friends 
the  Library  who  gave  generously  of  their  books  that  others 
50  might  enjoy  them,  but  the  following  persons  are  represen- 
tive  of  the  larger  givers : 

Mr.   M.  W.   Acheson.     Sixty-nine  volumes  of  miscel- 
neous  books. 

Mrs.  Morris  Baer.    Set  of  "Jewish  Encyclopedia." 

Mr.  Samuel  Harden  Church.     Seventy-nine  voliunes 
id  five  hundred  thirty-three  pamphlets  on  the  World  War. 
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^3^es  and  rej>:-rts : 


Additions  nd  Witiidrmrdb  from  Um  Book  CollMtioo 

1919 


Central  Library 

Added 

Reference 3.979 

Adult ♦5,619 

Juvenile  reference 47 

Juvenile  circulating tS,264 

Total 14,909 


Withdrawn 

Total 

24 

3.955 

751 

*4,868 

47 

t2,803 

t2^6l 

3.578 


ih33^ 


Branches 


Reference 

Adult 

Juvenile  reference 

Juvenile  circulating 


14,662 


Total 29,571 


7.433 


11,011 


'Includes  books  in  blind  collection. 

tlndudet  books  in  schools  and  home  library  collections. 


7.2J9 


18,560 


Number  of  Volumes  Catalogued 

1919 

Preriously          During  Total 
reported           the  year 

Central  Library *397,657        *I4'909  ♦412,566 

Lawrcnceville  Branch 49,133            i,438  5o,57i 

West  End  Branch 27,512              945  28^57 

Wylie  Avenue  Branch 75,8i5            3,i52  78,967 

Mount  Washington  Branch...      27,137              962  28,099 

Hazelwood   Branch 33fi22            1,399  35,221 

East  Liberty  Branch 55,456            2,346  57,8o2 

South  Side  Branch 27,024           2,107  29,131 

Homewood  Branch 30,001            1,909  31,910 

Schenley  High  School 2,180               404  2,584 

Total 725,737         29,571  t755,3o8 

'Includes  books  in  schools,  home  library,  and  blind  collections. 

tThe  excess  of  this  total  over  that  of  the  volumes  on  the  shelves  at  the  close  of 

lie  year  represents  the  number  of  volumes  worn  out,  destroyed,  or  withdrawn,  and 
luplicates  transferred  and  recatalogued,  from  the  opening  of  the  Library  in  1895  to  the 
sUmc  of  the  period  covered  by  this  report 
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Frcfs  the  preceding  rabjcs  h  win  be  seen  that  ^571 
TohnDCs  were  catalogued  dming  the  year.    This  total  indute 


duplicate  copies,  replacements,  and  continuations,  in  the  hand- 
ling of  which  only  changes  in  already  existing  records  were 
necessary,  changes  requiring  time  and  care  although  not  dif fi- 
nilt  to  make. 

New  titles  requiring  classification  which  were  added  during 
lie  year  numbered  3,930  and  represented  about  half  the  entire 
lumber  of  volumes.  These  new  titles  combined  with  those  in 
)rocess  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  give  a  total  of  4,155  for 
he  various  catalogues,  adult  and  juvenile.  Central  and 
tranches,  comprising  50,767  cards. 

Reprints  made  necessary  by  additions  and  by  the  acquisi- 
ion  of  new  information  have  involved  1,948  entries  and  14,912 
ards,  making  a  grand  total  of  6,103  titles  and  65,679  cards 
tiserted  in  the  various  catalogues.  These  figures  begin  to  have 
ome  significance  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  Catalogue 
)epartment  was  responsible  not  only  for  the  preparation  and 
evision  of  copy  for  these  entries,  but  also  for  the  placing  of  the 
ntire  103,341  cards  in  their  correct  positions  with  reference  to 
11  the  thousands  previously  reported. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  first  three  classes  of  the 
Durth  series  of  the  "Classified  Catalogue"  were  in  press. 
Vom  January  through  September  the  work  was  carried  on  as 
art  of  the  regular  routine  of  the  department.  The  first  five 
asses  were  issued  during  that  time  and  the  second  proof  of  the 
oo's  was  read.  October  first  a  special  half  time  appointment 
as  made,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  500's  were  in  page- 
roof,  the  6oo*s  and  700's  were  in  the  printers'  hands  for  addi- 
ons,  and  the  first  reading  of  the  8oo's  was  well  under  way. 

Work  on  the  "Catalogue  of  Children's  Books"  progressed 
ivorably  during  the  year.  A  full  account  will  appear  in  the 
jport  of  the  Childrens  Department. 

Throughout  this  year  of  changes,  each  member  of  the  staff 
IS  put  forth  her  best  effort  and  has  given  most  loyal  and 
jthful  service. 
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Publications 

FlOM  THB  KEPOIT  OF   MiSS  CaBPEITTEB 

The  aim  for  the  publications  during  the  past  year  was  three- 
fold: to  keep  up  to  their  established  level  those  publications 
which  have  in  past  years  proved  their  usefulness,  to  bring  up  to 
date  those  publications  which  were  dielayed  by  conditions 
developing  out  of  the  war,  and  to  provide  some  publications  of 
a  type  popular  enough  to  appeal  to  people  whose  interests  arc 
not  reached  through  the  formal  Library  publications. 

The  ''Monthly  Bulletin"  was  issued  as  usual  each  month 
except  August  and  September.  The  "Title-Page,"  "Table  of 
Contents,"  and  "Index  to  Authors"  for  the  volimic  of  1918 
were  issued  with  the  number  for  March  191 9.  The  volume  for 
1 91 9  contains  628  pages. 

The  character  of  the  magazine  secticm  of  the  "Monthly 
Bulletin"  was  changed  somewhat;  fewer  lists  than  formerly, 
and  more  brief  articles  on  subjects  of  current  interest  were 
included.  In  the  numbers  from  January  to  October  appeared 
the  list  of  the  "Books  of  Interest  in  Connection  with  the  War" 
which  were  added  to  the  Library  during  the  month.  Beginning 
with  the  November  number  a  list  on  "After-War  Problems" 
was  substituted. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  in  the  work  on  the  fourth 
series  of  the  "Classified  Catalogue,"  and  a  new  edition  of  the 
"Catalogue  of  Books  in  the  Children's  Department"  was  begun. 

The  "Twenty-third  Annual  Reports,"  the  "Catalogue  of 
the  Carnegie  Library  School,"  a  third  edition  of  the  "Debate 
Index,"  and  four  numbers  of  the  "Technical  Book  Review  In- 
dex" were  issued,  and  "Patriotism  Through  Literature"  and 
a  list  on  "Lampblack"  were  reprinted  from  the  "Monthly 
Bulletin." 

On  the  first  of  June  appeared  the  first  number  of  a  four 
page  leaflet,  "What  Book?"  which  has  since  that  time  been 
issued  semi-monthly  except  in  August  and  September.  This 
leaflet  is  the  beginning  of  an  attempt  to  issue  a  publication 
popular  in  character.    While  it  is  still  in  the  experimental  stage 
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nd  will  doubtless  change  materially  as  time  goes  on,  we  hope 
[lat  it  will  eventually  fill  a  very  definite  need  which  is  not  met 
y  any  other  of  the  publications  of  the  Library. 

A  change  which  is  only  another  part  of  the  attempt  to  adapt 
lie  publications  to  the  various  people  who  use  them,  is  the 
;suing  of  all  publications  not  strictly  technical  in  character  in 
fie  style  commonly  used  in  general  publications,  instead  of  in 
lie  style  practiced  by  libraries. 

Several  other  publications,  most  of  them  short  lists,  were 
repared  for  special  occasions  or  to  meet  special  conditions, 
unong  them  may  be  noted : 

"Some  Facts  and  Opinions  Concerning  Public  Improve- 
lents."    12  pp. 

"Present  Day  Problems  in  Citizenship."    8  pp. 
"A  Few  Books  on  Advertising."    12  pp. 

.eaflets 

'Vacation  Reading." 
'Detective  and  Mystery  Stories." 
"Vocational  Lists." 

"Advertising." 

"Civil  Engineering." 

"Machine  Shop  Work." 

"Medicine." 

"Printing." 
Truck  Gardening." 


«-< 


<<i 


w 


Publicity  items  sufficient  to  fill  a  column  were  sent  each 
eek  during  the  year  to  two  Pittsburgh  newspapers — the 
rhronicle  Telegraph"  and  the  "Sun." 

A  number  of  special  items  announcing  special  activities 
:  the  Library  and  of  the  Library  School  were  sent  to  Pitts- 
irgh  newspapers  and  magazines. 

News  items  from  the  Library  and  the  Library  School 
ere  sent  each  month  to  the  "Library  Journal"  and  "Public 
ibraries." 
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Four  special  articles  as  follows,  all  of  them  requested, 
were  prepared : 

"War  Library  Service  in  Pittsburgh,"  which  was  published 
in  the  Pittsburgh  "Index." 

"The  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh,"  an  accotmt  of  the 
work  of  this  library,  which  was  published  in  "El  Escritorio." 

"The  War  Service  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh," 
which  gave  as  complete  an  account  as  possible  in  condensed 
form  of  what  this  library  did  to  further  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  and  her  allies  in  the  World  War.  This  account 
was  for  the  archives  of  the  Pennsylvania  War  History  Com- 
missicMi. 

"The  Library  as  an  Agent  for  CQmmunity  Service,"  which 
was  prepared  for  publication  in  the  report  of  the  National 
Catholic  War  Council. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  pages  published 
during  1917,  1918,  and  1919.  i^^,^ 

in  1919 
Paget  191 7     Pages  1918      Paget  1919      over  1918 

Bulletin « 844  596  628  32 

All  publications 1,574  1,371  2.091  720 

Printing  and  Binding  Department 

FtOM  THE  BSrOBT  OF  Mk.  ScOTT 

The  work  of  this  department  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
December  31,  19 19,  proceeded  in  general  as  in  previous  years, 
as  will  be  shown  by  the  accompanying  tables  of  statistics. 

Table  i  of  the  statistics  shows  the  work  of  the  Printing 
Division  during  the  year.  This  table  shows  an  increase  in  both 
branches  of  the  work — forms  and  publications.  The  increase 
in  forms  comes  in  the  miscellaneous  work.  Included  in  this 
work  are  the  regular  forms  and  blanks  used  throughout  the 
Library  system,  and  an  increase  in  this  particular  line  shows 
that  the  different  activities  of  the  Library  are  moving  forward. 
The  number  of  publications  issued  was  three  less  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  but  the  number  of  copies  printed  was  17,437 
more. 
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We  finished  during  the  year  parts  one  and  two  of  the 
"Classified  Catalogue."  These  parts  consist  of  ooo's,  lOo's, 
20o's,  300's  and  400's.  The  soo's  and  6oo's  should  be  off  the 
press  very  shortly.  The  work  on  the  "Classified  Catalogue," 
I  hope,  can  be  finished  during  1920. 

Table  2,  which  includes  the  work  of  the  Binding  Division, 
shows  a  decrease  in  the  grand  total  of  6,944.  This  loss  is  due 
to  the  unsettled  condition  of  labor  and  .0  sickness.  Notwith- 
standing this  decrease  in  the  total,  the  Bindery  work  for  the 
Central  Library,  which  includes  the  Loan,  Reference,  and 
Technology  departments,  shows  an  increase  of  10,000  over  the 
previous  year. 

The  photostat  machine,  which  was  installed  in  the'  depart- 
ment during  April  191 9,  has  proved  of  great  value  to  the 
Library.  We  have  made  up  to  date  998  paid  prints.  These 
have  gone  to  nearly  all  parts  of  the  country  and  I  have  no  doubt 
the  volume  of  the  output  will  continue  to  increase.  The 
machine  has  also  been  used  to  replace  missing  pages  torn  from 
our  Library  books,  some  of  which  were  out  of  print  so  that 
they  could  not  be  replaced  otherwise. 

Shipping  Division 

Mestcniler  Servioe.  Delioquent  snd  Coiita|ious  Book  Collection 

We  have  made  by  truck  166  regular  calls  at  each  branch 
during  the  year ;  we  have  also  made  stops  at  schools  in  all  parts 
of  the  city  and  have  taken  care  of  all  freight  deliveries. 

The  service  rendered  by  the  truck  has  been  very  satisfactory 
and  has  been  one  of  the  most  essential  helps  in  increasing  the 
circulation  of  the  Library,  as  it  makes  it  possible  to  get  books 
from  the  Central  Building  to  branches  without  delay. 

The  collection  of  contagious  and  delinquent  books  is  a  hard 
matter  to  gauge,  but  in  general  has  proceeded  about  as  in  previ- 
ous years.  Uniform  service  is  difficult  since  an  epidemic  of 
contagious  disease  in  one  section  of  the  city  requires  special 
attention  by  the  collector  with  the  result  that  the  work  in  other 
sections  of  the  city  suffers. 
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TABLE  1 


Division 

Pormf 

Catalogue  cards  (6,103  entries) 65,679 

Miscellaneous  forms,  blanks,  etc 1,680,381 

Carnegie  Library  School  forms,  blanks,  etc 166,167 

Total 1,912,227 


Publicationt 

Page 

Copiet  impressions 

Monthly  Bulletin,    vol.24.    8*".    628  pp 25,500  i,534»ooo 

Index  to  Authors,    vol.23.    8**.    85  pp 650  55.250 

Title-Page  and  Contents  to  vol.23.    8*.    6  pp 650  3,900 

Weekly  List  of  Additions.    8" 3»948  13.348 

Twenty-third  Annual  Reports.    Illus.    8"*.    87  pp 450  39>i50 

Report  of  the  Director  (proof  copy).    8*.    59  pp 50  2,950 

Carnegie    Library    School.      Catalogue.      19th    year. 

Illus.    8°.    77  pp 3,000  231,000 

Staff  News  Sheet,    vol.9.    8**.     (3  nos.    50  per  issue.) 

6  pp 150  900 

School  Bulletin.    8''.    16  nos 4*000  4^000 

Technical  Book  Review  Index.    4  nos.    8**.    258  pp..   1,950  124,900 

What  Book?    ix  nos.    8*.    4  pp 20.500  82,000 

Debate  Index.    £d.3.    8''.    1 16  pp 1,000  1 16,000 

Lampblack.    8*.    8  pp 600  4,800 

Patriotism  Through  Literature.    8*.    17  pp 2,300  39,ioo 

Present  Day  Problems  in  Citizenship.    16°.    8  pp 5,000  40,000 

Some  Facts  and  Opinions  Concerning  Public  Improve- 
ments.    i6*.     12  pp 3,000  36,000 

Classified  Catalogue.    4th  ser.    8"*.    p.  1-569 700  398,300 

Classified  Catalogue.  4th  ser.  pt.i.  8°.  208  pp.    (Pam- 
phlet edition.) 500  104,000 

Classified  Catalogue.  4th  ser.  pt.2.  8°.  361pp.    (Pam- 
phlet edition.) 500  180,500 

Total 74.448  3,010,098 
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TABLE  2 

Binding  Division 

Central  Library                                     Bonnd    Rebound  Reinforced    Misc.  ToUl 

Central  Library  proper 3,480       4,370          412  23,677  31,939 

Childrens  Department 78       1,401          294  14  1,787 

Office ...  944  944 

Schools  Division 78       2,425          386  12  2,901 

Home  Libraries 63            10  3  76 

Library  School 34             9              7  3fOS3  3.103 

Bernd  Fund 75        ...  2  yj 

Blind  Division 172        ...  10  182 

Total 3,917       8,268       1,109  27,715  4if009 

Branch  Libraries 

Lawrenceville,  adult 141          456            41  14  652 

Lawrenceville,  juvenile 21        1,024           26  2  1,073 

West  End,  adult 104          328            39  10  481 

West  End,  juvenile 25          451            30  3  509 

Wylie  Avenue,  adult 213          855          107  39  1,214 

Wy lie  Avenue,  juvenile 2y       1,340          164  3  1,534 

Mount  Washington,  adult..      loi          378            58  20  557 

Mount  Washington,  juvenile       14          668            52  3  737 

Hazelwood,    adult 107          303           46  47  503 

Hazelwood,  juvenile 15          424            43  i  483 

East  Liberty,  adult 227          632            64  15  938 

East  Liberty,  juvenile 58         974           66  3  1,101 

South  Side,  adult 226          408            45  32  711 

South  Side,  juvenile 43          773            61  3  880 

Homewood,  adult 157          656           81  90  984 

Homewood,  juvenile 24          640           55  i  720 

Schenley  High  School 32            45            54  27  158 

Total 1,535      10,355        1,032  313  13,235 

Grand    Total 5.452      18,623       2,141  28,028  54,244 

Reference  Department 

From  the  report  or  Miss  Stewart 

The  use  of  this  department  in  1919  shows  a  decided  increase 

Dvcr  that  of  the  year  before.     The  number  who  came  to  the 

Reference   Room  was  more  than   forty-seven  thousand,   an 
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increase  of  eleven  thousand  over  the  attendance  of  the  year 
before.  These  readers  used  for  study  and  research  seventy- 
two  thousand  books,  or  twenty  thousand  more  than  in  1918. 
This  does  not  include  the  daily  use  of  many  books  among-  the 
ten  thousand  volumes  kept  on  open  shelves  freely  accessible  to 
aU. 

Nearly  ten  thousand  questions  and  requests  for  information 
were  received  at  the  reference  desk.  In  most  cases  the  inquirers 
came  in  person.  Many  of  the  requests,  however,  came  by 
telephone  or  letter.  They  vary  from  simple  questions  as  to 
the  spelling  or  pronunciation  of  a  word  to  requests  for  lists  of 
books,  the  preparati(xi  of  which  requires  more  or  less  extensive 
research. 

Requests  for  statistics  are  frequent,  and  these,  if  not  exten- 
sive, are  often  given  over  the  telephone  or  by  mail.  Questions 
relating  to  commerce,  finance,  trade,  economics,  literature, 
biography,  and  many  other  subjects,  bring  into  use  several 
hundred  books  each  day,  as  well  as  numerous  magazines,  pam- 
phlets, and  newspaper  clippings.  The  time  of  the  reference 
staff  is  devoted  to  answering  these  questions  and  to  placing  at 
the  disposal  of  all  inquirers  the  best  material  available  for  their 
purpose. 

The  east  wing  of  the  room  is  given  up  to  the  use  of  coU^fC 
and  university  students.  More  than  two  thousand  books  have 
been  reserved  on  shelves  and  tables  for  the  students,  who  do 
in  the  Reference  Room  a  large  part  of  their  assigned  reading 
and  of  their  preparation  for  themes  and  reports. 

The  study  clubs  in  the  city  have  used  the  Library  to  a 
greater  extent  this  year  than  at  any  time  since  1916.  More 
than  three  hundred  letters  have  been  received  from  subscribing 
members  of  clubs  in  surrounding  towns,  in  response  to  which 
1,120  books  have  been  selected  and  mailed.  Nearly  four 
hundred  letters,  coming  from  twenty-six  states  of  the  Union 
and  asking  for  information  on  many  subjects,  have  been  re- 
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ceived  and  answered.  In  many  instances  the  replies  to  these 
requests  involve  the  making  of  reference  lists  varying  in  length 
from  a  few  selected  books  to  comprehensive  lists  including  a 
large  number  of  titles. 

Books  not  in  the  Library  which  are  needed  by  our  readers, 
may  in  many  instances  be  borrowed  for  their  use  from  the 
Library  of  Congress  or  from  other  large  libraries.  Forty-eight 
books  were  borrowed  in  this  way  by  the  Reference  Department 
during  the  year. 

The  course  of  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  Library,  which 
has  been  given  for  several  years  to  the  classes  in  the  Teachers' 
Training  School,  was  given  as  usual,  to  two  successive  classes. 
The  course  includes  lectures  on  the  Library  and  on  reference 
books,  with  problems  that  require  a  study  of  the  books. 

The  photosu.:,  which  was  installed  in  the  Printing  Depart- 
ment in  April,  has  proved  of  great  service  to  the  patrons  of  the 
Library.  Whole  pages  can  be  reproduced  from  books  by 
photographic  process  at  a  g^eat  saving  of  time  and  with  assur- 
ance of  absolute  accuracy.  Pictures,  portraits,  maps,  designs, 
:oats-of-arms,  graphic  and  statistical  tables  have  been  repro- 
duced for  many  readers,  who  may,  at  a  moderate  price,  obtain 
either  positive  or  negative  prints  from  any  of  the  Library's 
X)oks  or  magazines. 

The  Reference  Department  prepared  the  copy  for  the  third 
edition  of  the  "Debate  Index,"  which  was  issued  in  October 
IS  a  pamphlet  of  ii6  pages.  A  list  of  books  and  magazine 
irticles  on  "Education  as  Affected  by  the  War"  was  made  and 
)rinted  in  the  "Monthly  Bulletin"  for  January. 

The  collection  of  telephone  directories  has  proved  so  useful 
hat  it  has  been  increased  during  the  year  by  adding  the  tele- 
>hone  books  of  a  hundred  cities  not  formerly  included  in  the 
:ollection. 

Among  the  important  additions  to  the  Reference  Depart- 
nent  during  the  year  are  the  following : 
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Bajot.    "Encyclopedic  du  Meuble."    8v.    1901-09. 
Byne  &  Stapley.    "Rcjcria  of  the  Spanish  Renaissance." 
1914; 

Dietterlin.    "Architectura."    1655. 

"Encyclopedia  Americana."    30V.    1918-20. 

Gallatin.    "Portraits  of  Whistler."    1918. 

Haberlandt.    "Osterreichische  Volkskunst."    2v.    191 1. 

Hertslet.    "The  Map  of  Europe  by  Treaty."    4v.    1875-91. 

Hunter.    "Decorative  Textiles."    1918. 

Joanne.  "Dictionnaire  geographique  et  administratif  de  la 
France.    7V.     1890-1905. 

Mansfield.  "Descriptive  Catalogue  of  the  Etchings  and 
Dry-Points  of  J.  A.  M.  Whistler."    1909. 

Montfaucon.  "L'Antiquite  expliquee  et  representee  en 
Figures."    5v.  in  10  pts.     1722. 

Odom.    "History  of  Italian  Furniture."    2v.     1918-19. 

Reiss  &  Stiibel.  "The  Necropolis  of  Ancon  in  Peru."  3V. 
1880-87. 

"Vestiarium  Scoticum."    1842. 

Vitry.    "Cathedrale  de  Reims."    2v.    1917? 

Vivien  de  Saint  Martin  &  Rousselet.  "Nouveau  Diction- 
naire  de  Geographic  universelle."    9V.     1879-1900. 

Periodica!  Division 

The  number  of  readers  in  the  Periodical  Room  was  46,775. 
This  is  4,544  less  than  the  number  of  readers  in  191 8.  The 
largest  attendance  on  one  day  was  321  on  January  19. 

The  number  of  magazines  on  file  December  31,  1919  was 
1,120,  of  which  277  were  gifts.  The  number  of  newspapers 
was  ninty-five,  of  which  sixteen  were  gifts.  The  number  of 
new  periodicals  added  to  the  list  during  the  year  was  seventy- 
eight. 
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The  work  of  the  Reference  Department  for  the  year,  as  far 
I  it  is  represented  by  statistics,  is  as  follows : 

Number  of  readers 47>302 

Number  of  readers  in  1916 35>702 

Increase  over  1918 11,600 

Number  of  books  brought  from  stack 72,172 

Number  of  books  brought  from  stack  in  1918 52,197 

Increase  over  1918 I9»975 

Largest  number  of  books  brought  from  stack  in  one 

day,  November  24 477 

Largest  number  of  readers  in  one  day,  October  28 253 

Estimated  number  of  volumes  used  from  open  shelves 

in  Reference  Room 1 18,255 

Number  of  questions  asked  at  desk 9»949 

Number  of  questions  asked  at  desk  in  1918 7«304 

Increase  over    1918 2,645 

Number  of  pictures  lent 6,431 

Number  of  books  reserved  on  tables  for  students'  use . .  2,315 
Number    of    volumes    in    Reference    Department    on 

December   31 81,214 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 2,261 

Number   of   letters   asking   for   information,    received 

and  answered 396 

Number  of  letters  from  out  of  town  in  response  to 

which  books  were  selected  and  mailed 319 

Number  of  books  sent  in  response  to  above  requests. .  1,120 

Number  of  books  borrowed  from  Library  of  Congress. .  48 

Technology  Department 

From  the  kkport  or  Mr.  McClelland 

The  past  year  has  been  an  extremely  busy  one  for  the 
'echnology  Department.  There  has  been  a  considerable  in- 
rease  in  the  number  of  questions  asked  at  the  desk  and  in  the 
umber  submitted  by  telephone,  and  a  remarkable  growth  in 
le  work  handled  by  mail.  The  department  correspondence 
>r  the  latter  half  of  the  year  alone,  extended  to  thirty-two 
tates  and  many  foreign  countries  and  represented  more  than 
xir  hundred  letters. 

While  this  public  use  of  the  department  is  highly  gratifying, 
le  demands  have  rather  severely  taxed  the  resources  of  the 
taf f ,  which  during  most  of  the  year  was  so  inadequate  for  the 
rork  to  be  done  that  nearly  every  member  did  a  large  amount 
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of  overtime  work.  It  has  ever  been  the  purpose  of  the  depart- 
ment to  devote  itself  first  of  all  to  the  service  of  patrons  who 
ask  for  assistance.  The  extent  of  this  service  has  scarcely 
left  time  for  the  necessary  routine  work,  and  has  effectively 
prevented  any  systematic  attempt  to  extend  the  existing  service 
or  to  develop  new  service  projects  which  might  well  be  under- 
taken if  conditions  permitted. 

Briefly,  therefore,  the  work  of  the  year  may  be  character- 
ized as  fulfilment,  under  difficulties,  of  those  conditions  which 
former  service  has  taught  patrons  to  expect,  with  little  of 
importance  to  be  chronicled  in  the  way  of  new  achievement. 

The  photostat,  installed  in  April  1919,  has  been  one  very 
important  factor  in  the  service  rendered  by  the  Technology 
Department,  and  the  excellent  work  of  the  Department  of 
Printing  and  Binding,  in  expeditiously  handling  photostat 
orders,  has  greatly  facilitated  the  service.  Certain  firms  and 
individuals,  taking  advantage  of  this  service  regularly,  have 
opened  accounts,  payable  monthly,  and  the  work  furnished  to 
a  single  client  has  in  some  cases  exceeded  fifty  prints  a  month. 
Prints  have  been  sent  as  far  as  China  and  the  Argentine, 
although  the  photostat  service  has  received  no  systematic  pub- 
licity and  the  possibilities  of  the  work  are,  as  yet,  scarcely 
realized.  Incidentally,  the  use  of  the  photostat  has  imdeniably 
had  some  effect  in  reducing  the  attendance  in  the  Technology 
Room,  since  it  is  now  possible  for  a  busy  Pittsburgher  to  have 
sent  to  him  reference  material  in  the  consultation  of  which  he 
would,  otherwise,  necessarily  have  been  compelled  to  spend 
considerable  time  in  the  Library. 

The  department  now  receives  463  scientific,  technical,  and 
trade  periodicals  (exclusive  of  annuals,  irregular  serials,  and 
320  "house  organs").  As  the  latest  copy  of  each  is  kept  in  the 
Technology  Room,  the  addition  of  new  journals  and  the  re- 
sumption of  many  foreign  publications  necessitated  the  instal- 
lation of  a  new  display  rack  capable  of  accommodating  some 
sixty  journals. 

The  publications  issued  by  the  department  in  1919  were 
few  in  number.    The  stress  of  more  urgent  duties  left  little  time 
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for  serious  bibliographic  work,  and  the  only  bibliography 
printed  by  the  Library  was  an  eight  page  list  on  "Lampblack" 
which  appeared  in  the  "Monthly  Bulletin"  and  also  as  a 
separate  pamphlet.  Several  bibliographies  compiled  by  the 
Technology  Department  were  printed  elsewhere.  One  of  these 
appeared  in  "Governors  and  the  Governing  of  Prime  Movers" 
by  Professor  W.  Trinks,  the  list  of  references  there  given 
representing  the  author's  selection  from  a  much  larger  number 
assembled  in  this  department  for  his  inspection. 

Four  numbers  of  the  "Technical  Book  Review  Index"  were 
issued,  listing  2,452  reviews  of  scientific  and*  technical  books. 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  publication  is  still  so  far  in  arrears, 
as  whatever  value  it  may  have  would  be  greatly  enhanced  by 
prompt  publication. 

The  Technology  Department  also  assisted  with,  or  fur- 
nished the  entire  copy  for,  various  small  booklets  and  leaflets, 
mainly  for  stimulating  the  circulation  of  technical  books.  Six 
of  these  leaflets  were  vocational  suggestions  prepared  by  the 
Technology  Department  for  use  elsewhere,  but  reprinted  here 
with  slight  modifications. 

As  in  the  past,  the  Technology  Department  checked  or 
revised  the  classification  of  all  new  scientific  and  technical 
ivorks,  and  furnished  annotations — 445  in  number — for  many 
Df  the  books  added  to  the  collection. 

The  technology  reference  collection  now  contains  48,617 

.rolumes,  of  which  1,704  were  added  during  the  year.     The 

ittendance  record  shows  34,209  visitors  and  the  record  of  books 

iTOUght  from  the  stacks  is  36,579  volumes.     Statistics,  how- 

?v«r,  convey  no  accurate  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  work  in  tech- 

lology.    Many  readers  of  technical  books  and  magazines  make 

ise  of  them  in  other  departments;  statistics  of  books  used 

cpresent  only  volumes  brought  from  the  stacks,  whereas  this 

vork  is  minimized  as  much  as  possible  by  a  constant  endeavor 

0  keep  the  most  useful  books  on  the  "open  shelves"  in  the  Tech- 

lology  Room;  if  material  now  awaiting  binding  could  have 

•ecn  handled  during  the  year,  the  figures  for  books  added  to 

he  collection  would  have  been  increased  by  several  hundred. 


Aduk  IxauKng  Department 


Last  year  we  bent  all  oar  efforts  towards  "wnmuog  die 
war/'  This  year  we  have  tried  to  meet  the  probkms  of  reaid- 
jnstment  asd  reccastructioci.  and  to  serve  oar  cuuiiuuuirr  m 
every  possible  way.  This  has  varied  according  to  Ac  needs  of 
those  secti  JOS  of  the  dty  where  agencies  of  the  department  have 
been  in  coeraiioc 

The  work  of  the  \-ari:':i>  staff  cxnmittees  has  been  of 
inesnrnaKe  benefit  in  bringing  aboct  closer  co-operation  and 
acre  :n:cll:gcr.i  anc  detailed  ioz^wledge  of  oar  probiems.  The 
rej>?r:  ?f  the  CocnmiTree  -xi  -Xmericanizarion  is  of  great  value 
in  planning  for  the  extensirc:  cf  '^or  work  with  the  manr 
grrops  of  new  Americans  in  Pittsbcrgh.  The  net  that  the 
varircs  nanxialities  are  If-rinc  in  different  secdons  of  the  dty 
makes ::  inrj^r-ssiSe  fcr  a  branch  ::  coc>centra»  oa  ooc  language 
or  erocD  of  !>c?o>-  The  c:I>ct:-rtis  of  boc4cs  in  foreign  Ian- 
guages  are  bad'y  in  r.ee-f  ::  liiitir'Cis  and  we  nsnst  at  ooce  begin 
ccllecti.Tis  in  lanc-ia^^^s  n:c  n-:w  rec^resented.  We  have  re- 
cefvei  n^:<c  c:rdial  c.-.xwrari'X:  :r»:^n  :h:-5e  coccpetent  lo  direct 
oar  selecnrcis  ::  N:»:fcs,  srA  s-rcne  rrders  are  ready  to  be  placed 
ear^y  in  :  ox*- 

c*.">:  r:  xvfcs  n^akes  it  :n:r*:'?sr>> :?  purchase  b^ris  in  sufficient 
cuintirk- :  >  n>eec  :he  ierr-m-i.    We  r.ee-i  : :  inr>':5care  xmxdi  more 

c.^ recti ;r.  is  ira-AT.  -jt^.c:  by  all  iepartnxnts  and  agcsdcs  of 
tr.^  i-irrir>'.     ,» m.  v^'e  can  ^?cy  n>rre  rree_y  Zuc  service  of  the 


fr.T::  >e\eral  bcsiness  ftrnts.  Snnrns  were  opcacd  in  the 
Miller-Saw  Trinmer  C~cnpany.  Kanfn::ann"s.  asd  Meyer- 
Jcnas^T:*?  fcr  the  U5e  ::  their  enn\:yees.  Arrangements 
were  also  niiie  t:  c:-^  Lfrrar^-  service  t:  the  Insdnte  of 
Tech^-clc^.-  when  :t  :t^fr-s  a  ^^cneral  "frcary  cariy  in  192QL  In 
co-ooeratx-c  w-th  :re  5ch>:'s  !>!'.-: si  ."c  in  adult  stankvi 
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opened  in  Lee  School,  an  active  community  center,  to  be  used 
by  the  residents  of  that  neighborhood. 

The  field  for  extending  the  usefulness  of  the  Library 
through  stations  and  other  forms  of  extension  work  is  practi- 
cally unlimited.  A  distributing  station  in  the  business  section 
of  the  city  is  a  crying  need. 

The  year  made  many  demands  upon  the  staff  and  they 
responded  with  the  unfailing  interest  which  can  always  be 
counted  upon. 

Central  Lending  Division 

Feom  the  report  of  Miss  Young 

We  had  set  ourselves  the  task  of  gaining  in  circulation 
5ver  the  year  191 8,  and  our  gain  of  30,823  is  most  gratifying, 
>ur  total  circulation  being  168,648  as  against  137,825  for  1918. 

During  the  year  191 9  we  added  more  new  borrowers  to  the 
Central  Lending  Division  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of 
he  Library.  The  largest  number  of  cards  previously  issued 
vas  in  1914  when  the  registrations  were  3,012  and  the  re-regis- 
rations  1,759.  In  1919  we  registered  3,685  new  borrowers 
ind  re-registered  1,847  ^'d  ones,  or  a  total  gain  over  1914  of 
^61. 

The  registrations  for  the  year  include  not  only  the  tempo- 
ary  resident,  the  non-resident,  the  student  population,  and  the 
lew  resident  in  the  city,  but  an  interestingly  large  proportion 
>f  new  borrowers  who,  for  years,  have  been  residents  of  Pitts- 
)urgh  but  have  never  before  availed  themselves  of  their  library 
privileges.  One  woman  remarked  that  she  had  been  a  tax-payer 
or  twenty  years  in  Pittsburgh  but  had  never  used  the  Library. 
)he  was  enjoying  its  opportunities  so  much  that  she  wondered 
^rhy  she  had  not  formed  the  library  habit  long  ago. 

We  hope  that  some  of  this  increase  of  registration  may  be 
raced  to  the  personal  efforts  of  the  staff,  but  we  know  that  a 
irge  proportion  is  directly  or  indirectly  due  to  the  publicity 
/e  have  received  through  the  regular  publications  of  the 
-ibrary,  through  special  and  timely  lists  of  books,  through 
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newspaper  notices,  and  through  the  up-to-the-minute  buQctin 
lK)ar(ls. 

Special  collections  of  books  in  the  Lending  Room  througii- 
out  the  year  have  l)een  on  subjects  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
public  through  the  use  of  these  bulletin  boards  in  the  entrance 
hall  to  the  Library.  These  collections  have  contained  books  by 
Pittsburgh  authors,  city  planning,  how  to  keep  well  books, 
homes  and  home  planning,  modem  business  methods,  travel  in 
PVancc  and  Russia,  and.  during  the  early  summer  months, 
travel  in  America.  Again  the  privilege  was  given  of  borrowing 
ten  books  for  a  three  months  vacation  period.  As  an  evidence 
that  this  was  appreciated  by  out  borrowers,  over  two  hundred 
took  advc'intage  of  this  opiK)rtunity. 

Over  203.231  people  used  the  room  during  the  year,  and 
hundreds  of  interesting  questions  each  week  were  asked  and 
where  possible  answers  found  by  our  Readers'  Assistant;  while 
hundreds  of  questions  were  referred  to  the  Reference  or  Tech- 
nical departments.  The  Central  Lending  Division  card  cata- 
logue is  in  constant  use  and  the  services  of  the  Readers'  Assis- 
tant are  in  constant  demand. 

11icre  have  been  times  during  the  year  when  the  quality  of 
our  work  has  unavoidably  fallen  short  of  our  standards.  The 
demand  for  certain  classes  of  books,  coming  to  us  as  it  docs 
from  the  Technical  Schools,  the  University,  and  the  public,  has 
often  l)ecn  greater  than  wc  could  meet.  A  material  loss  in 
circulation  each  day  has  been  the  result.  This  situation  can 
only  l)e  met  by  l>cing  able  to  duplicate  non-fiction  more  largely. 

The  Central  collection  acts  as  a  reservoir  for  the  entire 
system,  and  is  drawn  upon  by  the  branch  libraries,  schools,  sub- 
stJitions.  and  other  departments  in  the  building.  During  the 
year  1919  we  loaned  from  the  Central  adult  collection  to  branch 
libraries,  SchfX)ls  Division,  and  sub-stations  a  total  of  13,985 
lM)oks.  while  other  dei)artments  in  the  building  borrowed  from 
our  collection  during  the  year,  3.071.  This  of  course  is  an 
important  part  of  our  work,  yet  it  has  its  detrimental  effects 
upon  our  circulation  as  well  as  upon  the  ser\'ice  we  can  give  to 
our  borrowers. 
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We  have  tried  to  give  at  all  times  interested  personal  ser- 
vice ;  to  make  the  borrowers  feel  that  this  is  their  library  and 
that  we  are  here  to  help  them  to  make  the  best  possible  use  of 
all  that  it  has  to  offer  them  as  individuals. 

Work  with  the  Blind 

From  the  eeport  or  Miss  Carson 

The  year  shows  marked  progress  in  many  ways.  The 
wisdom  and  methods  of  those  instituting  the  work  have  proved 
themselves  many  times  in  the  good  results  of  the  years.  The 
development  of  the  work  brings  about  the  need  for  new  plans, 
in  order  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times. 

The  collection  of  embossed  books  has  been  substantially 
added  to;  the  American  Braille,  Moon,  and  New  York  Point 
collections  have  been  greatly  strengthened  and  the  Revised 
Braille  collection  is  in  process  of  building.  Thirty-nine  books 
in  Revised  Braille  have  been  bought  and  others  will  be  bought 
as  soon  as  titles  are  available  from  the  publishers,  as  this  is  the 
uniform  type  decided  on  for  the  blind. 

The  Library  owns  a  collection  of  2,555  books  and  fifty-one 
periodicals.  Combining  with  this  the  1,110  Moon  books  and 
twenty-four  periodicals  belonging  to  the  Pennsylvania  Home 
Teaching  Society  and  Free  Circulating  Library,  we  have  a  total 
collection  of  3,665  books  and  seventy-five  periodicals  at  the 
disposal  of  the  blind  of  our  territory,  which  comprises  western 
Pennsylvania. 

Much  needed  pruning  has  been  done  with  the  list  of 
borrowers.  We  parted  with  numbers  in  order  to  have  an  active 
list.  We  now  have  358  active  borrowers.  Twenty-six  of  these 
are  new  pupils  and  thirty-eight  are  new  lx)rrowers  obtained 
during  the  year.    The  list  has  been  reduced  by  thirteen  deaths. 

The  circulation  is  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  work, 
showing  an  increase  of  more  than  one  thousand.  Books  and 
magazines  to  the  number  of  5.507  were  circulated. 

Letters  accompanying  the  placard  "Have  you  any  blind 
friends?"  have  been  sent  to  forty-two  librarians.  These 
placards  give  a  few  chief  facts  about  the  work  of  the  Library 
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and  the  Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching  Society  and  Free  Cm- 
lating  Library.  The  placards  are  posted  also  in  the  ci|^ 
branch  libraries  here  and  in  various  other  places  to  attract 

nrjtice. 

The  city  papers  have  accorded  us  space  and  the  papers  of 
some  neighboring  towns  have  been  asked  to  puUish  infonna- 
tion  concerning  our  work  with  the  blind. 

The  Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  and 
the  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind  have  co-operated 
cordially  with  the  Library.  The  Red  Cross  Institute  for  the 
Klind  resp^jnded  most  kindly  to  our  request  for  the  names  of 
blinded  soldiers  in  our  territory.  TTiey  report  that  but  one 
blinded  soldier  resides  in  this  district. 

The  Village  Improvement  Association  of  Jacob's  Creek, 
the  P'ayette  County  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  the 
( Vnincil  of  Jewish  Women  of  Philadelphia,  and  other  organiza- 
tions, as  well  as  individuals  by  the  score,  are  woiidng  with  us. 
In  ruir  exjiericnce,  it  is  the  teacher  most  frequently  who  steps 
aside  in  a  busy  life  to  speak  or  write  for  the  blind  person  who 
needs  to  l)e  put  in  touch  with  the  outside  world  by  means  of  the 

lH)Ok. 

An  attempt  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  oculists  of  the 
city  has  proved  very  successful  though,  strangely  enough,  they 
seem  to  know  very  little  of  what  can  be  done  for  blind  folks  in 
the  way  of  teaching  them  to  read  and  in  furnishing  books. 
Here  is  a  i)romising  field.  The  first  oculist  interviewed  has 
already  put  us  in  touch  with  two  blind  persons  and  through 
them  i)r()l)al)ly  six  will  be  reached  in  an  institution. 

Seeing  persons  and  many  students  visit  the  department  to 
Icarn  about  the  work  for  the  blind.  Not  many  blind  come,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  borrowers.  Book-lists  and  free 
transportation  of  books  by  the  mails  is  the  reason  for  this. 
Two  Chinese  were  interesting  visitors,  both  desirous  of  doing 
all  i)ossil)le  for  their  people  on  their  return  to  China.  It  was 
goo<l  news  to  learn  that  Dr.  Moon's  system  has  been  applied 
to  over  four  hundred  languages  and  dialects  and  that  Chinese 
Moon  is  available. 
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Six  of  our  borrowers  have  inquired  about  a  text-book  of 
the  French  language;  one  being  a  sophomore  at  the  University 
of  Pittsburgh,  another  living  out  of  the  city.  Thirty-six  blind 
students  have  been  using  the  Library,  coming  from  the  Univer- 
sity, Schenley  High  School,  and  the  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Many  and  varied  are  the  requests  that  come  in,  ranging 
from  spiritualism  to  the  Westinghouse  air  brake.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  chief  needs  of  the  blind  are,  understanding  on  the 
part  of  those  with  whom  they  come  in  contact,  faith  in  their 
ability  to  achieve  and  to  open  doors  in  the  professional,  busi- 
ness, and  industrial  world,  to  try  out  the  power  that  is  in  them. 
If  my  dream  comes  true,  we  will  buy  all  the  worth-while  books 
published  and  put  them  at  the  disposal  of  our  borrowers,  and 
with  the  addition  of  quick  service,  much  will  have  been  done  to 
bring  joy  within  reach  of  the  folks  who  live  in  the  dark. 

Childrens  Department 

From  the  ixpoit  op  Miss  Power 

The  aim  of  the  year  has  been  to  maintain  the  stability  of 
organized  lines  of  work  and  to  sustain  and  make  permanent 
the  wholesome  new  interests  aroused  among  the  children  by 
the  special  war  activities.  Because  the  latter  gave  physical 
expression  in  an  emotional  crisis  there  has  been  no  subse- 
quent period  of  depression  among  the  children  and  there  is 
little  need  to  talk  about  reconstruction  methods.  The  day's 
work  has  not  changed  in  character  and  may  have  seemed  un- 
eventful to  the  new  members  of  the  staff.  There  are  so  many 
colorful  things  one  might  do ! 

The  volume  of  reference  work  has  been  very  large.  This 
has  been  due  in  part  to  the  change  to  the  platoon  plan  in  the 
schools  in  several  districts.  One  children's  librarian  says, 
"While  most  of  the  subjects,  such  as  Panama,  cotton,  'The 
Chambered  Nautilus,'  description  of  a  spring  day,  and  lives  of 
historical  characters  recur  as  regularly  as  the  season,  many  new 
questions  have  come  with  new  methods  in  the  schools  and 
changed  world  conditions.     Lives  of  present  day  heroes,  the 
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discussion  of  problems  such  as  woman  suffrage,  prison  reform, 
strikes,  and  daylight  saving,  descriptions  of  various  Pittsburgh 
institutions,  three-minute  stories  to  tell  in  school,  are  among 
the  requests  that  come  from  seventh  and  eighth  grades."  At 
the  Wylie  Avenue  Branch  "questions  on  almost  every  conceiv- 
able subject  are  asked.  They  vary  from  'why  a  kitten  purrs'  to 
'the  influence  of  the  Panama  Canal  upon  future  civilization/ 
from  'the  length  of  a  louse'  to  'material  on  Moses  Maimonides.' 
Frequently  whole  classes  come  for  material  upon  the  same 
subject,  at  which  times  everything  available  is  far  from  ade- 
quate. In  1 91 8  a  very  large  percentage  of  the  reference  ques- 
tions were  related  to  the  war,  but  normal  conditions  have 
brought  about  a  vast  change.  Nature  study  books  and  biogra- 
phy have  been  in  great  demand  this  year.  Lincoln,  Roosevelt, 
Edison,  and  Mary  Antin  are  great  favorites." 

Nine  children's  clubs  were  conducted  during  the  year  by 
students  of  the  Carnegie  Library  School.  Seven  of  these 
were  at  the  Soho  Baths  Settlement  Library,  one  at  Springfield 
School,  and  one  at  Ralston  School.  Since  October  only  four 
clubs  have  been  continued,  all  at  Soho  library.  A  travel  club 
of  Polish  girls  spent  a  part  of  the  season  reading  about  France, 
each  took  a  French  name,  and  they  then  produced  a  play,  "Jean 
Valjean,"  adapted  from  "Les  Miserables."  One  of  the  boys' 
clubs  was  called  the  Mowgli  Club.  Their  leaders  read  aloud 
the  Mowgli  stories  from  Kipling  s  "Jungle  Book/'  followed  by 
short  animal  stories  from  other  sources.  A  club  of  neg^o  girls, 
the  Lil)erty  Dramatic  Club,  devote  their  progprams  to  the  study- 
ing and  rehearsing  of  plays.  They  have  given  a  fairy  play  and 
a  Puritan  play.  The  r'och  Club  was  a  group  of  boys  who  read 
parts  of  "The  Count  of  Monte  Cristo"  and  short  articles  on  the 
war  and  on  Belgium  and  P>ance.  The  United  States  Qub 
listened  to  talks  about  great  explorations  and  achievements  in 
our  country,  great  men,  great  scenery,  and  heard  stories  con- 
nected with  certain  localities.  They  each  took  the  name  of 
some  noted  American  whom  they  admired.  The  members  of 
the  Allies  Club  were  boys  over  fifteen  years  of  age  who  had 
much  the  same  kind  of  programs  as  the  United  States  Qub.    In 
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June  there  was  a  grand  finale  of  the  club  season  when  all  the 
clubs,  with  the  parents  and  friends  of  the  members,  were  invited 
to  meet  in  the  Lecture  Hall  at  the  Central  Library.  Three 
plays  were  produced  by  three  of  the  clubs,  a  dramatization  of 
the  "Tar  Baby"  was  given  by  some  negjo  boys,  and  several 
boys  sang.  The  programs  were  printed  and  the  names  of  all 
the  performers  appeared  on  them. 

Other  clubs  were  conducted  at  irregular  intervals  at  the 
Hazelwood  and  South  Side  branches.  The  latter  were  finally 
converted  into  Boy  Scout  and  Girl  Scout  troops  as  the  staff 
was  not  large  enough  to  permit  the  Library  to  continue  them. 

During  the  year  a  comparison  by  wards  or  districts  was 
made  between  the  number  of  children  holding  Library  cards 
and  the  school  enrollment.  The  statistics  available  were  not 
sufficient  for  a  scientific  report  but  they  offered  much  that  was 
suggestive.  A  comparison  between  the  east  end  and  the  lower 
end  of  the  densely  populated  Hill  district,  showed  that  seventy- 
one  per  cent  of  the  children  enrolled  in  schools  surrounding 
the  Wylie  Avenue  Branch  were  registered  borrowers  at  the 
Library  against  ten  per  cent  in  the  downtown  neighborhood 
where  there  is  no  Library  building.  That  these  children  will 
read  was  proved  by  their  use  of  the  Library  station  in  the 
Washington  Park  Playground  Recreation  House  which  was 
closed  in  1915.  Also,  many  of  them  walk  the  long  distance  to 
the  Wylie  Branch  during  the  summer  vacation.  The  Wylie 
Branch  should  be  made  a  Children's  Branch  and  a  larger  build- 
ing erected  nearer  the  downtown  center  for  children  and  adults. 

A  second  neighborhood  greatly  in  need  of  increased  Li- 
brary facilities  for  children  is  the  Beltzhoover  district  in  the 
Eighteenth  Ward.  There  are  approximately  3,456  children 
enrolled  in  the  schools  and  but  one-fifth  of  these  are  registered 
at  any  library  because  none  is  easily  accessible.  Allen  School 
has  cared  for  collections  of  books  and  circulated  them  among 
the  children  since  1901  and  there  are  classroom  collections  in 
the  other  schools  in  the  ward. 

Other  districts  lacking  sufficient  Library  facilities  for  chil- 
dren are  Wards  17  and  19.    The  one  branch  on  the  South  Side 
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cannot  care  for  the  large  number  of  foreigners  and  their  gioir- 
ing  families  with  their  varied,  growing  interests. 

There  are  small  Library  stations  at  the  present  time  in  the 
Reechview  and  Lee  schools. 

Ward  lo  is  not  covered  and  presents  a  problem  in  its  several 
distinct  neighborhoods  separated  by  hills.  Library  stations 
with  a  traveling  book  wagon  might  be  made  to  serve  to  good 
purpose  here  and  in  the  strip  along  the  river  in  Ward  2. 

A  survey  of  readers'  cards  not  in  use,  conducted  during  tbc 
summer,  showed  that  more  effort  must  be  made  to  carry  the 
l)oys  and  girls  over  to  the  adult  department  where  a  larger 
trained  staff  should  be  provided  to  receive  them. 

TUq  cataloguing  of  children's  books  was  completed  during 
the  year  and  there  is  now  a  card  catalogue  in  each  of  the  nine 
large  children's  rooms.  A  second  edition  of  the  printed  "Cata- 
logue of  Books  in  the  Children's  Department"  is  in  process. 
This  has  l)een  out  of  print  several  years  and  has  been  gready 
in  demand.  It  covers  with  few  exceptions  all  books  added 
through  December  191 9  and  includes  approximately  3,300 
titles. 

Other  publications  of  the  year  have  been  "Patriotism 
Through  Literature"  by  Elva  S.  Smith  and  two  numbers  of 
"WhatB(K)k?" 

Schools  Division 

From  the  report  of  Miss  Broth erton 

The  quality  and  volume  of  work  which  can  be  done  by  the 
Schools  Division  naturally  depends  to  a  great  extent  upon  con- 
ditions within  the  schools.  Despite  the  general  unrest  notice- 
able in  every  field,  1919  has  found  the  schools  much  nearer 
normal  than  they  have  been  for  several  years  past.  During  the 
war  the  children  were  called  upon  to  assist  in  numerous  drives, 
much  time  was  spent  in  aiding  the  various  war  activities,  and 
emphasis  was  placed  upon  the  necessity  for  service.  After  the 
signing  of  the  armistice,  interest  in  the  war  and  in  war  books 
continued,  but  more  reference  topics  are  being  assigned  and 
more  varied  interests  are  being  developed.    The  "back  to  the 
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school"  movement  has  helped  to  keep  many  children  in  school, 
and  this,  with  the  growth  in  population,  has  increased  the  en- 
rollment in  nearly  every  school.  As  a  result  the  demands  made 
upon  the  division  have  been  many  and  the  circulation  of  books 
sent  out  through  the  schools  shows  a  decided  gain. 

School  libraries  and  stations  have  been  conducted  in  ten 
public  schools  and  in  one  Catholic  school.  When  the  home 
library  clubs  were  given  up  in  191 8,  it  was  planned  to  care  for 
most  of  the  clubs  through  school  stations.  Owing  to  adverse 
conditions  it  was  impossible  to  open  the  library  at  Greenfield 
School  until  January  19 19.  This  is  the  one  new  station  re- 
ix>rted  by  the  division.  Brief  summaries  of  the  work  in  three 
typical  school  agencies  follow. 

There  has  been  a  decided  growth  this  year  both  in  circula- 
tion and  in  Library  interest  at  the  Epiphany  School  Station. 
The  Sister  Superior  states  that  there  is  greater  enthusiasm  than 
ever  before  and  that  "library  morning"  is  welcomed  with 
intense  eagerness.  More  and  more  the  children  come  to  the 
library  with  a  definite  title  or  subject,  and  a  demand  for  worth- 
while books  has  arisen.  The  interest  in  war  books  increased 
steadily  and  reached  its  height  when  the  Knights  of  Columbus 
offered  a  prize  for  the  best  essay  on  "America's  participation 
in  the  Great  War." 

Ralston  School  Station,  located  in  one  of  the  oldest  schools 
in  Pittsburgh  in  a  community  almost  entirely  foreign,  exempli- 
fies the  work  in  an  industrial  and  Americanization  center.  The 
school  is  teeming  with  activities.  In  the  day  there  is  an  elemen- 
tary and  an  industrial  school.  In  the  evening  large  groups  of 
men  and  women  attend  the  classes  in  English  and  the  industrial 
shops  are  filled  with  boys  and  men  who  work  during  the  day. 
From  these  many  of  the  library  borrowers  are  drawn,  but  the 
greater  number  come  from  outside  schools,  public  and  paro- 
chial, and  from  the  neighborhood  in  general.  In  the  evening 
the  foreign  borrowers  and  many  half-grown  boys  come  in. 
The  foreign  circulation  has  been  gaining  steadily  each  week 
and  Polish,  Lithuanian,  Italian,  and  Yiddish  books  are  in  de- 
mand.    There  is  a  definite  need  for  library  service  in  the 
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community  and  each  week  the  library  reaches  more  of  the 
adults. 

At  the  Schenley  High  School  Library  404  books  belonging 
to  the  permanent  collection  of  the  Schenley  High  School 
Library  were  classified  and  catalogued  by  the  Carnegie  Library. 
These  included  about  350  books  for  general  reading  bought  by 
the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  and  about  fifty-four  titles 
of  reference  books  bought  by  the  Board  of  Education.  The 
Board  of  Education  also  subscribed  to  fifty-two  periodicals 
and  the  library  has  received  regularly  ten  or  more  other  maga- 
zines as  gifts.  The  collections  of  pamphlets  and  newspaper 
clippings  have  been  added  to  throughout  the  school  year.  A 
special  drawer  has  been  arranged  to  take  care  of  all  local  and 
state  publications  and  local  questions  of  current  interest. 

The  circulation  for  the  year  shows  a  gain  of  2,445  over  that 
of  191 8.  The  fiction  per  cent  is  only  forty-one,  while  history 
is  ten  and  one-half,  literature  ten,  science  seven  and  one-half, 
and  biography  seven. 

Instruction  in  the  use  of  books  and  the  library  was  given 
to  all  sophomore  English  classes  in  the  spring  and  fall,  a  total 
of  one  hundred  ninety  lectures  to  nineteen  gfroups.  This  work 
has  progressed  very  smoothly  and  the  English  teachers  have 
expressed  many  times  their  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the 
course. 

Three  other  schools  have  requested  school  libraries  and 
the  principal  at  Greenfield  School  has  asked  that  that  station 
be  opened  in  the  evening  for  the  use  of  the  adult  pupils  in  the 
evening  school.  It  has  been  impossible,  however,  to  extend 
the  work  this  year. 

Classroom  collections  were  sent  to  eighty-three  public 
schools,  thirty-one  parochial  schools,  eight  private  schools, 
and  four  Sunday  schools,  to  the  School  for  the  Blind,  and  to 
a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  summer  camp.  These  collections  have  varied  in 
size  and  kind  in  accordance  with  the  needs  of  the  school ;  some 
are  for  reference  only,  others  include  books  for  recreation. 
Many  schools  are  being  reorganized  on  the  departmental  plan, 
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and  this  has  created  a  demand  for  larger  special  collections  to  be 
used  in  the  class  room  for  reference.  Large  collections  have 
been  sent  to  the  continuation  schools  where  the  books  are  an 
integral  part  of  the  course  of  study.  The  relations  between 
schools  and  Library  are  most  cordial  and  leave  little  to  be 
desired.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  results  which  might  be  ac- 
complished if  the  resources  of  the  Library  permitted. 

Story-Telling 

Fhom  the  keport  of  Mifts  Whiteman 

An  increased  interest  in  the  story-telling  has  been  noticeable 
this  year,  especially  since  October.  Since  the  activities  incident 
to  the  war  in  which  children  were  taking  part  have  ceased,  the 
children  are  apparently  coming  back  to  their  normal  interests. 

The  total  attendance  at  story  hours  and  on  other  occasions 
when  stories  were  told  was  105,605,  which  is  an  increase  of 
46,817  over  last  year.  Four  thousand  six  hundred  eighty-one 
stories  were  told.  The  attendance  at  regular  story  hours  for 
little  children,  in  one  afternoon  ran  as  high  as  486  (at  South 
Side  Branch)  and  507  (at  Wylie  Avenue  Branch).  For  cycle 
story  hours  the  attendance  was  in  some  instances  over  one 
hundred  in  an  afternoon.  For  special  story  hours  the  numbers 
were  sometimes  larger  than  this. 

A  great  appreciation  has  been  shown  of  the  stories  and 
books  containing  the  same.  In  one  branch  where  a  cycle  from 
the  "Iliad"  and  the  "Odyssey"  was  told  last  year,  there  is  still 
a  marked  demand  for  the  books.  The  little  children,  as  usual, 
take  all  the  books  they  can  obtain  containing  stories  told  in  the 
story  hours,  and  as  usual,  but  few  of  these  books  are  to  be 
found  on  the  shelves. 

Because  of  limited  staff  the  children  have  been  taken  to  the 
story  hour  rooms  in  much  larger  numbers  than  is  desirable. 
No  advertising  of  the  story  hours  has  been  done  at  Wylie  Ave- 
nue Branch  except  by  means  of  a  poster  in  the  Library,  yet  it 
has  been  almost  impossible  to  take  care  of  the  children  who 
have  come  for  the  express  purpose  of  hearing  stories.  Single 
groups  have  been  made  up  of  over  two  hundred  children. 
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The  programs  of  the  story  hours  for  little  children  were 
made  up  to  a  great  extent  of  the  ever  popular  folk  tales.  Thcjr 
were  selected  chiefly  from  Norse,  German,  and  English  sources 
because  of  the  superior  dramatic  qualities  of  these  stories ;  but 
folk  tales  of  lesser  value  from  Flanders,  Wales,  and  other 
sources  were  used  to  give  variety.  The  modern  realistic  stories, 
a  few  modem  fairy  tales,  and  other  types,  also  had  their  place 
on  the  programs.  A  very  short  cycle  of  stories  from  Lagerlof's 
"Wonderful  Adventures  of  Nils  '  was  told  in  some  places.  At 
South  Side  Branch  and  Soho,  where  the  older  children  coming 
to  this  story  hour  were  separated  from  the  very  young  ones,  the 
older  ones  were  given  little  cycles  of  Norse  myths  and  of  Robin 
Hood  stories,  as  one  story  from  each  of  these  sources  led  to  a 
demand  for  others  of  the  same  kind. 

Wherever  it  has  been  possible,  the  very  little  children  have 
been  taken  in  separate  groups  and  told  cumulative,  repetitive, 
and  other  simple  stories,  and  have  heard  nursery  rhymes  and 
suitable  poems.  Poetry  was  used  to  some  extent  in  the  story 
hours.  Cycles  from  the  traditional  hero  tales  were  told  in  the 
story  hours  for  older  children.  Stories  from  the  "Iliad"  and 
the  "Odyssey"  were  told  in  several  of  the  branches,  and  Norse 
sagas  and  myths  and  stories  of  Robin  Hood  in  others.  A  short 
cycle  from  the  Cuchulain  saga  finished  the  season  in  some 
instances.  During  November  and  December  a  short  cycle  of 
Arthurian  legends  was  told  at  West  End  Branch  in  response 
to  a  request  from  the  schools. 

A  plan  for  arousing  a  wider  interest  than  usual  in  the  story 
hours  for  older  children  was  tried  at  Homewood  Branch.  The 
first  story  of  the  cycle  was  told  to  children  of  the  fifth,  sixth, 
seventh,  and  eighth  grades  of  all  schools  in  the  district  during 
November  and  December,  and  they  were  then  invited  to  hear 
the  other  stories  of  the  series  at  the  branch  after  January  first. 
These  classes  were  grouped  in  the  auditoriums  of  the  various 
school  buildings  or  brought  to  the  auditorium  of  the  branch 
during  school  hours.  In  this  way  a  large  number  of  children 
heard  the  first  story  and  were  most  enthusiastic  in  their  desire 
to  hear  the  rest  of  the  cycle.    The  teachers  also  appeared  to  be 
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more  appreciative  than  ever  before  of  the  value  of  the  literature 
presented  in  this  way,  and  of  the  time  and  thought  given  to  the 
preparation  of  great  literature  for  story-telling. 

The  playground  work  for  19 19  covered  a  period  of  six 
weeks  from  June  ninth  to  July  eighteenth.  Lawrence  Park, 
West  Penn  Playground,  Warrington  Park,  and  Washington 
Park  were  the  four  active  centers.  The  fourteen  students  of 
the  Library  School  taking  the  course  for  children's  librarians 
were  assigned  for  story-telling — two  at  each  of  the  four  recrea- 
tion parks.  Story  hours  were  also  held,  either  by  special 
arrangement  or  informally,  during  July  and  August  by  the 
children's  librarians  of  near-by  branches  in  four  other  play- 
ground centers — Arsenal  Park,  Homewood  Playground,  Lewis 
Park,  and  Wabash  Playground.  All  story  hours  were  held 
in  the  afternoon  from  four  to  five.  There  was  no  morning 
work  as  in  other  years.  In  Lawrence,  West  Penn,  and  Wash- 
ington, stories  were  told  on  two  afternoons  per  week,  in  War- 
rington on  Thursday  afternoon  only. 

The  statistics  show  a  total  of  over  three  thousand  children 
who  heard  stories  during  the  six  weeks. 

Central  Children's  Room 

From  tiic  report  op  Miss  ALDRrcii 

The  circulation  for  1919  was  58,740,  which  is  5,459  greater 
than  for  any  year  in  the  history  of  the  roc^n  and  1 1,459  greater 
than  that  of  191 4  which  was  considered  the  big  year  in  the  his- 
:ory  of  the  Library. 

For  several  years  Holmes  School  has  sent  a  class  (without 
I  teacher)  to  the  Central  Children's  Room  every  school  day 
"or  one  hour  of  reference  work  on  special  topics  assigned  pre- 
viously by  the  teacher.  During  the  year  just  closed  the  Belle- 
"ield  School  has  also  been  sending  classes  regularly  for  the 
ame  periods.  This  means  that  for  one  hour  every  afternoon 
:xcept  Saturday,  two  separate  classes  (without  teachers)  are 
loing  reference  work  at  the  same  time  on  different  subjects. 
Naturally  this  presents  a  problem.    Not  only  is  it  necessary  to 
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have  on  hand  material  in  which  one  child  can  find  an  answer 
to  his  question,  but  there  must  be  sufficient  books  for  forty 
children  at  the  same  time  to  each  find  an  answer  to  the  same 
question.  It  takes  practically  all  the  time  of  one  person  during 
the  school  vear  to  handle  this  reference  work  and  it  is  some- 
times  necessary  to  call  upon  other  departments'  for  material. 
However,  the  returns  are  great,  in  appreciation  from  the 
schools  and  teachers  and  in  increased  demand  for  books  by  the 
children. 

An  interesting  phase  of  the  work  in  this  room  is  its  use  by 
adults — teachers,  parents,  and  students  of  children's  literature 
who  come  for  source  material,  for  advice  before  buying,  and 
for  general  help  in  selection.  Along  this  line,  a  special  book 
exhibit  held  in  November  in  connection  with  the  "Children's 
Book  Week"  announced  by  the  publishers  and  which  embraced 
our  usual  Christmas  exhibit,  proved  most  satisfactory.  TTie 
people  who  attended  were  most  appreciative  of  the  help  to  be 
gained  from  seeing  and  handling  approved  titles  and  specially 
attractive  editions  before  going  to  the  stores  to  make  their 
Christmas  purchases. 

An  unusual  percentage  of  borrowers  from  the  Central  Chil- 
dren's Room  are  boys.  The  evening  work  is  largely  with  inter- 
mediates, who  need  serious  and  thoughtful  attention,  and  with 
"gangs,"  who  require  a  strong  hand  in  control  and  from  whose 
ranks  some  of  our  most  interested  borrowers  are  recruited. 

Soho  Children's  Reading  Room 

• 

The  Soho  library  was  conducted  solely  for  children's  use 
until  November  25,  1918  when  a  small  collection  of  adult  books 
was  placed  in  one  comer  of  the  reading  room  and  an  attempt 
made  to  bring  them  to  the  attention  of  the  men  who  visit  the 
Settlement.  This  has  not  proved  satisfactory.  As  the  room  is 
fitted  with  small  tables  and  chairs  it  does  not  attract  grown 
people.  Now  that  the  men's  club  room  has  been  completed,  a 
better  opportunity  may  present  itself.  There  has  been  some 
demand  for  vocational  books  and  books  in  foreign  languages. 
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The  room  was  kept  open  during  the  summer  with  encourag- 
ing results.  Informal  story  hours  were  held  and  the  children 
were  allowed  to  use  two  tables  in  the  room  for  quiet  games  such 
as  checkers,  dominoes,  parchesi,  and  picture  puzzles.  This  use 
of  the  room  has  not  lessened  the  use  of  the  books.  The  circula- 
tion for  the  year  was  21,379,  which  is  an  increase  of  2,190 
voltunes  over  191 8. 

The  greatest  stimulus  to  the  children's  reading  has  been  the 
literary  clubs  reported  elsewhere.  The  librarian  in  charge  says 
these  clubs  also  tend  to  develop  team  play,  loyalty,  resourceful- 
ness, and  self-reliance  in  the  individual  members  and  are  an  aid 
to  discipline,  as  club  members  feel  an  added  responsibility 
toward  the  library. 

Lawrenceville  Branch 

FkOM   the  BBFOBT  of  MiH  FifHU 

In  thinking  over  the  past  year  at  Lawrenceville  one  has  the 
feeling  that  in  many  ways  it  has  been  a  critical  year  in  its  his- 
tory. The  war  had  definite  problems  and  to  a  great  extent  our 
place  was  to  do  our  part  in  an  active  way  to  help  solve  those 
problems.  The  people  were  awakened  to  a  common  need  and, 
while  the  expression  of  the  satisfaction  of  that  need  might  be 
different,  there  was  a  popular  appeal  which  had  been  aroused 
and  fostered  by  national  war  agencies. 

Lawrenceville  with  its  surrounding  communities  has  been 
one  of  the  places — because  of  its  location,  history,  and  future — 
where  many  have  realized  that  a  community  spirit  should  be 
developed,  and  during  the  last  twenty  years  there  have  been 
various  attempts  along  this  line;  many  times  the  Library  has 
been  the  center  around  which  it  hoped  to  work.  Of  all  these 
attempts  the  community  "sings"  given  by  the  Lawrenceville 
Committee  tmder  the  direction  of  the  Department  of  Health 
and  Recreation,  Council  of  National  Defense,  were  most  suc- 
cessful. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  this  work  was  discontinued  and 
while  a  permanent  standing  committee,  with  funds  at  its  dis- 
posal, was  formed,  there  seemed  to  be  no  general  movements 
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with  popular  enrxigh  appeal  to  bring  to  life  the  actmting^  force 
that  malce^  this  thing  known  and  felt  in  a  distrkt.  The  need 
wa%  ju%t  aft  %Wm% — perhaps  stronger:  the  material  was  there 
U)  work  with ;  the  romantic  element,  which  is  to  be  focmd  m  a 
fa%t  deveU/ping  industrial  center  with  its  polj-g^oc  populatioii, 
was  there ;  fjut  there  was  not  a  leader  or  organizer  interested  in 
the  a^nmunity,  with  an  idea  big  enough  to  take  in  more  than 
a  small  gr^^p  of  per4>le. 

'f'here  are  many  social  agencies  in  Lawrenceville.  Among 
these  are  the  Y,  M.  C.  A.,  the  Y.  W.  C  A.,  St.  Mary's  Lyceum, 
the  Hath  (louse,  I^wrence  and  Arsenal  Park  Playgrounds, 
and  the  Visiting  Nurses  Associations-each  doing  sidendid 
work  along  its  own  line  but  leaving  a  great  part  of  the  popula* 
tion  etitirely  untouched.  The  vast  number  employed  in  the 
inrluHtrial  plants  are  left  without  much  educational  and  recrea- 
tirmal  otitlet.  It  is  not  always  because  these  opportunities  are 
larking,  but  the  approach  is  too  difficult.  Some  of  the  business 
firms  arc  conscious  of  this  and  a  movement  is  on  foot  to  estab- 
lisli  sM*ial  service  in  the  various  industrial  plants.  This  is  a 
Hplcndirl  idea,  for  one  realizes  that  under  such  conditions 
Americanization  is  a  much  greater  problem  than  merely  teach- 
ing rcacling  juid  writing.  In  one  of  the  near-by  mills  there 
arc  484  men  employed.  Of  this  number  only  174  can  read  and 
write  any  ICnglish,  ;ind  of  the  entire  number  only  thirty-three 
|K!r  (Tnt  arc  literate  in  their  own  languages.  The  problem  is 
l)i|^;  but  one  thing  that  is  apparent  is  the  need  of  a  common 
meeting  ground  where  there  is  neither  political,  religious,  nor 
HtK'ial  bias. 

The  Library  could  be  that  place;  and  its  chief  function,  that 
of  providing  b(M)ks  for  its  public,  could  be  increased  many  fold 
if  the  social  agencies  were  more  thoroughly  aroused  to  the 
needs  of  the  district  and  we  could  act  as  a  common  meeting 
center  where  each  .activity  was  made  aware  of  and  conversant 
with  other  activities  of  the  place. 

With  no  big  movement,  either  national  or  local,  with  which 
to  unite  ourselves,  we  have  offered  our  services  when  possible 
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to  tell  stories  both  to  adults  and  to  children.  The  total  attend- 
ance inside  and  outside  the  branch  was  10,432.  Early  in  the 
year  we  were  asked  by  Mr.  Ball,  Director  of  the  Playgrounds 
Association,  to  make  short  addresses  on  Roosevelt  at  our  two 
parks.  We  were  able  to  get  the  boy's  secretary  at  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  to  do  this,  and  a  good  talk  with  funny  stories  was  re- 
ported by  some  of  our  children.  Stories  were  told  several  times 
for  the  Industrial  Men's  Club  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  a  club  made 
up  of  representatives  of  the  various  industrial  firms.  We  also 
told  stories  to  groups  of  foreign  girls,  to  factory  girls,  and  at 
meetings  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 

Our  work  with  foreigners  is  increasing,  but  the  location  of 
the  branch,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  much  property  is  being 
bought  by  those  of  foreign  birth,  makes  it  a  little  difficult  of 
approach.  We  are  still  a  neighborhood  library  because  of  our 
location.  We  need  small  deposit  stations  in  the  congested  dis- 
trict, or,  better  still,  deposits  of  books  in  small  ccanmunity 
houses. 

In  our  efforts  to  get  the  non-English-speaking  people  to 
the  Library,  we  have  refused  foreign  books  on  juvenile  cards 
and  have  insisted  that  the  Library  be  visited  at  least  once  for 
registration.  This  plan  has  been  very  successful,  because  after 
the  first  visit  there  is  little  timidity  about  coming.  When  it  is 
impossible  for  any  one  to  come  because  of  sickness  or  irregular 
hours  of  working,  we  have  made  home  visits. 

The  gain  in  circulation  both  adult  and  juvenile  is  extremely 
satisfactory.  The  adult  circulation  is  the  largest  since  1914  and 
the  juvenile  since  1913. 

Our  reference  work  was  very  diversified  and  the  grade  and 
high  school  children  brought  us  the  greater  part  of  it.  Since 
the  Bureau  of  Standards  has  moved  its  offices  to  Washington, 
most  of  our  technical  questions  come  from  untrained  men.  A 
representative  from  a  large  forge  concern  called  to  ask  that  we 
purchase  several  technical  books  which  had  been  recommended 
to  the  men.  Later  he  told  us  of  the  class  in  mechanical  drawing 
that  had  been  started.  He  was  interested  to  know  if  a  certain 
book  which  had  been  of  value  to  him  was  still  in  the  Library. 
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«j|r*/»>>  afrvJ^  B%>  '/xr.-rr^^  the*  Tear  scii  »«  bar^  iooad  k 

West  End  Branch 

'\}wi  y^At  at  V»>»t  E.'v!  hrzr^r.  has  been  characusized  by 
an  rH//rt  t//  itrtugtirten  irvt  work  in  the  branch,  to  increase  its 
tiv;ffjirMr^^  t//  the  yiitAic,  an^  thu»  tr^  fecisre  that  coondeoce  of 
the  \ff/rffr^tr%  v^  mtxrh  desired  in  any  library  oomannuty. 
Tht%  ha%  tieen  ar>y^np]ished  liv  a>operation  throngfa  vaiioas 
channeU,  a^  the  duM,  iwrhooh,  churches,  and  other  agencies 
within  the  Lil/rary  district.  As  a  resuh  the  work  has  pro- 
ICff't^'^i  ^tnfffAMy  and  has  increased  steadily  in  volume. 

'I  lie  m/;st  interefitinf;  and  perhaps  the  most  successful  work 
with  intrrrnediateH  done  in  1919.  was  the  series  of  "book  talks" 
whirh  were  ^iven  to  the  children  of  the  upper  grades  from 
I  jH'kty,  ThadrleuH  Stevens,  and  St.  James  schools.  These  talkb 
were  hancd  on  the  siii/|)Iementary  reading  lists  in  the  ''Tentative 
Outline"  and  were  rlesigned  to  arouse  an  interest  on  the  part  of 
flic  Ufyn  atid  girls  in  the  t)est  in  literature  and  to  help  them  form 
tlir  readifig  habit. 

Thry  wrrc  given  at  the  branch  on  school  time;  twelve 
cliffrrrnt  groiqis  came  to  the  Library,  making  a  total  of  over 
350  iHiyji  and  girls  of  the  upper  grades  who  were  reached  in 
thin  way.  Only  the  best  reiK)rts  came  back  from  the  teachers, 
all  of  whom  felt  that  the  talks  had  been  decidedly  worth  while. 

Al  the  rc<njrst  of  the  teachers,  talks  on  the  use  of  the  Li- 
brary wrrc  given  to  two  eighth  grade  classes  about  to  enter 
KivrrMidr  High  ScIhk)!.  I.ater  in  the  year  similar  talks  were 
given  at  Hir  high  hcIkm)!;  also  a  practical  course  in  the  use  of 
rcfrrnuT  lMH»kH  to  the  students  who  were  going  on  to  South 
IlillM  IlighSclHMil. 

The  usual  weekly  story  hours  were  held  at  the  branch.  On 
Motulav  aftrnuM)!)  stories  were  told  to  the  little  folks  and  on 
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Thursday  the  cycle  stories  were  told  to  the  older  boys  and  girls. 
The  attendance  at  both  story  hours  has  been  unusually  good. 
In  addition  to  the  regular  weekly  story  hours,  stories  were  told 
in  the  schools  and  in  the  summer  to  the  children  from  Wabash 
playground.  Special  Christmas  stories  were  told  at  a  meeting 
of  the  "Literary  Twenty." 

It  is  through  the  reference  work  that  the  librarian  really 
becomes  acquainted  with  the  public,  and  it  has  been  truly  grati- 
fying at  West  End  Branch  to  find  people  in  every  line  of  work 
turning  naturally  to  the  Library  for  help  and  suggestion,  be  it 
for  a  reference  question,  club  work,  a  bazar,  plays,  speeches, 
debates,  or  what  not. 

The  closest  relations  have  been  maintained  throughout  the 
year  with  the  women's  clubs  of  West  End,  Crafton,  Ingram. 
Sheraden,  and  Carnegie.  The  program  committees  of  three 
of  the  clubs  met  at  the  branch  to  outline  the  plan  of  work  for 
the  coming  year.  The  programs  when  completed  were  sent  to 
the  branch  where  the  material  was  looked  up  and  listed  for 
future  reference. 

There  has  been  a  very  pleasing  increase  in  the  use  of  the 
foreign  collection.  Books  were  circulated  in  seven  languages, 
the  Polish  and  German  predominating.  The  Polish  Mothers' 
Club  of  Thaddeus  Stevens  School  met  in  the  branch  club  room 
one  afternoon,  thus  affording  an  opportunity  to  talk  with  them 
about  the  Library  and  to  explain  its  usefulness  both  to  them- 
selves and  to  their  children.  This  has  done  much  toward 
breaking  down  that  feeling  of  hesitancy  on  the  part  of  the 
foreign  parents,  which  has  been  felt  so  keenly,  especially  among 
the  Polish  women.  Early  in  the  year  the  night  school  classes 
were  visited  to  invite  the  foreigners  to  the  Library.  They 
responded  instantly,  about  twelve  of  them  coming  to  the  branch 
to  take  out  cards.  A  study  comer  in  the  children's  room  was 
arranged  for  them  with  books  in  foreign  languages  and  "easy 
books  for  foreigners"  especially  selected  for  their  use.  These 
men  are  now  using  the  branch  with  the  freedom  of  ownership. 

In  order  to  interest  some  of  the  working  men  and  women 
of  the  district,  visits  were  made  to  the  Taylor  &  Wilson  Manu- 
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facturing  Company,  the  West  End  Steam  Laundry,  and  the 
Seven  Baker  Brothers.  In  the  last  two  an  opportunity  was 
afforded  the  visitor  to  speak  informally  to  the  employees,  her 
subject  being  the  purpose  of  a  public  library  in  the  conmiunity. 
A  cordial  invitation  was  extended  to  the  g^rls  to  visit  the 
Library  and  learn  its  resources. 

The  firemen  in  the  two  engine  houses  in  the  district  con- 
tinue their  use  of  the  Library,  some  member  of  the  force  acting 
as  messenger  to  carry  the  books  back  and  forth. 

In  January  the  librarian  helped  in  the  house  to  house  canvas 
in  the  interest  of  the  American  and  Syrian  Relief  campaign, 
and  the  entire  staff  took  part  in  the  Victory  Loan  drive  in 
April. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a  banner  year  in  191 9. 
The  circulation  was  56,919,  showing  an  encouraging  gain  both 
in  adult  and  juvenile  departments.  This  is  due  in  part,  no 
doubt,  to  the  reaction  after  the  strenuous  war  work  of  1918. 
The  close  relationships  established  between  the  Library  and  the 
commtmity  at  that  time  have  done  much  toward  making  the 
year  a  success. 

Wylie  Avenue  Branch 

Fkom  thb  bbfoit  of  Miss  Windsoi 

If  you  know  a  dignified  quiet  library  where  the  books  on 
the  shelves  contain  all  the  wealth  that  the  ancients  had  to 
bequeath  us,  and  only  the  best  of  our  modems  are  admitted; 
where  the  pictures  and  statues  look  down  in  peace  upon  the 
students  who  close  the  padded  doors  and  reverently  approach 
the  tables  under  the  shaded  lights ;  where  the  assistants  softly 
bring  the  volumes  that  are  wanted  and  nothing  disturbs  the  re- 
pose and  atmosphere  of  thought;  if  your  heritage  has  been 
happy  enough  to  have  included  such  a  library  experience,  come 
with  me  and  let  me  show  you  the  library  where  I  find  inspira- 
tion of  another  kind. 

It  is  little  people's  story  hour  day  at  Wylie  and  as  I  sit  at 
the  children's  door  charging  juvenile  books  as  quickly  as  I  can 
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handle  them,  the  double  line  blocks  the  door  in  front  of  me  and 
I  catch  only  the  hum  and  noise  of  the  fluctuating  mob  in  the 
room  beyond.  The  rush  behind  me  to  the  discharging  desk 
is  steady,  and  as  I  glance  hurriedly  up,  mechanically  stamping 
the  book  in  front  of  me,  I  see  the  two  girls  at  the  desk,  with 
practiced  hand  and  eye,  glancing  at  the  children,  the  books, 
stamping  their  cards,  and  adjusting  the  thousand  and  one 
problems  which  come  up. 


"How  did  this  new  book  get  into  such  a  condition  ?" 
"Oh,  I  dimno,  I  guess  I  drop  it  too  many  times." 

Needless  to  say,  it  is  a  happy-go-lucky  small  colored  boy  and 
when  he  is  penalized  for  his  neglect,  he  goes  home  and  gets  the 
money  to  pay  his  fine.  The  times  are  good  and  most  of  the 
fines  are  paid. 

"Teacher,  my  baby  got  my  book  while  I  was  at  school  and 
tore  the  pocket.    How  much  is  it  ?" 

"Can  you  direct  me  to  the  shelf  where  the  books  on  phil- 
osophy are  kept?"  A  tall  colored  man  has  leaned  over  the 
double  row  of  children  between  him  and  the  desk  and  speaks 
rather  loudly  to  make  himself  heard  above  the  sound  of  scuf- 
fling feet  on  the  marble  floor. 

"I  want  a  story  called  the  'Mystery  Book.'  A  boy  told  it 
in  our  room  at  school,  and  it's  about  a  ship  with  a  bright  light, 
and  he  didn't  have  time  to  finish  it." 

"Do  you  know  what  book  it  is  the  children  want?  (It  is 
an  assistant  from  the  children's  room  who  asks.)  There  is  a 
whole  group  of  boys  and  girls  demanding  it.  The  colored  boy 
who  told  the  story  is  certainly  a  good  press  agent — and  they 
say,  'he  got  it  in  the  hall.'  " 

"It  must  be  Stewart  Edward  White's  The  Mystery.'  It's 
the  only  tale  I  think  of  which  answers  that  description." 


"Miss  Windsor,  can  you  think  what  poem  this  child  wants? 
Please  tell  Miss  Windsor  what  it  is." 
"I  want  a  poem  called  'Perangle.'  " 
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"I  have  looked  through  Granger,  and  he  doesn't  know  who 
wrote  it.    You  don't  know  how  it  begins,  do  you,  son  ?** 

"Oh,  yes !  It  starts :  'We,  the  people  of  the  United  States.' " 
We  both  laugh  quietly  and  he  is  given  a  history. 

A  noise  like  the  New  York  elevated  rushing  through  a 
narrow  street  is  the  signal  that  the  line  is  coming  up  the  iron 
stairway  from  the  first  story.  Becky  is  leading  the  group  and 
laughing  gleefully.  Becky  is  a  small  Jewess  between  four  and 
five  years  old  with  large  brown  eyes  and  usually  a  very  stolid 
expression. 

"What  was  the  story  about,  Becky?" 

"Little  Black  Sambo,  and  he  ate  too  many  pancakes.  I  go 
down  again  (with  determination).  Why  don't  you  story  every 
day?" 

Becky  came  to  Miss  McCracken  one  day  recently  and  said, 
"Mrs.  Cracker,  did  you  buy  this  book?" 

"Yes,  Becky.    Why?" 

"Teacher,  (very  earnestly  and  rather  contemptuously) 
"did  you  buy  it  ?  This  ain't  no  good  book.  You  pay  too  much 
money.    This  book  has  pictures  just  one  side." 

I  hand  my  pencil  over  to  an  assistant  who  has  just  come  in 
and  go  into  the  children's  room  to  see  what  is  happening.  The 
atmosphere  catches  me  and  grips  my  throat  as  though  with 
clutching  fingers.  The  windows  are  all  down  from  the  top 
and  the  assistants  wear  sweaters,  but  the  air  near  the  door  is 
heavy,  with  that  peculiar  musky  odor  that  is  thrown  off  from  a 
crowd  of  stirring  little  bodies  confined  in  heavy  clothing. 

If  you  have  ever  watched  the  cook  pour  raisins,  citron, 
currants,  and  spices  into  the  batter  for  her  cake  and  begin  to 
stir  it,  you  have  some  conception  of  the  scene.  The  children 
dart  through  the  crowd  and  take  advantage  of  every  movement 
of  the  mass.  The  tables  are  the  only  stable  things  to  be  seen, 
and  they  are  mostly  covered  with  children  leaning  on  them 
reading,  or  sitting  on  them  looking  at  pictures.  There  are  no 
chairs  because  there  is  no  room.  Each  square  foot  of  space 
must  accommodate  a  child.     At  the  first  table  a  little  girl  is 
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reading  with  one  foot  braced  against  the  table  leg.  The  chil- 
dren fall  over  her,  push  her  as  they  crowd  by,  and  she  sways 
as  a  reed  does  when  the  water  rushes  past,  and,  completely 
absorbed  in  her  fairy  tale,  is  utterly  unconscious  of  the  noise 
around. 

The  group  around  the  desk  waiting  to  register  or  to  get 
their  cards,  is  listening  intently  to  the  questions  the  assistant 
is  asking  one  small  applicant  for  a  borrower's  card.  They  hang 
over  her  back  and  surround  the  desk  till  she  is  hemmed  in  by  a 
wall  of  little  people. 

The  waiting  line  for  the  next  story  is  pressed  against  the 
wall  on  my  left  and  reaches  in  a  long  queue  aroimd  the  edge  of 
the  room.  There  are  children  of  all  sizes,  though  the  stories 
are  arranged  to-day  for  smaller  children.  The  word  has  gone 
around  that  we  are  telling  "Little  Black  Sambo"  and  they  all 
love  it.  Great  big  boys  and  girls  get  into  line,  some  of  them 
rather  sheepishly.  We  explain  that  the  cycle  story  for  older 
boys  and  girls  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  but  it  does  not  change 
their  attitude  and  we  desist. 

The  guard  has  just  brought  in  an  armful  of  fairy  tales  and 
the  children  surround  him  just  as  the  chickens  do  the  farmer's 
wife  when  she  comes  through  the  gate  with  a  pan  of  meal. 

I  am  besieged  with  questions  as  soon  as  I  enter  the  door. 

"Teacher,  I  want  a  book  with  pictures  at  the  beginning  and 
the  end  of  the  chapters,  do  you  know  what  I  mean?" 

It  is  a  Greek  boy  about  eleven  years  old  with  snapping  black 
eyes. 

"My  teacher  asked  the  class  this  morning,  if  we  knew  what 
kind  of  books  had  head  pieces  and  tail  pieces,  and  after  much 
discussion  one  g^rl  raised  her  hand  and  said,  *I  know.  A  story 
about  animals.'  " 

He  enjoys  the  joke  as  much  as  I  do  and  discusses  the  artis- 
tic value  of  the  books  I  show  him. 

"Please  give  me  a  book  about  cotton." 

"I  want  The  Adventures  of  Buffalo  Bill.'  " 

"Teacher,  I  had  that  book  and  he  goes  and  took  it  off  me." 
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t;«/«>  4'^'.  turr  c.  *r-nq[  v.  f:nri  icrerri'"*  =trr:^.  r:j 

^,'  *   f^r^    wylvr^  ":i«:  -teiL.^  vrrh  "^e 'lahn^  if  3r"-r«     1 

rli/"^^  -;si«K  -5ifx«;f  <nr,'v  ihrnt  "iic  sis^ie  inii  ±cr«  is 

'^,Ar  yv.  ^hTilr  ->f  an-'  -d-cr  Vxic  ^ar  ieals  witi  saccess. 
r,  'AT,/  »7'A  t ''      7?.<*  'iit^csi:r:n4f  icadc  as^L'?Qnt  j:ck3  acperzQr 

""^n-y,  •i'.^rr:  v,  •!:#►  reference  r'cc:.     Den':  ry  re  aandk 

"f>it  fl-i^/'/e  eyharwterf  aH  we  have.  Toe  teacher  didn't 
l*t  11^  l^f»/,-//  kY^^5if\  anrf  the  nru  ten  got  ±e  best  tnarerial:  and 
*/*r/  f//Jr  ^T»  p^W\r\,  f/n  l^x^me*.^..  and  the  tKOgraphy  of 
fhitrt  0fho  /li/l  ^iUf^tfl,  h^\  JT'^^Tie.  And  «:II  they  come. 
xfttf]^ftf  iff/fu  fb^  f'.n^^Ii^h  rla=-.e«.  at  Fifth  Avenue  High  School 
hi%i.  Ut  y/rif^  ;iri  **^^;iy  (A  a  th^>ti^and  word:?." 

J  '//;inf  ;i  jj'i^'^I  «itory.  Anything  you  recommend.  Some- 
fhif»|/  li|/(il  ;iri/|  nif irrly  away  fr^^m  my  problems."  The  request 
i-:  umAp  \iy  llii-  li#-a/|  /;f  the  colored  settlement  in  the  neighbor- 
\vinA.  iind  whrri  I  mi^grnt  the  detective  story  that  kept  me  up 
\Uv  fH|/lit  \tp\nu\  hr  lanjfhn  and  says,  "J^^^  ^^e  thing.  But  I  see 
\n\s  vviiri  Irf  iiu*  jrrt  away  from  srnrial  problems,  as  it  deals 
Willi  (  liitiiilfiwti  \\y  tlir  way,  T  would  like  a  book  that  gives 
llir  fifffiiiii/Mtinii  fif  a  chnral  society,  too,  and  any  simple  by- 
lnwp  fill  11  lMiy«i*  rhih.  that  the  Iniys  can  understand." 
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I  do  the  best  I  can  for  him  and  promise  to  borrow  more 
books  from  the  Main  Library,  and  he  joins  the  group  arotmd 
the  desk  where  the  grown  people  have  their  books  charged 
before  leaving.  Another  line  of  children  crowds  past  to  the 
story  hour,  and  the  adults  move  aside  and  let  it  go  by. 

"Would  you  like  to  have  these  Yiddish  books  for  four 
weeks  ?" 

"Did  you  get  the  book  that  came  from  Central  for  you  to- 
day?" The  assistant  has  spied  the  principal  of  one  of  our 
schools  who  is  busily  engaged  in  preparing  a  lecture  course  to 
be  delivered  at  the  University  and  who  comes  in  to  us  for  many 
books  each  week. 

"Here  is  some  one  who  wishes  to  speak  to  you." 

I  stop  looking  for  "the  care  of  the  blind  and  deaf  in  this 
country,"  to  speak  to  the  head  of  a  current  events  class  at  the 
Young  Men's  Hebrew  Association.  He  has  brought  in  the 
subject  for  the  next  meeting  so  that  we  can  collect  the  refer- 
ences and  put  the  books  on  the  shelf  kept  for  them  in  the  read- 
ing room.  The  subject  is,  "The  reasons  for  the  present  unrest 
in  the  labor  world,"  and  I  go  into  the  reference  room  to  put  it 
on  the  sticker  to  be  looked  up  in  the  morning.  I  start  back  to 
the  desk  but  am  cut  off  before  I  have  taken  many  steps. 

"I  want  something  about  the  care  of  defectives  in  this 
country." 

"Will  you  please  tell  me  what  this  word  means?  I  don't 
know  how  to  copy  this."  This  query  came  from  a  student 
busily  engaged  in  copying  her  essay  on  flax  from  the  "Britan- 
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I  want  a  book  which  deals  with  the  various  kinds  of  trolley 
systems."  It  is  a  young  colored  man  who  asks  and  I  at  last 
find  out  that  he  is  making  a  model  of  an  electric  railway  system 
and  wishes  to  study  the  trolley  to  be  used. 

"Have  you  a  Russian  dictionary  that  I  can  take  home?" 
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I  have  answered  the  questions — if  I  can — ^that  are  right  in 
front  of  me,  and  am  edging  toward  the  door  because  I  am 
scheduled  to  help  at  the  desk,  and  I  can  see  Mrs.  VonhoM,  who 
is  in  charge  of  the  reference  room,  down  in  the  comer  hunting 
through  all  the  volumes  of  "Who's  Who"  and  passing  eadi 
reference  to  the  waiting  boy  or  girl.  The  English  classes  have 
been  told  to  get  the  lives  of  contemporary  novelists  and  we  wish 
that  Galsworthy,  John  Fox,  Jr.,  and  O.  Henry  had  been  treated 
more  frequently  in  print. 

Every  chair  is  taken,  and  some  of  the  groups  are  standing 
around  two  of  the  tables  where  they  are  all  busily  engaged  in 
hunting  up  the  same  question.  It  is  too  noisy  for  a  reference 
room  and  I  go  over  with  firm  demeanor  and  demand  less 
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It  is  my  fault,  perhaps,"  a  man  speaks  up.  "These  boys 
and  girls  are  sent  here  by  their  teacher  to  find  out  about  the 
tariff  and  these  books  are  much  too  hard.  I  have  been  study- 
ing the  tariff  for  twenty  years  without  finding,  in  print,  any- 
thing a  child  could  understand.  I  have  a  little  daughter  and  I 
know — and  so  I  tell  it  to  them,  and  that  is  why  they  talk." 

I  thank  the  man  for  his  interest.  He  is  a  civil  engineer — 
not  bom  in  America,  as  his  accent  shows — who  reads  here 
every  day  for  a  while  at  least.  If  the  "New  Republic,"  "Na- 
tion," or  some  of  the  other  magazines  are  a  day  late,  he  knows 
it. 

The  regular  clientele  in  this  room  is  very  interesting  and 
extremely  varied.  The  young  Russian  Jews  studying  at  the 
University  of  Pittsburgh  work  here  almost  every  day.  They 
can't  help  arguing  and  we  have  to  ask  many  times  for  silence. 
They  are  good  natured  about  it  and  apologize,  but  forget  just 
as  soon  as  a  question  comes  up  again. 

The  magazine  rack  is  almost  empty.  Just  one  or  two  maga- 
zines left  there,  so  that  one  realizes  that  those  long  strips  of 
oak  board  are  the  racks  that  hold  the  magazines  behind  which 
many  of  our  patrons  sit.  The  newspaper  shelf  is  empty  too 
and  a  man  reads  as  well  as  he  can  with  a  friend  hanging  over 
his  shoulder  stealing  a  glance,  too. 

64 


I  have  been  conscious,  as  I  worked,  that  the  strain  was 
lessening  somewhat,  that  the  confusion  seemed  less  great. 
Then  I  happen  to  glance  at  the  clock  and  realize  it  is  six.  The 
children's  room  is  closed,  and  I  stop  and  consciously  take 
breath.  The  books  that  have  been  returned  during  the  last  two 
hours  are  stacked  as  high  as  we  dare  at  the  desk,  waiting  to  be 
slipped.  The  page,  who  has  been  sitting  on  her  high  stool 
slipping  steadily,  climbs  stiffly  down  and  smiles  as  she  catches 
my  eye. 

"I  got  the  little  children's  books  and  fairy  tales  all  slipped 
and  they've  gone  out  again,  and  I  think  I  can  do  the  rest  when 
[  come  back." 

The  trucks  over  in  the  foreign  language  stacks  arc  loaded 
ivith  books  waiting  to  be  shelved  and  the  book  shelves  look  as 
:hough  a  hail  storm  had  passed  through  the  orderly  rows  of  a 
^rden  and  scattered  and  torn  them  down. 

The  assistants  look  ruefully  at  their  dirty  hands,  while  the 
prls  who  are  coming  in  to  take  charge  to-night  laugh  at  us  as 
hey  come  on  duty. 

"What's  the  circulation  ?  Any  good  ?" 

And  I  answer,  "Not  very  big,"  and  go  to  get  my  hat,  know- 
ng  that  all  the  reconstruction  and  preparation  to  be  done  in  the 
Homing  will  but  get  us  ready  to  meet  to-morrow  afternoon's 
ittack;  knowing  also  that  there  are  312  days,  very  similar,  to 
>e  met  this  coming  year,  and  that  only  the  closest  thought  and 
:are  will  make  the  book  collection  and  the  staff  equal  to  the 
lemand  that  is  made  upon  them. 

If  only  we  had  room  and  equipment  to  give  this  community 
hat  surges  round  us,  some  part  of  that  library  experience  of 
aim  and  peace  and  communion  with  great  minds,  that  is  their 
ight — a  place  where  they  would  not  have  to  fight  for  knowl- 
dge! 

Then  when  the  fresh  night  air  rushes  to  meet  me  at  the 
ipen  door,  I  take  a  long,  deep  breath  and  think,  "Some  day — 
i^ho  knows !" 
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Mount  Washington  Branch 

Fkom  thb  kkport  op  MitS  FURKISS 

The  outlook  at  Mount  Washington  is  most  hopeful,  for 
each  year  there  are  presented  to  us  more  opportunities  for 
increasing  our  field  of  usefulness  although  the  possibilities  of 
success  rest  almost  entirely  upon  a  comparatively  limited 
range :  namely,  the  ability  to  understand  and  meet  the  needs  of 
a  thoroughly  practical-minded  community,  a  commtmity  com- 
posed largely  of  business  men  and  industrial  workers,  and 
including  but  few  professional  men  and  laborers  and  a  n^igi- 
ble  quantity  of  the  foreign  bom. 

In  spite  of  these  apparent  limitations,  a  really  practical  per- 
son usually  sees  the  necessity  for  the  admission  of  a  propor- 
tionate amount  of  the  cultural  and  recreational  influences  into 
his  life,  so  that  the  opportunity  is  offered  to  increase  the  use 
of  cultural  and  recreational  books  as  the  demand  for  technical 
subjects  grows.  There  was  never  a  year  in  which  so  much 
interest  has  been  evinced  in  improved  business  methods  and 
new  machinery  and  helps  toward  the  understanding  of  the 
day's  work;  and  just  in  that  proportion  we  have  been  able  to 
foster  the  desire  for  the  better  novel,  the  better  poem,  the  better 
knowledge  of  the  way  the  other  half  lives,  and  the  better  under- 
standing of  the  foundation  upon  which  our  civilization  is  based 

The  rapidly  increasing  population,  especially  on  the  outer 
edges  of  our  district,  has  magnified  the  school  problem  to  some 
extent ;  but  the  schools  themselves  have  turned  to  us  for  hdp 
in  a  more  concrete  way  than  ever  before.  In  the  present  plan 
of  education  as  outlined  in  the  grade  schools,  the  Library  is 
classed  as  a  laboratory  and  the  school  principals  have  made 
definite  demands  upon  us  for  the  helping  of  teachers  as  well 
as  pupils,  since  there  are  no  libraries  in  the  school  buildings. 
Now  that  there  is  less  text-book  work  and  more  assigned 
topics,  the  result  of  the  pupil  work  depends  largely  upon  the 
assistance  that  we  are  able  to  give.  In  addition  to  periods  of 
formal  instruction  in  library  methods,  we  have  to  give  daily 
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individual  instruction  in  the  use  of  library  tools  to  make 
original  work  possible  on  the  part  of  the  child. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Reference  Committee  of  the  Coim- 
cil,  we  have  been  trying  the  experiment  of  placing  a  limited 
number  of  reference  books  on  the  circulating  shelves.  These 
books  are  conspicuously  labeled  "reference"  and  the  theory  is 
that  such  books  as  Bailey's  "Cyclopedia  of  American  Agricul- 
ture," Crane's  "Business  Law  for  Business  Men/'  and 
"Machinery's  Encyclopedia"  will  be  more  frequently  used  if 
shelved  with  the  circulating  books  on  the  same  subject.  The 
results  have  been  so  good  that  the  number  of  titles  so  treated 
has  been  gradually  increased. 

On  the  whole,  the  results  in  reference  work,  book  circula- 
tion, and  the  general  activities  of  the  branch  have  been  far 
better  than  we  could  reasonably  hope  for  considering  the  size 
of  the  staff  and  the  book  collection. 

Hazelwood  Branch 

FiOM  THB  REroKT  or  Miu  Root 

A  record  of  the  year's  work  at  the  Hazelwood  Branch  is 
one  of  steady  effort  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  staff. 
The  circulation  shows  a  gain,  and  while  the  reference  work  is 
not  overwhelmingly  large  as  to  the  number  of  questions  asked, 
nevertheless  it  is  increasing  and  the  variety  of  these  questions 
makes  that  part  of  the  work  exceedingly  worth  while. 

Work  with  children  is  a  large  part  of  the  life  of  the  Hazel- 
wood  Branch.  The  personal  contact  with  the  child,  after  he 
becomes  a  regular  visitor  to  the  Library,  is  the  thing  which 
counts.  It  is  then  that  the  children's  librarians  are  able  to 
direct  his  reading,  giving  him  those  books  which  are  best  suited 
to  his  age  and  liking,  and  to  be  of  assistance  to  him  in  his 
school  reference  work.  The  point  of  contact  must  first  be 
established,  however,  and  it  is  through  the  school  that  this  is 
made  possible.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  school  princi- 
pals, talks  have  been  given  at  teachers'  meetings  and  the  indi- 
vidual rooms  have  been  visited.     There  an  invitation  was 
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extended  to  the  children  to  come  to  the  Library,  and  a  story 
told.  Special  effort  is  being  made  to  build  up  and  extend  the 
school  reference  work,  and  classes  have  come  to  the  Library 
to  receive  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  catalogue  and  to  learn 
the  location  of  the  books.  Also,  teachers  have  brought  their 
classes  for  periods  of  supplementary  reading  or  reference  work. 

The  weekly  story  hours  have  been  held  as  usual  and  many 
stories  told  in  schools,  at  playgrounds,  and  to  special  groups 
which  have  come  to  the  Library  for  that  purpose. 

The  Woman's  Club  of  Hazelwood,  which  is  an  old  and 
well  established  club,  has  undertaken  an  interesting  piece  of 
work  for  the  winter  1919-20.  Americanization  is  the  theme 
of  their  program  and  their  aim  is  to  become  better  informed 
about  the  history  and  background  of  those  people  who  have 
come  from  other  countries  and  have  accepted  the  United  States, 
and  especially  Pittsburgh,  as  their  adopted  home,  and  thereby 
to  have  a  better  understanding  of  one  of  the  problems  which 
confronts  the  American  people.  Representative  speakers  from 
all  of  the  large  national  groups  in  Pittsburgh  have  been  secured 
to  talk  to  the  club,  and  those  who  have  already  spoken  have 
been  an  inspiration  to  the  members.  The  countries  represented 
are  Czecho-Slovakia,  Greece,  Hungary,  Italy,  Jugoslavia, 
Poland,  Russia,  and  Syria.  It  has  been  the  librarian's  privi- 
lege and  pleasure  to  serve  on  the  committee  which  outlined 
this  program  and  is  helping  to  carry  it  through. 

One  of  the  developments  of  the  year  has  been  a  current 
events  club  which  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  Fifteenth  Ward  Red 
Cross  Auxiliary.  This  is  an  informal  club  open  to  all  who  may 
wish  to  come.  Some  evenings  have  been  devoted  to  an  open 
discussion  of  current  topics,  and  for  other  meetings  there  have 
been  special  speakers.  The  hope  is  that  this  club  may  grow 
and  develop  into  an  organization  which  shall  be  of  lasting 
benefit  to  those  who  attend  and  to  the  community  at  large. 

Numerous  organizations  of  the  community  have  used  the 
Library  as  a  meeting  place  at  various  times  throughout  the 
year.  Those  which  had  any  connection  with  the  war  were  the 
Red  Cross  Auxiliary,  the  Welcome  and  Service  Committee 
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of  the  Twelfth  Zone,  Mothers  of  Democracy,  and  the  Hazel- 
wood  Post  of  the  American  Legion.  The  auditorium  has  also 
been  used  for  entertainments  given  by  churches,  clubs,  etc., 
and  for  other  gr6up  meetings. 

The  Library  has  also  taken  a  part  in  the  community  life 
by  aiding  in  the  Syrian-Armenian  Relief,  Red  Cross,  Jewish 
Welfare,  and  Boy  Scout  campaigns,  by  co-operating  with 
Lewis  Recreation  Park,  Burgwin  Playground,  Public  Health 
Nurses'  Association,  Associated  Charities,  and  International 
Institute. 

The  man  of  foreign  birth  is  a  large  factor  in  the  life  of  the 
Hazelwood  district,  and  one  of  the  problems  which  must  be 
faced  is  how  to  reach  him  more  effectively  to  help  him  to 
understand  that  the  Library  is  an  institution  which  belongs  to 
him  as  well  as  to  his  American  brother,  that  through  it  he  may 
obtain  books  which  will  teach  him  the  language  of  his  adopted 
country  as  well  as  books  in  his  mother  tongue,  and  also  that  he 
may  there  obtain  aid  in  preparing  to  become  a  naturalized 
citizen  of  the  United  States.  No  small  degree  of  effort  has 
been  put  forth  along  this  line  in  the  past  year  through  the 
children  of  these  people  and  through  the  night  schools  and 
other  agencies,  but  an  even  greater  effort  must  be  put  forth  in 
the  months  to  come  if  this  task  is  to  be  accomplished  with  any 
great  degree  of  success. 

East  Liberty  Branch 

FlOll   THE   KZrORT   OF    M18S   EXDICOTT 

The  statistics  for  this  year  show  that  15,622  more  books 
have  been  borrowed  for  home  reading,  that  16,373  i^ore  people 
have  come  to  the  branch,  and  that  654  more  new  borrowers 
have  been  registered  than  during  191 8;  yet  in  lodcing  back 
over  the  records  of  the  twelve  preceding  years,  we  feel  that 
the  Library  has  not  been  used  as  it  could  and  should  be  used  by 
the  community.  Of  course  the  lack  of  new  books  has  been 
keenly  felt,  an  insufficient  number  of  copies  of  the  new  publi- 
cations and  not  enough  replacements  of  the  older  standard 
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books,  but  as  the  price  of  books  has  been  advancing  with  all 
other  prices,  we  have  fewer  books  for  the  amount  expended 
than  in  former  years.  However,  the  books  and  magazines 
which  are  here  have  not  been  used  as  in  former  years. 

The  branch  has  endeavored  as  usual  to  g^ve  the  fullest 
measure  of  co-operation  to  the  schools  in  the  district.  Visits 
have  been  made  to  255  class  rooms.  In  the  elementary  schools 
talks  were  given  on  the  use  of  the  public  library,  registrations 
were  taken,  and  stories  were  told ;  in  the  high  school  instruction 
was  given  in  the  use  of  books,  the  card  catalogue,  and  the 
reader's  guide  to  periodical  literature,  the  students  being 
required  to  work  out  the  problems  assigned  at  the  Library. 
This  year  the  high  school  instructors  have  wished  their  pupils 
to  do  as  much  as  possible  of  their  own  research  work  and  we 
have  considered  our  co-operation  in  this  a  very  important  part 
of  the  year's  work.  Twenty-five  classes  from  seven  schools 
have  visited  the  branch  for  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  Library 
and  for  reference  work. 

Our  story  hours  have  been  attended  by  more  children  this 
year  than  for  any  year  since  191 5.  Tuesday  afternoon,  when 
the  little  children  have  come  for  their  stories,  has  been  the 
busiest  and  most  interesting  afternoon  of  the  week.  At  this 
time  they  come  to  exchange  their  books  and  to  hear  stories 
from  mythology,  folklore,  fairy  tale,  and  legend.  On  Friday 
afternoons  the  attendance  has  not  been  so  large,  but  some  of 
the  older  boys  and  girls  came  week  after  week  last  winter  to 
hear  about  Sigurd  the  Volsung,  and  this  autumn  and  winter 
the  tales  of  the  Trojan  War.  We  celebrated  May  Day  at  the 
Library  by  having  a  special  story  hour  in  the  auditorium,  to 
which  540  children  came.  Just  before  Christmas  we  had  our 
usual  Christmas  story  hour. 

We  have  been  able  to  co-operate  with  social,  religious,  and 
civic  agencies  in  the  community  by  means  of  book-lists,  story- 
telling, the  offering  of  the  club  rooms  for  meetings,  and  talks 
on  the  use  of  books  and  on  story-telling,  and  have  participated 
by  the  displaying  of  posters  and  the  distributing  of  printed 
matter,  in  the  various  national  and  local  campaigns  such  as  the 
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Victory  Loan,  the  Red  Cross  drive,  relief  for  the  sufferers  in 
Armenia,  and  the  local  Boy  Scout  campaign  for  membership. 

The  club  rooms  have  been  used  thirty-four  times  during 
the  year  by  various  organizations;  the  Italian  Red  Cross 
Auxiliary  which  continued  its  work  through  February  19 19, 
the  Gardener's  Association  meeting  from  January  until  May, 
a  woman's  club  meeting  from  January  through  September,  the 
public  school  teachers  of  the  district  who  had  two  meetings  in 
April  and  May,  and  an  East  End  branch  of  the  American 
Legion  which  has  met  twice  a  month  since  July. 

Americanization  is  one  of  the  ideas  uppermost  in  our 
minds  to-day  and  each  community  has  its  individual  problem. 
We  realize  that  it  is  our  responsibility  to  provide  for  the  Italian 
in  our  midst,  good  books  in  his  native  language,  books  that  will 
help  him  acquire  a  better  knowledge  and  understanding  of  our 
language  and  institutions  and  help  him  in  every  way  to  become 
a  real  citizen  of  his  adopted  country. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  events  of  the  year  was  our 
community  Christmas  entertainment  on  the  Saturday,  before 
Christmas  day.  A  Christmas  play  was  presented  by  the  fourth 
and  fifth  grade  children  of  the  Shakespeare  School  and  carols 
were  sung  by  a  chorus  of  fifth  and  sixth  grade  boys  and  girls 
from  the  same  school,  accompanied  by  the  school  orchestra. 
The  play  was  a  great  success  and  the  hall  was  filled  with  a  most 
appreciative  and  representative  group  of  children,  parents,  and 
interested  visitors.  We  hope  very  much  to  be  able  to  have 
more  community  entertainments  of  this  sort  when  the  children 
of  the  neighborhood  can  be  invited  to  see  little  plays  and 
dramatizations  and  be  entertained  in  a  safe  and  sane  way. 

South  Side  Branch 

Fkom  thr  report  op  Miss  Kelly 

The  year  has  been  most  encouraging  as  far  as  the  increased 
use  of  the  Library  is  concerned.  More  books  for  home  circu- 
lation were  issued  in  1919  than  in  any  other  year  except  1909, 
the  year  of  opening.    Constant  use  of  club  rooms  as  well  as  the 
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children's  room  for  evening  meetings  was  made  by  community 
groups.  Exhibits  were  used  for  the  stimulation  of  interest  io 
current  school  topics,  for  the  encouragement  of  local  talent, 
and  the  arousing  of  a  sympathetic  appreciation  of  the  beautiful 
or  useful  relics  which  our  new  Americans  were  good  enou|^  to 
lend  us.  The  best  material  in  literature  and  art,  as  well  as 
rounded  discussion  on  vital  social,  economic,  and  scientific 
questions  of  the  day,  we  endeavored  to  give  to  interested  indi- 
viduals and  groups,  in  books  as  well  as  through  club  programs. 

The  work  with  clubs  was  carried  on  as  in  former  years. 
The  Ormsby  Debating  Qub  is  again  indebted  to  a  number  of 
Pittsburgh's  best  professional  men  for  a  splendid  lecture  pro- 
gram. The  Young  Women's  Reading  Circle  chose  Russia  for 
study  in  191 9.  The  Current  Events  Club,  made  up  of  nine 
young  women  from  the  John  Eichley,  Jr.  Company  office  force 
met  every  Monday  at  noon  from  January  to  April. 

The  children's  librarian  has  conducted  several  clubs  for 
girls  during  the  year.  One  of  these,  composed  of  factory  girls 
from  fifteen  to  seventeen  years  of  age,  was  mainly  interested 
in  giving  plays ;  two  others,  literary  clubs  for  high  and  grade 
school  girls  respectively,  were  turned  into  Girl  Scout  clubs 
later  in  the  year  and  given  over  to  leaders  who  had  more  time 
to  give  to  Scout  work.  These  groups  meet  at  the  Library  and 
are  more  or  less  under  the  supervision  of  the  children's  libra- 
rian. 

The  Library  had  an  active  part  in  helping  War  Camp  Com- 
munity Service  organize  the  community  for  celebrations  for 
Armistice  Day  and  Christmas.  A  most  representative  South 
Side  Citizens  Committee  was  organized  to  give  community 
service.  Committee  meetings  were  held  at  the  Library  and 
festivities  were  given  at  the  South  Side  Market  House  hall  on 
South  Twelfth  Street.  Effort  was  made  to  have  all  groups  in 
the  community  participate  upon  these  occasions.  Plans  for 
future  activities  will  be  worked  out  early  in  1920. 

In  general,  the  Library  has  tried  to  adapt  itself  to  the  needs 
of  the  community  and  in  order  to  do  this  more  effectively,  has 
endeavored  to  co-operate  with  as  many  agencies  working  in 
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the  field  as  possible.  This  year  cooperation  has  been  possible 
to  some  extent  with  the  following  agencies :  American  Legion 
Posts,  South  Side  Board  of  Trade,  Ormsby  Park  Playground, 
Community  Center,  Phoebe  Brashear  Settlement,  International 
Institute,  Associated  Charities,  Children's  Service  Bureau, 
Catholic  Reconstruction  Board,  parochial  and  public  schools, 
Public  Health  Nursing  Association,  school  nurses.  South  Dis- 
trict Branch  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  War  Camp  Com- 
mimity  Service,  Union  Baptist  Sunday  School,  Civic  Club  of 
Allegheny  County,  Boy  Scouts,  Girl  Scouts,  South  Side  Citi- 
zens Committee. 

The  work  with  children  in  the  South  Side  district  is  of 
paramount  importance.  The  great  majority  of  children  we  are 
attempting  to  serve  come  from  foreign  families  of  industrial 
workers,  many  improperly  fed  and  clothed,  living  in  crowded 
rooms,  without  home  training.  Too  often  the  essential  qualities 
of  truth  and  honesty  are  almost  totally  lacking.  Rights  are 
defended  by  lying  when  truthfulness  would  serve  the  purpose 
just  as  well.  The  Library  has  to  do  its  full  share  in  teaching 
the  children  accepted  moral  standards.  It  is  a  task  which 
requires  patience,  tmderstanding,  and  tact. 

There  are  ten  public  and  nine  parochial  schools  in  the  dis- 
trict. We  have  splendid  co-operation  from  both  groups  of 
schools.  It  is  most  encouraging  to  feel  that  the  Library  is 
doing  more  effective  work  with  schools  than  ever  before. 

Through  the  children  who  represent  families  from  over 
twenty  nationalities,  we  have  our  best  means  of  reaching  many 
foreign  bom  parents.  Next  to  the  importance  of  the  work 
with  the  children,  therefore,  we  rate  the  work  with  new  Ameri- 
cans. 

The  endeavor  to  give  better  service  to  our  new  Americans 
who  now  make  up  an  increasing  proportion  of  the  community's 
population  has  brought  fair  returns,  but  it  will  be  splendidly 
far  reaching  in  results  if  more  personal  service  and  fitting 
material  can  be  provided.  Few  foreign  bom  parents  can  speak 
English  well.  They  naturally  prefer  books  in  their  own  lan- 
guages, and  it  requires  sympathetic  understanding  and  patient 


persuasion  to  convince  some  of  them  that  they  really  can  kaxn 
to  read  English  at  all.  However,  we  have  been  able  to  persuade 
some  of  these  parents  to  use  the  bi-lingual  books  when  they 
could  not  attend  the  classes  in  English  at  the  night  school.  We 
have  books  in  eleven  languages.  We  need  books  particularly 
in  the  Slovakian,  Serbian,  Ukrainian,  and  Croatian  languages. 
The  possession  of  these  book  collections  would  undoubtedly 
bring  to  the  Library  many  people  from  these  national  groups 
with  whom  we  have  no  point  of  contact.  Books  which  use  the 
bi-lingual  method  are  in  great  demand  and  it  would  help 
tremendously  to  have  Slovakian  and  Ukrainian  among  the 
languages  represented  in  these  bi-lingual  books. 

Our  efforts  toward  encouraging  our  new  Americans  to 
come  to  the  Library  have  been  directed  also  through  channels 
other  than  the  children.  Co-operation  with  other  agencies 
working  in  the  district  has  been  encouraging  and  presents  un- 
limited possibilities.  The  most  interesting  of  these  contacts 
are  as  follows : 

1.  Semi-yearly  visits  to  the  public  night  school  classes  for 
foreigners,  at  which  time  a  brief  talk  in  simple  English  is  given 
to  the  class  by  the  branch  librarian,  followed  by  a  cordial  invita- 
tion to  the  class,  accompanied  by  the  teacher,  to  come  to  the 
Library  for  a  special  school  night. 

2.  Arrangements  for  International  Institute  groups  to 
have  a  library  night  on  their  program,  at  which  time  the 
groups,  accompanied  by  their  leaders,  visit  the  Library. 

3.  Co-operation  with  foreign  schools  as  well  as  other 
organized  foreign  groups;  e.g.,  Lithuanian  School,  Polish  Fal- 
cons. 

4.  Furnishing  to  the  principal  of  the  night  school  names, 
addresses,  and  nationalities  of  new  Americans  who  are  inter- 
ested m  learning  English. 

Late  this  year  a  special  survey  of  the  reading  of  our  new 
Americans  was  started.  When  this  is  completed,  it  should  be 
very  helpful  to  us  in  many  ways. 
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The  increased  use  of  the  Library  reading  rooms  has  had  a 
reaction  on  the  amount  of  reference  work  which  has  come  to 
us.  This  necessitates  using  more  trained  service  from  the 
staff  and  having  someone  who  is  well  qualified  scheduled  in 
the  reference  room  every  afternoon  and  the  busiest  evenings. 
During  the  year,  2,105  reference  questions  were  answered. 
That  the  character  of  reference  questions  asked  varies  widely 
may  be  illustrated  by  noting  the  questions  answered  on  Decem- 
ber third,  a  fair  example  of  a  typical  day  in  this  busy  little 
room: 

Who  is  president  of  the  Pittsburgh  Chamber  of  Commerce? 

Cummins  plan  for  railroads. 

How  many  and  which  cities  have  municipal  ownership  and 
operation  of  street  railways  ? 

Are  taxes  of  boroughs  bigger  or  smaller  when  the  boroughs 
are  annexed  to  the  city? 

How  to  write  a  scenario. 

How  to  take  out  a  patent. 

Roman  roads. 

Locomotive  repairing  and  construction. 

Co-operative  movements  in  England. 

Horoscopes. 

■ 

How  to  make  a  fruit  cake. 
Was  Hamlet's  insanity  feigned  ? 
Compressed  gases. 
Criticism  of  Nietzsche's  philosophy. 
School  as  a  social  center. 
Making  of  chains. 
Triple  expansion  engines. 
Electric  wiring — indoor  work. 

Plays  suitable  for  young  women's  club  to  give — something 
in  the  line  of  a  comedy. 

Best  schools  for  training  in  social  work. 
Something  about  oil  production  in  Texas. 
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Co-operation  with  the  South  High  School  continues  to  be 
steady  and  constant.  During  the  year,  i^io  circulating  books 
were  kept  at  the  Library  for  the  use  of  the  students,  the  number 
of  reference  questions  answered  for  high  school  students 
amounting  to  1,175. 

With  the  exception  of  books  in  foreign  languages  and  easy 
bfxjks  in  English,  fairy  tales  and  books  for  little  children,  our 
lxx)k  collection  is  in  good  condition.  Our  efforts  in  the  future, 
however,  must  be  directed  toward  strengthening  these  special 
classes. 

Homewood  Branch 

FlOM    TMB   ■KPOMT  OV    MiM   BlAVCMAID 


The  close  relationship  which  existed  between  the  Home- 
wrxxl  Branch  and  the  patriotic  organizations  which  held  their 
meetings  in  the  Library  building  has  not  ceased  with  the  close 
of  the  war.  It  has  been  an  encouraging  part  of  the  work 
during  this  year  that  we  have  been  able  to  keep  in  touch  with 
these  outside  organizations,  to  take  part  in  the  Americanization 
and  reconstruction  programs,  and  at  the  same  time  to  bring 
new  enthusiasm  to  the  usual  activities  of  the  branch. 

The  Library  has  l)ecome  more  and  more  a  place  for 
neight)orhoo(l  meetings  and  entertainments.  The  following 
groups  have  used  the  Library  club  rooms  and  auditorium: 
Mothers  of  Democracy,  Westinghouse  High  School  Dramatic 
Club,  Homewood  Woman's  Club,  Mothers'  Club  of  the  Home- 
wood- Hrushton  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Homewood  Board  of  Trade, 
American  I-cgion.  Troop  Sixty-four  of  the  Boy  Scouts,  com- 
munity meetings,  Ilomewcxxl  Auxiliary  of  the  American  Red 
Cross.  IMttsburgli  Playground  Association,  teachers'  meetings, 
Homewood- Hrushton  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  committees  of  the  Victory 
Lil)crty  I/>an  campaign,  church  entertainments,  committees  of 
Tenth  War  Zone  Activities. 

Homew(X)d  has  l)een  successful  during  the  year  in  its 
efforts  to  meet  the  scxrial  problems  of  the  district.  The  Library 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  this  work  by  attending  the  meetings 
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of  social  workers  and  by  responding  to  the  various  requests 
which  have  come  from  churches,  schools,  and  civic  org^iza- 
tions. 

Talks  have  been  given  and  stories  told  at  community 
meetings,  Sunday  schools,  mothers*  clubs,  evening  vocational 
schools,  women's  clubs,  and  Americanization  classes. 

During  the  year  the  branch  has  had  occasion  to  co-operate 
with  the  Vocational  Guidance  Bureau,  the  Library  for  the 
Blind,  the  Playground  Association,  and  child  welfare  agencies. 
Book  lists  have  been  compiled  for  the  twelve  Sunday 
schools  of  the  district,  for  the  social  workers,  and  for  the 
teachers  and  students  of  night  schools. 

The  splendid  results  from  this  increased  use  of  the  Library 
building  and  the  professional  services  of  the  staff  have  been  of 
more  than  local  value.  The  general  public  has  a  better  knowl- 
edge of  the  resources  of  a  public  library,  there  is  more  "at 
bome"  feeling  among  the  strangers  and  foreign  bom,  and  a 
more  intelligent  use  of  the  book  collection  as  a  whole. 

The  work  with  the  children  of  Homewood  grows  in  inter- 
^t  each  year.  Despite  the  interruptions  during  the  last  two 
yrears,  the  juvenile  circulation  has  had  a  gain  of  over  ten 
:housand.  The  co-operation  with  the  grade  and  high  schools 
>f  the  district  continues  to  be  helpful  and  encouraging.  In  the 
,vork  with  schools  there  has  been  no  attempt  to  introduce  new 
nethods,  but  we  have  endeavored  to  strengthcfn  the  construc- 
ive  work  which  is  solving  the  problems  and  giving  to  the 
)ranch  the  future  adult  reader. 

During  the  year,  the  story  hours  in  the  schools  and  Library 
lave  been  a  regular  part  of  the  work.  In  October  and  Novem- 
)er  a  new  feature  in  the  cycle  story  program  was  welcomed 
)y  principals  and  teachers.  In  order  to  introduce  the  Greek 
:ycle  to  all  the  children  of  the  four  upper  grades,  the  first  story 
vas  told  in  the  class  rooms  or  in  the  Library  during  school 
lours.  This  has  aroused  an  unusual  interest  in  the  regfular 
ycle  story  hour  held  in  the  branch. 

The  reference  work  with  the  schools  and  the  adult  public 
las  increased  in  proportion  to  the  circulation.    With  the  assis- 
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tancc  of  tbe  Reference  and  Children's  dqiartiiients  and  tk 
co-operation  of  the  public,  we  have  been  able  during  the  year  to 
meet  the  additional  work  with  satisfaction  and  pleasore. 

The  weekly  ^nsits  to  the  high  schools  to  secure  the  assigned 
subjects  of  the  various  classes,  and  also  the  visits  of  the  classes 
to  the  Library  for  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  catalogue  and 
reference  books,  have  been  a  splendid  aid  in  the  reference  work 
with  students. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  Branch,  we  are  convinced 
that  no  district  in  the  city  offers  better  opportunity  than 
Homewood  for  interesting  and  constructive  library  work. 
However,  we  have  endeavored  to  keep  in  mind  that  Homewood 
is  a  place  where  social  and  dvic  organizations  are  increasing 
in  number  and  acti\nties;  that  it  is  the  definite  work  of  the 
Library  to  keep  in  close  touch  with  these  activities  but  to  avoid 
duplication  of  them :  to  continue  to  strengthen  the  work  with 
the  children  in  order  to  create  the  future  adult  reader;  and  to 
give  untiring  sen-ice  to  the  users  of  the  branch. 


In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Library  Committee  and  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  for  the  counsel  and  support  they  have  unfailingly 
given  me  in  all  the  work  of  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  H.  Leete, 

Director. 
April  15,  1920. 
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TABLE  3 

NUMBER  OF  VOLUMES  CATALOGUED 


Central  Library 

Lawrenceville  Branch 

West  End  Branch 

Wylie  Avenue  Branch 

Mount  Washington  Branch 

Hazelwood  Branch 

East  Liberty  Branch 

South  Side  Branch 

Homewood  Branch 

Schenley  High  School 

Total 


Previoasly 
Reported 


*397,657 
49.133 

27,512 

7S,8iS 
27,137 
33,822 

55,456 

27,024 

30,001 

2,180 


725.737 


During 
the  Year 


*  14.909 
1,438 

945 

3,152 

962 

1,399 
2,346 
2,107 
1,909 
404 


29,571 


Total 


♦412,566 

50,571 

28.457 

78,967 

28,099 
35,221 

57,802 

29,131 

31,910 

2,584 


t755,308 


*Includei  booki  in  tchooU,  home  library  and  blind  collections. 

tThe  excess  of  this  total  over  that  of  the  volumes  on  the  shelves  at  the  close  of  the 
year  represents  the  number  of  volumes  worn  out,  destroyed,  or  withdrawn,  and  dupli- 
cates transferred  and  recatalogued,  from  the  opening  of  the  Library  in  1895  to  the  dose 
of  the  period  covered  by  this  report. 
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TABLE  6 
TOTAL  ADULT  AND  JUVENILE  CIRCULATION 


Adult 


JuTenfle 


Total 


Central  Library 

Schools. ' 

Stations 

Lawrenceville  Branch 

West  End  Branch 

Wylic  Avenue  Branch 

Mount  Washington  Branch 

Hazelwood  Branch 

East  Liberty  Branch 

South  Side  Branch 

Home  wood  Branch 

Total 


168,170 

27,243 
21,076 

42464 
26,797 
59,902 

34,693 
31,181 

78,913 
48,625 

63,719 
602.783 


58,740 

184479 

22,291 

53,972 
30,122 

131,289 

34474 
42,002 
67,682 
63.330 
72,201 


760,582 


226,910 
211,722 

43  J^ 

96436 

56.919 

191.191 

69,167 

73.1ft 

146,595 

111^55 

135.920 

I.363t366 


TABLE  7 
CENTRAL  LIBRARY— USE  OF  LIBRARY  BY  MONTHS 


1919 


January.    . 
February. 
March.    . . . 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August.  . . 
September. 
October.  . 
November. 
December. 


Total 


Home  Use 

Reference  Use 

Reference 

Tech. 

Adult 

Juvenile 

Total 

Room 

Room 

I5r222 

5,310 

20,532 

6,673 

3.583 

14,109 

5,979 

20,088 

6,255 

2,741 

16,022 

6,882 

22,904 

6,571 

3J97 

15,563 

5,611 

21,174 

5,852 

3,394 

14,529 

4,712 

19.241 

5,969 

3J58 

11,614 

4,178 

15.792 

3,957 

2,705 

11,967 

3,706 

15,673 

3.390 

2,246 

10,762 

3464 

14,226 

3,177 

1,987 

12,367 

3,388 

15,755 

4.269 

2,592 

16,428 

4.709 

21,137 

10,087 

3.581 

15,616 

5,640 

21,256 

9,146 

3469 

13.971 

5.161 

19,132 

7,186 

3.565 

♦72,232 

♦36.618 

118,255 

122,847 

168,170 

58,740 

226,910 

190.787 

159465 

*These  numbers  represent  the  number  of  books  brought  from  the  stacks  only.  Of 
the  volumes  used  from  the  open  shelves  in  the  Reference  and  Technology  Rooms,  no 
accurate  account  can  be  kept,  but  1x8,355  and  122,847  are  conservative  estimates  based 
on  the  use  of  these  books  during  days  of  average  attendance. 
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TABLE  8 

CENTRAL  LIBRARY— USE  OF  LIBRARY  BY  CLASSES 


riasa 

Home  Circulation 

PercenUge 

V^lSSS 

Adult 

Juv. 

Toul 

Adult 

Juv. 

Total 

•Ref. 

General   Works. 
Philosophy.    . . . 

Religion 

Sociology 

Fairy  Tales 

Philology 

Natural  Science 

Useful  Arts 

Fine  Arts 

Literature 

History 

Travel 

Biography 

Fiction 

4,249 
5,123 
2,595 
9,658 

•  •  •  • 

1,366 
7,218 

14.294 
8,208 

15,757 
8,801 

5,183 

5.683 

80,035 

541 

223 
803 

4,222 
6,878 

14 
1,152 
1,038 

1,914 
2,636 

2,127 
1,620 

1.365 
34,207 

4,790 

5,346 

3,398 

13,880 

6,878 

1,380 

8,370 

15,332 

10,122 

18,393 
10.928 

1,803 

7,048 

1 14.242 

2.5 
3.0 

1.6 

5.7 

•  • . 

.8 

4.9 

9.3 

4.9 
8.6 

5.2 
3.0 

3.4 
47.0 

.9 

.4 

1.4 

7.2 

II. 7 

•  •  •  • 

1.9 
1.8 

3.3 
4.5 
3.6 
2.8 

2.3 
58.2 

2.1 

3.0 
2.0 
6.1 
3.1 

.6 
4.0 
7.0 

4.5 

8.2 

5.0 

.8 

3.2 

50.4 

M  £             Statistics  for  Reference  Depart- 
M   M             ment  not  recorded  by  clataes. 
10  0 

Total 

168,170 

58,740 

226,910 

100. 0 

100. 0 

100. 0 

340,252 

*In  this  column  are  included  the  statistics  of  the  General  Reference  and  Technology 
Rooms.  The  figures  of  the  classes  Natural  Science  and  Useful  Arts  represent  the  use 
of  the  Technology  Room. 

tThis  is  the  number  of  books  brought  from  the  stacks  only.  No  accurate  account 
can  be  kept  of  the  volumes  used  from  the  open  shelves  in  the  Reference  and  Technology 
Rooms,  but  241,102  is  a  conservative  estimate  based  on  the  use  made  of  these  books  dur- 
ing  days  of  average  attendance. 
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TABLE  18 


STATISTICS  SUMMARIZED 

ACCOSOING  TO  THE  RECOMMENDATION   OF  THE  AmEKICAN  LiBIARY  ASIOCIATXON 

The  American  Library  Association,  through  one  of  its  committees, 
has  recommended  that  librarians  print  in  their  annual  reports  this 
"form  of  library  statistics,"  which  was  prepared  by  the  Association  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  comparison  of  library  statistics  in  this  country. 

Annual  report  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1919. 

Name  of  library:    Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 

Name  of  Director:    John  H.  Leete. 

City  or  town:    Pittsburgh.  State:    Pennsylvania. 

Population  served  (latest  estimate) 600,000 

Terms  of  use — Free  for  lending.    Free  for  reference. 

Total  number  of  agencies 171 

Consisting  of: 

Central  Library i 

Branches 8 

(All  occupy  leparate  building!.) 

Sutions 16 

Schools 128 

Clubs 10 

Playgrounds 8 

Number  of  days  open  during  the  year  (Central  Library) 362 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  (Central  Library) 73 

Hours  open  each  week  for  reading  (Central  Library) 82 

Total  number  of  staff  (full  time) 199 

INCREASE 

Adult  Juvenile  ToUl 

Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of  year. .  336,181  109,572  445753 
Number    of    volumes    added    during    the 

year  by  purchase,  gift,  or  exchange 16,086  I3>485  29,571 

Number    of    volumes    lost    or    withdrawn 

during  the  year 2,369  8,642  11,011 

ToUl  number  at  end  of  year 349.898  Ii4>4i5  464.313 

Number   of   pamphlets   added   during   the 

year 2,975 
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USE 

Adnk  Jnvcaik         Total 

Total  recorded  use No  Record 

Total  number  of  volumes  lent  for  home 

use 602,783      760,582   i^SjfiS 

Number   of    volumes   of    fiction    lent    for 

home   use 378^50      3^7,777      746*027 

Number  of  prints  lent  for  home  use 21,049 

Recorded  use  in  reading  room  (estimate 
based  on  actual  count  for  certain  peri- 
ods of  average  attendance) No  Record 

REGISTRATION 

Adak  JiiTcnilc  Total 

Number   of   borrowers   registered    during 

the  year 14,297        11,076       25J73 

Total  number  of  registered  borrowers 284,006 

Registration  period,  years,  approximately 4 

Number  of  periodicals  currently  received 

(at  Central  Library) 1,120 

Number  of  persons  using  library  for  read- 
ing and  study No  Record 
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Publications  of  the  Library  Now  in  Print 

At  thi  time  of  going  to  pmcm 

Prices.  Where  two  prices  are  given,  the  first  is  that  for  which  the  pub- 
lication is  sold  at  the  Library  only.  All  prices  are  strictly  net,  except 
for  individual  publications  ordered  in  lots  of  twenty  or  more.  Remit- 
tances must  be  made  in  advance,  payable  to  Carnegie  Library  of  Pitts- 
burgh. All  publications  not  marked  *  may  be  had  free  at  the  Library, 
or  will  be  sent  postpaid  for  5  cents  each. 

^Classified  Catalogue  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 
First  Series,  1895-1902.  1907.  vol.  1-3.  3,890  pp.  $12.00. 
Second  Series,  1902-1906.  1908.  vol.  4-5.  2,020  pp.  $5.00. 
Third  Series,  1907-1911.    1914.    vol.  6-8.    3,475  pp.    $8.00. 

Bound  in  bnckram  with  gilt  topi.     Include  full  author  and  subject  indexes. 
The  same  [in  pamphlet  form]. 
First  Series,  i 895-1 902.    10  parts.     1903-07. 

Part  I.     General  Works.     1907.     67  pp.     10  cents,  postpaid. 

Part  2.     Philosophy  and  Religion.     1903.     ssj  pp.     Out  of  print. 

Part  3.     Sociology  and  Philology.    1904.    340  pp.    15  cents;  postpaid,  JS  cents. 

Part  4.  Natural  Science  and  Useful  Arts.  1904.  598  pp.  35  cents;  post- 
paid, 50  cents. 

Part  5.     Fine  Arts.     1905.     351  pp.     15  cents;  postpaid,  as  cents. 

Part  6.     Literature.     1905.     308  pp.     15  cents;  postpaid,  as  cents. 

Part  7.     Fiction.     1906.     446  pp.     2$  cents;  postpaid,  40  cents. 

Part  8.     History  and  Travel.     1907.     691  pp.     50  cents;  postpaid,  65  cents. 

Part  9.     Biography.     1907.     381  pp.    so  cents;  postpaid,  30  cents. 

Part  10.  Indexes,  Title- Pages,  Contents,  Preface  and  Synopsis  of  Classifica- 
tion.    1907.     850  pp.     $x.oo;  postpaid,  $1.40. 

Second  Series,  1902-1906.    5  parts.    1907-08. 

Part  I.     General  Works,  Philosophy,  Religion,  Sociology  and  Philology.  1907. 

42s  pp.     Out  of  print. 
Part  2,     Natural   Science,  Useful  Arts  and  Fine  Arts.      1907.     477  pp.    4$ 

cents;  postpaid,  60  cents. 
Part  3.     Literature,  English  Fiction  and  Fiction  in  Foreign  Languages.    1908. 

34a  pp.     40  cents;  postpaid,  50  cents. 
Part  4.     History  and  Travel,  Collected  Biography  and  Individual  Biography. 

1908.     46s  pp.     45  cents;  postpaid,  60  cents. 
Part   5.     Indexes,   Title-Pages,   Contents,  Preface  and  Synopsis  of  Qassifica- 

tion.     1908.     460  pp.     80  cents;  postpaid,  95  cents. 

Third  Serie.s,  1907-1911.    10  parts.    1912-14. 

Part    I.     General    Works,    Philosophy,    Religion.      1912.      372    pp.      40    cents; 

postpaid,  50  cents. 
Part  2.     Sociology,  Philology.     191a.     418  pp.     45  cents;  postpaid,  60  centa. 
Part  3.     Natural  Science,  Useful   Arts.     19x3.     623  pp.     60  cents;   postpaid, 

75  cents. 
Part  4.     Fine  Arts.     191 3.     237  pp.     2$  cents;  postpaid,  35  cents. 
Part  5.     Literature.     191 3.     271  pp.     30  cents;  postpaid,  40  cents. 
Part  6.     English  Fiction,  Fiction  in  Foreign  LsJiguages.     191 3.     a94  pp.     30 

cents;  postpaid,  40  cents. 
Part  7.     History  and  Travel.     1914.     401  pp.     40  cents;  postpaid,  50  centa. 
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Part  8.     Biography.     19 14.     276  pp.     30  cents;  p<Mtpaid,  40  cents. 
Part  9.     Books  for  the  Blind.     1914-    44  PP>     S  cents;  postpaid,  10  cents. 
Part   ID.     Indexes,  Title- Pages,   Contents,  Preface  and   Synopsis  of  Claisirica- 
tion.     19 14.     816  pp.     80  cents;  postpaid,  $1.00. 

Fourth  Series,  1912-1917.    10  parts.    1919-. 

Part    I.     General    Works,    Philosophy,    Religion.      1919.      ao8    pp.      50   cents; 

postpaid,  6s  cents. 
Part  2.     Sociology,  Philology.     1919*    Z^  PP-    80  cents;  postpnid,  $1.00. 

Monthly  Bulletin.    50  cents  a  year,  postpaid. 

Not  published  in  August  and  September. 

Annual  Reports,  ist-24th,  1896-19 19.    Sent  free  upon  request. 

Except  the  3d,  6th  and  aoth,  which  are  out  of  print. 

Books  in  the  Library  of  the  American  Philatelic  Society.   1910.  20  pp. 
Carnegie  Institute  and  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  (Handbook). 

1920.    72  pp.    25  cents;  postpaid,  30  cents. 
Catalogue  of  the  Carnegie  Library  School;  a  school  for  training  in 

General  Library  Work,  Library  Work  with  Children  and  School 

Library  Work.    Sent  free  upon  request. 
^Debate  Index.    3d  edition.    1919.    116  pp.    25  cents;  postpaid,  30  cents. 
The  Function  of  the  Public  Library  in  a  Democracy.    1920.    20  pp. 
Periodicals  and  Other  Serials  Currently  Received  by  the  Carnegie 

Library  of  Pittsburgh.    7th  edition.    1915.    42  pp. 
Rules  for  Filing  Cards  in  the  Dictionary  Catalogues  of  the  Carnegie 

Library  of  Pittsburgh.    Reprint  of  2d  edition.    1918.    3a  pp. 
What  a  Public  Library  Finds  to  Do;  by  Elisa  May  Willard.  1917.  18 pp. 

Reference  Lists 

History 

Books  of  Interest  in  Connection  with  the  European  War.    19 14.    26  pp. 

Braddock's  Expedition.    11  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Nov.  1906.) 

England  and  the  English;  a  Few  Suggestions  for  Reading.  1918.  12  pp. 

Expedition  of  General  Forbes  against  Fort  Duquesne.    1908.    20  pp. 

Expeditions  of  General  Bouquet  to  the  Ohio  Country,  1763  and  1764. 
II  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  Dec.  1909.) 

Letters  of  General  Forbes;  Reprint  of  35  Letters  Relating  to  the  Ex- 
pedition against  Fort  Duquesne.  63  pp.  20  cents;  postpaid, 
25  cents.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  Fcb.-May  1909.) 

^Pennsylvania ;  a  Reading  List  for  the  Use  of  Schools,  with  Special 
Reference  to  Indian  Warfare  and  the  Local  History  of  Pitts- 
burgh,   191 1.    83  pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  25  cents. 

Pittsburgh  in  18 16.    19 16.    75  pp. 

Washington's  Visits  to  Pittsburgh  and  the  Ohio  Coontry.  ISPP* 
(Monthly  Bulletin,  Feb.  1908.) 

The  Whiskey  Insurrection.    9  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  July  1906.) 

Biography 

Famous  Royal  Women;  a  Reading  List  for  Girls.    1908.     11  pp. 
Lives  and  Letters;  a  Selected  and  Annotated  List.    1910.    36pp. 
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*Men  of  Science  and  Industry;  a  Guide  to  the  Biographies  of  Scientists, 
Engineers,  Inventors  and  Physicians,  in  the  Carnegie  Library  of 
Pittsburgh.     1915.     189  pp.    ^  cents;  postpaid,  jo  cents. 

Sociology 

Housing.    19 1 2.    45  pp. 

Immigration.     1918.    12  pp. 

Vocational  Guidance.    Supplement.     10  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  Dec. 

1915.) 

Publications  of  Interest  to  Engineers 

Air-Brakes.    1915.    55  PP* 

Air  Conditioning.    1914.    58  pp. 

Brick  Manufacture  and  Bricklasring.  26  pp.  (Monthly  Bulletin,  Jan. 
1912.) 

By-Product  Coking.    1915.    40  pp. 

Case-Hardening.    1918.    10  pp. 

Electric  Driving  in  RoUing-Mills  and  Foundries.  11  pp.  (Monthly 
Bulletin,  Nov.  1907.) 

Engineering  Ethics.    1917.    17  pp. 

Floods  and  Flood  Protection.    48  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  July  1908.) 

Floods  and  Flood  Protection.    Supplement.    191 1.    19  pp. 

The  Gsrroscope.    191 7.    23  pp. 

^Indez  to  Proceedings  of  the  Engineers'  Society  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, Volumes  i  to  20,  1880-1904;  Compiled  by  Harrison  W. 
Graver.    1906.    144  pp.    $1.00  postpaid. 

*Index  to  the  ClassiHed  Catalogue  of  the  Technology  Department.  2d 
edition.    1916.    63  pp.    10  cents;  postpaid,  15  cents. 

Lampblack.     19 19.     8  pp. 

List  of  Technical  Indexes  and  Bibliographies  Appearing  Serially.    19 10. 

17  pp. 
Market  Prices  Appearing  Currently  in  Technical  and  Trade  Journals. 

1918.    6  pp. 
*Men  of  Science  and  Industry;  a  Guide  to  the  Biographies  of  Scientists, 

Engineers,  Inventors  and  Physicians,  in  the  Carnegie  Library  of 

Pittsburgh.    1915.    189  pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  30  cents. 
Metal  Corrosion  and  Protection.     2d  edition,  revised  and  enlarged. 

58  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  July  1909.) 
Mica.    12  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Oct.  1908.) 
Refuse  and  Garbage  Disposal.    1909.    39  pp. 
Road  Dust  Preventives.    1916.    39  pp. 
*Sand;  its  Occurrence,  Properties  and  Uses.     1918.    y2  pp.     15  cents; 

postpaid,  20  cents. 
Scientific  and  Technical  Reference  Books.    19  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin, 

Nov.  1916.) 
*Sewage  Disposal  and  Treatment.     19 10.    96  pp.     15  cents;  postpaid, 

20  cents. 
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Smoke  Prevention.    i8pp.    (Uonthly  Bullcti 
Sodium  Nitrate  Indiutry  of  Cliile.    7  pp.     ( 

1908.) 
Steam  Turbines.    31  pp.    (Uonthly  Bulletin, 
•Technical  Book  Review  Index,  v.i-date,  M 

a  year,  postpaid. 

No.i-3,  Marcb,  April,  Hit.  igir.  pnblidial  in 
moatlu,  I  cenU  uch,  pc»ip«i(l. 

V.I,  no.4-T.j.  B0.4  (July  i9i7-D(caBber  igig), 
ccnti  och,  pMtpald. 

Treei  and  Foreitry.    1917.    18  pp. 

Library  Work  with  Q 

'Annotated  Catalogue  of  Books  Used  in  1 
ReadinE  Clubs.     1905.     110  pp.    so  cei 

'Catalogue  of  Books,  Annotated  and  Arran) 
Camecie  Ubrary  of  Pittaburih  for  tb 
Grades  in  the  ^ttsburgh  Schools.  1 
postpaid,  50  cents. 

Patriotism  Through  Literature;  by  Elva  : 
(Monthly  Bulletin,  June  1919.) 

Siorv-Tellinl 
Stories  from  the  Ballads  of  Robin  Hood;  O 

1914-    38  pp. 
Stories  from  the  Norae;  Outlines  for  Story- 
■Stories  to  Tell  to  Children.    3d  edition.    191 

paid,  30  cents. 


Famous  Roy»l  Women;  a  Reading  List  for  ( 

"Foreign  Lands  Where  Wonders  Are."    igi 

"Pennaylvania;  a  Reading  List  for  the  Use 

Reference  to   Indian   Warfare  and  the 

burgh.     1911.    83  pp.    20  cents,  postpt 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Buildings 

and  Grounds 

Mr,  S.  H.  Church,  President: 

Dear  Sir: — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  report  of  the 
Custodian  of  Buildings  and  Grounds  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1919. 

Very  truly  yours, 
John  S.  Hereon, 

Chairman. 
April  27,  1920. 


Report  of  the  Custodian 

To  the  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds: 

Gentlemen: — I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  report  of  the 
operation  of  the  Department  of  Buildings  and  Grounds  of  the 
Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  and  its  branches,  and  the 
Carnegie  Institute,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  19 19. 

Since  the  erection  of  the  buildings  it  has  been  our  policy  to 
do  all  the  work  in  connection  with  improvements  as  far  as 
possible  by  our  own  staff  of  employees.  This  work  is  in  addi- 
tion to  the  repairs  incidental  to  the  care  and  maintenance  of 
the  buildings  and  their  equipment.  A  part  of  these  improve- 
ments are  such  as  new  plumbing  installations,  carpenter  and 
cabinet  work,  painting  and  decoration,  and  machine-shop  work 
in  connection  with  our  mechanical  and  electrical  outfit. 
Changes  and  improvements  which  incur  extra  labor  and  ex- 
pense along  all  of  these  lines  are  constantly  taking  place,  and 
to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  we  must  meet  them.     None  are 
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extravagances :  on  the  contrary,  all  enter  largely  into  the  suc- 
cess of  the  several  departments  and  their  activities,  and  many 
are  economical. 

I  regret  that,  due  to  frequent  changing,  as  well  as  a  short- 
age of  competent  help,  the  progpress  hoped  for  in  many  im- 
provements of  the  character  noted  has  not  been  made.  This 
is  unfortunate  as  each  year  adds  something  to  the  work  already 
planned,  which  means  an  acomiulation  of  deferred  matter  that 
if  completed  would  serve  the  buildings'  best  interests.  How- 
ever, despite  this  handicap  some  changes  and  improvements 
were  made,  among  them  being : 

The  installation  of  acousticons  in  the  Music  Hall.  From 
the  makers  of  the  instruments,  a  list  of  deaf  people  of  the 
Pittsburgh  district  was  obtained  and  letters  mailed  to  each  one 
notifying  them  of  the  improvement  and  advising  them  that  no 
extra  charge  would  be  made  for  this  ser\-ice. 

In  the  Museum,  in  the  Gallery  of  Useful  Arts,  globes  of 
an  enclosed  t^-pe  with  one  large  ttmgsten  lamp  in  each,  were 
installed  to  take  the  place  of  the  cluster  fixtures  then  in  place. 
The  change  was  made  primarily  for  the  Du  Puy  and  Heinz 
collections.  The  lighting  being  so  much  better  than  the  former 
system.  Director  W.  J.  Holland  asked  that  the  entire  room  be 
fitted  out  with  this  light,  which  was  done.  I  would  recommend 
that  all  Museum  rooms  be  equipped  with  this  fixture. 

The  flag-staff  planned  and  contracted  for  in  1918,  was 
dedicated  with  appropriate  ceremonies  on  February  22,  1919. 

The  material  necessar}-  for  the  experimental  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  improved  electric  lighting  for  the  picture 
galleries,  has  been  received  and  an  extra  effort  will  be  made  to 
have  a  demonstration  soon. 

A  milling  and  drilling  machine  was  added  to  our  machine- 
shop  equipment  during  the  year.  It  is  a  second-hand  tool,  but 
having  been  in  use  but  a  short  time,  was  in  excellent  condition, 
and  purchased  at  a  little  over  half  its  value.  It  will  give  good 
ser\ice  both  in  repairs  and  new  work. 

At  the  Hazelwood  Library  practically  the  entire  building 
was  refinished.    In  the  Auditoriimi  the  interior  was  repainted 
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with  colors  of  a  lighter  tone.  The  lighting  in  this  room  was 
changed  to  a  more  modem  and  economical  system  giving  a 
more  effective  light.  The  stage  was  made  larger  to  permit 
light  theatricals,  recitals,  etc.  In  the  reading  room  single  large 
electric  lamps  were  substituted  for  the  overhead  clusters. 
These  were  placed  in  fixtures  of  a  reflector  type  which  give  a 
light  of  enough  strength  and  volume  to  permit  the  removal  of 
the  table  lights.  In  addition  to  the  elimination  of  the  unsightly 
fixtures,  the  economy  of  operation  and  maintenance  is  signifi- 
cant. 

The  same  system  of  lighting  is  planned  for  all  branches 
where  conditions  will  permit  it.  Also,  at  the  Mount  Washing- 
ton and  West  End  branches  where  natural  gas  has  been  used 
for  lighting  since  their  erection,  changes  will  be  made  to  electric 
lighting.  The  current  will  be  furnished  by  the  Duquesne  Light 
Company. 

The  age  of  all  buildings  now  is  such  that  work  of  repairs 
must  be  followed  up  vigorously  to  keep  them  in  perfect  condi- 
tion.   A  strenuous  effort  has  been  made  in  this  direction. 

The  lecture  halls  are  continuing  to  be  popular  with  the 
people,  as  indicated  by  the  list  of  entertainments  given  in  each, 
as  submitted  herewith. 

Engagements  for  which  a  rental  was  charged: 

Lecture  Hall,  Central  Building 

I  evening  at  $30.00 $  30.00 

5  evenings  at  $25.00 125.00 

5  evenings  at  $20.00 100.00 

18  evenings  at  17.50 315.00 

9  evenings  at  $15.00 135.00    $  705.00 

Rehearsal  Room 

33  evenings  at  $5.00 165.00 

Hazelwood  Auditorium 

34  sessions  at  $10.00 $340.00 

8  sessions  at  $7.50 60.00 

I  session  at  $7.00 7.00 

I  session  at  $5.00 5.00 

Rehearsals 56.00        468.00 
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East  Liberty  Hall 

32  evenings  at  $15.00 $480.00 

13  evenings  at  $10.00 iao.oo        60000 

Homewood  Hall 

9  evenings  at  $20.00 $180.00 

4  evenings  at  $12.50 50.00 

Rehearsals 5.00        235^)0 

Total $2,i73jOO 

Engagements  for  which  no  rental  was  charged : 

Central  Lecture  Hall 50 

Rehearsal   Room. 8 

Hazelwood   Auditorium 10 

East  Liberty  Hall 3 

Homewood   Hall 12 

Lawrenceville  Auditorium 2 

Total 85 

The  Music  Hall  was  used  193  times  with  an  aggregate 
attendance  of  208,139. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chas.  R.  Cunningham, 

Custodian  of  Buildings  and  Grounds, 
April  24,  1920. 
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Report  of  the  Finance  Committee 

To  the  President  and  Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen : — The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Carnegie  Library  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31,  1920, 
is  as  follows : 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  191 9  there  was  a  balance  of 
$2,072.34  acctunulated  for  investment  in  the  Mellor  Fund.  On 
April  16,  1 91 9,  $1,000  of  this  money  was  invested  in  H.  C. 
Frick  Coke  Company  Purchase  Money  5%  bonds  at  par  and 
accrued  interest,  leaving  an  uninvested  balance  of  $1,072.34. 

The  Committee  has  in  its  custody  belonging  to  the  Bemd 
Fimd 

$19,000— Pittsburgh,  Shenango  &  Lake  Erie  R.  R.  Co. 
5%  bonds  due  1940 

$1,000 — Union  Steel  Company  5%  bonds  due  1952. 

and  securities  belonging  to  the  Mellor  Fund 

$11,000 — United  States  Steel  Corp.  10-60  Year  5% 
Sinking  Fund  bonds  due  1963 

$1,000— H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.  5%  Pittsburgh- 

Monongahela  First  Lien  Purchase  Money. 

Your  Committee  does  not  receive,  disburse,  nor  treat  with 
any  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  securities  in  its  custody,  all 
of  which  is  received  directly  by  the  Treasurer  and  covered  in 
the  Treasurer's  report. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Finance  Committee, 

A.  W.  Mellon, 

Chairman. 
April  21,  1920. 
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Report  of  the  Auditor 

FOI  TKB  FISCAL  TKAS  EMDIIfG   DlCEMBBK  $t,   I919. 

Revenue 

BaUnces  January  i,  1919 $  39^1x26 

(Inchtdinc  Cootaagcnt  and  Special  Funds) 

City  Appropriations 

Building $  87,500.00 

Library 212,500.00    joofiOOJOO 

Collections 

Building.  1,360.50 

Library 10,4^93       11.79043 

Collections,  Special  Funds 

Bemd i,077-39 

Mellor 385.16 

Schwartz.    150.00 

Soho 300X)O        1,912.55 

Collections,  Interest  on  Daily  Bank  Balances 528j8 


344.143.^ 


Disbursements 

Building 87,500.00 

Library 218,979.20 

Special   Funds 2,959.07 

Contingent 7,975-30    3i7f4i3-57 

Balances $  26,73ao5 

(Indndinf  Contingent  and  Special  Funds) 

Geo.  F.  Sheers^ 

Auditor. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  Audit 

Mr.  S.  H.  Church,  President: 

Dear  Sir: — ^The  Committee  on  Audit  employed  Messrs. 
H.  M.  Johnson  and  W.  B.  Trimble,  accoimtants,  to  audit  the 
books  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  for  the  year  end- 
ing December  31,  191 9.  The  report  of  Messrs.  Johnson  and 
Trimble,  together  with  copy  of  the  annual  statement,  is  sub- 
mitted herewith.  The  Committee  desires  that  their  certificate, 
together  with  this  letter,  be  accepted  as  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Audit. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  Y.  English, 

April  26,  1920.  Chairman. 


Mr.  IV.  Y.  English,  Chairman,^  Auditing  Committee: 

Dear  Sir : — We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the 
books  of  accounts  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  the  City  of  Pitts- 
burgh for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1919  and  foimd  the 
same  to  be  correct.  Enclosed  herewith  are  reports  of  the 
Treasurer  and  of  the  Auditor  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1919,  which  reports  are  in  conformity  with  the  books  of 
accounts. 

The  securities  belonging  to  the  Bemd  Fund  and  to  the 
Mellor  Ftmd  were  f otmd  in  the  safe  deposit  box  of  the  Carnegie 
Institute  in  the  Mellon  National  Bank. 

Yours  truly, 

H.  M.  Johnson, 
W.  B.  Trimble, 

Accountants. 
April  21,  1920. 
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Report  of  the  President 

Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Carnegie  Library 
OF  Pittsburgh  : 

Gentlemen : — The  annual  reports  from  the  various  com- 
mittees of  the  Board  which  are  given  to  you  to-day  will  gfive 
you  complete  information  concerning  the  operation  of  the 
Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  during  the  past  year. 

It  is  with  real  sorrow  that  I  make  official  announcement 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry  Kirke  Porter,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  Library  Board  from  the  date  of  its  organization.  The 
feeling  of  the  Trustees  upon  this  bereavement  is  well  expressed 
in  the  following  Minute  which  was  written  by  a  committee 
comprising  Messrs.  James  H.  Reed,  W.  W.  Blackburn,  and 
John  S.  Herron: 

"Henry  Kirke  Porter,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Carnegie  Library  and  the  Carnegie  Institute,  died  April 
lo,  1 92 1.  He  was  one  of  those  men  whom  this  community 
delighted  to  honor  and  his  career  was  of  the  highest  American 
type  of  successful  business  men.  But  above  and  beyond  this, 
he  loved  his  fellow  men.  As  an  employer  of  labor  he  was  one 
of  the  foremost  in  plans  for  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  his 
employes,  and  labor  disputes  were  unknown  in  the  works  of 

which  he  was  the  official  head.  His  activities  in  Christian 
work  and  especially  in  the  work  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  were  unceasing  and  were  an  inspiration  to  all  who 
were  associated  with  him,  while  his  sincerity  and  unassuming 
manner  made  him  hosts  of  friends  among  those  rich  and  poor 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 


This  same  interest  in  good  works  made  him  a  valued  trustee 
of  the  Carnegie  Library  and  Institute.  When  they  were 
founded  Mr.  Carnegie  instinctively  turned  to  him  as  one  whom 
he  could  name  as  a  trustee  of  these  institutions,  following  this 

by  appointing  him  as  a  trustee  of  the  Hero  Fimd.  As  long 
as  he  remained  in  Pittsburgh  he  was  an  active,  efficient  trustee, 
serving  on  many  important  committees,  and  his  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  these  institutions  continued  until  his  death. 

Full  of  honors  and  ripe  in  years  he  passed  away,  leaving 
behind  him  grateful  memories,  and  we,  who  were  his  associates 
in  these  trusts,  take  a  melancholy  pleasure  in  recording  our 
appreciation  of  his  valued  friendship  to  these  institutions  and 
to  ourselves." 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  make  acknowledgment  of  the 
faithful  and  devoted  services  of  the  entire  membership  of  the 
Library  staff,  and  also  to  testify  to  the  high  standard  of  ex- 
cellence at  which  the  buildings  have  been  maintained. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  H.  Church, 

President, 
April  26,  1 92 1. 


Report  of  the  Committee  on  Library 

Mr.  S.  H.  Church,  President: 

Dear  Sir: — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  twenty- fifth 
annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pitts- 
burgh, for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1920. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  J.  Turner, 

Chairman. 
April  21,  1921. 


Report  of  the  Director 

To  THE  Library  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  : 

Gentlemen : — I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  report  of  the 
work  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  during  the  twenty- 
fifth  statistical  year,  ending  December  31,  1920.  I  am  very 
glad  to  state  that  this  report  shows  not  only  gains  in  the  num- 
ber of  books  lent,  in  the  reference  use  of  books  in  the  Library, 
and  in  attendance,  but  that  the  year  has  brought  an  increase  in 
intelligent  appreciation  of  the  Library. 

The  ideal  public  library  would  collect  everything  of  value 
in  print  bearing  upon  every  human  interest  and  activity;  it 
would  organize  that  material  on  the  most  scientific  and  at  the 
same  time  the  most  practically  useful  basis ;  and  it  would  make 
that  material  freely  and  promptly  accessible  to  every  individual 
and  organization  to  whom  it  could  be  of  benefit  or  service. 
That  ideal  has  not  yet  been  realized — certainly  the  Carnegie 
Library  of  Pittsburgh  does  not  meet  such  a  searching  test.  But 
even  if  an  ideal  library  were  magically  evolved  overnight,  it 
would  not  be  everyone  who  would  use  it,  for  there  are  many 
in  every  community  who  do  not  understand  the  full  extent 
and  scope  of  the  work  of  the  library  of  to-day,  or  the  assistance 
it  can  give  in  the  solution  of  their  individual  problems.  It  is 
a  fact  that  no  business  concern,  no  industrial  plant,  no  profes- 
sion, no  school,  no  church,  no  charitable  enterprise,  no  under- 
taking which  depends  upon  a  knowledge  of  present  conditions 
or  past  achievements  can  afford  to  be  without  the  assistance 
of  a  good  library,  but  that  fact  is  not  by  any  means  universally 
recognized. 


It  is  the  purpose  of  this  report  to  give  a  ncm-technical  and 
suggestive  account  of  a  few  of  the  variety  of  things  that  occupy 
the  staff  of  a  city  library.  No  attempt  has  been  made  (save  in 
the  statistical  tables)  to  give  a  complete  view  of  the  work  of 
any  department  or  agency,  and  the  routine  of  conventional 
library  work  which  occupies  the  greatest  part  of  a  librarian's 
time  is  seldom  dwelt  upon,  but  appears  most  often  as  a  hazy 
background.  If  some  of  the  work  seems  rather  remote  from 
direct  book  service,  it  should  be  recalled  that  sometimes  those 
who  come  "to  scoff  remain  to  pray." 

One  of  the  most  gratifying  features  of  the  work  of  the  past 
year  has  been  the  increased  demands  made  upon  the  General 
Reference  and  Technology  departments.  The  value  of  the 
work  of  these  departments  to  the  general  public  as  information 
centers,  to  the  students  of  the  neighboring  collegiate  institutions 
as  supplementary  educational  forces,  to  business  and  profes- 
sional men  and  women  for  study  and  research  is  being  proved 
more  and  more  each  year  by  that  most  satisfactory  evidence, 
increased  demand  upon  their  expert  services  and  use  of  their 
facilities.  The  reports  of  these  departments  give  a  suggestion 
of  the  scope  of  their  work  and  of  its  direct  educational  value. 
They  give  no  clue  to  the  amount  of  really  creditable  research  in 
literature,  history,  and  science  that  has  been  made  possible 
through  the  efficient  assistance  of  the  staff  of  these  depart- 
ments. The  assistance  given  the  special  libraries  of  the  indus- 
tries of  the  district  by  the  Technologfy  Department  should  also 
be  mentioned. 

Practically  every  lending  agency  of  the  Library  contributed 
to  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  books  circulated  in  1920. 
This  increase  is  particularly  creditable  in  view  of  our  inability 
to  purchase  books  in  adequate  quantities  because  of  increased 
prices.  It  is  gratifying  also  because  of  the  difficulties  we  ex- 
perienced in  common  with  all  libraries  in  maintaining  a  staff 
of  sufficient  number  and  experience  to  handle  the  business 
efficiently.     That  such  satisfactory  results  were  obtained  is 
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due  to  the  competent  direction  and  the  ingenuity  of  the  various 
executives  and  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  entire  staff.  Typical 
accounts  of  the  lending  work  of  the  year  are  given  in  the  reports 
of  the  Central  Lending  Division  and  the  Central  Children's 
Room. 

This  library  has  always  emphasized  the  importance  and 
value  of  work  with  children  and  young  people  both  at  Library 
agencies  and  in  schools  and  I  am  glad  to  report  that  the  tradi- 
tions of  past  years  have  been  fully  maintained.  The  children's 
story  hours  and  a  limited  amount  of  club  work  have  again 
proved  their  attraction  and  value  to  children  and  a  visit  to  any 
of  the  children's  rooms  or  schools  stations  after  school  hours 
will  convince  the  most  sceptical  of  the  place  the  Library  holds 
in  the  hearts  of  the  children.  Nor  is  the  work  with  children 
limited  to  fairy  tales  and  stories  of  adventure.  Pupils  of  the 
grammar  school  now  do  elementary  reference  work  which  is 
valuable  not  so  much  for  the  facts  gleaned  as  for  the  instruction 
it  affords  in  the  use  of  books  as  sources  of  information.  Any 
estimate  of  the  value  of  the  work  of  the  Childrens  Department 
and  the  Department  of  Work  with  Schools  must  take  account 
also  of  the  contribution  they  are  making  toward  something 
more  than  "one-book"  education  and  to  the  intelligent  use  of 
the  library  in  more  mature  years.  The  reports  of  both  these 
departments  give  evidence  of  the  fine  co-q)eration  that  is  given 
the  Library  by  both  the  public  and  parochial  schools. 

The  branch  library  is,  of  course,  pretty  nearly  a  self-con- 
tained unit  in  so  far  as  the  variety  of  business  transacted  is 
concerned.  All  types  of  library  work  are  conducted  in  each 
Branch,  the  local  district  conditions,  of  course,  determining  the 
emphasis  to  be  placed  upon  any  particular  kind  of  effort.  This 
is  indicated  in  the  several  Branch  reports.  One  notable  feature 
common  to  all  Branch  work  of  the  past  year  has  been  the 
increased  importance  of  the  Branch  facilities  in  community 
work  and  the  growing  influence  of  the  staff  in  the  civic  move- 
ments of  the  district.    In  localities  in  which  large  numbers  of 
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the  residents  are  foreign  bom,  the  local  Branch  has  played  an 
important  part  in  the  work  of  Americanization,  both  by  direct 
work  on  the  part  of  the  staff  and  by  close  co-operation  with 
other  agencies.  The  mere  use  of  such  an  American  institution 
as  the  branch  library  has  had  an  influence  upon  the  welding 
together  of  the  community.  In  districts  in  which  the  population 
is  more  largely  American  the  local  Branches  have  played  a 
somewhat  different  role,  but  the  results  gained,  though  possibly 
more  intangible,  have  been  hardly  less  important.  Aside  from 
the  value  of  the  service  rendered,  participation  in  the  general 
ccMnmunity  activities  has  had  a  noticeable  effect  upon  the  pro- 
motion of  the  use  of  printed  material,  for  which  the  library  pri- 
marily stands. 

Some  of  the  departments  of  library  work  never  have  a 
speaking  part  in  the  library's  public  performances.  Their  work 
is  behind  the  scenes — they  are  charged  with  the  ordering  and 
organizing  and  preparation  for  use  of  our  material — ^but  with- 
out them  no  production  would  be  possible.  The  Order,  Cata- 
logue, and  Printing  and  Binding  Departments  have  been  work- 
ing under  particular  difficulties  the  past  year,  difficulties  in 
securing  material  and  in  maintaining  staffs  of  assistants.  These 
conditions  have  made  the  work  on  publications  also  more  than 
usually  trying.  The  reports  of  the  year,  however,  show  that 
in  the  face  of  these  handicaps  the  normal  production  has  been 
fully  maintained. 

In  April  a  station  was  established  at  the  Qiamber  of  Com- 
merce for  which  practically  all  expenses  were  provided  by  that 
body.  This  has  been  of  considerable  service  to  the  members  of 
the  Chamber,  but  after  all  it  is  but  a  poor  substitute  for  the 
thing  which  ought  to  be  done.  The  Carnegie  Library  can  never 
fully  demonstrate  its  value  to  our  industrial  and  commercial 
interests  without  a  downtown  branch.  To  give  the  prompt 
service  that  business  demands  we  must  be  within  the  circle  of 
the  downtown  business  district.  Certain  information  we  can 
and  do  give  over  the  telephone,  but  some  information  cannot 
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be  given  in  that  way  and  often  a  study  of  the  sources  of  the  in- 
formation is  essential  to  the  full  understanding  of  the  facts. 
We  suffer  many  of  the  disadvantages  that  a  business  man  would 
meet  in  attempting  to  draw  trade  to  a  point  remote  from  the 
center  of  business  interests.  If  his  business  happens  to  be  the 
promotion  of  a  comparatively  new  product,  his  situation  is 
almost  hopeless.  A  downtown  branch  equipped  with  a  good 
reference  collection  of  limited  scope  and  serving  also  as  a  sta- 
tion for  circulating  books  brought  upon  call  from  the  Central 
Library  would  enormously  increase  our  value  to  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  population.  The  establishment  of  a  downtown 
branch  is  unquestionably  the  most  imperative  need  of  the  Li- 
brary. 

The  celebration,  on  the  evening  of  November  fifth,  of  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  Library  was  a 
decided  success.  The  occasion  was  made  an  opportunity  to 
inform  the  people  of  Pittsburgh  of  the  work  of  the  institution 
they  are  maintaining,  all  departments  being  open  for  inspection 
and  special  effort  being  made  to  explain  the  technical  processes 
necessary  in  public  library  work.  Stories  were  told,  special 
exhibits  were  displayed,  the  work  with  the  blind  was  demon- 
strated, and  many  other  phases  of  library  work  illustrated  to 
several  thousand  visitors.  Through  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
the  local  newspapers  on  this  as  on  all  other  occasions,  and  the 
generous  space  afforded  us  by  local  business  concerns  in  their 
display  windows  and  in  publications,  the  progress  and  work 
of  the  Library  was  effectively  advertised. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  acknowledging  the  in- 
creasingly generous  support  given  the  Library  by  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  of  Pittsburgh.  There  are  two 
lines  of  dialogue  in  "The  Tempest"  which  seem  particularly 
appropriate. 

"Gonzalo.     Here  is  everything  advantageous  to  life. 
Antonio.    True;  save  means  to  live." 
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Library  work  in  itself  is  attractive  and  professionally  satisfying. 
The  growing  appreciation  as  expressed  by  material  support  is 
providing  the  one  thing  needed  to  attract  toward  the  Library 
more  workers  of  the  needed  ability  and  learning.  The  quality 
of  the  service  given  by  the  staff  of  this  library  is  not  influenced 
by  questions  of  salary,  but  this  recognition  gives  us  added  con- 
fidence and  belief  in  the  value  of  the  work  we  are  doing. 

To  the  Library  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and 
to  the  entire  Board,  my  thanks  are  due  for  their  active  and 
generous  support.  To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  I  am 
particularly  grateful  for  his  advice  and  encouragement. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  H.  Leete, 

Director. 
April  15,  192 1. 


General  Reference  Department 

From  thb  keport  op  Miss  Stswart 

It  has  been  the  pleasure  of  the  Reference  Department  during 
the  past  year  to  serve  nearly  50,000  patrons  who  have  visited 
the  Reference  Room  in  person,  as  well  as  a  large  number  of 
men  and  women  who  called  for  the  services  of  the  department 
by  telephone  or  by  letter.  Many  of  these  readers  came  to  read 
or  consult  certain  definite  books,  others  to  find  out  by  inquiry 
what  books  would  best  serve  their  purpose,  and  still  others  to 
obtain  answers  to  their  questions.  A  few  examples,  selected 
from  nearly  12,000  questions  asked  at  the  desk  during  the 
year,  may  best  serve  to  give  an  idea  of  the  kind  of  work  done 
in  the  department  every  day  in  the  year,  except  the  three  holi- 
days on  which  the  entire  building  is  closed. 
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What  state  legislatures  are  now  in  session  ? 

Domestic  science  as  taught  in  French  schools. 

Statistics  showing  the  progress  of  the  negro  since  the  Civil 

War. 
Names  of  several  of  the  prominent  banks  in  Sweden. 
Are  there  any  Carnegie  libraries  in  Massachusetts  ? 
Stock  quotations  for  Westinghouse  Electric  for  the  last 

five  years. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  "direct  action"  in  labor  disputes  ? 
Has  Hog  Island  been  sold  ? 
Kansas  Industrial  Relations  Court. 
Text  of  the  Webb  law. 
What  is  meant  by  the  Anaconda  system  ? 
Pioneer  women  of  Pennsylvania. 
List  of  cities  and  towns  in  Florida  having  a  population  of 

more  than  i,ooo. 
Folk  songs  of  France. 

What  were  the  duties  of  the  Delian  Confederacy  ? 
Statistics  of  immigration  from  Bohemia. 
What  are  the  best  biographies  of  Henry  Clay  ? 
Who  were  the  United  States  senators  from  Montana  in 

1912? 
What  is  the  area  of  Allegheny  County  ? 
Reformatories  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  number  who  visited  the  department,  48,174,  is  an  in- 
crease of  872  over  the  number  for  191 9.  It  should  be  noted  in 
connection  with  this  increase  of  nearly  a  thousand  readers,  that 
the  general  library  recently  established  by  the  Carnegie  Insti- 
tute of  Technology  has  supplied  the  needs  of  a  large  number 
of  students  who  have  formerly  depended  upon  the  Reference 
Department.  For  this  reason  the  number  of  visitors  and  the 
number  of  books  used  are  somewhat  smaller  than  they  would 
otherwise  have  been. 

More  than  84,000  books  were  brought  from  the  book-stacks 
for  the  use  of  readers,  nearly  12,000  more  than  in  1919.    The 
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largest  number  called  for  on  any  one  day  was  539,  on  March 
thirteenth,  and  the  largest  number  of  readers  on  any  one  day 
was  242,  on  November  fourteenth. 

The  number  of  questions  asked  either  at  the  reference  desk, 
or  by  mail  or  telephone,  was  11,869,  an  increase  of  1,920  over 
the  number  asked  last  year. 

The  students  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  and  of  various 
high  schools,  as  well  as  many  debating  teams,  have  made  ex- 
tensive use  of  the  department.  The  practice  of  reserving  books 
on  special  tables  for  their  use  has  been  greatly  appreciated. 

Nearly  five  hundred  letters  asking  for  information  have 
been  received  and  answered.  These  came  from  thirty-one 
states  in  the  Union  and  from  two  foreign  countries.  Nearly 
two  hundred  of  the  letters  were  from  subscribing  members  of 
study  clubs  in  the  surrounding  towns,  in  response  to  whose 
requests  1,164  books  were  selected  and  mailed. 

The  photostat  continues  to  be  appreciated  by  those  who 
wish  to  obtain,  at  a  slight  cost,  photographic  reproductions  of 
pictures,  maps,  designs,  tables,  or  text  from  books  belonging 
to  the  Library.  More  than  one  hundred  prints  were  made  for 
sixty-two  readers. 

For  some  time  the  one  telephone  in  the  Reference  Depart- 
ment had  been  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  patrons  who  use  the 
department  by  telephone,  and  a  second  booth,  installed  in 
November,  has  greatly  facilitated  this  service.  Many  questions 
can  be  answered  easily  and  quickly  by  telephone,  and  all  who 
would  find  it  a  convenience  are  requested  to  make  full  use  of 
this  service. 

The  Reference  Department  has  prepared  the  copy  for  three 
reference  and  reading  lists  which  have  been  printed  by  the  Li- 
brary: one  on  "The  Pilgrims,"  one  on  "Industrial  Fatigue," 
and  one  entitled  "Foreign-bom  Americans ;  their  Contribution 
to  American  Life  and  Culture." 

During  the  war  this  department  kept  many  war  poems  cut 
from  magazines  and  newspapers.  These  have  now  been  pasted 
into  two  scrapbooks,  indexed  under  author,  title,  and  first  line, 
and  added  to  the  permanent  reference  collection. 
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The  following  books  are  among  the  important  additions 
to  the  Reference  Department  during  the  year : 

Academie  Royale  des  Sciences,  des  Lettres  et  des  Beaux-arts 

de  Belgique,  Brussels.    Biographie  nationale.    vols,  i- 

21  in  II  vols.    1866-1913. 
Bagatti  Valsecchi.    La  casa  Bagatti  Valsecchi  in  Milano. 

1918. 
Biographiskt   lexicon   ofver   namnkunnige   svenska   man. 

23  vols.    1836-57. 
Dieulafoy.    La  statuaire  polychrome  en  Espagne.    1908. 
Franklin.     Les  anciennes  bibliotheques  de  Paris.     3  vols. 

1867-73. 
Hill.    Medals  of  the  Renaissance.    1920. 
La  Tremblaye.     Solesmes;  les  sculptures  de  Teglise  ab- 

batiale.    1892. 
Lowell.    More  Small  Italian  Villas  and  Farmhouses.    1920. 
Mythology  of  All  Races,    vols,  i,  3,  6,  9-10,  12.    1916-18. 
Pennell.    Etchers  and  Etching.    191 9. 
Raemaekers.    The  Great  War;  Victory  Volume.     19 19. 
Rivoira.    Moslem  Architecture.    191 8. 
Siren.    Giotto  and  Some  of  His  Followers.    2  vols.    191 7. 
Spirit  of  Liberty;  weekly.    Pittsburgh,    vol.  i-vol.  2,  no. 

51.    1841-43- 

Stewart.    Japanese  Colour-Prints.    1920. 

Svenskt  biografiskt  lexikon.  Ny  foljd.  10  vols.  1857- 
1907. 

Whiting.    A  Lace  Guide  for  Makers  and  Collectors.    1920. 

Wood.    Turnpikes  of  New  England.    1919. 

Bigitsukai.    ("Ocean  of  fine  art.")  nos.i-i6,  18-40,  42-56. 

Katani.    Mon-zukushi.     ("The  crest  book.") 

Shin-bigitsukai.  ("New  ocean  of  fine  art.")  36  nos.  in  7 
vols. 

Tabata.  Ayanishiki.  ("Dancing  costumes  of  the  famous 
No-dancers."  )    6  vols. 

Tsuji.  Sensho-ku-taikan.  ("Great  mirror  of  dyed  fab- 
ric")    10  vols,  in  3. 
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The  following  tables  represent,  as  far  as  may  be  done  by 
statistics,  the  work  of  the  department  for  the  year. 

Number  of  readers 43,i74 

Number  of  readers  in  1919 47>302 

Increase  over  1919 872 

Number  of  books  brought  from  stack 84,069 

Number  of  books  brought  from  stack  in  1919 72,172 

Increase  over  1919 11,897 

Largest  number  of  books  brought  from  stack  in  one 

day,  March  13. 539 

Largest  number  of  readers  in  one  day,  November  14 242 

Estimated  number  of  volumes  used  from  open  shelves 

in  Reference  Room 120,435 

Number  of  questions  asked  at  desk iif869 

Number  of  questions  asked  at  desk  in  1919 9»949 

Increase  over  1919 1,920 

Number  of  pictures  lent 4^37 

Number  of  books  reserved  on  tables  for  students'  use. .  1,603 

Number  of  volumes  in  Reference  Department  on  De- 
cember 31 83,261 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year 2,018 

Number  of  letters  asking  for  information  received  and 

answered 320 

Number  of  letters  from  out  of  town  in  response  to 

which  books  were  selected  and  mailed 170 

Number  of  books  sent  in  response  to  above  requests. . .  1,164 

Number  of  orders  for  photostat  prints 62 

Number  of  prints  made no 

Number  of  books  borrowed  from  Library  of  Congress. .  30 

Periodical  Division 

The  number  of  readers  in  the  Periodical  Room  was  5 1 ,627. 
This  is  4,852  more  than  the  number  of  readers  in  1919.  The 
largest  attendance  on  one  day  was  297,  on  April  eleventh. 

The  number  of  magazines  on  file  December  31,  1920  was 
1,163,  of  which  288  were  gifts.  The  number  of  newspapers 
was  92,  of  which  15  were  gifts. 

The  number  of  new  periodicals  added  to  the  list  during  the 
year  was  85. 
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Technology  Department 

Fbom  thi  kspoit  op  Mr.  McClelland 

The  Technology  Department  now  contains  49,68 1  reference 
volumes,  of  which  1,067  were  added  during  1920.  The  attend- 
ance in  the  department  was  29,957,  and  44,880  volumes  were 
brought  from  the  stacks  for  the  use  of  readers.  No  record  is 
kept  of  the  much  larger  number  of  books  used  from  the  "open- 
shelf."  During  1920  the  department  handled  6,169  inquiries, 
and  was  able  to  supply  some  information  in  all  but  eighty-six 
of  these  cases. 

Library  workers  sometimes  feel  that  one  of  the  desiderata 
is  to  bring  every  possible  reader  into  the  library ;  but  the  Tech- 
nology Department,  which  deals  with  busy  people,  has  departed 
somewhat  from  this  policy  and  has  been  concerned  rather  less 
with  getting  patrons  to  the  Library  than  with  getting  the  infor- 
mation to  the  man  who  needs  it.  In  a  large  number  of  cases  it 
has  been  possible  to  save  the  inquirer  a  trip  to  the  Library  by 
giving  him  definite  references  and  advising  him  where  they 
may  be  most  conveniently  consulted — ^perhaps  in  some  over- 
looked source  in  his  own  organization ;  occasionally  at  a  Branth 
Library ;  and  very  frequently,  at  some  down-town  point  where 
it  is  known  that  the  information  is  available.  In  hundreds  of 
local  cases  it  has  been  possible  to  mail  photostat  copies  of  the 
material  desired;  thereby  furnishing,  at  a  low  cost,  informa- 
tion which  a  high-salaried  engineer  or  executive  might  other- 
wise spend  some  time  in  securing.  During  the  year,  1,972  of 
these  photostat  copies  were  made. 

During  the  year,  nearly  five  hundred  inquiries  were  an- 
swered by  mail.  Many  of  these,  of  course,  were  from  the 
Pittsburgh  region,  but  others  represented  thirty-six  states  and 
eleven  foreign  countries.  The  range  of  this  correspondence, 
however,  does  not  fully  indicate  the  extent  to  which  the  depart- 
ment is  rendering  international  service;  for  information  sent 
to  inquirers  in  the  United  States  is  frequently  intended  for  use 
abroad.  A  manufacturer  in  New  York  City  ordered  and  paid 
for  photostat  prints  to  be  sent  to  a  client  in  South  America ;  an 
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PoreigB  Laagoaic  Loaai 

Taaporary 

Lawrenceville 71 

West  End 22 

Wylie  Avenue 37 

Mount  Washington 10 

Hazelwood 17 

East  Liberty 77 

South  Side 36 

Home  wood 45 

Chamber  of  Commerce 45 

Schools  stations 

Armstrong 19 

Soho 

Total 379  1.191  I.570 

The  losses  to  the  adult  book  collection  for  1920  are  shown 
in  the  following  table : 

Adult  Book  Lostet 

Worn  Out        Burned  Lost 

Ref.     Circ  Circ.       Ref.     Circ.         Total 


Indefinite 

l^tal 

70 

141 

90 

113 

353 

390 

17 

27 

89 

106 

I 

78 

59 

95 

149 

194 

•  •  • 

45 

335 

335 

18 

17 

10 

10 

Central 2        241  59        i         603       *9o6 

Lawrenceville 

West   End 

Wylie  Avenue i        315  38        7         214         575 

67  28       ..  31  126 


Mount  Washington.. 

Hazelwood 

East    Liberty 

South  Side 

Homewood 


55  8        6         122         191 

8  5       ..  43  56 


54  6  3  35  98 

69  9  •  237  318 

27  13  3  102  145 

69  31  I  97  198 


Total 6        905        197      21       1.484      2,613 

*0f  this  number  409  were  loans  to  Branches,  Stations,  and  other  agencies. 

Division  for  the  Blind 

The  Division  for  the  Blind  has  had  a  year  of  progress. 
Since  the  adoption  of  Revised  Braille,  grade  one  and  a  half,  as 
the  uniform  type  for  the  blind,  we  have  bought  almost  all  of  the 
adult  and  some  of  the  juvenile  titles  published.  This  does  not 
include  text-books,  with  the  exception  of  a  text-book  of  the 
French  language  and  those  on  massage  and  poultry-raising. 
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In  all  we  have  added  1 38  books  in  Revised  Braille  and  ninety- 
five  in  Moon.  New  titles  in  the  other  types  are  no  longer 
published. 

The  Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching  Society  and  Free  Cir- 
culating Library  for  the  Blind  has  added  thirty-five  new  vol- 
umes to  its  collection  which  is  deposited  with  this  Library. 
This  collection  of  1,131,  combined  with  the  collection  of  2,817 
already  owned  by  the  Library,  gives  a  total  of  3,948  books  at 
the  disposal  of  the  blind  of  our  field,  western  Pennsylvania. 

The  circulation  is  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  division. 
During  the  year  7,115  books  were  sent  out,  an  increase  of 
more  than  1,600  over  last  year.  Twenty-five  new  pupils  and 
thirty  new  borrowers  have  been  added  during  the  year,  and  ten 
deaths  are  reported,  leaving  us  with  a  list  of  403  borrowers. 
Three  blind  persons  of  school  age  have  been  reported  to  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind.  We  suggest 
to  them  the  need  of  going  to  school  where  the  very  best  train- 
ing will  be  received.  Co-operation  with  one  of  the  large  steel 
firms,  through  their  welfare  worker,  has  resulted  in  the  Home 
Teacher  visiting  two  new  blind  persons. 

Childrens  Department 

FlOM  THE  KEPOKT  OP  MlU  EnDICOTT 

The  Childrens  Department  reports  from  ten  children's 
rooms  a  circulation  of  587,928  books,  which  is  a  gain  of  13,277 
over  the  circulation  for  the  year  191 9.  This  is  encouraging, 
but  next  year  we  hope  to  reach  more  children  with  more  books. 
We  hope  that  before  long  it  will  be  possible  to  open  in  the 
evenings  the  children's  rooms  in  libraries  which  are  in  con- 
gested districts,  such  as  the  Wylie  Avenue  and  the  South  Side 
libraries,  but  this  cannot  be  done  without  more  assistants  and 
more  books.  The  work  has  been  somewhat  hampered  as  a 
result  of  the  economic  conditions  which  have  almost  doubled 
the  prices  of  books  and  caused  an  appalling  dearth  of  assistants 
trained  especially  for  work  with  children ;  also  by  inadequacy 
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of  equipment,  for  certain  Branches  need  enlarged  facilities  in 
order  to  care  adequately  for  the  crowds  of  children  who  surge 
in  and  out  between  half  past  three  and  six  o'clock. 

Our  activities  have  included,  as  usual,  co-operation  with 
schools,  that  is,  assisting  pupils  and  teachers  in  their  selection 
of  books  and  material  on  certain  subjects  and  giving  instruction 
to  pupils  in  the  use  of  the  Library  as  an  aid  in  research  work; 
co-operation  with  civic  and  social  agencies  working  with  and 
for  children,  using  the  book  as  a  factor  in  the  making  of  good 
citizens;  organizing  reading  clubs  for  boys  and  girls;  and 
story-telling,  using  this  as  a  very  direct  method  of  presenting 
literature  to  children  in  large  groups.  All  this  we  do,  using 
good  books  for  the  medium,  as  our  part  in  the  building  of 
character  and  the  development  of  literary  taste,  as  well  as  the 
ability  to  use  with  discrimination  the  adult  library. 

Reference  work  with  elementary  school  children  increases 
in  amount  each  year  as  more  research  work  is  required  by  the 
teachers,  and  pupils  and  teachers  are  turning  more  expectantly 
and  confidently  to  the  Library  for  assistance.  Three  hundred 
forty-six  classes  with  12,176  pupils  have  visited  the  children's 
rooms  of  the  Central  and  Branch  libraries,  for  reference  work 
and  instruction  in  the  use  of  books,  catalogues,  and  indexes. 
Three  hundred  twenty-one  additional  reference  books  have 
been  placed  in  the  various  children's  rooms  in  order  to  meet 
more  satisfactorily  the  increasing  volume  of  this  work. 

Our  club  work,  though  quite  limited  in  scope  this  year,  has 
been  extremely  interesting.  The  assistant  in  charge  of  this 
work  says :  "During  the  year  1920,  nine  clubs  were  conducted 
from  January  to  May  with  two  leaders  assigned  to  each  group. 
The  Mowgli  Club,  the  Pixie  Dramatic  Club,  and  the  Liberty 
Dramatic  Club  continued  from  the  previous  fall.  The  Little 
Sisters  of  France  disbanded  when  interest  seemed  to  wane  as 
the  children  grew  older.  In  the  East  Liberty  Branch  an  informal 
group  of  boys  from  ten  to  thirteen  was  gathered  together  each 
week  from  those  in  the  children's  room.    This  informal  group 
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met  during  February,  March,  and  April  and  during  this  time 
they  built  bird  houses,  learned  of  the  washing  down  of  Seattle 
hills,  the  cutting  away  of  the  Pittsburgh  hump,  and  of  other 
engineering  feats.  The  Springfield  Club  was  conducted  from 
February  to  May,  the  children  ranging  in  age  from  three  to 
ten  and  representing  many  nationalities.  Games  and  stories 
served  as  entertainment,  and  each  meeting  closed  with  a  salute 
to  the  American  flag.  The  group  g^ew  from  the  little  children 
who  loitered  about  the  charging  desk  on  'Library  Day.'  In 
May,  as  the  crowning  event  of  the  year's  work,  plays  were 
given  by  the  clubs  in  the  East  Liberty  Branch  auditorium 
before  an  adult  audience  made  up  of  parents,  teachers,  and 
others  interested  in  work  with  children. 

This  season,  beginning  October  1920,  there  are  six  clubs 
and  some  have  done  very  promising  work.  The  Mowgli  Club, 
reorganized  for  the  third  consecutive  year,  is  our  most  de- 
pendable group.  They  have  enjoyed  reading  'The  Prince  and 
the  Pauper'  and  have  had  some  discussion  of  current  events. 
The  Worth  While  Club  is  a  group  of  Irish  girls,  new  to  the 
Soho  Library,  who  came  requesting  that  they  be  org^ized  as 
a  club.  They  have  taken  as  their  motto,  'read  better  books' 
and  in  lieu  of  Red  Cross  work  are  doing  some  work  along  the 
line  of  art  and  crafts.  All  clubs  conducted  by  the  department 
are  in  the  Soho  Community  House  with  the  exception  of  the 
American  Boys'  Travel  Club,  a  most  fascinating  g^oup  at 
one  of  the  large  Branches.  The  president  is  an  Italian  lad, 
nearly  every  nationality  is  represented,  and  even  a  Chinese  boy 
is  enrolled.  A  part  of  their  program  has  been  the  study  of  the 
moth  from  some  very  interesting  cases  prepared  in  the  Museum. 
The  clubs  in  the  Soho  Library  are  under  the  leadership  of  Li- 
brary School  students.  We  hope  that  in  the  future  club  work 
may  be  a  well  organized  field,  for,  from  the  standpoint  of 
Americanization  alone,  it  is  a  most  promising  point  of  contact." 

The  children's  room  in  the  Soho  Community  House,  which 
is  operated  under  the  direction  of  the  Childrens  Department, 
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has  had  a  very  interesting  year.  The  circulation  is  not  so  great 
as  for  some  previous  years,  but  the  spirit  and  attitude  of  the 
boys  and  girls  has  been  most  gratifying.  The  story  hour  at- 
tendance has  been  very  good  and  there  has  been  a  cycle,  or 
"continued  story,"  told  to  older  children  for  the  first  time  in 
several  years.  One  interesting  group  on  story  day  is  made  up 
largely  of  newsboys  who  drop  in  for  the  story  late  in  the  after- 
noon after  they  have  made  their  "routes."  Their  interest  is 
very  marked.  There  were,  at  the  banning  of  the  year,  1,916 
books  in  the  Soho  Library  collection.  The  circulation  for  the 
year  is  17,728,  which  means  that  the  books  have  had  to  work 
very  hard  and  much  longer  than  is  advisable  in  the  service  of 
the  children.  It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  librarian  in  charge 
to  keep  this  work  definitely  defined  as  library  work  and  yet 
make  it  form  an  integral  part  of  the  life  of  the  Community 
House. 

During  the  year  many  letters  have  been  received  from  all 
sections  of  this  country.  New  England,  the  Gulf  states,  Arizona, 
and  California,  from  Canada,  the  British  West  Indies,  China, 
and  Australia,  requesting  our  lists  of  children's  books,  cata- 
logues, and  information  about  special  features  of  our  work 
such  as  story-telling,  club  work,  and  methods  of  co-<^ration 
with  schools.  Very  many  requests  have  come  from  cities, 
towns,  and  rural  communities  in  our  own  state  for  lists  which 
will  aid  in  starting  town  and  school  libraries  for  children.  The 
revised  edition  of  our  "Catalogue  of  Books  in  the  Children's 
Department,"  listing,  with  annotations,  about  3,300  titles, 
which  has  been  in  preparation  for  some  time,  has  been  much 
in  demand.  Volume  I,  containing  the  author  and  title  lists, 
was  completed  in  September  and  volume  II,  containing  the 
subject  index,  will  be  ready  for  distribution  at  a  later  date.  It 
is  a  great  inspiration  as  well  as  a  gratification  to  feel  that  the 
work  done  primarily  for  ourselves  may  have  an  influence  so 
far  reaching  that  it  is  of  benefit  to  the  children  of  other  cities, 
states,  and  countries. 


Story-Tellintf 

Fbom  thb  kxpobt  op  Miss  Cabnigix 

The  Story-telling  this  year  has  brought  its  own  pleasure 
to  all  those  who  have  taken  part  in  it.  However  much  one  may 
be  rushed  with  routine,  with  outside  work,  with  preparation  of 
stories,  the  actual  time  of  telling  a  story  to  an  eager  audience 
never  fails  to  give  one  a  new  sense  of  the  power  of  literature 
and  of  the  spoken  word. 

The  story  hour  for  little  children  was  held  in  Central  Chil- 
dren's Room  and  in  all  the  Branches,  as  usual.  The  stories 
began  in  September  or  October  1919,  and  lasted  through  April, 
May,  or  Jtme  1920,  according  to  the  staff  and  attendance  at 
the  Branch.  September  and  October  of  this  year,  too,  saw  the 
opening  of  the  little  children's  story  hours.  The  stories  told 
were  chosen  from  folklore  of  different  coimtries,  from  myths 
and  modem  stories.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  taste  of  the  chil- 
dren in  the  different  localities.  If  a  story  group  at  South  Side 
is  asked  what  they  want  told,  there  will  be  demands  of  about 
equal  volume  for  a  "fairy  tale,"  "Robin  Hood"  ("Robin  Hood" 
was  their  cycle  last  year),  or  other  hero  story.  If  a  group  at 
Homewood  is  asked,  there  arise  cries  of  "Oh,  tell  us  a  new  one, 
Teacher!  Tell  us  one  we  never  heard  before."  At  East 
Liberty,  a  soft  little  Italian  voice  is  apt  to  be  heard  suggesting 
"Snow  White." 

Cycle  stories  were  told  in  the  Central  Children's  Room  and 
in  all  the  Branches.  At  Homewood  Branch,  the  first  story  of 
the  cycle  was  told  in  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  grades 
of  the  schools  before  Christmas.  As  a  result  the  story  hours 
in  the  Branch  were  very  well  attended  and  very  popular.  Cen- 
tral Children's  Room  has  been  telling  the  Volsunga  Saga  to 
the  sixth  and  seventh  grades  of  its  visiting  schools.  This 
work  with  homogeneous  groups  is  very  inspiring.  The  knowl- 
edge that  these  children  are  largely  the  same  ones  who  have 
heard  the  preceding  stories  of  the  cycle,  and  are  of  approxi- 
mately the  same  intelligence  and  age,  makes  for  a  feeling  of  con- 
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fidence  in  the  material  and  for  a  mutual  reaction  that  give  an 
added  joy  to  story-telling. 

Through  February  and  March,  the  Homewood  Branch 
auditorium  was  used  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  a  series  of  moving 
pictures  given  for  the  children  of  the  district.  The  children 
were  admitted  by  tickets  issued  by  the  schools  as  rewards  of 
merit.  The  children's  librarians  were  invited  to  tell  stories 
at  these  meetings,  and  it  was  worth  noting  that  the  children 
seemed  just  as  eager  for  the  stories  as  for  the  picture. 

At  the  South  Side  Branch  one  evening,  some  of  the  Prince 
Marko  legends  were  told  to  the  Young  Women's  Reading  Cir- 
cle. It  was  a  night  when  there  were  guests  present  and  the 
stories  were  a  special  feature.  The  audience  showed  their  de- 
light in  these  stories  of  their  naticxial  hero  and  added  bits  that 
had  not  been  told.  One  man  told  of  Prince  Marko's  return 
during  the  Balkan  War  to  lead  his  countrymen  against  their 
foes.  He  said  he  himself  had  not  seen  Prince  Marko,  but  some 
of  his  friends  had. 

A  story  hour  was  held  and  a  moving  picture  shown  at  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  celebration  at  the  Library.  There 
were  860  people  present — ^about  six  hundred  of  whom  were 
children.  In  spite  of  the  size  of  the  first  group  (about  660), 
and  the  size  of  the  hall,  the  atmosphere  was  surprisingly  in- 
formal. Many  people  stopped  after  the  story  hour  to  ask  about 
the  regular  stories  in  the  Library,  and  to  express  their  pleasure 
in  the  one  they  had  just  attended. 

Story-telling  was  done  in  some  of  the  summer  playgrounds 
this  year  by  the  children's  librarians.  The  supervisor  of  play 
in  the  playgrounds  asked  for  stories  in  all  the  playgrounds,  and 
sent  in  a  list  of  places  where  children  were  given  supervised 
play.  The  Library  could  not  take  care  of  all  these  places,  but 
wherever  and  whenever  possible,  the  children's  librarians  visited 
the  nearby  playgrounds  for  story-telling.  In  some  cases  play- 
ground groups  were  brought  to  the  Library  for  a  story  hour. 

The  attendance  at  all  story  hours  held  in  the  Library  during 
the  year,  was  55,800;  at  all  story  hours  outside  the  Library, 
28,204,  making  a  total  of  84,004. 
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Department  of  Work  with  Schools 

From  the  sxpost  op  Misi  Kslly 

Until  March  1920,  the  work  with  schools  conducted  by  the 
Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  had  been  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Childrens  Department,  although  it  included  relations  with 
both  elementary  and  high  schools.  On  March  i,  1920,  however, 
a  change  in  policy  established  a  separate  department  for  this 
work.  Recognition  of  the  fact  was  thereby  made  that  though 
this  work  deals  largely  with  children,  it  should  have  its  own 
identity  and  affiliate  equally  with  all  departments. 

The  appointment  in  1920  of  a  state  supervisor  of  school 
libraries  by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
should  also  mean  larger  opportunity  for  library  service  to  all 
the  schools  in  the  state,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Department  of 
Work  with  Schools  in  this  library  will  be  able  to  be  of  service 
in  promoting  in  every  way  this  new  departure  in  educational 
work. 

Much  of  the  work  of  the  Department  of  Work  with  Schools 
is  limited  to  those  schools  in  the  city  which  are  not  served  by 
other  Library  agencies,  and  therefore  is  supplementary  to  a 
great  extent.  The  department  does,  however,  render  certain 
service  to  the  city  educational  system  as  a  whole,  and  acts  as 
a  center  of  information  for  all  Library  agencies  working  there- 
with. The  organization  of  means  of  co-operation  between 
the  Library  and  the  schools  also  comes  within  the  province  of 
the  department. 

During  the  year,  books  were  lent  for  home  circulation 
and  classroom  use  to  107  school  agencies.  Of  these,  the  follow- 
ing classification  can  be  made :  one  normal  school ;  twelve  high 
schools,  of  which  seven  are  public  and  five  parochial ;  seventy- 
six  elementary  schools,  of  which  fifty-seven  are  public  and 
nineteen  parochial;  one  industrial  school;  six  continuation 
schools;  six  private  schools;  four  Stmday  schools;  one  school 
for  the  blind. 

A  very  important  phase  of  the  work  of  the  department  con- 
sists in  supplying  books  for  use  as  supplementary  reference 
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material  in  schools  which  are  located  in  districts  inaccessible  to 
libraries.  The  topography  of  Pittsburgh  makes  the  problem 
of  the  location  of  collections  difficult. 

During  the  year,  189,335  bodes  were  used  in  class  work  in 
the  schools.  Of  this  number  174,861  were  juvenile  and  14,474 
adult.  This  is  a  loss  of  53,896  from  1919,  most  of  which  is  due 
to  two  factors:  (i)  that  our  book  collection  is  inadequate, 
and  (2)  that  the  department  is  not  replacing  duplicate  sets  of 
books  which  formerly  were  widely  used,  since  it  is  strongly 
felt  that  it  is  not  the  fimction  of  the  Public  Library  to  provide 
these  sets,  but  rather  that  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

No  books  for  home  use  are  granted  to  schools  located  in 
districts  within  reasonable  walking  distance  of  established  Li- 
brary agencies,  without  good  reason  or  unless  the  Library 
agency  requests  co-operation.  During  the  year,  215,063  books 
borrowed  through  this  department  were  issued  for  home  cir- 
culation. Of  this  number  1 14,701  were  given  out  by  the  sdiool 
teachers  who  acted  as  librarians  in  the  class  rooms  and  adminis- 
tered the  carefully  selected  graded  collections  which  were  sent 
to  them  by  this  department.  The  co-operation  of  the  teachers 
in  this  regard  has  been  excellent  both  as  regards  reaction  on 
the  character  of  the  book  collections  sent  and  as  to  conformity 
in  the  sending  of  the  necessary  data  for  the  monthly  reports 
which  we  require.  The  remaining  100,362  books  were  issued 
through  the  eleven  school  stations  located  for  the  most  part 
in  districts  inaccessible  to  libraries,  open  in  general  to  entire 
neighborhoods, — thus  serving  more  than  one  school  as  well 
as  the  community — and  administered  directly  by  the  staff  of 
this  department.  Ten  of  these  stations  are  located  in  public 
schools  and  one  in  a  parochial  school.  Of  these  eleven  stations, 
it  should  be  stated  that  the  Schenley  High  School  Library, 
which  is  perhs^  the  model  high  school  library  in  the  state, 
is  on  a  different  plane  from  the  others,  being  splendidly  equip- 
ped and  administered  by  an  adequate  staff  under  the  direction 
of  Miss  Qara  E.  Howard;  that  five  deposit  stations  serve 
communities,  and  five  are  strictly  school  library  stations. 
The  latter  ten  stations  are  doing  pioneer  work  and  the  aim  is 
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to  lead  to  use  of  the  Central  Library  and  the  eventual  estab- 
lishment of  branch  libraries  in  these  districts. 

The  value  of  the  Schenley  High  School  Library  as  a  factor 
in  the  training  of  boys  and  girls  is  increasing  each  year.  Miss 
Howard,  the  Head  Teacher-Librarian  reports  that  during 
1920,  415  books  belonging  to  the  permanent  collection  of  the 
Schenley  High  School  were  classified,  catalogued,  and  placed 
on  the  shelves.  These  included  the  books  for  general  reading 
bought  by  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh.  The  attendance 
for  the  fiscal  year  amounted  to  113,141,  a  gain  of  6,342  over 
1 919.  The  number  of  students  that  may  be  transferred  from 
study  rooms  is  limited,  so  that  the  seating  capacity  will  not  be 
exceeded.  The  library  is  used  more  and  more  before  school 
in  the  morning  and  after  school  in  the  evening.  The  circula- 
tion for  the  year  shows  a  gain  of  1,026  over  19 19.  This  in- 
crease is  due  in  large  part  to  the  circulation  of  books  from  the 
recommended  list.  Instructi(xi  in  the  use  of  books  and  libraries 
to  all  English  3  classes  was  given  in  the  spring  and  fall,  a  total 
of  150  lectures  to  fifteen  groups.  This  makes  a  grand  total  of 
840  lectures  to  eighty-four  groups  since  the  fall  of  191 7. 

We  hope  that  the  Board  of  Education  soon  may  be  able  to 
establish  libraries  of  this  tjrpe  and  with  similar  equipment  in 
the  other  high  schools  of  the  city. 

The  work  at  the  other  school  stations  has  been  carried  on 
under  many  difficulties  because  of  the  lack  of  suitable  quarters 
and  adequate  equipment.  The  results  accomplished  have  been 
far  better  than  we  had  any  right  to  hope  for  in  view  of  the 
meager  facilities  afforded.  The  school  stations  have  served 
not  only  as  agencies  for  the  distribution  of  books,  but  as  in- 
fluential factors  in  Americanization  and  in  the  general  welfare 
of  the  community.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the  stations 
located  in  districts  in  which  there  are  many  foreign-bom  resi- 
dents. 

The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the  assistant  in 
charge  of  one  school  station  is  typical : 

''Ralston  Library  located  in  the  Ralston  Industrial  School 
is  very  much  like  the  old  tale  of  the  Travels  of  a  Fox,'  for 
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every  once  in  a  while  we  pick  up  our  library  and  we  %avel.' 
That  we  have  no  permanent  place  is  not  a  lade  of  <4)prcdatioo 
or  lailnre  on  die  part  of  die  sdiool,  but  is  really  due  to  the  very 
sooccssfal  work  of  the  sdiooU  which  is  crowded  to  its  capacity 
during  the  day  and  in  the  evening  with  its  industrial  and  Ameri- 
canization classes.  One  cannot  but  be  glad  diat  the  Library 
has  its  share  in  this  work. 

At  the  b^inning  of  the  year  the  library  went  {rom  the 
{dumbing  shop  to  the  mafhing  room,  and  when  that  became 
the  sheet-metal  shop  it  ^travded'  to  the  kindergarten  room. 
This  had  many  attractions  sudi  as  sand-boxes,  pictures,  toys, 
and  a  jnana  These  had  to  be  constandy  rescued  from  the 
3^oung  borrowers. 

De^ite  the  difficulties  under  whidi  the  work  was  con- 
ducted, it  was  fdt  that  mudi  was  accomplished.  The  location 
in  the  kindergarten  room  had  its  advantages,  for  the  room  was 
furnished  widi  diairs  and  taUes  for  die  children,  at  whidi 
they  could  read  or  look  at  |»cturcs  to  their  heart's  content 
This  was  an  unusual  pleasure  for  dicm,  because  in  the  whole 
neighborhood  diere  is  no  place  for  children.  The  nearby  {day- 
ground  has  no  room  or  shdter  house. 

This  fall  when  the  time  came  to  ofien  the  library,  there  was 
mudi  q)eculation  as  to  where  it  would  be  located,  for  we  knew 
that  the  kindergarten  was  having  douMe  sessions.  However, 
the  princi{nl  of  the  school  saved  die  situation  and  installed 
the  library  in  his  office.  This  has  only  one  dcdded  drawbadc — 
the  diildren  and  adults  have  no  {dace  to  sit  and  read ;  diey  must 
either  go  out  as  soon  as  they  have  got  dieir  books,  or  dse  stand. 
It  is  not  unusual  to  find  some  of  the  diildren,  even  under  this 
handicap,  staying  until  the  room  is  dosed. 

The  Library  has  only  toudied  the  surface  of  die  work  diat 
is  to  be  done  in  this  community.  There  has  been  a  gain  this 
year  in  drculation  and  in  the  number  of  {icople  who  use  the 
Ralston  School  Station.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the  foreign 
aduhs,  both  men  and  women.  It  is  very  gratif]^!^  to  find  that 
after  the  station  was  dosed  all  imnmiei  and  not  open  until 
November,  thev  come  back  to  us. 


A  very  definite  start  has  been  made  in  interesting  the  adults 
in  the  library.  This  has  been  done  through  the  children,  the 
Americanization  teacher,  and  the  attitude  of  welcome  the  school 
itself  gives.  Recently  there  has  been  added  another  factor. 
The  welfare  worker  of  the  American  Steel  and  Wire  Company 
has  offered  to  place  our  foreign  posters  in  the  mill  and  has 
sent  us  some  borrowers. 

One  of  the  most  encouraging  features  of  this  year's  work 
has  been  the  very  decided  betterment  in  the  standard  of  reading. 
This  has  been  noticeable  both  in  the  three  grades  of  the  ele- 
mentary school  and  in  the  reading  of  the  children  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

There  seems  to  be  but  one  burden  to  our  song  at  Ralston, 
both  now  and  for  the  future,  and  that  is  the  need  of  a  library — 
a  building  if  possible,  but  until  that  is  so,  some  sort  of  room 
that  will  meet  the  need  more  adequately." 

School  bulletins  have  been  issued  twice  a  month  through- 
out the  school  year  upon  subjects  particularly  appropriate  at 
the  time  of  publication. 

Constantly,  this  department  is  called  upon,  from  all  parts 
of  the  country,  for  basic  school  library  lists  for  both  elementary 
and  high  school  use.  There  are  also  many  requests  for  indi- 
vidual graded  lists,  as  well  as  lists  on  special  subjects.  It  has 
been  possible  so  far  to  fill  these  requests,  some  of  which  have 
taken  a  great  deal  of  time  to  compile. 

Since  September  the  department  has  made  as  many  visits 
as  possible  to  schools.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  ways 
of  keeping  in  touch  with  the  problems  of  the  teachers  and  in 
promoting  general  interest  in, the  Library.  It  is  hoped  that 
through  these  visits  it  will  be  possible  to  make  known  more 
widely  the  resources  which  the  Library  has  for  teachers. 

The  department  has  been  called  upon  several  times  during 
the  year  to  make  arrangements  for  special  visits  of  out-of-town 
schools  to  the  Central  Library,  the  Art  Galleries,  and  the 
Museum. 


For  the  year  1930.  vc  are  gratiBed  to  report  not  oohr  a 
gm  at  15x106  arcr  die  year  1919.  but  also  a  gain  of  3^24 
orer  tibe  year  1914.  in  vhidi  jrar  Ac  drcxiiatioo  of  the  Central 
I^frwfmg  DrrkkMi  vas  the  largest  in  the  liistofT  of  the  Library, 
np  10  the  piic*cui  year.  In  addaioo  to  the  aboi^  total,  other  de- 
pamnenis  borrowod  fxvni  is  2^S7S  btMik^  for  nse  in  die  boild' 
10^:  ve  lent  to  btawlies,  schools,  and  sobstations  a  total 
of  14JB63  bcxds. 

The  total  inniiln  of  new  cards  issued,  or  r^istrations 
taken,  in  the  Central  Lendic^  Dirisicn  daring  diis  year  was 
3.J93  as  against  3J685  for  last  year.  The  mmAcr  of  old  bor- 
rowers Tr-iegistcred  was  2  J050  as  cxxnpared  with  1^7  in  1919; 
a  gain  of  303  this  year.  This  shows  that  an  increasing  nnniber 
of  Pittsbcighers  foond  dieir  way  to  the  Library  again. 

Aside  from  oar  gain  in  statistics,  we  fed  we  are  being 
osed  to  a  greater  extent  by  oar  borrowers.  Oar  telephone  calls 
are  increasing  daily  and  for  die  first  time  it  has  been  necessary, 
this  past  year,  to  have  a  reader's  assistant  sdiedaled  at  our  cata- 
logue for  faS  time.  This  assistant  has  been  kept  more  than 
basy  with  quick  reference  work,  eiqdaining  the  catalogue, 
assisting  in  its  nse,  and  giving  special  attention  to  borrowers 
who  wish  assistance  and  advice  in  sdectii^  didr  books.  We 
dq)end  also  upon  this  assistant  for  a  stud}*  of  the  general  trend 
of  public  demand  as  revealed  by  the  questions  asked  at  this  desk. 
Wliik  we  draw  constandy  upon  the  resources  of  the  Reference 
and  Technology  dq»rtments,  referring  our  borrowers  to  them 
when  possible  for  additional  material,  the  following  subjects 
on  which  questions  were  asked  and  taken  care  of  by  our  reader *s 
assistant  may  be  enlightening  to  those  who  think  of  us  only  as 
a  Lending  Division. 

Lives  of  the  sculptors  of  modem  times. 
Designs  for  electric  signs. 
Kipling's  "They." 
Polish  poetry. 
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The  best  books  on  fly  fishing. 

Chinese  immigration. 

A  name  for  a  new  oriental  drink. 

Dinner  menus  for  a  chef  of  a  large  Pittsburgh  hotel. 

"Happy  books"  for  young  girl  lonely  and  away  from  home. 

Religious  orders. 

The  history  of  Tammany  Hall. 

A  quick  way  of  making  cider. 

The  pythian  games. 

Pittsburgh  playgrounds. 

A  book  dealing  with  the  care  of  the  feet. 

Slaves  in  early  Roman  days. 

The  history  of  Colonial  times  told  interestingly. 

Canaries  and  the  care  of  them. 

A  citizenship  book  for  the  new  American. 

A  book  on  lettering. 

House  plants. 

The  fur  industry. 

Mushrooms. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  subjects  on  which  material  was 
asked  in  one  day,  and  this  was  only  an  average  day. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Catalogue  Department  for  shifting 
and  expanding  our  overcrowded  catalogue  drawers.  All  the 
trays  are  now  comfortably  filled  and  allow  room  for  expansion 
for  at  least  another  year. 

Throughout  the  year  we  have  been  fortunate  in  having 
on  exhibition  in  the  Central  Lending  Division  instructive  and 
interesting  pictures  of  the  various  industries  of  Pittsburgh  and 
of  our  City  Planning  Commission.  We  are  indebted  for  these 
pictures  to  the  kindness  of  this  commission  and  to  the  following 
companies : 

Carnegie  Steel  Company.     Steel. 
United  States  Bureau  of  Mines.    Coal. 
Harbison- Walker  Refractories  Company.    Brick. 
Armstrong  Cork  Company.     Cork. 

Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Company.    Elec- 
trical apparatus. 

31 


We  also  wish  to  thank  the  citizen  of  Pittsbtirgh  who  lent  us 
his  coUecticm  of  rare  and  beautiful  manuscripts  and  early 
printed  books,  which  were  on  exhibition  in  the  Lending  Divi- 
sion during  November. 

To  the  Central  Lending  Division  come  all  classes  and 
representatives  from  all  nationalities  in  Pittsburgh.  We  have 
borrowers  from  every  ward  in  the  city ;  non-resident  borrowers 
from  all  the  small  towns  and  cities  surrounding  Pittsburgh; 
and  a  large  group  of  non-resident  student  borrowers  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States.  It  has  been  a  very  busy,  but  a  very 
interesting  year  in  an  interesting  division  of  the  Library. 

As  we  look  back  upon  the  year  1920,  the  one  day  that  stands 
out  in  our  memories  is  the  fifth  of  November,  which  was  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  Carnegie  Li- 
brary of  Pittsburgh.  A  general  invitation  to  the  public  met 
with  a  wonderful  response.  All  the  departments  were  open 
and  at  work  from  seven  to  ten  o'clock  that  evening,  and  the 
public  were  invited  to  come  and  get  acquainted  with  their  Li- 
brary. The  remarkable  interest  taken  and  the  appreciation  felt 
by  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  on  that  occasion  tended  to  fill  us 
all  with  new  enthusiasm  for  greater  service  to  the  public,  which 
we  hope  will  carry  us  far  in  the  year  to  come. 

Central  Children's  Room 

FlOM    THE    KXPOKT    OP    MiSS    AldSICR 

The  circulation  for  the  year  1920  is  830  smaller  than  the 
circulation  for  191 9.  Eliminating  last  year  from  the  compari- 
son, this  year's  circulation  is  4,639  greater  than  any  other  year 
in  the  history  of  the  room.  Although  the  year  19 14  was  known 
as  the  "big  year,"  this  year's  circulation  is  10,495  larger  than 
that  of  191 4. 

The  story  hour  in  Central  Children's  Room  shows  a  gain 
this  year  of  5,025  in  attendance  over  last  year.  The  little  chil- 
dren's groups  have  shown  a  very  slight  increase ;  the  chief  gpiin 
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has  been  in  attendance  at  stories  told  to  schools.  It  was  de- 
cided this  fall  that  instead  of  telling  the  cycle  stories  to  casual 
groups — ^in  which  the  number  in  past  years  has  been  exceedingly 
small — they  should  be  told  to  the  sixth  and  seventh  grades 
which  come  here  regularly.  The  Norse  cycle  was  chosen  and 
the  results  have  been  most  satisfactory.  The  children  are  eager 
for  them  and  are  getting  in  this  way  some  of  the  great  world 
literature.  There  has  also  been  this  year  an  increased  demand 
for  stories  from  out-of-town  schools  which  are  visiting  the 
Museum  and  the  Library.  In  every  case  where  it  was  possible 
this  demand  has  been  met. 

There  have  been  several  special  features  of  interest  during 
the  year.  The  Museum  has  lent  us  many  small  cases  of 
butterflies  and  insects  and  beetles.  These  have  attracted  and 
interested  the  children.  For  several  months  we  kept  a  bulletin 
of  "Have  you  read  this  book  ?"  This  caption  was  placed  under 
a  picture  taken  from  some  book  and  the  call  number  was  posted 
with  it.  The  children  enjoyed  being  able  to  say,  "Oh,  yes,  I 
have  read  that.  It  is  Jim  Davis."  And  in  many  cases  children 
who  had  not  read  it,  brought  us  the  call  ntunber,  asking  for  it. 
Every  month  we  post  pictures  of  men  whose  birthdays  come  in 
that  month,  and  on  another  bulletin  board  pictures  of  famous 
events  for  the  month.  Another  special  feature  of  our  work  has 
been  the  talks  to  schools  from  out-of-town  on  the  use  of  the 
Library  and  the  love  of  good  reading. 

For  several  months  a  case  was  kept  filled  with  souvenirs 
f rctfn  many  lands.  Often  these  have  fitted  in  with  the  reference 
work  in  an  interesting  way.  This  stimulated  interest  in  the 
case  and  for  some  time  after  the  children  kept  it  filled  with 
things  they  had  made.  One  was  a  very  well  mounted  and 
labeled  exhibit  of  foreign  stamps  which  three  small  boys  ar- 
ranged. 

Our  special  exhibit  of  suggested  books  for  Christmas  gifts 
was  held  this  year  again  in  the  club  room  and  was  open  for  a 
month.  People  who  saw  it  were  most  appreciative,  but  the 
number  of  visitors  was  disappointing. 
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Realizing  that  to  use  a  library  well,  children  should  be 
familiar  with  the  use  of  indexes  and  r^^lar  reference  bodes, 
we  started  a  contest  called  "What  is  it?"  Every  few  days  a 
picture  of  a  famous  painting,  of  some  great  event  in  history,  or 
of  some  great  man ;  or  something  of  interest  like  pepper  berries 
from  California,  or  cotton  from  Louisiana,  or  a  closed  gentian 
from  our  own  fields,  is  put  in  a  special  place.  'The  children 
are  to  prove  to  us  by  means  of  one  of  the  reference  books  what 
it  is  and  where  it  happened  or  came  from.  The  first  child  to 
produce  the  answer  in  print  has  his  name  posted  with  the  object 
and  later,  when  a  new  exhibit  goes  up,  his  name  is  put  on  a 
public  honor  roll  which  remains  posted  all  the  time.  TTiis  has 
proved  very  popular  and  a  picture  or  object  seldom  stays  up 
more  than  a  few  hours  before  it  is  named. 

Our  special  reference  work  with  Holmes  and  Bellefield 
schools  has  been  heavier  than  ever  before.  The  work  is  very 
much  worth  while.  Holmes  classes  have  been  coming  for  four 
years;  Bellefield  began  to  come  regularly  last  year.  These 
classes  come  at  the  same  time  and  without  teachers.  Their 
subjects  are  assigned  in  advance  by  the  teachers  and  the  Chil- 
dren's Room  gathers  books  from  other  departments  in  the 
building  for  the  class.  This  year  it  was  thought  desirable  to 
give  the  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  grades  some  practice 
work  in  using  an  index  and  taking  notes  before  they  began  their 
regular  work.  The  lower  grades  have  come  once  each  and  had 
a  talk  on  the  care  of  books,  the  use  of  the  Library,  and  Library 
"etiquette."  The  teachers  are  very  appreciative  of  the  work 
done  here.  The  two  items  of  interest  to  us  in  this  work  are  that 
the  children  are  in  this  way  introduced  to  books  with  which 
they  would  not  otherwise  become  familiar  enough  to  cause  them 
to  call  for  them  later;  and  that  we  find  them  using  uncon- 
sciously phrases  and  words  which  we  know  they  have  gained 
here  from  their  reading. 

Our  plans  for  future  work  include  a  children's  reference 
room  with  a  special  reference  assistant  who  shall  have  charge 
of  the  schools  work  here,  be  a  court  of  appeal  for  the  Branches, 
and  make  special  indexes  and  lists. 
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Lawrenceville  Branch 

Fbom  thb  ixfort  or  Miss  Fishib 

The  one  big  outstanding  effort  of  the  year  besides  circu- 
lating books  and  information  has  been  to  help  establish  com- 
munity service  in  Lawrenceville.  Conditions  have  made  it 
very  difficult  to  foster  a  "get-together  spirit."  Within  a  few 
squares  of  the  Branch  there  are  Polish,  Swedish,  Italian,  Ger- 
man, Croatian,  Slovenian,  Yiddish,  Russian,  and  Lithuanian 
peoples,  and  each  year  the  number  grows  larger.  One  of  our 
nearby  public  schools  which  a  few  years  ago  was  attended  by 
children  of  American-bom  parents  reported  that  oilt  of  the 
five  hundred  children  enrolled,  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  never 
hear  English  spoken  in  the  home. 

Early  in  the  year  the  community  service  idea  was  launched 
in  Lawrenceville.  The  first  open  meeting  was  held  at  the  Li- 
brary early  in  January.  There  was  an  attendance  of  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  and  the  entertainment  was  furnished 
by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  Lawrence  and  Arsenal  Park 
playgrounds,  and  by  various  people  in  the  district.  Out  of  this 
meeting  an  organization  was  formed  to  take  care  of  future 
entertainments  and  to  be  ready  to  meet  with  agencies  and  in- 
dividuals who  come  with  a  desire  to  add  to  the  civic  and  social 
life  of  the  district. 

The  meeting  at  the  Library  was  followed  by  entertainments 
by  neighborhood  talent  at  various  community  centers.  In  April 
the  committee  acted  as  sponsors  for  the  three  Sunday  concerts 
that  were  given  at  Arsenal  Theater  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Music  League  of  America.  Posters  in  Polish,  Lithuanian, 
and  English  were  distributed  in  schools,  stores,  and  industrial 
plants.  In  the  summer  the  committee  took  over  the  supervisicMi 
of  the  Civic  Club  concerts  in  Arsenal  Park  and  at  the  end  of 
the  season  held  an  open  air  dance  in  the  park.  At  Christmas 
time  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  committee  had  a  community 
Christmas  tree  at  Woolslair  School  auditorium.  There  were 
two  nights  of  celebration — the  first  for  children  and  the  next 
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for  JMUhs.  Tbe  dwir  bovs  iram  St.  Mary's  Church  and  a 
ifmiiei  traoi  Si.  Sramsbits''  sai^  Quistmas  carols. 

Under  tbe  aiyfwcrs  of  the  A.  L.  A.,  die  Branch  lock  over  in 
A|vil  the  fibrajy  work  at  Marine  HospftaL  This  work  has  been 
dxpcmdr  iotcrestiiig^.  Wliile  there  are  bet¥^ecn  three  and 
four  faandml  books  m  the  hospital,  it  has  often  h2q>pened  that 
the  pamcolar  one  asked  for  was  not  there.  These  wants  can 
often  be  sopplied  br  the  Branch  and  the  requests  have  varied 
from  books  in  simple  English  to  books  by  Artsybashev  in  Eng- 
lish, Russian,  or  Jcwi^L 

The  work  with  children  continues  to  be  a  large  part  of  our 
daihr  rootine.  A  busy  afternoon  in  the  room  makes  one  realize 
oar  rapidly  changing  conmnmity.  The  diildren  from  Ameri- 
can homes  with  American  standards  of  li\4ng  are  becoming 
rarer  and  rarer  in  die  Brandi,  and  in  their  places  are  coming 
little  foreigners  who  have  to  be  taught  indirectly  all  the  princi- 
ples of  Americanism  Nearly  one  half  of  our  juvenile  r^s- 
trations  this  year  were  for  diildren  of  foreign-bom  parents. 

We  had  the  largest  juvenile  circulation  in  the  history  of 
the  Branch.  The  books  circulated  numbered  60,043 — ^an  in- 
crease of  3.971  o^-er  1914.  The  adult  circulation  was  the  larg- 
est since  191 5. 

Children  have  been  r^[istered  from  twenty-nine  of  the 
thirtv-five  schools  in  the  district  The  reference  work  with 
McCandless  and  McOeary  sdiools  was  carried  on  this  year  as 
in  fwmer  ones.  The  use  of  pictures  in  connection  with  this 
work  has  increased  the  interest  The  reference  work,  adult 
and  juvenile,  has  been  diversified. 

A  very  remarkable  response  has  come  this  year  from  Holy 
Familv  School,  a  conservative  Polish  school  which  until  re- 
cently  has  made  comparatively  little  use  of  the  Library.  Now 
the  children  and  the  sisters  are  regular  borrowers. 

We  have  aimed  this  year  to  widen  our  influence.  Shortness 
of  staff  and  illness  have  prevented  some  of  the  extension  work 
planned.  We  have  told  stories  in  schools,  in  community  houses, 
and  to  groups  of  factory  girls  at  Lawrence  Park.  As  it  was 
impossible  to  do  as  much  with  individual  schools  or  groups  as 
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in  former  years,  we  are  planning  for  the  near  future  some 
general  graded  story  hours  for  all  schools  in  the  district. 

The  year  has  been  a  busy  one  and  one  that  has  been  full  of 
changes.  Our  old  borrowers  who  have  been  coming  for  years 
are  rapidly  leaving  us  and  we  must  make  the  new  ones  under- 
stand our  spirit  of  service  and  knowledge  of  their  needs.  The 
staff  has  contributed  in  every  way  to  this  end. 

West  End  Branch 

FlOM  THB  KXFOIT  Of  MlU  RbID 

The  Statistics  show  an  increase  in  the  use  of  our  books,  but 
what  is  better,  there  is  an  increase  in  the  kindly  feeling  between 
the  commimity  and  the  Library.  To  foster  and  strengthen 
this  feeling  the  Library  does  everything  in  its  power,  both  in- 
side the  Branch  and  by  co-operation  with  outside  agencies. 
Direct  co-operation  was  established  with  the  district  organiza- 
tions and  welfare  activities,  and  in  the  various  campaigns  for 
local  civic  improvements  the  Branch  enjoyed  an  active  part.  In 
this  work  the  stores  willingly  gave  us  window  space  for  an- 
notmcements. 

All  this  perhaps  accounts  for  the  decided  increase  in  our 
reference  work  in  all  departments.  It  has  been  rather  hard 
sometimes,  with  our  small  collection,  to  fill  all  the  require- 
ments, but  by  borrowing  from  Central  we  have  been  able 
to  meet  requirements.  The  work  with  clubs  and  schools 
predominates.  Five  of  the  program  committees  met  at 
the  Branch  to  arrange  their  programs,  and  later  in  the  year 
seven  club  programs  were  received,  the  material  for  each  col- 
lected, and  the  clubs  notified  that  it  was  ready  for  use.  The 
Teachers'  Reading  Circle  brought  in  many  teachers  and  the 
books  listed  were  in  great  demand.  Reference  work  is  con- 
tinually done  with  the  schools ;  the  teachers  telephone  or  send 
a  note  or  come  in  person  to  arrange  for  their  class  or  personal 
reference  work.  Esplen  School  came  to  the  Library  for  prac- 
tice work  in  the  use  of  the  Library  and  the  written  lesson  which 
was  given  after  this  visit  showed  that  it  was  not  entirely  barren 
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of  results.  We  also  had  our  annual  visit  from  the  Thaddeos 
Stevens  evening  school.  The  pupils  of  the  Riverside  High 
School  are  daily  visitors  and  McKees  Rodcs  High  School  uses 
our  collection  to  a  limited  extent  Library  instruction  was 
planned  for  Riverside  High  School,  but  on  account  of  the 
crowded  schedule  and  lack  of  help  in  the  Branch  it  had  to  be 
omitted.  At  the  request  of  the  English  teacher  a  list  of  fiction 
was  compiled  for  supplementary  reading. 

The  usual  weekly  story  hours  were  held  at  the  Branch.  On 
Monday  afternoons  stories  were  told,  and  on  Thursdays  the 
cycle  stories  for  the  older  children.  The  attendance  was  good 
at  both.  The  Christmas  story  was  unusually  interesting  with 
the  addition  of  the  carok  played  on  a  victrola,  both  records  and 
victrola  having  been  lent  to  us.  The  story-telling  in  the 
Wabash  Rayground  was  omitted  because  most  of  the  children 
were  regular  attendants  at  the  story  hour  in  the  Library. 

An  exhibit  of  the  art  work  of  the  West  End  schools  filled 
the  bulletin  space  through  May  and  June  and  had  many  inter- 
ested visitors,  as  had  the  exhibit  of  bird-houses  made  by  the 
boys  of  the  neighborhood,  with  one  of  the  prize  bird-houses 
from  the  "Tele"  contest. 

The  foreign  collection  was  renewed  and  a  few  Russian 
books  added.  These  have  a  small  but  continual  use.  The  pic- 
ture collection  has  been  put  in  order  and  the  pictures  have  been 
in  great  demand  by  schools  and  clubs. 

This  library  has  a  definite  place  in  the  conununity  and  to 
establish  that  place  more  firmly  and  to  make  its  influence  felt 
to  a  still  greater  degree  has  been  the  aim  throughout  the  year. 
We  hope  that  some  results  have  been  accomplished. 

Wylie  Avenue  Branch 

Fbom  thk  upost  oy  Mm  WiUDtoa 

The  community  served  by  the  Wylie  Avenue  Branch  is  so 
large  and  its  constituents  so  varied  and  so  widely  separated  by 
race,  language,  and  group  instincts  that  only  industrial  and 
housing  conditions  would  force  them  to  dwell  together.    The 
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two  common  meeting  grounds  for  such  a  population  are  the 
schools  and  the  public  library.  The  adult  portion  is,  of  course, 
more  likely  to  be  influenced  by  the  latter. 

During  one  period  of  three  months,  records  were  kept  of 
the  registrations  taken  and  forty-seven  per  cent  of  the  adult 
registrations  were  of  colored  people.  At  another  period  thirty 
per  cent  of  the  new  borrowers  were  colored.  Many  of  these 
people  had  come  directly  from  the  far  South,  lured  by  the  hope 
of  work  in  the  mills  and  factories,  and  had  had  no  previous  li- 
brary experience,  and  very  little  school  life  of  any  sort.  This 
class  had  no  ideas  beyond  the  fact  that  they  wanted  a  book  and 
realized  that  they  were  not  equipped  for  life  in  their  new  sur- 
roundings. Girls  and  boys  from  fourteen  to  seventeen  years 
of  age  had  been  placed  in  the  first  and  second  grades  at  school, 
and  they  knew  that  they  would  have  to  read  to  get  ahead.  On 
the  other  hand,  some  of  them  had  been  soldiers  in  the  United 
States  army  and  had  learned  the  value  of  the  libraries  in  camps 
here  and  the  A.  L.  A.  libraries  overseas.  These  men  came  with 
definite  requests  for  books  on  various  trades,  books  to  learn 
French,  or  text-books  in  some  subject  in  which  they  were  inter- 
ested. 

Many  of  our  young  colored  people  are  high  school  or  uni- 
versity students.  The  older  people  are  interested  especially  in 
ethics  and  religion  and  more  books  on  these  subjects  are  needed 
in  the  collection. 

Throughout  the  year  newcomers  direct  from  Europe  have 
reached  us  in  varying  numbers.  In  March,  when  the  night 
school  classes  made  their  annual  visits  from  the  Franklin  School, 
there  were  ten  nationalities  represented,  including  two  Syrians 
who  had  been  in  the  country  just  six  weeks.  These  people  are 
regular  borrowers  at  the  Library  now  and  make  continuous 
use  of  our  books  to  learn  English.  While  we  have  no  statistics 
of  the  circulation  of  these  books,  we  are  sure  of  their  use,  for 
each  day  we  help  some  one  to  select  the  book  most  suited  to  the 
individual  trying  to  acquire  the  language.  The  foreign  class 
at  the  Franklin  School  was  brought  to  the  Branch  in  September 
and  all  the  boys  and  girls  registered. 
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It  is  the  young  people  who  arc  arriving  at  present— only 
those  who  have  been  able  to  get  through  to  some  other  member 
of  the  family  already  here.  During  the  last  three  months  of 
the  year  we  tried  to  keep  a  record  of  those  people  who  r^^istered 
as  having  come  to  the  country  recently.  The  time  extended 
from  one  who  had  been  in  America  two  days  to  those  who  had 
been  in  the  country  three  months.  The  countries  of  which  we 
have  a  record  include  England,  Lithuania,  Russia,  Roomania, 
Poland,  both  German  and  Russian,  Austria,  Galicia,  Italy,  and 
Palestine.  Some  of  these  people  have  a  conmion  meeting 
ground  in  the  Yiddish  language  as  they  are  Jews — but  the  en- 
vironment and  training  received  outside  their  religious  customs 
have  made  very  different  peoples  of  them. 

When  we  try  to  visualize  the  problem  of  amalgamation 
necessary  within  one  race  when  it  meets  in  one  branch  library 
from  such  varying  points  of  the  compass  as  are  represented  in 
this  record  of  three  months,  we  are  not  surprised  that  'the 
Americanization  of  each  individual  takes  twenty-five  years" — 
as  one  of  our  Americanized  Czecho-Slovak  friends  said  recently. 
They  are  especially  grateful  for  all  help  rendered,  and  anxious 
to  get  as  much  out  of  the  bodks  as  possible.  One  of  the  women 
said  to  the  branch  librarian  recently:  "My  brother,  he  so 
surprised  when  he  get  that  card  about  book  to  learn  English. 
He  say,  'In  this  country,  everybody  so  nice.'  " 

The  aim  of  a  library  and  the  actual  results  achieved  in 
striving  to  meet  that  aim  are  often  two  vastly  different  things. 
A  truth  sadly  to  be  deplored  is  the  fact  that  the  aim  made  im- 
perative for  each  assistant  was  to  serve  as  many  children  as 
possible  in  as  short  a  time  as  possible.  With  children  clamoring 
about,  each  calling  out  a  request  on  any  conceivable  subject,  it 
is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  bent  of  mind  of  the  individual 
child.  With  dozens  of  children  waiting  to  hear  stories  in  a 
line  extending  half  way  around  the  room;  with  throngs  of 
children  standing  at  the  charging  desk  in  lines  reaching  far  into 
the  room ;  with  other  children  wandering  aimlessly  about,  push- 
ing along  the  others  who  wish  to  look  over  the  books;  with 
frequent  cries  of  distress  from  the  little  charges  who  have  "lost" 
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their  older  brothers  or  sisters,  ideal  library  work  with  children 
is  out  of  the  question.  In  the  face  of  this,  the  Wylie  Avenue 
Branch  children's  room  can  offer  many  individual  instances 
which  tend  to  prove  that  it  accomplishes  no  small  part  in  the 
mending  and  moulding  of  the  characters  and  habits  of  hundreds 
of  children  of  its  district.  The  neighborhood  is  seething  with 
children  and  new  ones  are  coming  constantly — so  that  "new 
fields  are  opening  to  us  whenever  we  are  able  to  reach  out  for 
them." 

Wylie  Avenue  needs  a  building  three  times  the  size  of  the 
present  one,  a  book  collection  increased  150  per  cent,  and  an 
increase  of  seventy-five  per  cent  in  the  numbers  on  the  staff,  to 
do  the  library  work  in  this  district.  We  are  in  the  heart  of  the 
socialist  district  and  have  not  the  time,  strength,  nor  equipment 
to  handle  more  than  that  small  proportion  of  the  population 
which  finds  its  way  into  the  Branch.  We  should  be  able  to  go 
to  this  great  niunber  of  people  and  so  interest  them  that  they 
would  find  their  greatest  inspiration  and  pleasure  within  our 
walls. 

Our  only  hope  and  recompense  is  found  in  the  idea  ex- 
pressed by  the  representative  of  the  War  Camp  Community 
who  came  to  Wylie  Avenue  children's  room  for  inspiration  a 
number  of  times  during  the  busy  periods  in  the  afternoon.  He 
said,  "I  wish  every  person  interested  in  human  beings  and  the 
betterment  of  their  condition  could  spend  some  time  in  this 
room,  because  I  know  they  would  be  well  repaid." 

Mount  Washington  Branch 

FtOM   THS  ftXFOlT  OF   MiSS  FUKNIM 

The  past  year  marked  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  the 
opening  of  the  Mount  Washington  Library  which  had  its  in- 
ception seventeen  years  earlier  when  the  Mount  Washington 
Reading  Room  and  Library  Association  was  formed.  The 
building  of  this  association  was  located  on  Grandview  Avenue 
not  far  from  the  site  of  the  present  Carnegie  Branch  and  was 
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kepi  open  until  the  new  building  was  completecL  The  associa- 
tion then  went  out  of  existence,  giving  over  its  entire  property 
to  the  furtherance  of  the  new  Branch  Library.  On  the  c^>ening 
night  was  read  a  historical  sketch  which  dosed  with  the  follow- 
ing words  in  reference  to  the  old  association :  ''What  good  did 
it  ?  No  one  can  tell.  We  have  got  to  do  these  things  and  take 
the  chances."  The  answer  is  now  given  in  the  record  of  one 
year's  service  to  the  people  of  Mount  Washington,  which  shows 
that  during  the  twelve  months  of  1920  approximately  69,000 
books  were  circulated  for  home  use  and  that  every  day  the 
rooms  for  both  adults  and  children  have  been  in  constant  use 
by  the  business  man,  the  student,  and  the  general  reader.  The 
club  rooms  have  also  been  of  great  service  to  many. 

A  meeting  of  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  community 
was  held  in  the  large  club  room  on  March  nineteenth  when  the 
Washington  Heights  Board  of  Trade  which  had  ceased  to  ex- 
ist, was  reorganized  by  many  influential  men  and  some  women. 
At  subsequent  meetings  the  interest  has  been  kept  up  and  it  is 
apparent  that  the  organization  will  soon  accomplish  many 
things  long  needed.  Various  other  commimity  meetings  have 
been  held  from  time  to  time  to  discuss  special  topics,  including 
city  planning,  playgrounds,  and  the  woman  voter.  Under  the 
direction  of  the  Associated  Charities,  a  meeting  was  held  on 
July  sixth  to  formulate  plans  for  the  relief  of  those  **bumed 
out"  by  the  disastrous  Wyoming  Street  district  fire. 

Stories  were  told  to  the  younger  children  once  a  wedc 
throughout  the  year  with  the  exception  of  July  and  August, 
the  final  June  story  being  told  on  the  Library  lawn.  The  Robin 
Hood  cycle  was  told  to  the  older  children  every  Friday  after- 
noon from  January  to  May.  Many  stories  were  also  told  to 
children  in  school  rooms  and  during  the  summer  in  Ream  and 
Cuthbert  playgrounds. 

Reference  work  with  children  forces  itself  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  workers  in  this  Branch  more  continuously  and  with 
greater  vigor  than  any  other  phase  of  the  work.  Each  year  the 
necessity  for  being  properly  equipped  to  meet  it  becomes  more 
apparent.     Children  in  the  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  grades 
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and  sometimes  even  the  younger  ones,  are  required  to  prepare 
school  themes,  reports,  and  debates  not  only  upon  historical, 
geographical,  and  scientific  subjects,  but  upon  questions  of  the 
day  (the  very  yesterday)  covering  political,  social,  and  philan- 
thropic movements.  Frequently  the  material  sought  is  not 
readily  at  hand  and  rarely  is  it  in  such  form  that  it  is  suited  to 
the  comprehension  of  a  child  of  ten  or  twelve  years.  An  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  books  in  the  adult  collection  and  a  wide 
range  of  reading  in  the  magazine  and  newspaper  fields  are 
merely  stepping-stones  which  help  in  a  measure  to  solve  the 
reference  problem  of  the  present  day  children's  librarian. 

Contact  with  the  principals,  teachers,  and  students  of  the 
public  and  parochial  schools  has  been  constant,  and  the  problem 
seems  to  be  not  how  can  we  get  them  to  make  use  of  the  Li- 
brary, but  how  we  can  fill  the  increasing  demands  for  service. 
Frequently  we  are  asked  if  the  building  will  not  soon  be  enlarged 
to  meet  the  growing  needs. 

An  unusually  fine  model  aeroplane,  made  from  directions 
taken  from  a  Library  book,  was  displayed  in  the  reference  al- 
cove and  attracted  a  more  general  interest  than  almost  anything 
heretofore  shown  in  the  building.  At  intervals  the  work  of  the 
art  classes  in  the  local  schools  has  been  exhibited  in  the  chil- 
dren's room. 

The  chief  outside  publicity  has  been  accomplished  through 
the  local  newspaper,  while  the  large  bulletin  board  in  the  lobby 
has  served  varied  interests  within  the  building.  On  this  are 
posted  all  purely  Library  matters  such  as  book  lists,  and  notices 
of  civic  lectures  and  gatherings  of  local  interest.  During  the 
summer,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  we  were 
able  to  post  a  series  of  large  plans  of  the  proposed  tunnel  and 
boulevard  improvements. 

The  book  collection  is  in  fairly  good  condition  as  to  titles, 
but  many  of  the  books  are  so  badly  worn  out  that  they  will  soon 
have  to  be  discarded.  On  account  of  the  limited  shelving  space 
only  the  most  called  for  books  can  be  kept  in  the  collection.  The 
average  circulation  for  the  year  was  six  times  per  volume. 
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Hazelwood  Branch 

Fmatt  TMi  uro>T  o>  llm  Swoi 

The  circulation  for  1920  shows  a  gain 
lation,  and  is  only  a  little  below  that  for  191 
wood's  banner  year.  The  reference  work 
siderably,  and  while  the  variety  of  question 
our  resources  are  taxed  to  supply  even  a  ] 
lafge  numbers  of  pupils  in  the  grade  schoc 
a  single  subject. 

The  Branch  is  directly  associated  with  : 
and  extensicHi  work  of  the  district,  and  ha 
in  the  work  with  the  many  nationalities 
Current  Events  Qub  met  each  month  dui 
children's  room,  the  discussions  dealing  1: 
of  particular  interest  to  the  Hazelwood 
members  of  the  Allegheny  County  League 
held  their  meetings  in  the  children's  room, 
learn  how  to  vote.  The  Woman's  Qub  ol 
had  as  chainnan  of  its  program  committee  t 
had  an  interesting  series  of  talks  by  rep 
national  groups  in  Pittsburgh.  Mr.  Paul  J 
"Young  Folks'  Circle"  of  the  National  S 
an  interesting  talk  on  Czecho-Slovakia.  ] 
Greek  lawyer,  spoke  on  the  Greeks.  Dr.  H 
an  inspiring  talk  on  Russia.  Hungary  was . 
George  Szecskay,  local  editor  of  a  Hung 
on  Hungary.  Mrs.  Szecskay  read  several 
anthology  of  Magyar  poetry.  Miss  Javor, 
with  the  International  Institute,  and  Mrs.  ! 
Hungarian  minister  of  McKeesport,  playe 
of  Hungarian  music  on  the  piano  and  vie 
Fragale,  the  Italian  Protestant  minister  of 
on  "Italy  and  the  Americanization  of  our  I 
meeting  was  a  talk  on  the  Syrian  people 


Anthony  J.  Khouri,  the  Syrian  minister  working  in  the  Webster 
Avenue  Syrian  Protestant  Mission. 

The  work  with  schools  has  been  carried  on  this  year  to  a 
much  greater  extent  than  ever  before.  The  results  of  school 
visiting  have  been  quite  noticeable.  One  teacher  brought  three 
classes  to  the  Library  to  hear  stories.  A  principal  asked  that 
a  list  of  interesting  books  be  sent  her  to  distribute  among  mem- 
bers of  a  mothers'  club  where  special  recognition  will  be  given 
to  the  woman  who  reads  the  majority  of  the  books  on  the  list. 
Requests  were  received  from  schools  which  had  not  been  visited 
for  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  Library  and  for  a  story. 

The  weekly  story  hours  have  been  held  as  usual  and  many 
stories  told  in  the  schools  and  in  the  playgrounds  during  the 
stmimer. 

Numerous  local  organizations  have  used  the  auditorium 
both  as  a  meeting  place  and  for  entertainments  during  the  year. 
The  organizaticms  include  the  Ladies  Society  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  Locomotive  Engineers,  Holy  Angels  Catholic  Church, 
Sons  of  Italy  Lodge,  Hungarian  Reformed  Church,  St.  Ann's 
Hungarian  Catholic  Church,  the  Del  Monte  Dramatic  Club, 
and  Hazelwood  Presbyterian  Church.  Lectures  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Hazelwood  Board  of  Trade  and  moving  pic- 
tures for  the  benefit  of  the  Baseball  Club  and  the  American 
Mechanics  of  Hazelwood  were  given  in  the  auditorium  which 
is  the  only  one  in  Hazelwood  and,  despite  the  poor  acoustics, 
very  much  in  demand. 

East  Liberty  Branch 

FSOM  THS   BKPOIT  OW  MiSS  WaYNS 

The  East  Liberty  Branch,  situated  as  it  is,  on  the  east  side 
of  Penn  Avenue,  confronts  a  problem  in  the  distribution  of 
books.  Especially  does  the  location  affect  the  circulation  in 
the  children's  department,  as  many  parents  living  on  the  west 
side  refuse  to  allow  their  children  to  cross  the  avenue  which 
is  at  all  times  a  busy  and  dangerous  thoroughfare.    For  this 
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reason  most  of  our  juvenile  borrowers  come  from  the  foreign 
and  colored  classes  which  predominate  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Library.  Statistics  for  the  year  show  only  a 
slight  increase  of  447  volumes  in  the  circulation  of  books  from 
the  children's  department. 

The  most  cordial  relations  exist  between  the  Library  and 
the  schools  of  the  district.  The  teachers  always  welcome  Li- 
brary visitors.  This  year  144  stories  were  told  in  the  schools 
and  thirty-one  classes  came  to  the  Library  for  instruction  in 
the  use  of  the  catalogue.  The  story  hours  are  the  most  popular 
phase  of  work  with  the  children.  Those  held  for  little  children 
every  Tuesday  afternoon  during  the  school  year  were  always 
well  attended.  While  the  Odyssey  cycle  and  Persian  hero 
stories  told  to  the  older  boys  and  girls  on  Friday  afternoons 
did  not  attract  such  large  numbers,  the  records  showing  an 
average  attendance  of  only  thirty,  the  interest  was  very  keen. 

Work  with  the  high  schools  has  been  carried  on  as  in  former 
years.  Books  and  periodicals  on  the  subjects  assigned  have 
been  reserved  on  special  shelves.  In  compliance  with  the  wish 
of  the  instructors,  the  students  are  being  shown  how  to  do  as 
much  as  possible  of  their  own  research  work. 

A  visit  to  the  evening  classes  of  the  Larimer  School  resulted 
in  a  number  of  new  registrations,  one  young  man  expressing 
the  greatest  surprise  and  joy  at  finding  "so  many  music  books" 
in  a  library.  Stories  have  been  told  or  talks  about  books  given 
at  various  community  meetings,  Sunday  schools,  dub  meetings, 
parents  meetings,  and  in  factories.  Since  the  first  of  September 
the  club  rooms  have  been  used  regularly  by  the  Calvin  Club,  a 
club  of  young  men,  the  colored  women's  branch  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania League  of  Women  Voters,  and  by  the  American  Boys' 
Travel  Club. 

The  picture  exhibits  of  the  different  industries  of  Pittsburgh 
lent  to  the  Branch  by  the  Central  Library  have  attracted 
much  attention  and  caused  a  decided  increase  in  the  circulation 
of  books  exhibited  with  the  pictures. 
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At  the  request  of,  and  in  co-operation  with,  the  East  Liberty 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  secretary  for  work  with  foreign-bom  men,  the 
Larimer  and  Lincoln  schools  and  the  Library  have  planned  a 
series  of  three  entertainments  for  the  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth 
grades  of  these  schools.  Many  of  the  pupils  are  either  foreign 
bom  or  of  foreign-bom  parentage  and  the  entertaihipents  are 
designed  to  be  of  a  patriotic  and  Americanizing  nature.  The 
first  one,  held  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Library,  November 
eighteenth,  was  attended  by  about  six  hundred  children  who 
thoroughly  enjoyed  the  program  which  consisted  of  patriotic 
songs,  several  stories,  and  moving  pictures  of  travel  in  America. 
A  similar  and  quite  as  successful  entertainment  was  given  for 
the  adult  foreigners  of  the  community  on  the  evening  of  Decem- 
ber twenty-third.  It  is  hoped  that  these  programs  will  help  to 
give  them  a  better  knowledge  of  American  life  and  ideals. 

South  Side  Branch 

From  ths  report  of  Miss  McCracxbii 

While  no  g^eat  events  mark  the  passage  of  the  year  1920, 
it  has  been  a  very  busy  and  interesting  period  in  the  history  of 
the  South  Side  Branch  of  the  Library.  The  staff  endeavored 
in  every  way  possible  to  meet  the  problems  of  the  day,  the 
most  vital  one  in  the  South  Side  being  that  of  welcoming  the 
foreigner.  Where  a  very  large  percentage  of  the  population 
is  made  up  of  Poles,  Lithuanians,  Germans,  Russians,  Italians, 
etc. — twenty-seven  nationalities  are  represented  among  the  bor- 
rowers— the  Library  has  an  obligation  to  fulfill.  Every  effort 
has  been  made  to  make  the  foreigner  feel  at  home.  Many  a 
hard-working  tradesman  or  mill-worker,  unable  to  read  Eng- 
lish, has  been  cheered  by  finding  a  book  or  paper  in  his  own 
language.  Books  which  will  enable  him  to  learn  English,  help 
him  to  secure  the  necessary  knowledge  concerning  methods  of 
becoming  an  American  citizen,  and  books  which  will  enable 
him  to  adapt  himself  more  readily  to  his  strange  surroundings, 
have  been  given  to  him.    These  people  have  an  inborn  love  of 
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learning  and  feel  very  grateful  for  the  interest,  synqnitfay,  and 
friendliness  of  the  staff,  the  far-reaching  results  of  whidi  can 
never  be  fully  ascertained. 

As  far  as  time  and  opportunity  permitted,  the  Brandi  main- 
tained the  closest  possible  relations  with  all  educational,  civic, 
religious,  and  social  agencies  of  the  district  During  the  year 
the  following  organizations  held  meetings  in  the  boiler  room : — 
the  Reading  Circle,  composed  of  men  and  women  who  made  a 
special  study  of  Poland;  the  South  Side  Citizens  Committee; 
the  Case  Conference  of  the  southern  district  of  the  Associated 
Charities ;  the  home  nursing  and  the  home  canning  classes  for 
Polish  women;  and  two  Girl  Scout  troops.  On  the  other 
hand,  members  of  the  staff  attended  numerous  outside  meetings 
and  frequently  took  an  active  part  in  the  various  activities  of 
the  district — all  of  which  helped  to  promote  a  spirit  of  good 
feeling  and  friendliness  toward  the  Library. 

The  Branch  has  had  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  schools, 
both  public  and  parochial,  a  most  grateful  appreciation  of  the 
Library's  efforts  being  shown  by  principals  and  teachers. 
Eleven  classes  (freshmen)  visited  the  Branch  during  the  year 
to  receive  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  catalogue,  the  use  of 
some  reference  material,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  books 
on  the  shelves,  the  aim  being  to  train  the  boys  and  girls  to  be 
self-directing  in  finding  information.  Each  class  from  the 
Humboldt  School,  a  night  school  for  foreigners,  spent  one  even- 
ing at  the  Branch  where  they  were  shown  the  resources  of 
the  Library.  Most  of  these  foreign-bom  men  and  women  have 
since  been  regular  borrowers. 

The  work  with  the  public  and  parochial  schools  is  done 
largely  by  the  children's  librarian.  During  the  year  she  made 
thirty  school  visits,  talking  with  the  children  or  telling  stories  ia 
220  rooms.  Four  schools  came  to  the  Library  for  instruction 
or  special  stories. 

In  a  district  like  the  South  Side,  the  children's  work  is  of 
such  paramount  importance  that  it  cannot  be  over-emphasized, 
for  it  is  through  the  children  that  the  parents  are  reached.    This 
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work  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  greatest  factors  in  helping  to 
solve  the  ever  serious  Americanization  problem.  During  the 
year  70,347  juvenile  books  were  circulated,  the  greatest  num- 
ber in  the  history  of  the  Branch  except  in  the  year  of  opening, 
and  stories  were  told  to  1 1,165  children.  No  figures,  however, 
can  give  an  adequate  conception  of  the  volume  or  the  results 
of  the  work  done  in  the  children's  room.  From  the  carefully 
selected  books  these  boys  and  girls  cannot  help  but  carry  home 
higher  ideals  that  raise  the  standard  of  living,  while  the  chil- 
dren's librarian  and  her  assistants,  by  close  contact  with  the 
children,  indirectly  instill  lessons  of  courtesy,  cleanliness,  thrift, 
care  of  public  property,  love  of  country,  and  so  on. 

The  adult  reading  room,  where  all  the  reference  books, 
magazines,  and  daily  papers  are  on  file,  is  in  constant  use  each 
day  from  nine  in  the  morning  until  nine  in  the  evening.  During 
the  year  2,467  reference  questions  were  looked  up  for  patrons 
using  this  room.  These  questions  varied  greatly  in  scope  and 
many  of  them  required  expert  assistance  in  providing  adequate 
service.  It  is  encouraging  to  note  an  increasing  ntmiber  of 
practical  questions  asked  by  the  working-men,  most  of  the 
questions  relating  to  technical  details  concerning  their  work. 

Although  the  Library  has  more  friends  than  any  other 
institution  in  the  South  Side  district  and  is  the  object  of  en- 
thusiastic interest  and  pride  on  the  part  of  a  great  many  citizens, 
it  still  has  a  g^eat  obligation  to  fulfill,  for  the  field  for  work  is 
vast  and  only  a  small  beginning  has  been  made.  It  is  the  hope 
of  the  staff  that  time  may  be  found  during  the  coming  year  to 
extend  the  work  into  wider  fields  and  thus  help  to  meet  this 
obligation. 

Homewood  Branch 

FtoM  THE  ■BPorr  or  Miss  Blanchabo 

This  year  the  Homewood  Branch  Library  celebrated  the 
tenth  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  Branch  for  active  work. 
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During  these  ten  years  of  Library  service  in  the  Homewood 
district  the  activities  have  been  so  varied  that  statistics  or 
annual  rq>orts  cannot  fully  show  the  extent  or  progress  of  the 
work.  Each  year  has  presented  a  special  problem.  The  Brandi 
has  endeavored  to  watch  the  ''danger  signals"  of  duplicaticm 
and,  both  by  elimination  and  addition  of  activities,  to  meet  as 
far  as  possible  the  variable  needs  of  a  community  which  is 
steadily  increasing  its  social  activities. 

In  no  other  year  in  the  history  of  the  Branch  has  there 
been  such  a  general  use  of  the  Branch  building.  Churches, 
schools,  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  women's  clubs, 
the  Board  of  Trade,  dramatic  associations,  all  have  freely  used 
the  club  rooms  and  auditorium  for  their  meetings,  entertain- 
ments, moving  pictures,  and  dramatic  performances.  This 
wider  use  of  the  building  is  to  be  encouraged.  It  brings  to  the 
Library  a  real  atmosphere  of  a  community  center,  and  many 
visitors  who  otherwise  would  be  strangers  to  their  own  library. 
An  occasional  opporttinity  to  address  these  various  meetings 
has  made  many  new  friends  for  the  Library. 

The  years  of  intensive  school  work  have  brought  the  ex- 
pected results.  Groups  of  older  boys  and  girls  of  high  school, 
college,  and  working  age  are  now  using  the  Branch  with  an 
intelligence  and  appreciation  which  can  be  obtained  only  by 
an  early  training  in  the  use  of  a  public  library. 

Because  of  the  importance  of  this  early  training  and  the 
satisfactory  results  and  because  of  our  inability  to  do  both 
group  and  individual  work,  this  year  we  have  emphasized  in 
the  children's  room  the  work  with  the  child  who  comes  to  the 
Library  for  his  school  reference  material  and  home  reading. 

The  group  or  club  work  which  had  been  such  an  important 
part  of  Branch  work  is  being  developed  by  the  churches,  schools, 
and  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  We  have  been  able 
to  co-operate  with  these  outside  organizations  and  at  the  same 
time  sustain  the  standards  of  work  with  schools  and  in  the 
children's  room. 
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The  story  hours  for  the  younger  children  and  the  older  boys 
and  girls  have  been  conducted  as  usual  in  the  Branch  on  Tues- 
day and  Friday  afternoons.  Story-telling  also  has  been  made 
a  part  of  the  programs  of  other  community  organizations. 
When  time  and  staff  permitted,  the  Library  has  assisted  in 
this  work  by  furnishing  a  story  teller  for  special  occasions. 

It  has  always  been  a  regular  part  of  Library  work  to  address 
parents  and  community  meetings  held  in  the  public  schools. 
This  year  in  addition  to  this  work  a  new  and  interesting  feature 
was  introduced.  Two  joint  meetings  were  held  in  the  Branch 
club  room  at  which  four  schools  were  represented.  Addresses 
on  hindrances  to  good  citizenship  and  the  moving  picture 
theatre  were  followed  by  chorus  singing  directed  by  one  of  the 
visitors  and  folk  dancing  taught  by  one  of  the  Homewood 
kindergartners.  These  were  the  initial  meetings  which  we 
hope  will  lead  to  many  profitable  ones  of  this  kind. 

One  of  the  most  important  achievements  of  the  year  was 
the  work  with  the  manufacturing  plants  of  Homewood.  Lists 
of  books  on  various  subjects  were  compiled  at  the  Branch. 
These  lists,  with  signs  advertising  the  Branch  Library,  were 
taken  to  the  various  plants  and  bulletined  in  the  available  space. 
Owing  to  the  interest  and  co-operation  of  the  managers,  we 
were  able  to  explain  the  privileges  of  the  Library  in  a  five 
minute  talk  to  the  employes  in  the  shops  during  the  noon  hour. 
The  results  of  these  visits  have  been  most  encouraging.  The 
men  have  become  some  of  our  most  appreciative  borrowers,  and 
to  their  use  of  the  Library  we  attribute  a  large  percentage  of 
the  increase  in  circulation.  Requests  for  similar  Library  co- 
operation have  come  from  other  firms.  This  work  alone  would 
have  made  the  past  year  a  year  of  progress,  not  only  because  of 
the  immediate  results,  but  also  because  of  future  possibilities. 
The  manufacturing  plants  of  Homewood  are  increasing  in 
number  each  year.  This  means  a  corresponding  increase  in 
many  phases  of  community  life.  The  problem  of  the  future 
is  to  keep  pace  with  this  progress  by  a  systematic  survey  and 
Library  extension. 
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Order  Department 


FiOM  THs  upoiT  OF  Mm.  Hbwxtt 


There  were  delivered  to  the  Catalogue  Department  for 
cataloguing,  30,945  volumes,  distributed  as  follows: 


City  and  Reimbursement  Fund. 

Gifts 

Schenley 

Soho  Fund 

Bernd  Fund 

Schwartz  Fund 

Stuart  Fund 

Louisa  P.  Mellor  Fund 

Charles  C.  Mellor  Fund 

Laura  Reinhart  Mellor  Fund . . . 

Annie  M.  Mellor  Fund 

Transfers  from  Duplicates 


Adult 

JuTcnile 

Adult 

Binding 

JuTenile 

Binding 

Total 

13.518 

731 

12,791 

90 

27,130 

2,260 

120 

40 

2A» 

249 

•   •    • 

•  •  •  • 

249 

•  •    •   • 

•    •   • 

573 

573 

55 

14 

•  •   •   • 

6q 

54 

•   •    • 

•  •  •  • 

54 

28 

•   •    • 

•  •  •  • 

28 

•  • 

•    •   • 

130 

130 

90 

•   •    • 

•  •   •  • 

90 

58 

•    •    • 

•  •  •  • 

58 

63 

•   •    • 

•  •  •  • 

63 

81 

•    •    • 

•  •  •  • 

81 

Total 16456        865      13.534 


90        30,945 


The  2,420  volumes  added  by  gift  include  seventy-five  vol- 
umes placed  in  the  following  branch  libraries : 

Lawrenceville 4 

West  End 2 

Wylie   Avenue 38 

Mount  Washington 8 

Hazelwood 3 

East  Liberty lo 

South   Side 6 

Homewood 4 


Total.    75 

We  discontinued  the  practice  of  keeping  a  record  of  the  in- 
stitutions, corporations,  federal  and  state  departments  making 
gifts  of  books  and  pamphlets  to  the  Library,  because  such  a 
record  seemed  to  serve  no  useful  purpose  and  because  the  time 
thus  saved  could  be  much  better  employed. 
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The  number  of  persons  who  made  gifts  to  the  Library  was 
202.  From  them  we  received  2,819  volumes,  261  pamphlets, 
1,667  single  numbers  of  periodicals,  and  five  maps. 

The  most  important  gift  of  the  year  was  made  by  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Pittsburgh  Library  Association,  who  presented 
their  entire  collection  to  us.  It  has  been  impossible  to  do  more 
than  make  a  beginning  in  getting  these  books  ready  for  use, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  during  the  coining  year  the  greater  part  of 
this  gift  may  be  made  available  to  our  patrons. 

Among  other  gifts  deserving  special  mention  are  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Mrs.  a.  B.  Bellows.  One  hundred  three  volumes  of  mis- 
cellaneous books. 

Mr.  David  S.  Bissell.  Seventy-four  volumes  of  miscel- 
laneous books. 

Miss  W.  L  Bullock.  One  hundred  thirty-seven  volumes 
of  miscellaneous  books. 

Mrs.  Emmerling.  One  hundred  twenty-four  volumes  of 
fiction. 

Mr.  Gisli  Gudmundsson.  Two  hundred  four  volumes, 
mostly  geological  surveys  of  the  various  states. 

Mrs.  Samuel  Irvine.  Two  hundred  eighty-three  volumes 
of  bound  periodicals  and  miscellaneous  books. 

Mrs.  Morris  Kaufmann.  One  himdred  seventy-eight 
volumes  of  miscellaneous  books. 

Mr.  a.  S.  Keith.    Seventy  volumes  of  bound  periodicals. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Kunkel.  Sixty-six  volumes,  mostly  miscel- 
laneous German  books. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Palmer.  Seventy-four  volumes  of  miscel- 
laneous books. 

Mrs.  S.  R.  Patterson.  Sixty-seven  voliunes  of  miscel- 
laneous books. 
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Galalogae  DepartmcDt 


A  summary  of  the  work  of  this  department  is  shown  in  the 
following  statistical  tables  and  reports : 


Centrml  Library 


Adult  reference 3*097 

Adult  circulating. *5>S^ 

Juvenile  reference 54 

Juvenile  circulating t4i039 


WitMn 
15 


Total  13,082 

Branches 

Adult  reference 
Adult  circulating 
Juvenile  reference 
Juvenile  circulating 

Total    38,500 


3r235 


4,173 


15,418 


9,573 


13.745 


3,082 
4,970 

54 

804 

8^10 


5,845 


14,755 


*  Indtadct  books  ia  Mind  coUccdon. 

t  Includes  books  in  school  and  borne  library  collections. 

NuiberorVoloflMs  Cataloged 
192t 

Prerionslj          During  Total 
reported           the  year 

Central   Library 412,566          12,764  435,330 

Lawrenceville    Branch 50,571            1,839  53,410 

West  End  Branch 38457              935  39,383 

Wylic  Avenue  Branch 78,967            3,146  83,113 

Mount  Washington  Branch...     38,099              995  39,094 

Hazclwood  Branch 35,321            1,372  36,593 

East  Liberty  Branch 57,8o3            3,512  60,314 

South  Side  Branch 39,131            2,675  31,806 

Homewood  Branch 3i,9io            1.743  33,653 

Schenley  High  School 2,584              418  3,002 

Total 755.308          28,389  ♦783,697 

*  The  excess  of  this  total  orer  that  of  the  Tolumes  on  the  shelves  at  the  dose  of 
the  year  represents  the  number  of  volumes  worn  out,  destroyed,  or  withdrawn,  and 
duplicates  transferred  and  recatalogued,  from  the  oi>ening  of  the  Library  in  1895  to 
the  close  of  the  period  covered  by  this  report. 

54 


Books  ill  Fof«i|ii  Lttigo^ttfM 

Previously 

recorded               Added  i9ao  Total 

Arabic 13  ...  13 

Bohemian i  179  180 

Chinese 57  ...  57 

Croatian 27  3  30 

Danish 43  3  46 

Dutch 62  ...  62 

Esperanto 56  ...  56 

French 9^32  177  9,409 

German 16,914  55  16,969 

Greek  (Ancient) 210  2  212 

Greek  (Modern) 102  102 

Hebrew 235  2  237 

Hungarian 981  7  988 

Italian.  2,823  27  2,850 

Japanese 7  27  34 

Latin 702  2  704 

Lithuanian 839  . . .  839 

Polish 3,269  18  3,287 

Portuguese 19  ...  19 

Russian 948  11  959 

Sanskrit 6  i  7 

Servian 4  3  7 

Slovak 14  14 

Slovenian 8  ...  8 

Spanish 487  j8  525 

Swedish 39^  4  396 

Yiddish 3,287  S7i  3,858 


Total 40,622                 1,246  41,868 

Catalogue  Cards  Handled  by  the  Catalogue  Department 

Typed  in  the  Catalogue  Department 4,260 

Received  from  the  Printing  Department 53,946 

Purchased  from  Library  of  Congress 4,931 

Library  of  Congress  depository  cards 22,748 

Total 85,885 
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Statistics  of  cards  prq>ared  for  the  shelf  list  have  not  been 
kept  One  must  be  t}-ped  for  each  new  title  and  another  must 
be  made  for  each  Branch  which  receives  a  copy  of  the  book. 
Those  made  for  the  Central  Library  alone  during  1920  would 
add  3.427  to  the  year's  record  of  cards  typed  in  the  department 

From  the  preceding  tables  it  will  be  seen  that  28^389  vol- 
umes were  catalogued  during  the  year.  Of  these  volumes, 
3.427  were  new  titles,  the  remainder  were  duplicate  copies^ 
continuations,  replacements,  and  new  editions  of  titles  already 
in  the  Library-.  Twenty-eight  hundred  two  pamphlets  were 
added  also. 

Xew  titles  classified  in  1920  numbered  3,618,  of  which  761 
were  for  the  Technology  Department.  Annotations  for  tech- 
nical books  were  prepared  by  that  department  The  Catalogue 
Department  prepared  1.091  for  books  in  the  general  coUection. 

Realizing  the  ver}*  gjeat  need  for  trained  assistants  in  all 
branches  of  librar}'  work  and  especially  in  its  owti,  the  depart- 
ment has  made  an  earnest  effort  to  co-operate  with  the  Library 
School  and  to  furnish  its  students  with  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive practice  work.  In  the  spring,  students  of  the  class  of 
lOio-JO  were  given  praaice  in  numerical  and  alphabetical  fil- 
ing, in  inventor}-  and  in  the  recording  of  added  copies,  together 
with  a  little  independent  cataloguing  and  classification.  Sepa- 
rate statistics  of  classification  were  not  kept,  but  sixty-two  new 
titles  were  catalogued  and  174  copies  added — a  total  of  236 
volumes.  In  November  and  December  various  students  from 
the  class  of  1920-21  spent  from  twelve  to  sixteen  hours  each 
in  the  department.  Less  filing  was  assigned  and  more  classi- 
fication and  cataloguing.  As  a  result  the  department  credits 
them  with  sixtv  new  titles  classified,  seventv-five  new  titles 
catalogued,  and  285  volumes  added,  the  last  two  items  totalling 
360  volumes. 
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In  those  things  which  may  be  represented  in  figures,  the 
work  of  the  department  has  been  handicapped  by  changes  in 
staff,  by  vacancies  unfilled,  and  by  necessary  readjustments. 

Much  time  was  spent  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  in  re- 
vising the  "books  in  process"  file,  or  record  of  books  which 
had  left  the  Order  Department  and  had  not  yet  been  reported 
as  having  left  the  Catalogue  Department.  In  almost  all  cases 
these  books  were  found  to  have  been  properly  catalogued  and 
sent  on. 

The  file  of  the  Library  of  Congress  cards  was  shifted  to  a 
more  convenient  arrangement.  Another  task  of  importance 
was  the  shifting  and  expanding  of  the  circulating  catalogue  in 
the  Lending  Division  and  the  preparation  of  new  labels  for  its 
trays. 

Lastly  may  be  mentioned  time  spent  in  taking  inventory. 
Recognizing  the  advantages  accruing  to  all  departments  and 
also  recognizing  the  fact  that  current  cataloguing  could  not  be 
dropped,  qualified  members  of  the  Library  staff  worked  extra 
time  under  the  directicwi  of  the  Catalogue  Department  for  some 
weeks,  and  during  the  last  two  weeks  of  the  year  were  "lent" 
to  the  department  on  regular  time.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
shelves  represented  by  thirty-seven  trays  of  the  general  refer- 
ence shelf  list  had  been  read  and  missing  books  noted.  Nine 
more  trays  were  in  process,  leaving  but  six  untouched.  Eleven 
trays  of  the  circulating  shelf  list  had  also  been  read.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  inventory  may  be  completed  in  1921. 

During  1920  the  printing  of  the  "Classified  Catalogue" 
proceeded  but  slowly.  The  500's  and  6oo's  were  printed,  thus 
completing  the  first  volume  of  the  series  for  1912-16.  Much 
of  the  work  on  the  700's  was  completed  and  placed  in  the  Edi- 
tor's hands.  Work  on  the  author  and  subject  index  has  kept 
pace  with  the  printing. 

The  first  volume  of  the  "Catalogue  of  Books  in  the  Chil- 
dren's Department"  appeared  in  November  and  the  second 
was  completed  except  for  the  press  work. 
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Publicatioiis 

PiOM  TBX  tsporr  or  Miat  Cakpsstui 


The  publication  work  during  the  past  year  has  been  char- 
acterized by  an  effort  to  bring  up  to  date  the  book  catalogues 
issued  by  the  Library,  without  curtailing  the  regular  publica- 
tions or  interfering  seriously  with  issuing  desirable  special 
publications.  It  was  necessary,  however,  to  limit  very  strictly 
the  number  of  new  publications,  so  that  many  things  had  either 
to  be  postponed  or  else  dropped  altogether. 

Notable  among  the  special  publications  of  the  year  were 
the  long  contemplated  handbook,  ^'Carnegie  Institute  and 
Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh,"  which  was  published  in  a 
handsome  illustrated  edition,  and  the  smaller  publication,  "The 
Function  of  the  Public  Library  in  a  Democracy,"  a  discussion 
of  the  opportunities  and  obligations  laid  upon  the  modem  public 
library.  For  both  of  these,  second  editions  were  necessary 
within  a  few  months  of  the  time  they  first  appeared.  Another 
special  publication  of  particular  interest  was  the  booklet 
"Twenty-five  Years,"  prepared  in  connection  with  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  opening  of  the  Li- 
brary, which  gives  a  brief  accotmt  of  the  development  of  the 
resources  and  work  of  the  Library  during  the  twenty- five  years 
of  its  existence. 

The  number  of  pages  published  during  1920  was  2,804, 
which  is  an  increase  of  713  over  that  of  the  preceding  year. 
The  327  pages  of  the  second  volume  of  the  "Catalogue  of  Books 
in  the  Children's  Department"  brings  the  number  of  pages 
which  were  edited  and  on  which  proof  was  read,  to  3,131. 

Annotations  to  the  number  of  1,506  were  edited  for  publi- 
cation on  catalogue  cards  and  in  the  "Monthly  Bulletin." 

A  complete  list  of  the  publications  of  the  year  appears  in 
the  report  of  the  Department  of  Printing  and  Binding  immedi- 
ately following  this  report. 
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Printing  and  Binding  Department 

FioM  TBI  Mworr  or  Mt.  Scott 

Tabic  I  of  the  statistics  shows  the  work  of  the  Printing 
Division  during  the  year. 

This  table  shows  a  decrease  in  forms  printed.  This  de- 
crease is  found  in  catalogue  cards,  miscellaneous  Library  forms 
and  Library  School  forms  and  blanks,  but  this  is  more  than 
made  up  by  the  increase  in  publications.  We  issued  two  more 
publications  than  during  19 19,  and  made  a  gain  of  more  than 
15,000  copies. 

The  first  volume  of  the  "Classified  Catalogue,"  containing 
the  ooo's  to  the  6oo's  inclusive,  is  now  ready  for  binding. 

Table  2,  giving  the  work  of  the  Binding  Division,  shows 
an  increase  of  6,301  in  the  grand  total,  which  is  very  gratifying. 

This  gain  was  made  in  rebinding,  reinforcing,  and  miscel- 
laneous work.  The  only  work  in  which  we  did  not  make  a 
gain  is  in  botmd  volumes,  but  this  work  has  been  kept  up  to  date. 

We  were  somewhat  handicapped  during  most  of  the  year  by 
scarcity  of  assistants,  but  conditions  are  improving  rapidly  and 
we  expect  to  make  better  headway  in  1921. 

Photostat 

During  the  year  we  filled  299  orders  totaling  1,972  prints 
for  the  Technology  Department  and  sixty-two  orders  totaling 
no  prints  for  the  Reference  Department.  We  have  had  many 
favorable  comments  regarding  this  work,  and  more  publicity 
through  the  Branches  and  other  agencies  would  easily  double 
our  output. 

We  have  also  replaced  missing  pages  for  our  books  which 
were  out  of  print. 

Shipping  Division 

Messenger  Service,  Delinquent  end  Contagious  Book  Collection 

Since  installing  our  new  truck  a  year  ago,  we  have  been 
able  to  carry  on  our  regular  schedule  and  take  care  of  all  the 
school  deliveries. 

The  collection  of  delinquent  and  contagfious  books  has  been 
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carried  on  about  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  This  work  is 
gfrowing  each  year  and  no  doubt  we  will  have  to  look  forward 
to  the  time  when  additional  help  will  be  needed  to  carry  it. 


TABLE  1 

Printing  Division  Statistics 

Formt 

Catalogue  cards  (SAS^  entries) 53>946 

Miscellaneous  forms,  blanks,  etc 1,367,660 

Carnegie  Library  School  forms,  blanks,  etc 86,025 

Total 1,507.631 

Publieations  P«fc 

Copict  imprestaofu 

Monthly  Bulletin,    vol.25.    8"*.    540  pp 25,300  1,364,400 

Index  to  Authors,    vol.24.    8''.    109  pp 650  70,850 

Title-Page  and  Contents  to  vol.24.    8*".    6  pp 650  3,900 

Weekly  List  of  Additions.    8"^ 4,012  11,196 

Twenty-fourth  Annual  Reports.    Illus.    8**.    105  pp . .      450  47,250 

Report  of  the  Director  (proof  copy).    8*.    77  pp 50  3,850 

Carnegie    Library    School.      Catalogue.      20th    year. 

Illus.    8**.    62  pp 3,000  186,000 

School  Bulletin.    8**.    15  nos 4,300  4,300 

Technical  Book  Review  Index.    8^.    6  nos.    578  pp 2,400  231,200 

List  of  Publishers  Referred  to  in  the  Technical  Book 

Review  Index.    8**.    25  pp 100  2,500 

What  Book?    12'.    13  nos.    4  pp 19,500  78,000 

Carnegie  Institute  and  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 

Illus.    4'.    64  pp 2,000  128,000 

Catalogue  of  Books  in  the  Children's  Department  of 

the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh.   Ed.2.   vol.i. 

8**.    465  PP 5,000  2,325,000 

Christmas  Books  for  Children.    12''.    4  pp 1,500  6,000 

Foreign-born  Americans.    8".    36  pp 2,500  90,000 

Function  of  the  Public  Library  in  a  Democracy.    8*. 

20  pp 3,500  70,000 

The  Pilgrims.    8**.    13  pp 2,000  26,000 

Stories  Suitable  for  Dramatization  by  Children.     12**. 

4  pp 2,000  8,000 

Twenty-five  Years.    24**.     12  pp 10,000  120,000 

Classified  Catalogue.    4th  series.    8**.    p.570-1106 700  375,200 

Classified  Catalogue.    4th  series,     pt.3.    8**.     536  pp. 

(Pamphlet    edition.) 700  375,200 

Total 90,312  5,526,846 
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TABLE  2 

Binding  Division  Staristics 

Bound     Rebound  Reinforced  Misc.  Total 

Central  Library 

Central  Library  proper 2,775       1,920      i,353     19,691  25,739 

Childrens    Department 67       2,286         500      1488  4,341 

Office 155         6,58s  6,740 

Schools    Department 30       2,081         562           36  2,709 

Home  Libraries 51         ...          ...  51 

Library  School 52             3         •••       i,5i9  i,574 

Bernd  Fund 84            4  8B 

Blind  Division 113                        1 13 

Total 3,276       6,341      2415    29,323  41,355 

Branch  Libraries 

Lawrenceville,  adult 109          496         135           18  758 

Lawrenceville,  juvenile 14       1439         335             6  1,794 

West  End,  adult 88          191           62           33  374 

West  End,  juvenile 7          375         153             7  542 

Wylie  Avenue,  adult 185          618         319           47  1,169 

Wylie  Avenue,  juvenile 22       1,870         405             4  2,301 

Mount  Washington,  adult.. .        81          570           69           12  732 

Mount  Washington,  juvenile         9          914         197             i  1,121 

Hazelwood,  adult no         437         loi           24  672 

Hazelwood,  juvenile 17          9^4         231             3  1,235 

East  Liberty,  adult 183          596         236           12  1,027 

East  Liberty,  juvenile 46          95i         322           . .  1,319 

South  Side,  adult 232       1,006         265           25  1,528 

South  Side,  juvenile 23       1,327         386           . .  1,736 

Homewood,  adult 193          789         181           36  I,I99 

Homewood,  juvenile 22       1,284         278  1,584 

Schenley  High  School 13            77            9  99 

Total 1,354      13,924      3,684         228  19,190 

Grand  Total 4,630     20,265      6,099    29,551  60,545 

Committee  on  Adult  Book  Selection 

Fkom  the  kbpokt  or  Miss  Stbwakt,  Chairman 

The  Committee  on  Adult  Book  Selection  has  met  every 
Wednesday  morning  throughout  the  year,  except  in  August. 

The  new  books  arc  selected  chiefly  from  the  current  trade  litera- 
ture, from  book  reviews  in  American  and  English  periodicals, 
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and  by  examination  on  the  part  of  the  committee  of  books  sent 
on  approval  each  week  by  local  booksellers.  Of  the  books  ex- 
amined during  the  year,  778  were  bought  for  the  Library.  All 
novels  added  to  the  Library  are  first  read  by  some  member  of 
the  staff.    Of  the  317  read  this  year,  265  were  retained. 

Various  subjects,  particularly  those  for  which  special  funds 
have  been  given  to  the  Library,  are  assigned  to  different  mem- 
bers of  the  staff,  who  make  recommendations  for  the  purchase 
of  books  in  these  fields.  The  pressure  of  current  work  has 
somewhat  lessened  progress  in  obtaining  additions  from  among 
the  older  books,  but  the  most  desirable  current  publications  in 
these  fields  have  been  obtained. 

The  Library  encourages  suggestions  from  readers  in  regard 
to  books  which  they  would  like  to  have  in  the  collection.  Every 
suggestion  so  made  is  considered  by  the  committee  and  the 
greater  number  of  books  requested  are  purchased.  The  com- 
mittee wishes  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  services  of  a  few  of 
our  readers,  who,  having  the  special  students'  knowledge  of 
the  literature  of  their  subjects,  have,  at  the  request  of  the  com- 
mittee, handed  in  from  time  to  time  lists  of  desirable  books,  new 
and  old,  in  their  special  lines  of  study. 

Committee  on  Juvenile  Book  Selection 

Fbom  thb  kbpobt  op  Miss  Enoicott,  Chaxmman 

This  committee  has  been  chiefly  concerned  with  the  selection 
of  new  titles  for  the  children's  book  collection,  both  circulating 
and  reference,  for  the  Central  and  Branch  libraries.  The  pub- 
lishers' output  of  juvenile  books  has  been  great  in  quantity  and 
high  in  price  this  year,  but  the  quality  has  not  been  of  the  de- 
sired standard.  Many  books  have  been  rejected  because  they 
were  lacking  in  literary  merit  and  vitality,  many  because  the 
subject  presented  had  already  been  covered  by  better  books.  Of 
the  many  new  books  examined  only  eighty-nine  titles  were  ac- 
cepted for  our  collection.    The  prices  of  children's  books  have 
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been  advancing  with  all  other  prices  and  when  three,  four,  five 
dollars,  or  more,  is  the  price  asked  for  a  desirable  book,  our 
funds  do  not  permit  duplication  to  any  extent,  perhaps  not 
even  the  purchase  of  one  copy.  In  such  instances  the  Louisa  P. 
Mellor  gift  fund  has  enabled  us  to  buy  a  few  copies  of  very  fine 
books  which  we  would  otherwise  have  had  to  do  without. 

A  special  fund  was  set  aside  this  year  for  the  purchase  of 
much  needed  books  of  reference  for  children's  use.  A  list  of 
the  most  desirable  titles  was  made  and  321  books  were  pur- 
chased for  the  various  children's  rooms,  at  an  approximate  cost 
of  960  dollars.  The  selection  was  carefully  made  in  order  to 
provide  each  children's  room  with  the  most  necessary  general 
reference  books  and  some  special  books  on  such  subjects  as  the 
history  and  government  of  the  United  States,  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  city  of  Pittsburgh ;  civics,  national  and  com- 
munity ;  local  and  world  geography ;  natural  history ;  and  Eng- 
lish literature.  These  additions  have  rounded  out  to  some  ex- 
tent the  various  collections  but  none  are  yet  as  comprehensive 
as  is  desirable. 

So  many  new  books  of  rather  doubtful  literary  merit  are 
being  published  in  attractive  form  that  the  older  standard  books 
do  not  attract  the  children  as  they  should.  Realizing  that  the 
better  books  should  be  issued  in  more  attractive  form,  a  member 
of  the  committee  prepared  a  short  article  stating  this  need  and 
naming  some  important  titles  of  which  new  editions  are  desira- 
ble. This  article  was  sent  to  the  "Publishers'  Weekly"  and 
was  printed  in  the  issue  of  February  21,  1920.  We  hope  that 
this  suggestion  will  be  acted  upon  by  some  of  the  publishers  of 
children's  books.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  one  well  known 
publishing  house  wrote  to  us  for  suggestions  as  to  a  suitable 
title  to  be  added  in  192 1  to  a  particularly  fine  and  well  illus-* 
trated  series  of  children's  books  published  by  them. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  total  number  of  reference  books 
in  the  entire  juvenile  collection  is  2,195 ;  of  books  for  circulation 

78,785. 
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CSommittee  on  Book  Procurement  and  Publicadoc 

FiOM  THE  SKPorr  or  Mias  Bakkm,  Chaismait 

The  first  meeting  of  the  year  was  devoted  to  a  discussic 
of  the  advisability  of  issuing  certain  of  our  publications  ov< 
the  imprint  of  another  library,  an  inquiry  in  regard  to  th 
having  been  received  from  Youngstown,  Ohio.  The  final  d 
cision  was  adverse. 

At  the  July  meeting  the  subject  was  a  simplification  of  tl 
method  of  handling  certain  gifts.  As  a  result,  recommendatic 
was  made  and  was  subsequently  approved  by  the  Advisoi 
Council,  that  the  gift  list  of  federal,  state,  municipal,  and  societ 
publications  currently  received,  be  abandoned,  all  essential  st: 
tistics  to  be  supplied  from  other  records. 

At  various  sessions  the  desirability  of  a  list  of  the  profe 
sional,  business,  and  private  libraries  in  the  city  was  mentionc 
and  a  slight  beginning  made  in  compiling  one.  Other  topi< 
were  the  "Catalogue  of  Books  in  the  Children's  Department 
the  "Classified  Catalogue,"  and  many  requests  for  these  ar 
other  publications  of  the  Library. 


Committee  on  Circulation 

Fkom  the  kkport  or  Miss  Buixock,  Chaiiman 

The  Circulation  Committee  has  been  confronted  with  tl 
hard  task  of  seeing  opportunities  for  service  which  could  not  I 
undertaken. 

Library  stations  have  been  requested  and  opened  in  the  fc 
lowing  places  during  the  year :  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  an 
the  Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology.  Other  requests  wei 
received  which  it  was  not  feasible  to  grant  at  the  time.  La 
in  the  year,  arrangements  were  made  to  open  three  statioi 
early  in  1921. 

For  new  stations  the  committee  recommended  that  the  coi 
tract  between  the  firms  and  the  Library  be  made  for  one  yea 
subject  to  renewal.  If  the  books  are  not  used  and  the  co-opcr 
tion  from  the  agency  requesting  Library  service  is  not  sati 
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f actory»  the  station  may  be  closed  and  the  books  used  elsewhere. 
The  Library  suggests  that  the  firm  buy  occasionally  some  of 
the  newer  books  of  fiction,  as  we  cannot  undertake  to  purchase 
them  in  sufficient  quantities  for  use  in  the  deposit  stations. 
Two  of  the  stations  to  be  opened  in  1921  will  be  call  stations. 
No  collection  of  books  will  be  installed,  but  requests  for  certain 
books  or  books  on  a  special  subject  will  be  sent  to  the  Library. 
These  requests  will  be  filled  and  sent  the  next  day.  This  form 
of  extension  work  is  more  practicable  at  the  present  time,  for 
the  books  are  not  taken  out  of  the  general  collection  for  use  at 
one  place  for  any  length  of  time. 

The  greatly  increased  cost  of  books  makes  it  imperative  that 
as  much  service  as  possible  be  got  from  each  book.  The  poorer 
quality  of  paper  used  and  inferior  workmanship  in  binding  are 
especially  unfortunate  for  library  use.  Even  though  the  books 
are  not  ready  for  circulation  quite  so  soon,  the  committee  feel 
it  is  important  to  have  the  fiction  re-inforced  in  our  own  bindery 
before  the  books  are  put  on  the  shelves. 

C!ommittee  on  Reference  Work 

Fbom  thk  kkpoit  or  Miss  Stkwart,  Chaikmak 

The  Committee  on  Reference  Work  has  held  its  regular 
monthly  meetings,  devoted  to  the  improvement  of  reference 
work  throughout  the  Library.  The  discussions  have  been 
chiefly  on  methods  of  saving  time  and  avoiding  duplication  of 
work,  rather  than  on  the  planning  of  additional  work.  It  is  the 
hope  of  the  committee  that  the  detailed  indexing  of  all  Pitts- 
burgh material,  as  outlined  some  time  since,  may  be  undertaken 
within  the  coming  year. 

CSommittee  on  Co-operation  with  Schools 

Fbom  the  BiroiT  or  Miss  Kblly,  Chaikman 

During  1920,  the  Committee  on  Co-operation  with  Schools 
worked  on  problems  which  directly  affected  the  relations  of 
the  schools  and  the  Library.    The  study  of  how  the  Library  can 
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do  more  effective  work  with  school  children  is  one  which  pr 
sents  ever  new  possibilities.  Further  plans  for  the  Librai 
Week  in  schools,  which  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  has  a] 
pointed  March  7*1 1,  1921,  have  been  made  and  the  origin; 
idea  extended  to  cover  parochial  and  private  schools.  An  ou 
line  for  instruction  from  grade  four  through  the  high  scho< 
was  finished  by  the  committee  in  the  spring  and  is  ready  f( 
distribution  to  the  branch  librarians  and  children's  librarian 
This  material  is  intended  to  be  suggestive  only,  and  aft< 
being  tried  out  may  be  printed  for  more  extensive  use. 

A  specific  way  of  furthering  co-operation  with  teachers  i 
order  to  improve  service  to  the  schools  in  the  city  has  been  d( 
vised  in  the  form  of  special  class  assignment  cards,  which  ai 
designed  to  notify  the  Libraries  in  advance  of  any  topics  whic 
are  to  be  looked  up  and  kept  on  reserve  for  the  use  of  student 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  S.  S.  Baker,  Associate  Superintendci 
of  Schools,  a  list  of  supplementary  reading  in  American  hi 
tory,  for  inclusion  in  the  "Teachers'  Manual  for  Elemental 
Schools,"  was  compiled  and  sent  in  to  the  Board  of  Educatic 
during  the  spring. 


Committee  on  Community  Work 

FlOM    THB  KBPOBT  OF   MiSS  FiSHSK,   ChAIKMAN 

The  committee  has  continued  to  work  along  the  same  lin< 
as  given  in  last  year's  report. 

The  outline  prepared  at  the  request  of  the  Director,  def  inin 
the  present  and  future  policies  of  the  Library  in  its  relation  1 
the  community  was  further  discussed  and  revised.  This  ou 
line  was  used  in  assigning  the  topics  for  discussion  at  the  Con 
munity  Work  Round  Table  at  the  state  meeting  at  Harrisbur 
in  October. 

The  survey  at  the  South  Side  Branch,  to  determine  the  ii 
fluence  of  books  in  foreign  languages  upon  the  learning  of  Eng 
lish  by  the  New  American  was  completed  in  July,  but  on  accour 
of  pressure  of  work  the  results  have  not  been  put  into  shape. 
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The  coimnittee  has  worked  on  a  list  of  books  by  classes  suit- 
able for  New  Americans.  This  list  will  be  ready  in  the  near 
future. 

The  members  of  the  committee  have  attended  lectures  and 
meetings  of  agencies  doing  work  to  which  the  Library  has 
something  to  contribute,  and  have  tried  to  disseminate  through- 
out the  Library  the  information  obtained.  A  special  effort  has 
been  made  to  find  our  place  in  the  Americanization  campaign 
launched  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

In  the  fall  Miss  Frances  Kelly  resigned  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  because  of  her  new  duties.  There  were  also  some 
other  changes  in  the  membership,  but  the  aim  of  the  present 
committee  will  be  to  continue  work  on  the  foundation  laid  by 
the  former  committee. 
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TABLE  3 
NUMBER  OF  VOLUMES  CATALOGUED 


Central  Library 

Lawrenceville  Branch 

West  End  Branch 

Wylie  Avenue  Branch 

Mount  Washington  Branch. 

Hazelwood  Branch 

East  Liberty  Branch , 

South  Side  Branch , 

Hotnewood  Branch 

Schenley  High  School 


Total. 


Preriontly 
Reported 

During 
tlieYeAr 

Toul 

♦412.566 

♦12,764 

♦425,330 

50,571 

1,839 

52,410 

28,457 

925 

29,382 

78,967 

3,146 

82,113 

28,099 

995 

29,094 

35,221 

1.372 

36,593 

57,802 

2,512 

60,314 

29,131 

2,675 

31,806 

31,910 

1,743 

33,653 

2,584 

418 

3,002 

755,308 

28,389 

t783,697 

'Includes  books  in  schools  and  home  library  collections. 

fThe  excess  of  this  total  over  that  of  the  yolumes  on  the  shelves  at  the  doae  of  the 
year  represents  the  number  of  volumes  worn  out,  destroyed,  or  withdrawn,  and  dupli- 
cates transferred  and  recatalogued,  from  the  opening  of  the  Library  in  1895  to  the  doae 
of  the  period  covered  by  this  report. 
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TABLE  6 
TOTAL  ADULT  AND  JUVENILE  CIRCULATION 


Central  Library 

Schools 

Stations 

Lawrenceville  Branch 

West  End  Branch 

Wylic  Avenue  Branch 

Mount  Washington  Branch. 

Hazelwood  Branch 

East  Liberty  Branch 

South  Side  Branch 

Home  wood  Branch 

Total 


Adult 


182,078 
33,604 
30,598 
43,526 
27,450 
68,510 
33,410 
32,589 
78,856 
50,205 
66,944 


Juvenile 


57,910 
181,459 
19,001 
60,043 
31,590 
127,694 
35,525 
46,826 
68,129 
70,347 
72,136 


Toul 


239,988 
215,063 

49,599 
103,569 

59,040 
196,204 

68,935 

79,415 
146,985 
120,552 
139,080 


647,770 


770,660 


1,418,430 


TABLE  7 
CENTRAL  LIBRARY— USE  OF  LIBRARY  BY  MONTHS 


1920 


Home  Use 


Adult 


Jurenile 


Total 


Reference  Use 


Reference 
Room 


Tech. 
Room 


January.  . . 
February.  , 
March.   . . . 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August.  . . . 
September. 
October.  .. 
November. 
December. 

Total.  .. 


16,458 
15,588 
17.976 
16,385 
14,899 
12,943 
13,223 
11,793 
13,014 
16,773 
16,987 
16,039 


4,552 
4,872 
6,067 
5.763 
4,358 
4,633 
4,398 
3,869 
3,560 
4,972 
5.588 
5,278 


21.010 
20,460 
24,043 
22,148 
19,257 
17.576 
17.621 
15,662 
16,574 
21,745 
22,575 
21,317 


8,431 
5.781 
8,403 
8,430 
10,018 
4,866 
5,325 
4,479 
4,532 
7,967 
8,532 
7.811 


♦84,575 
120,435 


182,078 


57,910 


239,988 


205,010 


3,886 
3,719 
4,627 
4,221 
4,025 
4,028 
2,999 
2,544 
2,984 
4,354 
4,111 
3,391 


*44,889 
104,185 


149,074 


*Thete  numbers  represent  the  number  of  books  brought  from  the  stacks  only.  Of 
the  volumes  used  from  the  open  shelves  in  the  Reference  and  Technology  Rooms,  no 
accurate  account  can  be  kept,  but  120.435  an<i  104.185  are  conservative  estimates 
based  on  the  use  of  these  books  during  days  of  average  attendance. 
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TABLE  8 
CENTRAL  LIBRARY  —USE  OF  LIBRARY  BY  CLASSES 


f^m^ 

Home  Grcalation 

\«I«MI 

Adult 

Jut. 

Total 

Adult 

Jut. 

Total 

♦Ref. 

General  Works.  . 

Philosophy 

Religion 

Sociology 

Fairy  Tales 

Philology 

Natural  Science.. 

Useful  Arts 

Fine  Arts 

Literature 

History 

Travel 

Biography 

Fiction 

3,630 

5,231 

2,850 

11,037 

•  •  •  • 

1,354 
7,245 

13,485 
9,832 

17,900 
7,234 
5,727 
6,938 

89.615 

671 

67 

790 

3,574 

6,067 

7 

1,092 

1,248 

1,957 

2,884 

2,302 

1,458 

1,432 

34,361 

4,301 

5,298 

3,640 

14,611 

6,067 

1,361 

8,337 

14,733 

11,789 

20,784 

9,536 

7,185 

8,370 

123,976 

2.0 
2.9 
1.6 
6.1 

•  •  • 

.7 
4.0 
7.4 
5.4 
9.8 
4.0 
3.1 
3.8 
49.2 

1.1 

.1 

1.4 

6.2 

10.5 

•  •  • 

1.9 
2.1 
3.4 
5.0 
4.0 
2.5 
2.5 
59.3 

1.8 

2.2 
1.5 
6.1 
2.5 
.6 
3.5 
6.1 
4.9 
8.7 
4.0 
3.0 
3.5 
51.6 

11 

II 

•Si    «* 

tn  E 

tl29.464 
224.620 

Total 

182.078 

57,910 

239,988 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

354.084 

*In  this  column  are  included  the  sutistics  of  the  General  Reference  and  Tech- 
nology Rooms.  The  figures  of  the  classes  Natural  Sdence  and  Useful  Arts  represent 
the  use  of  the  Technology  Room. 

tThis  is  the  number  of  books  brought  from  the  stada  only.  No  accurate  account 
can  be  kept  of  the  volumes  used  from  the  open  shelves  in  the  Reference  and  Tech- 
nology Rooms,  but  224,620  is  a  conservative  estimate  based  on  the  use  made  of  these 
books  during  days  of  average  attendance. 
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TABLE  18 

STATISTICS  SUMMARIZED 

ACCOBDIKO  TO   mi   BBCOM MUIOATIOII    OF  THE   AmKRICAN    LiBKASV    AsSOCIATIOIf 

The  American  Library  Association,  through  one  of  its  committed 
has  recommended  that  librarians  print  in  their  annual  reports  thi 
"form  of  library  statistics,"  which  was  prepared  by  the  Association  ii 
order  to  facilitate  the  comparison  of  library  statistics  in  this  cowitr] 

Annual  report  for  year  ended  December  31, 1920. 

Name  of  library:    Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh. 

City  or  town:    Pittsburgh.  State:    Pennsylvania. 

Name  of  director:    John  H.  Leete. 

Date  of  founding:    November  5,  1895. 

Population  served  (latest  estimate) 600,00 

Assessed  valuation  of  city $1,165,226,070.0 

Terms  of  use: 
Free  for  lending  to  all  citizens  of  Pittsburgh. 
Free  for  reference  to  all. 
Subscription  for  out  of  town  borrowers. 

Total  number  of  agencies 12 

Consisting  of: 

Central  Library 

Branches I 

(All  occupy  sepftrate  btiildinft.) 

Stations 2] 

Schools 9J 

Number  of  days  open  during  year  (Central  Library) J62 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  (Central  Library) Ti 

Hours  open  each  week  for  reading  (Central  Library) 82 

82 


INCREASE 

Adnlt 

Number  of  Toliimes  at  beginning  of  year. .  349,896 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  by 
purchase,  gift,  exchange,  or  by  binding 
material  not  otherwise  counted 15,131 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn  dur- 
ing year.  3,500 

Total  number  at  end  of  year 361,529 

Of  this  number,  there  are  in  Reference 
Department   141,354 

Number  of  pamphlets  added  during  year 


Jnvenflc         Total 

114,415   464,313 


13,370   28,501 

10,246       13,746 
117,539      479,068 

2,195      143,549 
2302 


•  •  •  • 


USE 

Adult 

Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  lent  for  home 
use 420,179 

Total  number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use  647,770 

Number  of  pictures,  photographs,  and  prints 
lent  for  home  use 

REGISTRATION 

Adnlt 
Number  of  borrowers  registered  during  year    14,518 

Total  number  of  registered  borrowers 

Registration  period,  years 

Number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  cur- 
rently received: 

Periodicals 

Newspapers 

Number  of  publications  issued  during  year       .... 

(This  does  not  inclnde  lo  nnmberi  of  the 
Monthly  Bulletin  and  6  numbers  of  the  Tech- 
nical Book  Review  Index.) 

Number  of  staff,  library  service 

Number  of  staff,  janitor  service 


Juvenile  Total 

387,671  807350 

770,660  1,418,430 

....  16,666 


Juvenile 

Total 

10,253 

24,771 

■  •  •  • 

299,314 

•  •  •  • 

4 

•  •  •  • 

1,163 

•  •  •  • 

92 

•  •  •  • 

19 

•  •  ■  ■ 

205 

•  •  •  • 

36 

83 


Publications  of  the  Librai 


PricM.  Where  two  prices  are  given, 
the  publication  is  sold  at  the  Library  only, 
except  for  individual  publications  ordered 
Remittances  must  be  made  in  Advance,  pay: 
Pittsburgh.  All  publications  not  marked 
Library,  or  will  be  sent  postpaid  for  $  cent 

*ClMufi«d  CatalogOe  of  Hie  Caraepc  Libra 

First  Sbkics,  1895-1902.  1907.  vol.  1-3. 
Second  Sbues,  1902-1906,  1908.  vol.  4- 
Third  Series,  1907-1911.  1914-  vol.  6-1 
Fourth  Series,  igi3-igi6.    1931.    vol.  9. 

Bound  in  bnclcrmm.     laclnde  fnU  anthar  and 

Thtjomt  [in  pamphlet  form]. 

First  Seues,  1895-1903.    10  parts.    1903- 

Pin  I.  General  WotIu.  1907.  67  pp.  10  1 
Pan  a.  Pliiloaoph}  and  Relision.  1903.  »; 
Part  J.  Sociolocr  and  Philologr.  1404.  340 
Part  4.     Naioral  Science  and  Uaefol  Aitt. 

paid,  JO  eaiu. 
Fan  I.  Fine  ArtL  1905.  »■  pp.  IS  centi 
Part  6.  Literature.  190),  joS  pp.  ij  centi 
Part  J.  Fiction,  1906.  446  pp.  ij  cenu  ;  p- 
Part  8.  Hiitoty  and  TraveL  1907.  691  pp. 
Part  9.  Biosrapb;.  1907.  jSi  pp.  10  cenU 
Part  10.     Indnea,  Title-Pasei,  CoclenU.  Pr 

tion.     1907.     8so  pp.     ti.oo;  poitpaid,  ti.» 

Second  Series,  1903-1906.    5  parts.    1907 

Pan  I.  General  Worki,  Philoiopbr.  BeliBioe 
Pan    J.     Nataral  Science,  Uaefol  Arta  and 

Fan  }.  Literatare.  Engliab  Fiction  and  Fict 
34"  pp.     40  cmta;  poitpaid,  S"  seola. 

Part  4.  Hiitorr  and  Travel,  Collecled  Bioi 
1908.    46s  PP<    45  cent*:  poalpiid,  Go  cent). 

Part  s-     Indeiea,  Tiile-Pafca,  Couieuta,   Prt 

Third  Series,  1907-igii.    10  parts.    191a 

Part    I.     General   Worka,    Philoaophr,    Relir 

pottpaid,  so  centi. 
Pan  1.     Sociolon'.  Philoloar.      i9»<     4iB  P 
Part  3.    Natural  Science,  Uiefttl  An*.     191 

75  centi. 
Pan  4.     Fine  Art*,     igij.     137  pp.    Jj  ecnu 
Part  ).     Literatnre.     1913.     J71  pp.    JO  ceotl 
Part  i.     Eofliah  Ficiioo,  Fiction  in  Fordgn 

Part  J.     Hiitorr  and  Travel.     1914.     401  pp. 
Pan  8.     Biofraphr.     1914-    176  pp-    30  cenli 
Part  9.     Book*  far  tbe  Blind.     1914.    44  pp. 
Pan  ID.     Induei.  Title-PaBca,  Content*,  Pr 
tion.     1914.     816  pp.    So  cent*;  poitpaid.  |i 


Fourth  Series,  i9i>-i9i6.    io  parts.    1919-ao. 

Purt    I.     Gcncrml  Works,  PbikMophy,   Religion.      19 19.     JoS  VP-     So   cents; 

postpaid,  60  cents. 
Part  s.     Sociology,  Philology.     1919.    360  pp.    So  cents;  postpaid,  95  cents. 
Part  3.    Natural  Science,  Useful  Arts.     i9ao.    536  pp.    $i.is;  postpaid,  $1.30. 

Monthly  Biilletiii.    50  cents  a  year,  postpaid. 

Not  published  in  August  and  September. 

Ammal  Reports,  ist-25th,  1896-1920.    Sent  free  upon  request. 

Except  the  3d,  6th  and  soth,  which  are  out  of  print. 

Books  In  the  Library  of  the  American  Philatelic  Society.    1910.    20  pp. 
^Carnegie  Institnte  and  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  (Handbook). 

2d  edition.    1921.    72  pp.    35  cents;  postpaid,  40  cents. 
Catalogue  of  the  Carnegie  Library  School;  a  school  for  training  in 

General  Library  Work,  Library  Work  with  Children  and  School 

Library  Work.    Sent  free  upon  request. 
^Debate  Index.   3d  edition.    1919.    116  pp.   25  cents;  postpaid,  30  cents. 
The  Function  of  the  Public  Library  in  a  Democracy.    1920.    20  pp. 
Periodicals  and  Other  Serials  Currently  Received  by  the  Carnegie 

Library  of  Pittsburgh.    8th  edition.    1921.    53  pp. 
Rules  for  Piling  Cards  in  the  Dictionary  Catalogues  of  the  Carnegie 

Library  of  Pittsburgh.   Second  reprint  of  2d  edition.    1921.   32  pp. 
What  a  Public  Library  Finds  to  Do;  by  Elisa  May  Willard.    1917.    18  pp. 


Reference  Lists 

History 

Books  of  Interest  in  Connection  with  the  European  War.    19 14.    26  pp. 

Braddock's  Expedition.    11  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Nov.  1906.) 

England  and  the  English;  a  Few  Suggestions  for  Reading.  191 8.  12  pp. 

Expedition  of  General  Forbes  against  Fort  Duquesne.    1908.   20  pp. 

Expeditions  of  General  Bouquet  to  the  Ohio  Country,  1763  and  1764. 
II  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Dec.  1909.) 

^Letters  of  General  Forbes;  Reprint  of  35  Letters  Relating  to  the  Ex- 
pedition against  Fort  Duquesne.  63  pp.  20  cents;  postpaid, 
25  cents.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Feb.-May  1909.) 

^Pennsylvania;  a  Reading  List  for  the  Use  of  Schools,  with  Special 
Reference  to  Indian  Warfare  and  the  Local  History  of  Pitts- 
burgh.   191 1.    83  pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  25  cents. 

The  Pilgrims;  Selected  Material  for  Use  in  Connection  with  the  Pil- 
grim Tercentenary  Celebration.    1920.    13  pp. 

Pittsburgh  in  1816.    1916.    75  pp. 

Washington's  Visits  to  Pittsburgh  and  the  Ohio  Country.    15  pp. 
(Monthly  Bulletin,  Feb.  1908.) 

The  Whiskey  Insurrection.   9  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  July  1906.) 

Biography 

Famous  Royal  Women;  a  Reading  List  for  Girls.    1908.    11  pp. 
Lives  and  Letters;  a  Selected  and  Annotated  List.    1910.    36  pp. 
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*llen  of  Sdvace  uid  Indtutry;  ■  Guide  to  the  BJognphiei  of  Sctcntis 
EiiKineer*,  Inventors  and  Phyaicians,  in  the  CtmcBic  Library 
Pittsburgh.    1915.    189  pp.    ao  cents;  postpaid,  30  cents. 

Sociology 

Foreign-^Mini  Amcricuis;  Their   Contribution   to  American  Life  a 

Culture.    1931.    36  pp. 
Honint.    1913.    45  PP- 
ImmigratlofL    1918.    13  pp. 
Vocational  GtiidanGe.    Supplement     10  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  Di 

1915) 

PubUeatioiu  of  Interest  to  Engineers 

Air-Brako.    1915.    55  pp- 

Air  Conditioaiiv.    1914.    55  pp. 

Brick  Hanufactnre  and  BricUayliig.    36  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  J: 

1912.) 
Br-Product  CoUnc.    1915.   40  pp. 
CMC-Hardening.    191S.    10  pp. 
Electric  DrivinK  In  RoUing-UiUa  and  Foimdriea.     11  pp.     (Monit 

Bulletin,  Nov.  1907.} 
Bnginecrlnc  EAica.    1917.    17  pp. 

Flooda  and  Flood  ProtcctioD.   48  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  July  i9o3.) 
Floods  and  Flood  Protection.    Supplement.    191 1.    19  pp. 
The  OTToscope.    1917.    33  pp. 
'Index  to  Proceedings  of  the  Engineers'  Sodety  of  Weatcm  Penna; 

vania.    Volumes  i  to  ao,  1880-1904;  Compiled  by  Harrison  ' 

Craver.    igo6.    144  pp.    Si  postpaid. 
'Index  to  the  Claaaified  Catalogue  of  tbe  Technology  Department. 

edition.    1916.    63  pp.    10  cents;  postpaid,  15  cents. 
Lampblack.    1919.    8  pp. 
List  of  Technical  Indexes  and  BibUographiM  Appearing  ScriaUr.    19 

17  pp. 
Harket  Pricca  Appearing  Currently  in  Technical  and  Trade  Jonnu 

1918.    6  pp. 
*Hen  of  Science  and  Industry;  a  Guide  to  the  Biographies  of  Scientis 

Engineers,  Inventors  and  Physicians,  in  the  Carnegie  Library 

Pittsburgh.    1915.    189  pp.    30  cents;  postpaid,  30  cents. 
Hetal  Corrosion  and  Protection.     3d  edition,  revised  and   enlargi 

58  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  July  1909.) 
Hica.    13  pp.     (Monthly  Bulletin,  Oct.  1908.) 
Refuse  and  Garbage  DisposaL    1909.    39  pp. 
Road  Dust  Preventives.    1916.    39  pp. 
*Sand;  its  Occurrence,  Properties  and  Uses.     1918.     73  pp.     15  cen 

postpaid,  20  cents. 
Scientific  and  Technical  Reference  Booka.    19  pp.    (Monthly  Bullet 

Nov.  1916.) 


^Sewage  Disposal  and  Treatment.    1910.    96  pp.      15  cents;  postpaid, 

30  cents. 
Smoke  Prevention.    18  pp.  (Monthly  Bulletin,  May  1907.) 
Sodium  Nitrate  Industry  of  Chile.    7  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  March 

1908.) 
Steam  Turbinea.    21  pp.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Nov.  1904.) 
technical  Book  Review  Index,  vol.i-date,  March  1917-date.    50  cents 

a  year,  postpaid. 

N0.1-3,  March,  April,  May,  1917,  published  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  of  those 

months,  5  cents  each,  postpaid. 
Vol.1,  tio.4-vol.4,  no.4  (July  1917-Dcc  19J0),  issued  separately,  quarterly,   15 

cents  each,  postpaid. 

Trees  and  Forestry.    1917.    18  pp. 

Library  Work  with  Children 

^Annotated  Catalogue  of  Books  Used  in  the  Home  Libraries  and 
Reading  Cliibs.    1905.    no  pp.    20  cents;  postpaid,  25  cents. 

^Catalogue  of  Books,  Annotated  and  Arranged,  and  Provided  by  the 
Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  for  the  Use  of  the  First  Eight 
Gradea  in  the  Pittaburgh  Schools.  1907.  331  pp.  35  cents; 
postpaid,  50  cents. 

^Catalogue  of  Books  in  the  Children's  Department  of  the  Carnegie  Li- 
brary of  Pittsbmgh.  2d  edition.  1920.  Volume  i :  Author  List 
and  Title  List  465  pp.  $1;  postpaid,  $1.15.  Volume  2:  Subject 
Index.    332  pp.    75  cents;  postpaid,  85  cents. 

Patriotism  Through  Literature;  by  Elva  S.  Smith.    1919.    17  pp. 
(Monthly  Bulletin,  June  1919.) 

StoryTelliiil 

Stories  from  the  Ballads  of  Robin  Hood;  Outlines  for  Story-Telling. 

1914.    38  pp. 

Stories  from  the  Greek  Mjrths.    1912.    29  pp. 

Stories  from  the  Iliad  and  the  Odjrssey.    19 12.    30  pp. 

Stories  from  the  Norse;  Outlines  for  Story-Telling.    1914.    22  pp. 

*Stories  to  Tell  to  Children.  2d  edition.  1918.  72  pp.  25  cents;  post- 
paid, 30  cents. 

Story  Hour  Courses  for  Children  from  Greek  Mjrths,  the  Iliad  and  the 
Odyssey.    1906.    32  pp. 

Reading  Lists 

Famous  Royal  Women;  a  Reading  List  for  Girls.    1908.    11  pp. 

''Foreign  Landa  Where  Wonders  Are."    191 1.    14  pp. 

^Pennsylvania;  a  Reading  List  for  the  Use  of  Schools,  with  Special 
Reference  to  Indian  Warfare  and  the  Local  History  of  Pitts- 
burgh.   191 1.    83  pp.    20  cents,  postpaid,  25  cents. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  Buildings 

and  Grounds 

Mr.  S.  H.  Church,  President  : 

Dear  Sir: — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  report  of  the 

Custodian  of  Buildings  and  Grounds   for  the  year  ending 

December  31,  1920. 

Very  truly  yours, 

John  S.  Herron, 

Chairman, 
April  25,  1 92 1. 


Report  of  the  Custodian 

To  the  Committee  on  Buildings  and  Grounds: 

Gentlemen: — The  past  year  has  been  one  of  constant 
struggle  to  hold  down  operating  expense  and  still  continue  to 
keep  the  buildings  open  and  in  a  fair  state  of  repair.  Despite 
the  effort  made,  a  deficit  of  considerable  proportions  was 
created. 

In  preparing  our  estimate  for  the  year,  believing  that  the 
peak  of  high  prices  had  been  reached,  we  estimated  coal  at  $3 
per  ton.  It  later  went  to  $4.73.  Gas  estimated  at  thirty-five 
cents  per  thousand  cubic  feet  was  raised  to  forty-five  cents. 
Due  to  the  continued  high  cost  of  living,  a  request  was  made 
by  the  employes  of  the  department  for  an  increase  in  wages. 
In  order  to  hold  them,  an  advance  was  authorized.  This  ad- 
vance took  place  in  September  and  added  $4,000  to  operating 
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expense.  The  reserve  supply  of  coal  which  was  exhausted 
in  the  latter  part  of  1919  during  the  railroad  strike,  and  which 
is  kept  in  reserve  for  just  such  an  emergency,  was  restored  to 
the  bunkers  during  the  year. 

Owing  to  a  shortage  of  cars  in  April  1920,  our  daily  coal 
supply  was  short  for  a  time.  In  order  to  conserve  our  stock 
it  was  decided  to  close  the  Department  of  Fine  Arts  and  the 
Museum  at  6  p.  m.  each  day.  This  was  continued  during 
practically  all  of  the  month  of  April.  To  further  conserve  our 
supply,  connection  was  made  and  gas  used  under  one  boiler. 

Improvements  made  during  the  year  are  as  follows:  In 
the  Auditor's  office  a  partition  was  built,  dividing  the  space 
in  a  manner  that  gives  a  separate  room  for  the  Auditor's  private 
use.  Open  shelves  in  the  Library  were  fitted  with  oak  doors 
to  provide  more  cupboard  room  for  magazines.  An  additional 
telephone  booth  was  built  by  the  building  carpenter  and  put  in 
place  in  the  Reference  Room.  Also,  to  give  more  space  for 
publicity  work  in  the  Library,  old  bulletin  boards  were  enlarged 
and  several  new  ones  made.  At  the  Mount  Washington  and 
West  End  libraries,  the  lighting  system  was  changed  from 
gas  to  electric  lighting.  The  change  was  a  pleasing  one  to  the 
patrons  of  the  Library,  there  having  been  much  complaint  on 
account  of  the  heat  from  the  gas  burners  during  the  summer 
months. 

A  request  was  made  by  the  people  of  the  Sixteenth  Ward 
for  the  privilege  of  erecting  a  soldiers'  memorial  on  the  grounds 
of  the  South  Side  Library.  Permission  was  granted  and  a 
fitting  tablet  of  bronze  mounted  on  a  granite  base  was  erected. 
The  tablet  was  unveiled  Sunday  afternoon,  November  14,  1920. 

Am  pleased  to  report  that  the  demand  for  the  lecture  halls 
continues  to  increase,  as  indicated  in  the  following  report,  the 
total  amount  of  rentals  collected  exceeding  all  former  years. 
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Et^agetnents  for  which  a  rental  was  diaigcd : 
Lecture  Hall 

1  •euion    mt f  30:00 

3  Muioiii  at  $25.00 7S.00 

14  M>Mona  «t  $17.50 245.00 

t  $15.00 195.00 

■  at  $10.00 160.00  $ 

Rebeanal  Room 

48  Kuions  at  $  S.OO 


1  MMioa     at $    7.50 

1  acMion    at ISM  22. 

Huelwood  Anditorinin 

at $  15.00 

■  at  $7J0 105.00 

9  Muions  at  $10.00 9a00         2ia 

EaM  Liberty  Anditorium 

35  Muions  at  $15.00 $525.00 

13  Msston*  at  $10J)0 130.00         (55. 

Hoiiicwot>d  Anditortnin 

18  Kuioiis  at  $20.00 $360.00 

4  tcMioM  at  $15.00 60.00 

31  Muions  at  $12.50 387.S0 

3  MMions  at  $10^10 30lM)         837.: 

Total $2.6701 

Engagements  for  which  no  rental  was  charged : 

Central  Lecture  Hall 37 

Rehear*a1  Room 7 

LawrenceTJIle   Auditorium 6 

Hazelwood  Auditorinin 4 

Homewood  Auditorium 23 

Toul 77 

The  Music  Hall  was  used  212  times  with  an  a^^r^ate  at 
tendance  of  243,705. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Chas.  R.  Cunningham, 

Custodian  of  BuUdings  and  GrowuL 
April  25, 1921. 
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Report  ol  the  Finance  Committee 

To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Trustees  : 

Gentlemen : — The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Carnegie  Library  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December  31,  1920 
i$  as  follows : 

Since  our  report  of  March  31,  1920,  one  United  States 
Steel  Corporation  10-60  Year  5%  Bond  belonging  to  the  Mellor 
Fund  has  been  called,  producing  $1,100.  A  small  brokerage 
item  of  $13.75  was  charged  to  the  accotmt,  thus  leaving  in  thf 
Mellor  Fund  for  investment  $1,316.25.  One  additional  thou- 
sand dollar  United  States  Steel  Corporation  Bond  has  been 
called  as  of  May  i,  1921,  and  arrangements  have  been  made 
to  invest  this  fund  in  7%  Preferred  Trust  Certificates  partici- 
pating in  the  purchase  money  and  rentals  on  property  occupied 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  Duquesne  Freight 
Station  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

The  committee  has  in  its  custody  belonging  to  the 

Bernd  Fund 

$19,000— Pittsburgh,  Shenango  &  Lake  Erie  R.  R.  Co.  5%  Bonds 
due  1940. 
1,000 — Union  Steel  Company  5%  Bond  due  1952. 

Mellor  Fund 

^10,000— United  States  Steel  Corp.  10-60  Year  5%  Sinking  Fupd 
Bonds  due  1963. 
1,000— H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.  5%  Pittsburgh-Monongahela  First 
Lien  Purchase  Money. 

Your  committee  does  not  receive,  disburse,  nor  treat  with 
any  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  securities  in  its  custody* 
all  of  which  is  received  directly  by  the  Treasurer  and  covered 
in  the  Treasurer's  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Finance  Committee, 

A.  W.  Mellon,  Chairman. 
April  23,  1 92 1.  James  H.  Reed,  Vice-chairman. 
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Report  of  the  Auditor 

Fob  thb  piicax.  ybak  bnoiitg  Dbckmbeb  31,  1920 

Receipts  From 

Unexpended  balance,  including  sinking  and  special  funds... $  26,491.45 

City  tax  levy 357.697.43 

Endowment  funds l,57S.OO 

Fines  and  sale  of  publications 11,146.65 

Gif  U 922.44 

Interest  on  deposits 507.12 

Other  sources.     (If  extraordinary  enumerate  and  state  ob- 
jects.)        1,417.18 

Rentals—Branch  lecture  halls 1,712.50 

Lost  books 575.98 

Total $402,045.75 

Paymeott  For 

Maintenance  (exclusive  of  janitors) $  22,534.17 

Books 39,591.08 

Periodicals 9,369.03 

Salaries,  library  service 164,122.95 

Salaries,  janitor  service  and  guards 45,284.65 

*Hcat 


} 


•Light; ^•o's-^o 

Permanent  improvements  and  furniture 3,313.50 

♦Printing  and  binding 38,510.96 

Telephone 2,445.61 

Transportation,  postage,  express,  freight,  etc 3,654.75 

Other  maintenance 3,147.61 

Total  maintenance $365,052.51 

Extraordinary — such  as 

Delivery  truck $    2,142.50 

Treasurer's  Office 3,133J5 

Grand  total $370,328.36 

Geo.  F.  Sheers, 

Auditor. 

'Includes  services  and  material. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  Audit 

Mr.  S.  H.  Church,  President  : 

Dear  Sir: — The  Committee  on  Audit  employed  Messrs. 
W.  B.  Trimble  and  F.  P.  Eysmans,  accountants,  to  audit  the 
books  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1920.  The  report  of  Messrs.  Trimble  and  Eys- 
mans,  together  with  copy  of  the  annual  statement,  is  submitted 
herewith.  The  committee  desires  that  their  certificate,  together 
with  this  letter,  be  accepted  as  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Audit. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  Y.  English, 

Chairfnan. 
April  26,  1 92 1. 


Mr.  W.  Y.  English,  Chairman,  Auditing  Committee: 

Dear  Sir : — We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the 
books  of  accounts  of  the  Carnegie  Library  of  the  City  of  Pitts- 
burgh for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1920,  and  found  the 
same  to  be  correct. 

Herewith  enclosed  you  will  find  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer 
and  of  the  Auditor  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1920. 
These  reports  are  in  agreement  with  the  books  of  accoimts. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  B.  Trimble, 
F.  P.  Eysmans, 

Accountants. 
March  31,  1921. 
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